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PREFACE. 

There probably baa never been, in tbe course of om 
brief histoiy as a nation, a time of sucbr intense general 
excitement, as tbat immediate^ preceding the first 
engagement between the Americans and the Mexicans 
in. die present urar. We have perhaps bad on otber 
occasiQiis excitements of a local character equally in* 
tense. Bat in this iastance tbe feeling was of the mx>8t 
pervading kind, reacMng every part of the giesft repub< 
lie. We have perhaps had other causes tbat have 
agitated more deeply and gravely the foundations of 
society; but here, tbe lack of depth to the general feel-, 
ing seemed to be compensated by its intensity. It was 
not so much the deep and distant upheavings«^of^me 
eartbqusdce, as the wild and frightful sweep of the hur^ 
lieane. It was as if the whole American people had, 
been suddenly changed into one mass, as if the whol^ 
twenty millions had become one xakn, and stood with 
listening ear to hear the first sound that should be 
borne upon the southern breeze. It was not unlike* 
the human body,*when a painful surgical operation is 
about to be performed on some one point. Every other 
part or limb is alive with apprehension. The whole 
body seems to live in that one spot where the point of 
the knife is about to enter. So was it here. The whole 
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CHAPTER 1. 

t 

Early life of General Taylor — Enters the Army as Lieutenant — 
Promoted to a Captaincy— ^rvice in the War of 1812 — Gal- 
lant defence of Fort Harrison — ^Promotion to the rank of 
Major. 

Gebtcbai* Zachary Tjixiati jsfms bom in Ocaoge 
coufity, Virginia, in the year llSb* His &tberi Colonel 
Rkfaard Taylof , soon after the birth (^ Zachary, removed 
his lesideuce to the state of Kentucky, ajad settled neai; 
Lotttsville. 

At the age of six yeacsi Zaohacjr Taylor wa^ placed 
under a private tutor, Mr. Ayres, who wa9 peculiarly 
fitted for the task of instmetion, and gave that true di- 
rection to the dawning powers of his pupil which sub* 
sequent events have so signally evinced. 

With respect to the general's youth, aU accounts 
agree in desoribbg it as one of rare promise for a mili- 
tary man. He eariy showed a predilection for the 
exereises and accomplishments .which become a soldier; 
and he elearly exhibited those traits of cJwactei? whiqh 
ft acddier^s life demands. 
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His desire to. enter the army was gratified by his fadier, 
whose influence obtained for him in the year 1808 a 
Ueutenancy in the seventh regiment of infantry of the 
United States army. This period was one in which the 
irritation of our countryn^^n against Great Britain, in 
consequence of her impressments of seamen and seizure 
of merchant vessels under orders in council, was greatly 
aggravated bythe outrageous. attack on the firigate^ Ches- 
apeake. Everything portended an immediate vna. 

Before the war broke out in 1812 he had risen to the 
rank of captain, and being ordered for service in the 
western country, he was engaged in repelling the border 
warfare of the Indians, which ixximediately succeeded 
the fall of Detroit and the surrender of General Hull's 
army. 

The first notice which we find in the history of the 
war of Captain Taylor's operations, is the account of 
his splendid defence of Fort Harrison. 

Captain Taylor, saysjifr. Palmer, commander at Fort 
Hsirrison^ having received information of the approaek of 
the hostile Indians a short time before they made their 
appearance^ had us^d every precaution that the smallness 
of bis garrison would admit of. The first hostile syttp- 
toms appeared on the evening of the 3d of S^tember, 
when two young men, who, had been employed a short 
distance fifom the fort, wera shot and scalped, and were 
found in that condition the next morning by a small party 
that had been sent out to seek them. This circumstance' 
caused them to redouble their vigilance ; and the-crfficers 
of the guard wete directed to walk d;ie round all ni§^t, 
in order if possible to prevent any surprise. ,. 

About .11 o'clock on the evening of the 4di, the <gar^ 
fison being alarmed by the firing of one of the sentinels, 
every man instantly fievv to his post. In a few minutes 
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ite cry of fire addtd to the ahfftn ; ynhen it was dia- 
eovered tLat the lower block^housei in which had been 
deposited ike property of the contractor, had been fired 
by the Indians. Such was the d^rimess of the ni^t, 
that although the upper pait of the building was occupied 
by a corporal^s guard as an alaitn post, yet the Indians 
succeeded in firing it undiscovered, and unfortunately, a 
iew minutes after the disoovaty of die fire, it communi- 
cated to a quantity of whiskey that had been deposited 
there, and immediately ascended to the roof, bafiSing 
every eflbrt tbai was made to extinguish it. As the 
block-house adjoined the barracks, which constituted 
part of the foitificatioBS, most of the men gave then>- 
sehres up for lost ; and indeed the raging of the fire, the 
yells of the Indians, and the cries of the women and 
cbSdren (who had taken refiige in the Ibrt), were suffi- 
cient to appal the stoutest heart. Happily the presence 
of mind of the commander never forsook him. He in- 
stantly stationed a part of his men on the roof of the 
barracks, wkh orders to tear ofi* that part adjoining the 
Mock-house, while the remainder kept up a constant fire 
on the Indians from another Mock-house and two bas- 
tions. The roof was torn ofi* under a shower of bullets 
-from without, by whidi, however, only one man was 
killed and two wounded. 

By this success the soldiers were inspired with firm- 
ness, and now used such exertions, that before day 
they hsid not only extinguished the fire, but raised a 
breast-work five or six feet high in the gap occasioned 
by the burning of the blodc^house, althou^ the Indians 
continued to pour in a heavy fire of ball and ishowers 
•of afrows during the whole time the attack lasted (whidi 
was seven hours),^ in every part of the parade. 

On the first ^pearance of the fire, two of the soldiers 
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Jbwl,. m d^pftir^ jumped the pi«)c€t8« One of then ^m«- 
tusaed »boi}|;.aa bwr before dajr^ and, ranwug op 
tovpjards the gate, bagged for Godfs rake tkat it mig^ 
,18)0 opeiied. . Oo sttifficiaa tbat U vras an Indian strata* 
,g€{m) he wad fired at, He Hmn ran to the other bastioo, 
/wherei his yoice being, known, be was directed to lie 
down till day-light behind an empty baird that hapfiened 
•tq bei oatoide of the pickets. This poor fellow was shock* 
iogly wounded) and his conipanion cut to pieces by the 
- Indians. 

After keeping up aeonstant fire till sis: in the moming^ 
:which vAei d^gr-lig^t was returned with considerahle 
effiict by theigarrison, the Indians retreated out of reach 
of the guns, They then drove together all the horses 
,and hogs m the neighbourhood, and shot them in sig^ 
<tf their own^ra The whde: of the homed cattle they 
succeeded in carrying o£ 

In this, attack the Americana bad but three killed and 
three wounded, indudio^ the two that jumped the 
pockets. The Indian loss was snppiosed to be consider 
rable, but as they always cany off both their dead and 
wounded) the amount could not be ascertained. At the 
moment of die attack there were only fifteen effective 
men in the garnspn, the others being eitb» sick or con- 
valescent. 

The Indiaiis, disheartened by this fiulure, made no 
fiiithar attempt on the Ibrt, but the garrison, still re- 
mained in a perilous situation, as the greater part of 
their provisions bad been destroyed by the fire, and the 
loss of their stock prevented future supplies* Captain 
T^ykHr therefore attempted to seod, by night, two men 
.in aeanoe down the river; to Vbeennes, to make kaown 
his situatioUi but they were forced to return, the fiver 
bemg found too well . guarded. The Indians had made 
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the g^rrkoB, whioh gave them an (^potftanity (tf seeing 
azijr ccaft that laig^ attempt to pass/ with a oanoe ready 
below to interqapt it* A moce fovtanate attempt was 
made by laad, and the gatrriaon was immediately after 
relieved by the force uader Qaneral Hopkms, (insisting 
of nearly 4000 men. 

After tbf relief of Fort Hairison, Hcqddiis began his 
I»eparatioiia for his expedition against the Peoria towns. 
They commenced thdr vosffdh on the moming of the 
15th of October, and continued it for four days in a 
direction nearly nortli. But h^e the spirit of insub** 
ordination began to show itself. The general states in 
his official deqiatch, that haviag ordered a halt in the 
afiehioon of the 4tfa day, in a fine piece of gnissv lor the 
puxpose of refreshing the horses, he was addressed by 
one of his majors, in the most rude and dietajtorial man** 
ner, requiring him instantly ^to resume his march, or his 
battalion, would break from the army and return. Of 
the reply of the general to this modest request we are 
not informed. Next evening, however, an eVenJt todc 
place, which seems to have spread the sfirit of discon^ 
tent through the whole detachment. A violent gust of 
wind having arisen. about son-set, just as the troops had 
encamped, the Indians set fire to the prairie all around 
tiiem, which drove furiously on the cauip. They 8ug« 
ceeded, however, in firinig the grass around the encamp* 
naent. 

, Next morning, in consequence of the discontent that 
prevailed, the general called a oounbil of his officers, to 
whom he stated his apprehensions, the expectations of 
the country, and the disgrace attending the failure of the 
ei^dition ; and, on the other hand, the exhau^ed state 
of. the horses, and the want of provisions* He th«i re^ 



IS TAYLOE ASfB WUB GENERALS. 

4}aesfed die conlmandaiits of'each regiment taconveile 
the vfhcie of tiie offie^^ belon^ng to it, and to tate 
ftdly the sense of the army on the measures to be pur- 
sued; adding, (bat if dOO volunteers turned out he 
would prut himself at flieir head, and proceed m quest 
of the Indian towns, and tiie rest of the army might 
return to Fort Harrison. In less than an hour the report 
was made ahnost unanimously to return. In vain did 
the general request that he might dictate the course for 
that day only. His authority was now at an end ; and 
all the efforts of the officers were necessary to restore 
order in the ranks^ and to conduct the retreat without 
danger from the surrounding though unseen foe. 

Itough this expedition returned almost without obtain- 
ing the sight of an €?nemy, yet it was not altogether 
nnprodoctive of benefit. The Indians of the neighbour- 
ing towns, hearing of its approach, had marched the 
greater part of their warriors to meet it, leaving their 
villages in a dtfenceless condition. In this state they 
were found by Colonel Russell, who had marched upon 
them in the expectation of meeting with Hopkins' army, 
and his detachment attacked and defeated those who had 
been left behind. Having driven them into a swamp, 
through which the rangers pursued them for three miles, 
up to their waists in mud and water, he returned and 
burnt their towns, and destroyed their com. The num- 
ber of warriors who advanced to meet Hopkins from 
those towns is stated to have amounted to 700 ; Russell's 
force consisted of not more than 400 men. A considv 
rable number of Indians were killed in this attack, ^n 
tihe part of the Americans there were only four wounded, 
none of them mortally. 

Craig's force was still smaller than that under RusseO ; 
it is stated to have consisted of not more than 80 men. 



WiAi this amatt body be msrcb^ up tbe Illvv)ja lirer^ 
tm&aty milts aboTt tb« town destroyed by .Russell. 
Here he attrndEed an Indian settlemanty whidi be totally 
destroyedv uvUh all the improveinentfy s^d took forty-two 
prisoners, one of tbi^m an Snglishman, and a b^ge col* 
lection of iurs. He returned with his prisoners and 
booty, without the loss of a man. 

In the moQth of November another Indian e9cpe4ition 
vns unckrtaken by General Hopkins, with abo«|t 1250 
men. This was directed against the towns on the 
Wabasb, where the battle of Tippecanoe had been ^ught 
about twelve mon^s before. Having left Fox:t Harrison 
on the 11th, accompanied with boats for the transporta* 
tion of provisions, forage, and military stores, Hopkins 
wrived at the Prof^t^s town pn the 19th, without inter- 
ruption. Early in the morning of that day, 300 men 
were detached to surprise the Winnebago town, on Ponce 
Passu . creek, a short di^^jsuice below the Prophet's. 
Having surrounded it about the break of day, they were 
smpriaed to find it evacuated. The party accordingly, 
after destroying it, rejoined the main body at the Pro- 
phet's town. 

Fortibree days Hopkins' detachment was .employed 
ijx achieving the complete destruction of the Prophet's 
town, and the laige Kickapoo village adjoining, the 
former consisting of 40 and the latter of 160 cabins and 
huts. They likewise destroyed all their cultivated fields, 
fences, &c., and constructed works for the defence of 
the boats and of the encampment. 
. On the 21st a reconnoitering party were attacked by 
a body c^ Indians, and one of their number killed. The 
followii^ day sixty horsemen were despatched to bury 
their comrade, and gain abetter knowledge of the ground ^ 
bult'thetf unfarUinately fell into an ambuscade, in which 
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eighteen of Ihe party were killed, wounded^ or idisibig; 
Thiif party, on their return, brought infomiAtion oi n 
large assemMage of the enemy, wfa^, eiieo«tttgttd Jby the 
strength of their camp, appeared to be tmith^ dn aCtaeki 
Every preparation was accordingly made to marchea^tjr 
next morning, to ei^age the enemy. A violent fall i>f 
snow, however, prevented the mov^nent <m the .28d ;• 
and the c^mp was fouiid aibandoned on thefoUowi^ 
day. The position whidh the Indians httd dius abandoti* 
ed is ^oken of as having been temarkaUe strong, the^ 
Ponce Passu, a deep rapid creek, was in their reaf) 
running in a semicircle ; in ih)nt was a bltrfT, 100 feet 
high, almost perpendicular, and only to be penetnited by 
three steep ravmes. 

On the return of the troops to camp*, the river was^ 
found so iidl of ice, as to alarm them for the return of 
the boats. Hopkins had intended to have spent one 
week more in endeavouring to find the Indian camps ; 
but the shoeless, siiirtless state of &e troops, now dad 
in the remnants of their summer dress ; a river foil oi 
ice, the hills covered with snow ; and, above all, the 
uncertainty of finding the enemy, all these circumstances 
determined him to return. They accordingly set out oa 
the 25th, and in a few days airii^ at Fort Hiorrison, 
having completed a march of upwards of 100 miles int<^ 
the Indian country, which is totally devoid of roads, and 
destroyed three of flieir principal towns, in tile space of 
less than twenty days. 

The last Indian expedition of which mention is madey 
in this quarter, is one which was commanded by Colondi 
Campbell, consisting of 600 men, which marched firom 
Greenville, (Ohio) against the towns on the Mississinewa; 
a branch of the Wabash. 

On the 17th of December, after marefaisg aHui^tj 



fAYtOE. ' '^ ■ a 

■ * . ' ' , ■ . . , 

O^mpbeQ arrived at one of the to^mxs about! day^brtdr, ' 
wbkb be mstantly attacked, and the Indians were driven 
across the Mississdnewa river, vrith the loss of tserten iSSBd ' 
and tUrty-seven prisoners. Only one American was kffled' 
and one wounded in this skirmish. After securing the 
prisoners, a part of the detachment was despatched down^ 
the river, who returned tiie same day, having burnt Aree* 
villages without resistance. They then encamped on 
the ground where the first village stood. 

The following morning, a Kttle before dsrf-light, the 
camp was attacked by a body of Indians, supposed to 
be about 300. They commenced thar attack on the 
right, with a horrid yell. After a desperate conflict of 
about three-quarters of an hour, a charge was made by 
the cavalry, which forced the Indians to retreat, leaving 
forty killed on the field. In this affair the Americans' had 
eig^t killed, and twenty-five or thirty wounded. 

Another attack was anticipated, as information was 
received that Tecumseh, with four or five hundred 
warriors, was only fifteen miles from the scene of action ;* 
but reinforcements shortly after arriving from Greenville, 
they effected their retreat without molestation. 

The gallant defence of Fort Harrison by Captain 
Taylor was duly appreciated by President Madison, who 
immediately promoted the intrepid commander to the 
rank of Major. During the remainder of the war of 
1812 he was actively employed in the western country, 
but as he had no opportunity of again distinguishing 
himself in a separate command, we are not able to trace 
his movements. 

After the close of the war of 1812, Major Taylor was 
employed in the western country at the various posts 
where the demands of the service required his presence. 
A time of peace affords few materials for biography in 
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fhe life of a soldier; but it aflbrds the soldier himself the. 
best opportunity for completing many parts of his mili- 
tary education* Taylor's great eminence in every branch 
of the military art affords sufficient proof that this period 
was employed in the most diligent study, as far as the 
requisitions of the service would permit. And it is 
equally certsun that his reading could not have been con- 
fined exclusively to works on the art of war. He read 
the finest models of English composition ; and we see the 
result in his published despatches, which are all models 
-of style, attracting the unbounded admiration of the first 
scholars of the age both in Europe and America. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Promotioa'to the raiik of Colonel — ^Service m FiorkIa--<jBatll0 

of Okee Chobee. 

In 1832 Taylor was»advanced to the rank of colonel. 
On the commencement of war in Florida he was ordered 
on service in that district. This contest was, as every 
one knows, whal General Jackson called his own Semi- 
nole war, " a war of movements." It consisted almost 
entirely of pursuits and attempts to surround the Indians, 
which they were generally successful in eluding. 

Colonel Taylor, however, was more fortunate than his 
predecessors ; and in December 1837 he was able to bring 
on a general action at Okee Chobee, which is best described 
m his own very able despatch, as follows : 

HfiAB-QtTARTCRS, FiRST BRIGADE, ' 

Ar>iy South ok the WiTHLAcoocHJEJi. 
Fort Gardner J Jan. 4, 1838. 

Sir : On the 19th ultimo I received at this place a 
communication from Major-General Jessup, informing 
me that all hopes of bringing the w^ar to a close by 
negotiation, through the interference or mediation of the 
Cherokpe delegation, were at an end, Sam Jones, with 
the Mickasukies, having determined to fight it out to the 
last ; and directing me to proceed v^th the least possible 
delay against any portion of the enemy I might hear 
of within striking distance, and to destroy or capture 
them* 
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After leaving two officers and an adequate foree for 
the protection of my depot, I marched the next morning 
with twelve days' rations (my means of transportation 
not enabling me to carry more), with the balance of my 
command, consisting of Captain Munroe's company of 
the 4th artillery, total thirty-five open ; the 1st infantry, 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Davenport, 
one hundred and ninety-seven strong ; the 4th infantry 
under the command of Lieutenant -Colonel Foster, 
two hundred and seventy -four; the 6th infaiitry, 
: under Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson, two hundred and 
twenty-one ; the Missouri volunteers, one hundred mid 
eighty ; Morgan's spies, forty-seven ; pioneers, thirty ; 
pontoneers, thirteen; and seventy Delaware Indians; 
making a force, exclusive of officers, of 1032 men; 
the greater part of the Shawnees having been detached, 
. and the balance refusing to accompany me, under the 
. pretext that a number of them were sick, and the re- 
mainder were without moccasins. 

I moved down the west side of the Eissimmee, in a 
south-easterly course, towards Lake Istopoga, for the 
following, reasons : First, because I knew that a portion 
of .the hostiles were to be found in that direction; 
second, if General Jessup should fall in with the Micka- 
sukies and drive them, they might attempt to elude 
him by crossing the Kissimmee from the cast to the west 
side of the peninsula, betv?!een this and its entrance into 
Okee Chobee, in which case I might be near at hand to 
• intercept them ; third, to overawe and induce ^uch of 
the enemy who had been making propositions to give 
themselves up, and who appeared very slow, if not tp 
hesitate, in complying with their promises on that head, 
to surrender at once ; and lastly, I deemed it advisable 
to erect block-houses, and a small picket work on the 



for « HM 4epDt» some' forty or fifty miles 
briow Has, and 6Mm a k]K>wkdge of ih» interveaiiig 
ootnitry, as I had ii6 guide who coald be relied oo, and 
by ^siB mtaiw c^ieii a^ cotnttinnifatiop with Colonel 
SaBit|iy nrho was operating up the Caloosehatchee, or 
Saaybd Biver^ imder my o^]er8• 

Late in the evening of the first day's iiMardb» I met the 
indiatt diief, Juiq^er, with his ftmily, and a part of 
his band, ooaaisting of fifteen men, a part of them 
with fiuorifies, and a few negroes — ^bi all, sixty-three 
souls'^'-on his way tp give himself up, ia conformity 
la k pilevioas arrangement I had entered into with 
him. They were ^Midiicted by Captain Parks, and a 
few Shawnees. He (Parks) is an active and intelligent* 
bal^bi^eed, wk> id at the bead of the fiiendly IndianSji 
both Sfaawnees and Dela wares, and whom I had employed 
to arra^e and bring in Jumper, and as many of his 
peoi^e as he eoold prevail on to come in. We encamped 
that night near the same spot ; and the next mornings 
having ordered Captain Parks to join me,f and take com- 
mand of the Delawares, and having despatched Jumper 
in charge- of some Shawnees to this place, and so on to 
Fort Fraaser, I continued my march, after having sent 
forward three friendly Senunoles to gain intelligence as 
to the position of the enemy. 

About noon on the same day, I sent forward one - 
battalion of Gentry's regimeni under command of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Price, to j^ up any stragglers that 
might iall in his way ; to encamp two or three miles in 
advance of the main force; to act with great circum- 
spection, and to communicate promptly any occurrence 
that might take place in tis vicmity inq)ortant for me to 
laow* About 10 P. M., I received a note from the 
cokmel, stating that the three Seminoles sent forward in 
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the tnorning had rettrrned ^ thut th«iy kad been at or 
where Alligator had encamped, twelte or fijfteen foilsom 
in his advance ; that he (Alligator) had left there \ritib 
a part of his family &mr days b^fom, under Ihe pretext 
of separating his relations, SlCj from the Mickaankies^ 
preparatory to his surrendering with them ; that there 
were several families remaining at the camp referred to, 
who wii^hed to give themselves up, and wouM remain 
there until we took possession of them, unless they wer» 
forcibly carried off that night by the Mickasokies, who 
were encamped at no great distance from them. 
^ In consequence of this intelligence, after directing 
Lieutenant-Colonel Davenport to Miow me early in the 
morning with the infantry, a Kttle after midmght I put 
myself at the head of the residue of the mounted Kien, 
joined Lieutenant-Golonel Price, proceeded on. Grossing 
Istonoga outlet, and soon after daylight took possemioa 
of the encampment referred to, where I found the in* 
mates, who had not been disturbed. They oonsis^d of 
an old man and two young ones, and several women and 
children, amounting in all to twenty-two individuals. Th« 
old man informed me that Alligator was very anxious to 
separate his people from the Mickasukies, who were 
Encamped on the opposite side of the Kissimmee, distant 
about twenty miles, where they would fight us. I sent 
^ him to Alligator, to say to him, if he was sincere in his 
professions, to meet me the next day at the Kissimmee, 
where the trail I was marclnng on crossed, and where I 
should halt. 

As soon as the infantry came up, I moved on to the 
place designated, which I reached late that evening,'^ and 
where I encamped. About 11 P. M. the oW Indian 
i-eturned, bringing a very equivocal message from- Alli» 
gator, whom, he stated, he had met accidentally. AIso^ 
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iSmt ti« 'MidfaHukieft ware s&H ^M^ampf d vtheve they 
kadi been ftr'Sdmecbijrs, and wliert they w«re dt termmed 
to %ht w. 

Idtteimbed atMoeQAindnlgii^ thwaasoonaspraor 
ticaUe. Accordingly, the next raoiTUBg, after laying 
out a flBMill alodcade work foar the-{»^otjeetian of a future 
depot, m onkHT to enable m6 to^ move with the greatest 
caterity, I de|KMBled the whole of my heavy haggage, 
Michiding artillery, &c*, and havkig provieioned the com?* 
Bumd, to inclade the 26tii, afker leaving C^pitain Monroe 
with his company, the pioneer, pontoneers, with.eightyr 
five siek and disabled infiintry, and a portion of the 
fiiendly Indians,' who aUeged that they were, unable to 
march further, crossed the Kissimmee, taking the . old' 
ladian as a guide who had been captured- the day be? 
'fitfe, and who accompanied us with great apparent 
reluctance in pursuit of the enemy, and early the next 
day reached AUigator's encampment, situated oh the 
edge of Cabbage-tree hammock, in the midst of a large 
prairie; horn the appearance of which, and- other enr 
eampments in the vicinity, and the many evidences of 
alaiightered cattk, there must have been several hundred 
incfividiUals. 

At another small hammodc at no great distaxice from 
AUigator^s eacan^nnent and surrounded by a swaipp^ 
tmpassaUe for moimted men, the spies surprised an 
.encampment coatsoiBng one c^ man, four young 
yoaog' msB, and some women and children. One of the 
party immediately faised a white flag, when the men 
^were taken possession of and brought across the swamp 
tothenain^bddy. I proceeded with an interpreter to 
•meet* them* They |Mroved to be Seminoles, and pro- 
:iessed to be friendly. They eifnted that they were 
pmparkg t» ooibe in ; they had jast slaugjtitefed a 
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number of caHle, and wiere employeA in drying and 
jerking the same. Tbe{)r ateo inibnntit ne that the 
Mickasukies, headed by A-Ti*a-ka (Sam Joaet), was 
some ten or twelV^ Mes distant, enoamrpedin a avmoip, 
arid were prepared to fight. 

Although I plaiied but little eonfidmice in tiwir proa* 
felons of friendship, or thieir intentions of counngin, yet I 
had no ttme to lo6k up their women and children, who 
had fled and concealed themselTes in the swamp, or to 
have encumbered myself with them in the situation ni 
which I then was. 

Accordingly, I released the oM man, who promised 
that he would collect all the women and cMUren, and 
take them in to Captain Munroe, at the Kissimmee, the 
next day. I also dismissed the old man who had acted 
as guide thus far, supplying his place with the four aida 
warriors who had heexi captured that morning. 

These arrangements being made, I moved under their 
guidance for the camp of the Mickasukies. Between 
two and t^ree P. M., w^ reached a very cknse rcypran 
swamp, through which we were compelled to pass, and 
in which our guides informed us we might be attacked^ 
After making the necessary dispositions for battle, it 
was ascertained that there was no enemy to oppose us. 
The array crossed over and encamped for the night, it 
being late. During the passage of the rear. Captain 
Parks, who was in advance with a few fViendly Indians, 
fell in with two of the enemy's spies, between two or 
three miles of oar camp — one on horseback, the otiier 
on foot — and succeeded in capturing the latter. He 
was V4i active young warrior, aimed with an ^Keellent 
tifle, fifty bails in his pouch, and an adequate proportion 
of powder. Tins Indian confirmed the iirfbroMitioh 
which had previously been received fron tlte other 
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fiMfians, and in addtliODy stated that a la«ge body of tbe 
Stadnoles, headed by John Cohua, Co-a»coo-cbee, and, 
no doubt. Alligator, with other chiefs, were eocamped 
fiTe or six miles from us, iiear the Mickasukies, with a 
cypress swamp and dense hammock between them and 
the latter. 

The amy moved forward at daylight the next morn-* 
ing, ami, after marching five or^ miks* reached the 
camp of the Seminoles on the borders of another cypress 
swamp, which mnst have contained several hundred, 
and. bore evident traces of having been abandoned in a 
great hurry, as the fires were still burniiig, and quan* 
tities of beef lying on the ground unconsumed. 

Here the troops were again disposed of in or(}er of 
battle, but we found no enemy to oppose us, and the com- 
mand was crossed over about 11 A. M., when we entered 
a large prairie in our front, on which two or three hun- 
dred head of cattle were grazing, and a number of 
Indian ponies. Here another young Indian warrior 
was captured, armed and equipped as the former. He 
pointed out a dense hammock on our right, about a mile 
distant, in which he said the hostiles were situated and 
waiting to give us battle. 

At this place the final disposition was made to attack 
them, which was in two i hues; the volunteers under 
Gentry, and Morgan's spies, to form t)ie first line in 
extended order, who were instructed to enter tbe ham- 
mock, and, in the event of V^ing attacked a^d hard 
pressed, were to fall b^ck ii^ rear of the regular troc^, 
oat of reach of the enemy's fire*, the second line was 
composed of die 4th and 6th infantry, who were in- 
structed to sustain the volunteers, the 1st infantry being 
held in reserve* 

Moving on in Uie direction of the hammock, after 



80 TAYLOR AND HIS GENERALS. 

proceerling about a quarter of a mle, we n^hed .the? 
swamp which separated us from the eaertiy,.thi«e quai> 
ters of a mile in breadth, being totally impassable fof 
horse, a«d nearly so for foot, cov^fn^d with a. thick 
growth of isaw-grass five feet high, about knee deep ia 
mud and water, which extended to the left as far a^ tha 
eye couW reach, andio the right to a part of the swamp 
and hammock we had, just crossed, through which ran 
a deep creek. At the edge of the swamp ali the men 
were disriKiunted, and the horses and bagg^ge left under 
a suitable guard. Captain Alien waa detached with the 
two comt)anies of mounted infantry to examine the 
swamp and hammock to the ri|grht; and, in case he 
should not find the enemy in tluxi direction, was to re- 
turn to the baggage, and, in the event of his hearing a 
heavy firing, was immediately to join me. 

After making these arrangements, I crossed the swamp 
in the order stated. On reaching the borders of the 
hammock, the volunteers and spies received a heavy fire 
from the enemy, which was returned by them for a short 
time, when their gallant commander, Coloiiel Gentry, 
fell, mortally wounded. They mostly broke, and ivh 
stead of forming in the rear of the regulars, as bad 
been directed, they retired across the swamp tp their 
baggage and horses, nor could, they be again brought 
into action as a body, although efforts were made re*- 
peatedly by my staff to induce them to do ao. 

The enemy, however, were pomptly checked and 
driven back by the 4th and 6th infantry, which, in truih 
might be said to be a moving battery. The wf ight of 
the enemjr's fire was principally cOnoesitrated on five 
companies of the 6th infantry, which not ^ply stood 
firm, but continued to advance until their /gallaivt comh 
mander, Lieutenant-Colonel Thompson, and hisf^djutant. 
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Ueutenant Ceottr, were IdlUd ; aad ev^ry ofleer, 
wHb one exception, as weil as most of the non-eoiBr 
ibis8t€»ed officers, induduig the flergeaot-mftjorand four 
of tdbe orderly sergeantSy kitted and ircmtided pf; tboae 
eompanies; iirhen that portion of the . rdgimeat retired 
to a short distance and were again formed^ ooe:Qf these 
companies haTing* but fbor members kft. antoudied. 
' Ueutenaiit^'CofonelFoster^ with six ooaipe»ieS)«aaoun<K 
ing' in all to one huiidred and sixty men^ gained the 
hammock in good order, where he was joiiied by Cap* 
tain Noei, with the two remaining oompaaies of the 6th 
infantry, and Captain • Gillam, of Gentry's voiuateefSi 
with a few additional men, and cootiiiued to.driVQ tbe 
enemy for a considerable time, and by a cbanget of front 
separated his Kne, and continued to drive him until be 
reached the great lake Oicee Chobee, which- was in ihe 
rear of the enemy's position, and on whicb their eoe^ 
eampment extended for. more than a mile. As soon as I 
was informed that Captain Allen was advanoiDg, I 
ordered the first infantry to move to the left, gaiQ the 
enemy^s right flank and turn it, which order was exect|<» 
ted in the promptest manner possible; and a& sooa as 
that regiment got in position, the enemy gav»\cm^ fir0 
and retreated, being pursued by the 1st, 4^h) aod fith, 
md some of the volunteers who had joined them, until 
near n^ht, and until these troqps were neatly exhausted,, 
ami the enemy driven in all directions. 

The action was a severe one, and oDnlinued from 
half past twelve tmtil after three. P. M«, a part of the 
time very dose and severe* We suffeiied muohi 
having twentynnx killed and one hundred and twelve 
wounded, among whom are some of our most valuable 
i^eers. Tlte hostiles probably suffered, all things 
considered, equally with ourselves, they hnving left ten 
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dmi on tiie ground, besddes, doubtfen, canryiftg off 
many more, as is customary wiA them ivten practicable^ 
^ As soon as the enemy were completely broken, I 
turned my attention to taking care of ihe upouDdedy 
to fiidlitate their removal to my baggage, wfa^re I 
ordered an encampment to be formed ; I directed Captain 
Taylor to oroas over to the spot, and employ every 
iildividuai whom he might find there in eonstfucting a 
small footway across the swamp; this, with great e^n 
erttons, was comfdeted in a short time after <brk, when 
all the dead asid woun^ted. were carried over in Htters 
made for that purpose, with one exoeption, a private of 
he 4th infantry, who was killed and could not be founds 
And here, I trust I may be permitted to say that I 
experienced one of the most trying scenes of my lifey 
and be who could have looked on it with indifference, 
has nerves must have been very diifer^itly organised 
from my own ; besides the killed, thore lay one hundrerl 
and twelve wounded offices and soldiers, who had 
accompanied me one hundred and forty-five miles, most 
of the way through an unexplored wUdemess, without 
guides, who had so gallantly beaten the enemy, under 
my orders, in his strongest position, and who had to be 
eonvqred back through swamps and hammoeks, fnom 
whence we set out, without any apparent means 0k 
doing so. This service, however, was enocwntered and 
overcome, and they have been conveyed thus far, and 
proceeded on to Tampa Bay, on rude litters, constructed 
with the axe and knife alone, with poles and dry hides*--' 
the latter bemg found in great abundanoe at the encamp* 
ment of the hostiks. The litters were conveyed on the 
ba(dcs of our weak and tottering horses, aided by the 
residue of the command, witii more ease and comfort to 
the sufferers than I could have supposed, and with as 



nttieh w ikty coidd kave been in amlmiaiieea at the omsi 
unproved and modern coastrucUon^ 

Tke day after tbe battle we remained at our encaiop* 
meat, ooeupied in taking cave of tbe woiinded, and in 
the sad office of interring the dead ; also» ia pr^mring 
Uttere for the remoTal of the woundedi and coUecting 
-with a pcnrtion of the mounted mw the honses and osUtle 
m the Ticinity belonging to the enemy^ of which we 
found i^ut one hundred c^ the former, many of them 
saddled, and< nearly three hundred of the latter- 

We left our encampment on the morning of the 37th 
for the Kissimmee, where I had left my heavy baggagei, 
wUeh place we reached about noon on the 28th, after 
leaving two companies and a &w Indians to gartiaon tbe 
stockade, wUdi I found nearly completed on my return^ 
fay that active and vigilant officer. Captain Munrpe, 4tb 
artillery. I left diere ihe next morning for this placet 
where I arrived oo the 31st, and sent forward tluQ 
wcnnded next day to Tampa Bay, with the 4lb and 
fithmfontry, the former to halt at Fort Fraafer, remain*^ 
mg here myself with tbe 1st, in order to make prepa*. 
ratiims to take the field again a$ soon as my horses cai^ 
be recruited, most of whk^b have been ^ept to Tampa^ 
and my supplies in a sufficient state of forisvaidAess tq 
justify, tbe measure* 

Xn -qpeaking of tbe command, I can only say^ that so 
Iftras the regular ts^oop^ are concerned, no one could 
have been more efficiently sustained than I have been 
from tbe commencement of tbe campaign ; and I an^ 
certain that they will always be willing and rea^y tq 
discharge any duty that m^y be ^gned tbeq». 

To Lleutenant^CoIonel Davenport, anc] the officers anclk 
«(Miers of tbe 1st infantry » I feel under-many obligations 
for the manner in which they have, on all occas)<Mi$, diai 
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charged their 4hit J ;. and although held in reserve aod. 
not brought into battle until near itsckse, it evineed, by 
its eagerness to engage, and the promptness and good 
order with which they entered the haBamock when the 
order was given for them to do bo, is the best evidence., 
that they would have sustained their own charae^ejcsv 
as well as that of the regiment, had it been their fortune 
to have been plaoed in the hottest of the battle. 

The 4th infantry, under their galknt leader, Lieot^* 
ant-Colonel Foster, was among the first to gain the ham* 
mock, and maintained this position, m well as driving a 
portion of the enemy before hitn, until he arrived on the 
borders of Lake Okee Cbobee, which was in the rear^ 
and continued the pursuit until near night. Lieutenant*- 
Golonel Foster, who was favourably nc^iced for his gal<- 
hmtry and good conduct in nearly all the engagements 
on the Niagara frontier during the late war with Great 
Britain, by his several commanders, as well as in the 
different Engagements with the Indians in this territory, 
liever acted a more conspicuous part than in the action 
of the 3dth ult. ; he speaks in the highest terms (^ 
the conduct of Brevet-Major Graham, his second in coo^- 
mand, as also the oiEoers and soldiers of the 4th in- 
fahtry, who were engaged in the action. Captain 
Allen, with his two mounted companies of the 4th in- 
fantry, sustained his usual character for promptness and 
effidency . Lieutenant Hooper, of the 4th regiment, was 
wounded through the arm, but continued on the field at 
the bead of his company, until the termination of the 
battle. 

I am not sufficiently master of words to express my 
admiration of the gallantry and steadiness of the officers 
and soldiers of the 6th regiment of infantry. It waft 
their fortune to bear the brunt of the battle. The nn 
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port of the kilted and i^ouHdedy which a^ccompanies this, 
is mor^ conclusive evideooe <tf tb«dr merits than any*- 
tinng I can say. After five companies of this regiment, 
against which die enemy directed the most deadly fire, 
was nearly cut up, there beii^ only four men left unin- 
jured in one of them, and every officer and orderly 
sergeant of those companies, with one exception, were 
either Idlled or wounded, Captain Noel, with the re^ 
maining two companies, his own company, " K," and 
Crossn^m's, ^^B," commanded by Second Lieutenant 
Woods, which was the left of the regiment, formed od 
the right of the 4th infantry, Altered the hammock with 
that regiment, and continued the fight and the pursuit 
until its termination. It is due to Captain Andrews and 
Lieutenant Walker, to say, they commanded two of 
the dre companies mentioned above, and they continued 
to direct them until they were both severely wounded 
and carried from the field; the latter received three 
separate baUis. 

The Missouri volunteers, under the command of 
Colonel Grentry, and Morgan's spies, who formed the 
first line, and, of course, were the first engaged, acted 
as well, or eyen better, than troops of that description 
generally do ; they received and returned the enemy's 
fire, with spirit, for some time, when they broke and 
retired, with the exception of Captain Gillam and a few 
of his company, and Lieutenant Blakey, also with a few 
men, who joined the regulars, and acted with them, im- 
til after the close of the battle, but not until they had 
suffered severely ; the commanding officer of the volun- 
teers. Colonel Grentry, being mortally wounded while 
leading on his men, and encouraging them to enter the 
hammock, and come to close quarters with the enemy ; 
his son, an interesting youth, eighteen or nineteen years 
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of age, sei^ant-major of this regimeiity ihw severely 
wounded at the same iDoment. 

Captain Childs, Lieutenants Rogets and Fknagan, of 
Qentry 's reghnent, Acting Major Sconce,and lieutenttots 
Hase and Gordon, of the spies, were wounded while en«* 
couraging their men to a discharge of their duty. 

The Tolunteers and spies having, as belbre stated^ 
fallen back to the baggage, could not again be' formed 
and brought up to the hammock in anything l^e order ; 
but a number of them crossed over individaaUy, and 
aided in conveying the wounded across tftie swatnp \o 
the hammock, among whom were Captain Gxafii and 
several other officers, whose names I do not xnffw reool-* 
lect. 

To my personal staff, consisting of Fiisst lieotenaht 
J. M. Hill, of the 2d, and First Lieutenant G^o. 
H. Gri$n, of the 6th infantry, thb latter aid-ile-eamp 
to Major-General (Raines, and a volanteer in FfelMn 
from his staff, I feel imder the greatest obligfeitiDni for 
the promptness and effidency with which they have sus* 
tHined me throughout the campaign^ and more partacU'* 
larly fdr their good conduct, mid the alacrity with wkieh 
they aided me and conveyed my orders during the sictmi 
of the 35th ult. 

Captain Taylor, commissary of subsistence, who was 
ordered to join General JesSup at Tampa Bay, a^chidf of 
4he subsistence department, and who was ordered by hbn 
to remain with his column until he. General Jessup, 
joined it, although no command was assigned Captain 
Taylor, he greatly exerted himself in trybg to rally and 
bring jtack the volunteers into action, as well :as dkr 
charging other important duties which were aaaigned to 
bim during the action. 

My^f, as well as all who witnessed the attention 



and .<ftfaiiity fiispbyed by S»fgeo|i . SvUerkf 1 medical 
director on this side the peiiinsula, assisted by Assistant 
jSuqpeon McLaren and Simpson, of tbe medical staff of 
the army » and Dis. Hannab and Cooke, of tbe Missonii 
vohiAlQesSy in ministering to tbe wounded,, as well as 
their uniform kindness to them on all occasions, can 
nover cftase to be referred to by me but with the most 
pleaong and grateful recollections. 

Tbe <|ttartermaster's department, under tbe direction 
9f that efficient officer, Major Brant, and bis assistant, 
lieutenant Babbitt^ h^ve done everything that could be 
acoomplisb^ to throw forward from Tampa Bay, and 
keep up $tt}^ies of provisions, forage, &c., with the 
limited means at their disposal. Assistant Commissaries 
.lieutenants Harrison, stationed at Fort Gardner, and 
•MoChiret at Fort Fraser, have fully met my expecta- 
ita^ttis in discharge of the various duties connected with 
tbeur department, as well as those assigned them in the 
qunrtermaster's department. 

This column, in six weeks, penetrated one hundred 
and fifty miles into the enemy's country, opened roads, 
and constructed bridges and Ciauseways, when necessary, 
OQ the gre^kter portion of tbe route, established two de- 
pots, and the necessary defences for the same, and finally 
overtook and beat the enemy in his strongest position. 
Tbe results of which movement and battle have been 
the capture of thirty of the hostilas, the coming in, and 
sfurrendenng of more than one hundred and fifty Indians 
and negroes, mostly the former, including the chiefsi Qu- 
la-too-chee, Tus-ta-nug-gee, and other principal men, 
^the capturing and driving out of the country six hun- 
dred heed of cattile, upwards of one hundred head of 
horses, besides obtaining a thorough knowledge of the 
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coontry Aroi^ wlMch we ' operated, a gretter fcirtiiii 
of whieh was entirety unkne^wn, except to the enemy* 

Colonel Gentry died iff a fi^w boara after the burtde^ 
mudi regretted by the army,- and will be, doulilkiv, by 
all who knew him, as his slate did not eotttatn a bMyer 
man or a better citizen. 

It is due to his rank and talents, as well as tO'hia 
long and important services, that I particakrfy mention 
Lieutenant-*CoIonel A. R. Thompson, of the 6tb iafiintryy 
who fell, in the discharge of his d<aty, at the head of his 
regiment. He was in feeHe health, lH*oiight tm by ex- 
posure to this climate during the past summer, referiog 
to leave the country while his raiment c(Hitinued in it. 
Although he received two balls from the fire of the ene- 
my, early in the action, which wounded him severriy, 
yet he appeared to disregard them, and continued to give 
his orders with the same coolness that he would have 
done had his regiment been under review, or on any 
parade duty. Advancing, he recrived a third ball, 
which at once deprived him of life; his last words were, 
*" Keep steady, men, charge the hammock — remember 
-the regiment to which you belong." I had known 
Colonel Thompson personally only for a short time, and 
the more I knew of him the more I wished to know ; 
and had his life been spared, our acquaintance, no doubt, 
would have ripened into the closest friendship. Under 
such circumstances, there are few, if any, other than his 
bereaved wife, mother, and sisters, who more deeply and 
sincerely lament his loss, or who will longer cherish his 
memory, than myself. 

Captain Van Swearingen, Lieutenant Brooke, and 
Lieutenant and Adjutant Center, of the satne regiment, 
who fell on that day, had no superiors of their years in 
service, and, in point of chivalry, ranked among the first 
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in the army or nation ; besides their pure and disinte- 
rested courage, tliey possessed other qualifications, which 
qualified them to fiU the highest grades of their profes- 
sion, which, no doubt, they would have attained and 
adorned had their lives been spared. The two former 
served with me on another arduous and trying campaign, 
and on every occasion, whether in the camp, on the 
march, or on the field. of battle,^ discharged their various 
duties to my entire satisfaction. 
With greatest respect, 

I have the honour to be, sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Z. TAYLOR, CoL Com'g. 

To Biig. Gen. R. Joxss, Adj. Gen., U. S. A., j 

Waahigton, D. C. I 
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CHAPTER ra. 

Promotion to the rank of General — Commands the Anriy of 
Occupation — Commencement of hostilities. 

Colonel Taylor's conduct in the battle of Ok^e Cho^ 
bee was duly appreciated by tl^e government. The secre- 
tary of war, Mr. Poinsett, gave him the warmest com* 
mendation in his report to Congress ; and he was 
immediately promoted to the brevet rank of Brigadier- 
General, with the chief command in Florida. His head- 
quarters were in the neighbourhood of Tampa Bay. 
From this point, he directed the « war of movements," 
so difficult and discouraging to . an ardent officer, until 
1840, when he was relieved by General Armistead, who 
w^as now^ ordered to take the command in Florida. 

General Taylor was now ordered to the command of 
the southern department of the army, including the 
states of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia, 
with his head-quarters at Fort Jessup, in Louisiana. 
His appointment to this command led to his being sub- 
sequently placed at the head of the « Army of Occupa- 
tion," which has since covered itself with glory. 

It is foreign from the purpose of this work to discuss 
the causes of the existing war with Mexico, in which 
General Taylor has so remarkably distinguished himself. 
His connexion with it is simply that of a military com- 
mander acting'under authority, which it was his duty to 
respect. 
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The army under General Taylor's commiabd occupied 
a position at -Corpus Cbristi, west of the Nueces, as 
early as August, 1845, having been ordered to take a 
position between the rivfers Nueces and Rio Grande, and 
to repel any invasion of the Texan territory, which 
might be attempted by the Mexican forces. The army 
occupied this position from August, 1845, until the 11th 
of March, 1846, when it removed westward, and on the 
20ih of that mon& reached the Col<>rado, where some 
disposition to resist its progress being evincSl by a 
Mexican force, the army was formed into line bf battle. 
A road was then opened down the beach of. the river; 
and while it was in progress, the enemy was notified by 
General Taylor, that when it was completed he should 
cross the river and fire upon any one who appeared in 
arms to oppose his march. The artillery was placed so 
as \o cover the ford, and the port-fires were lighted. 
General Mejia, aid to the Mexican commander, now 
arriv€5d with a letter to General Taylor, apprising him 
that if the American army should cross the Colol-ado, it 
would be considered a declaration of war, and would 

* 

immediately be followed by actual hostilities. 

The crossing took place nevertheless ; and that too at 
a point where an excellent opportunity was presented 
of successfully resisting the advance of the Americans. 
On the 22d the army advanced across the prairie in the 
direction of Matamoras; but General Taylor, hearing 
that the Mexicans held Point Isabel, halted on the 24th, 
and leaving the army under command of General Worth, 
advanced to that place with the dragoons, occupied it, 
and received firom steamboats, which arrived oppor- 
tunely at the same t time, a quantity of supplies for the 
army. 

Passing by the spot where subsequently the battle of 
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{Lesaca d^^l^ Palma was fought, ai|d vrhiab Gc^^ral 
Taylor did not faU to point out as a fay<?iiirabl^ positioa 
for a fight, the army arrived upon the east bank of the 
Rio Qraude, opposite MatamoraSi at now of the 2^ 
pf March. General WoilJi an4 his 9tafi* wep^;^. iiow 
ordered to cross the river to Mataiaoxas^ bejaripg des^ 
patches from General Taylor to the comiBauding officer 
of the Mexicans and the civil authorities. They were 
met by a Mexican party, bearing a white flag^ who 
landed on the eastern bank ; and an interview with the 
authorities was requested by General Wordi. After 
some delay he was invited to cross the river. On 
reaching the right bank, he was met by General Vega 
and some officers. The reception pf the dei^atches 
was declined. An interview with the American consul 
at Matamoras was demanded and refused, and General 
Worth returned. 

General Taylor now commenced throwing up in^ 
trenchments, while the Mexicans were evincing decisive 
symptoms of hostility. Several attempts of American 
soldiers to desert were defeated by shooting the deserters. 
One was killed by a sentinel at a distance of 200 yards, 
after swimming the river and commencing his ascent on 
Hxe opposite bank. Some, however, succeeded, and 
were very hospitably received in Matamoras. Soon after 
the following proclamation by the Mexican general feD 
into the hands of General Taylor. 

J%6 Commander-m-Chief of the Mexican army, to the 
English arid Irish under the orders of the American 
General Taylor: 

Know Ye : That the government of the United States 
is committing repeated acts of barbarous aggresiiioa 
against the magnaiiiinous Mexican nation; that the 
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goveitifti^irt vMeh Prists under '^ Aeflag of the stars," 
is unworthy of the designatiofi of Christian. Recollect 
ftiirt yod were horn in Great pritain ; that the American 
government looks with coldness upon the powerful flag 
of St. George, and is provoking to a rapture the war- 
like people to i^om it belongs, President Polk boldly 
maiiifesting a desire to tftke possession of Oregon, as he 
has already done of Texas. Now, then, come with all 
confidence to the Mexican radks; and I guaranty to 
you, upoti my honour, good treatment^ and that all your 
expenses shall be defrayed until your arrival in the 
beautiful capital of Mexico. 

Germans, French, Poles, and individuals of other 
nations ! Separate yourselves from the Yankees, and do 
not contribute to defend a robbery and usurpation which, 
be assured, the civilised nation of Europe look upon 
with the utmost indignation. Come, therefore, and 
array yourselves under the tri^coloured flag, in the con- 
fidence that the God of armies protects it, ai^d that it 
wiH protect you equally with the English. 

PEDRO DE AMPUDIA. 

Fbakciscx) R. Mobeko, 

^dji. of the Conmumder^in^Chkf. 

Head Quartkrs, upon the road to Matamoras, 
Aj^H 2, 1846. 

This ir^eniouB attempt to seduce that part of the 
Army of Occupation which was composed of naturali- 
sed citizens was, of course, treated with the contempt 
it deserved. We hear of no more desertions after this. 

On the 5th of April a small intrenchment was raiised 
for the reception of cannon expected from Point Isahell 
The tnain intrenchment, Fort Brown, meaiytime^ was in 
progress, under the direction of Captam Mansfield ofiA^ 
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Engineers. It had $ax bastion fr^mts, and was leapable 
of accommodating five regteoents of infantry. 

On the 10th of April Colonel Cross, the deputy quarter- 
master-genera], "svas murdered by the Mexicans while 
taking a ride near the An^erican camp. His body was 
not discovered till the 21st, and it is still scmnewhat 
doubtful by what particular party of the enemy he noet 
his fate. 

On the llHi of April General Ampudia arrived %t 
Matamoras ; and on the 13th be sent a flag with the 
following communication to General Taylor : 

Fourth Militaut Division, ') 
GenerdL'in-Chief. ( 

To explain to you the many grounds ftw the just 
grievartces felt by the Mexican nation, caused by the 
United States government, would be a loss of time and 
an insult to your good sense ; I therefore pass at once to 
such explanations as I consider of absolute necessity. 
. Your government, in an incredible manner — ^you will 
even permit me to say an extravagant one, if the usage 
or general rules established and received among all civil- 
ized nations are regarded — has not only insulted, but has 
exasperated the Mexican nation, bearing its conquering 
banner to the left bank of the Rio Bravo del Norte ; and 
in this case, by explicit and definite orders of my govern- 
)xient, wbicb neither can, will, nor should receive new 
outrages, I require you in all form, and at latest in the 
peremptory term of twenty four hours, to break up your 
camp and retire to the other bank of the Nueces river, 
while (Mir governments are regulating the pendkig ques- 
tion in relation to Texas. If you insist in remainbg 
upon the soil of the department of TamauJjpas, it vnJI 
dparlv result that arms, and arras alon(*, must <leeide the 
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qmt^on ; and in that C5ase I advise you that we accept 
the war to which, with so much hijustice on your part, 
you provoke us, and that, on our part, this war shall be 
conducted conformably to the principles established by 
the mo^ civilized nations ; that is to say, that the law 
of nations and of war shall be the guide of my operations ; 
trusting that on your part the same will be observed. 

With this view, I tender you the considerations due to 
your person and respectable office. 

God and Liberty ! 

Head-Quaktebs at Matamoras, 2 o^dock, P. M., 

Jlpril 12, 1846. ^ _^ ^ T,/rT.TTT^T A 

^ PEDRO DE AMPUDIA. 

Sr. General-in-Chief of the U. S. Anny, | 
Don. Z. Tatlor. > 

General Taylor immediately replied to this commu- 
nieation as follows : 

Head-Quarters Army of Occupation, | 
Camp near Matamoras, Texas, April 12. 1846. ) 
Senor : I have had the honour to receive your note 
of this date, in which you summon me to withdraw the 
forces under my command from their present position, 
and beyond the river Nueces, until the pending question 
between our governments, relative to the limits of Texas, 

shall be settled. * . 

I .need hardly advise you that, charged as I am, m 
only a military capacity, with the performance of spe- 
cific duties, I cannot enter into a discussion of the in- 
ternational question involved in the advance of the 
American army. You will, however, permit me to say 
that the government of the United States has constantly 
sought a settlement, by negotiation, of the question of 
boi^idary ; that an envoy was despatched to Mexico for 
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that purpose, aad that ap to the moti recent dates^aaid 
envoy had not been received by the actual Mexican 
government, if indeed he has not received his passports 
and left the republic. In the mean time, I have been 
ordered to occupy the country up to the left bank of the 
Rio Grande, until the boundary shall be definitively 
settled. In carrying out th^e instructions, I have care- 
fully abstained from all acts of hostility, obi^ying, in this 
regard, not only the letter of my . instructioBS, but the 
plain dictates of justice and humanity. 

. The instructions under which I am acting will not 
permit me to retrograde from the position I now occupy. 
In view oi the relations between our respective govern- 
ments, and the individual suffering which may result, I 
regret the alternative which you offer ; but, at the same 
time, wish it understood that I shall by no means avoid 
such alternative, leaving the responsibility with those 
who rashly commence hostilities. In condusioo, yoti 
w^ill permit me to give you the assurance that on my 
part the laws and customs of war among civilized 
nations shall be carefully observed. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant. 

Sr. Gen. D. Pjbbeo de Ampudia. 

Lieutenants Porter and Dobbins, with a party of ten 
men, were despatched on the 17th, in pursuit of the 
murderers of Colonel Cross. On the afternoon of the 
18th, they fell in with a party of 150 Mexicans, fired 
upon them, put them to flight, and topk possession of 
their camp and horses. On their return to camp they 
were attacked by a party of Mexicans in the night, and 
Lieutenant Porter was killed. 

On the 19th of April, General Taylor intercepted two 
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bound into Matamoras with supplies for the 
Mindean army, by sending the U. S. brig Lawrence and 
tiie revenue cutter Santa Anna in pursuit of them. In 
consequence of this proceeding, the following communi- 
cation was addressed to Greneral Taylor by Greneral Am. 
padku 

Division of thb North, > 

Second €kneral-4iP-Ckuf. ] 

From varksus sources worthy of confidence, I have 
learned that some vessels bound for the mouth of the 
river, have not been able to effect an entrance into that 
port in consequence of your orders that they should be 
conducted to Brazos Santiago. The cargo of one of 
them is composed in great part, and of the other entirely, 
of provisions, which the contractors charged with pro- 
viding for the army under my orders had procured to 
ftilfil the obligations of their contracts. You have taken 
possession of these provisions by force, and against the 
will of the proprietors, one of whom is vice cousul of 
her Catholic Majesty, and the other of her Britannic 
Majesty ; and whose rights, in place of being religiously 
respected, as was proffered, and as was to be hoped from 
the observance of the principles which govern among 
' civilized nations, have, on the contrary, been violated in 
the most extraordinary manner, opposed to the guarantee 
and respect due to private property. 

Nothing can have authorized you in such a course. 
The commerce of nations is not suspended or interrupted 
except in consequence of a solemn declaration of block* 
ade, communicated and established in the form prescribed 
by international law. Nevertheless, you have infringed 
these rules ; and, by an act which can^iever be viewed 
&vourably to the United States government, have bin- 
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deret;! the entrance to a Mexican port, of vessels bound 
to it, under the confidence that commerce would not be 
interrupted. My duties do not allow me to consent to 
this new species of hostility, and they constrain me to 
require of you, not only that the vessels taken by force 
to Brazos Santiago shall be at liberty to return to the 
mouth of the river, but the restoration of all the pro- 
visions which, besides belonging to private contractors, 
were destined for the troops on this frontier. I consider 
it useless to inculcate the justice of this demand, and 
the results which may follow ^an unlooked-for r^fi^al. 

I have also understood that two Mexicans, carried 
down in a boat by the current of the river near one of 
the advanced posts of your camp, were detained, after 
being fired upon, and that they are still kept and treated 
as prisoners. The individuals in question do not belong 
to the army, and this circumstance exempts them fix)m 
the laws of war. I therefore hope that you will plaee 
them absolutely at liberty, as I cannot be persuaded that 
you pretend to extend to persons not military the con* 
sequences of an invasion, which, without employing this 
means of rigour against unarmed citizens, is marked in 
itself with the seal of universal reprobation. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to assure you of my 
distinguished consideration. 

God and liberty ! — MatamoraSj April 32, 1S46. 

PEDRO DE AMPUDIA, 

iSr. Gen. Don Z. Taylor. 

General Taylor's answer to this letter is worthy of 
attention. It is not only a masterly piece of composi- 
tion, but a vety admirable and clear view of the relative 
positions of the parties up to the moment of writing. 
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Head-Qvarteas Army or Occupation) ) 
Camp near Matamoras, Texas, April 22, 1846. ) 

Sm : I hare had the honour to receive your communi- 
catioB of this date, in whidi you complain of certain 
m^sures adopted by my orders to close the mouth of 
did Rio Bravo against vessels bound to Matamoras, and 
in which you also advert to the case of two Mexicans 
supposed to be detained as prisoners in this camp. 

After all that has passed since the American army first 
approached the Rio Bravo, I am certainly surprised that 
you should complain of a measure which is no other 
Ihan a natural result df the state of war so much insisted 
upon by the Mexican authorities as actually existing at 
this time. You will excuse me for recalling a few cir* 
cumstances to show that this state of war has not been 
sou^t by the American army, but has been forced upon 
it, and that the exercise of die rights incident to such a 
state cannot be made a subject of complaint. 

On breaking up my camp at Corpus Christi, apd 
moving forward with the army under my orders to 
occupy the left bank of the Rio Bravo^ it was my 
earnest desire to execute my instructions in a pacific 
manner ; to observe the utmost regard for the personal 
rights of all citizens residing on the left bank of the 
river, and to take care that the religion and customs of 
the people sdbould suffer no violation. With this view, 
and to quiet the minds of the inhabitants, I issued 
orders to the army, enjoining a strict observance of the 
rights and interests of all Mmcans residing on the river, 
ahd oaiased said orders to be translated into Spanish, and 
circulated in the several towns on the Bravo. These 
orders announced the spirit in which we proposed to 
oceupy the country, and I am proud to say that up to 
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this moment the same spirit has controlled the operations 
of the army. On reaching the Arroyo Colorado I was 
informed by a Mexican officer that the ordftr iit question 
had been received in Matamoras; but Tras isbii rat ihe 
same time that if I attempted to cross the nrer it would 
be regarded as a declaration of war. Again^ on i$xy 
inarch to Frontone I was toet by a deputation c^ the 
civil aa&orities of Matamoras, protesting against my 
occupation of a portion of the department of Taonaali*' 
paS) and declaring that if the army was not at once 
withdrawn, war would result. While this comniunica'^ 
tion was in my hands, it was discorei^d diat the village 
of Frontone had been set on fire and abandoned, i 
viewed this as a direct act of war, and informed the depii^ 
tation that their communication would be answered by md 
when opposite Matamoras, which was done in^ieqieetjfiil 
terms. On retching the river I de^stched an offiser, 
high in rank, to convey to the commanding general iii 
Matamoras the expression of my desire for amicable 
rvdations, and my willingness to leave open to the tise 
of Ihe citizens of Matamoras the port of Brazos Santiago- 
until the question of boundary should be definitively 
settled. This officer received for reply, from the oSbxx 
selected to confer with him, that my advance to the fiip 
Bravo was considered as a veritable act of war, and he 
wafi absolutely refused an interview with the Americaa 
consul, in itself an act incompatible with a state of 
peace. 

Notwithstanding these repeated assurances on the part 
of the Mexican authorities, and notwithstanding the moot 
obviously hostile preparations on the right baiok of the 
river, accompanied by a rigid non-intercourse, I care&Hj 
abstained from any act of hostility — determined that the 
6nu8 of producing an actual itate of hoetilities should 
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until I bad the bonour to receive your note of the 12th 
sistant, in which yoa denounce war as the alternative of 
my rQmaiiung in this position. As I could not, under 
my instructions, recede from my position, I accepted th^ 
alternative you ofiered me, and made all my dispositions 
to meet^ it suitably. But, still willing to adopt milder 
mieasures before proceeding to others, I contented myself 
in the first instance with ordering a blockade^ of the 
mouth of the Rio Bravo by the naval forces under my 
orders — a proceeding perfectly consonant with the stat^ 
of war so often declared to exist, and which you ac- 
laK)wle4%e in your note of the 16th instant, relative to 
the late Col. Cross. If this measure seem oppressive, I 
^wii^ it borne in mind that it has been forced upon me 
1[>y the course you have seen fit to adopt. I have,report«- 
ed this blockade to my government, and shall not re* 
move it until I receive instructions to that effect, unless 
indeed you desire an armistice pending the final settle- 
ment of the quei^on between the governments, or until 
war shall be formally declared by either, in whidi <^se 
I shall cheerfully open the riv^r. In regard to the con- 
sequences you mention as resulting from a refusal to re* 
move the blockade, I beg you to understand that I am 
prepared for them, be they what they may. 

In regard to the particular vessels referred to in your 
communication, I have the honour to advise you that, in 
pursuance of my orders, two American schooners, bound 
for Matamoras, were warned off on the 17th instant, 
when near the mouth of the river, and put to sea, retiu'n** 
ing probably to New Orleans. They were not seized, 
or their cargoes disturbed in any way, nor have they 
lie^n in the harbour of Brazos Santiago to my knowledge* 
A' Mo::i&ican schooner, understood to be the ^^ Juniata," 
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was in or off that harbour when my insli^ctions tb bIo<dl 
the river were issued, but was driven to sea in a gak, since 
which time I have had no report eoncerning her. ^nee 
the receipt of your commtinication, I have learned thiit 
two persons, sent to the mouth of the river to procure 
information respecting this vessel, proceeded thence to 
Brazos Santiago, when they were taken up and detained 
by the officer in command, until my orders could be 
received. I shall order their immediate release. A letter 
from one of them to the Spanish vice^onsul is respect- 
fully transmitted herewith. 

In relation to the Mexicans said to have drifted down 
the river in a boat, and to be prisoners at this time in my 
camp, I have the pleasure to inform you that no such 
persons have been taken prisoners or are now detained 
by my authority. The boat in question was carried 
down empty by the current of the river, Jmd drifteil 
ashore near one of our pickets and was secured by the 
guard. Some time afterwards an attempt was made to 
recover the boat under the cover of the darkness ; the 
individuals concerned were hailed by the guard, and, 
failing to answer, were fired upon as a matter of course. 
What became of them is not known, as no trace of theok 
could be discovered on the following morning. The 
officer of the Mexican guard directly opposite was 
informed next day that the boat would be returned on 
proper application to me, and I have now only to repeat 
that assurance. 

In conclusion, I take leave to state that I conwder the 
tone of your communication highly exceptionable, where 
you stigmatize the movement of the army under my 
orders as " marked with the seal of universal reproba- 
tion." You must be aware that such language is nol 
respectful in itself, either to me or my government ; and 
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while I ofas^ve in my own correspondence the courtesy 

due to your high position, and to the magnitude of the 

interests with which we are respectively charged, I shall 

^cpect the same in return. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, your obediei:^ 

servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brig. (xen. U. S. j3., Comnumding^ 

8r. Gen. D. PiDRa de Ampudia, Commanding in Matamoras* 

The system of seducing American soldiers from their 
allegiance was again resorted to by General Arista, who 
sent forth the following paper on the 20th of April : 

Head-Quarters at Matahoras, April 20, 1S4S. 
Soldiers! — You have enlisted in time of peace to 
serve in that army for a specific term ; but your obliga» 
tion never implied that you were bound to violate the 
laws of Grod, and the most sacred ri^ts of friends! 
The United States government, contrary to the wishes 
of a majority of all honest and honourable Americans, 
has ordered you to take forcible possession of the terri- 
tory of a friendly neighbour, who bas never given her 
consent to such occupation. In other words, while the 
treaty of peace and commerce between Mexico and the 
United States is in full force, the United States, pre- 
suming on her strength and prosperity, and on our sup- 
posed imbecility and cowardice, attempts to make you 
the blind instruments of her unholy and mad ambition', 
and force you to appear as the hateful robbers of our 
dear homes, and the unprovoked violators of our dearest 
feelings as men and patriots. Such villany andv outrage, 
I know, is perfectly repugnant to the noble sentiments 
of any gentleman, and it is base and foul to rush you 
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on to certain (kath, in order toagg^randize a tew lawkaa 
individuals, in defiance of tke laws of God and man ! 

It is to no purpose if they tell jou, that the law for thfi 
annexation of Texas justifies your ocG«^>9^on of the Rio 
Bravo del Norte ; for by tbSs act they rob us of a great 
part of TamaulipaSj Codkuila^ CMkualmay and Jfwt 
Mexico ; and it is barbarous to send a handfid of men 
on such an errand against a powerful and warlike nation. 
Besides, the most oi you are Europeans, and we are ttie 
declared friends of a majority of the nations of Europe, 
7he North Americans are ambitious, overbearing, and 
kisolent as a nation, and they will only make use of you 
as vile tools to carry out their abominable plans of |iii* 
lage and rapine. 

I warn you in Him name of justice, hono^, and your 
own interests and self-respect, to abandon their despe- 
rate and unholy cause, and become peac^ul Mesofion 
^zen$. I guaranty you, in such case, a half secfioq 
of land, or three hundred and twenty acres, to settl<) 
upon, gratis. Be wise, then, and jnst, and hpnourable, 
and take no part in murdering us who have no unkind 
feelings for you. Lands shall be given to officers, 
sergeants, and corporals, according to noxk, privates 
receiving three hundred and twenty acres, as stated. 

. If in time of action you \si\sk to espouse our cause, 
throw away your arms and run to us, a^d we will em« 
brace you as true fiiends and Christians. It is not 
decent nor prudent to say more. But should any of 
you render important service to Mexico, you shall be 
accordingly considered and preferred. 

M. ARISTA, 
Commmdef'^Chisf of the Mexkasi. Armjim 
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Point Kftbel had been made th6 depot of military stores 
for the Army of Occupation. The Mexicans had already 
crossed the Rio Orande, and intercepted the communi- 
cation between this post and Fort Brown, anfd General 
Taylor was engaged in making preparations for re-open- 
ing the communication between the two posts. Teams 
despatched from Fort Isabel to Fort Brown had been 
compelled to return, and Captain Walker, of the Texan 
Rangers, who went out on the 28th to reconnoitre, was 
driten back to Point Isabel, with the loss of some men 
of his party. He reported having encountered a forCe 
of the enemy, which he estimated at 1500. Notwith- 
standing this, he started on the 29th with a message from 
Major Mu\iroe to General Taylor, and after a series of 
*<hair-breaddi 'scapes" succeeded in delivering it. 

After receiving this message, Crcneral Taylor (May 
1st, 1846) took up his line of march for Point Isabel, 
with the main body of the army, leaving a regiment of 
infantiy and two companies of artillery at Fort Brown, 
under the command of Major Brown. The Mexicans, 
who had very prudently refrained from attacking the 
army while General Taylor was present, commenced, on 
die 3d of May, a fiirious fire on the small force left in 
Fort Brown, firom a battery of seven guns. The fire was 
instantly returned with spirit, and the battery was silenced 
in twenty minutes after the Americans commenced firing. 
Another attack was commenced with shot and shells 
fit>m another battery, killing a sergeant; but efiecting no 
other damage. 

TTie firing at Fort Brown being heard by Greneral 
Taylor, he despatched Captains May and Walker to ob- 
tain intelligence fi^m the fort ; and by this means re- 
ceived intelligence that Major Brown was in a condition 
to maintain his post. 
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On the morning of the 5th of May, Fort Broifm was 
assailed by a heavy force of the enemy on the rear, 
where the Mexicans had placed a strong battery during 
the preceding night. At the same time the fire was re- 
newed from Matamoras, and the gallant fellows in the 
intrenchment were thus exposed to a galling cross fire, 
with the prospect of a speedy assault. Nothing daunt* 
ed, however, they returned the fire on both sides, main 
taining the unequal contest with perfect coolness, until 
the firing of the enemy ceased. On the evening of this 
day Major Brown, in obedience to orders which he had 
received from General Taylor, fired his eigh teen-pounders 
at stated intervals, as a signal that he was surrounded. 
On the forenoon of the 6th, Major Brown, the gallant 
commander of the fort, was mortally wounded by a 
shell from one of the Mexican batteries. He was suc- 
ceeded in the command by Captain Hawkins, who, at 
half past four o'clock, was summoned to surrender the 
fort, and, of course, refused. The firing was then re- 
newed and continued for the rest of the day. At day- 
light of the 7th the firing was renewed ; but soon after 
suddenly ceased. It was again renewed and c(»itinued 
for six hours. The firing at Palo Alto, where General 
Taylor was engaged with the Mexicans, was then heard 
at Fort Brown, with what mixed emotions the reader- 
may conceive. The Americans welcomed the sound 
with a tremendous shout. They knew that for Taylor 
to' fight was to conquer. The enemy recommenced 
their bombardment with redoubled energy; but the con- 
tinuous and exulting shouts of the Americans finally 
silenced the bombardment. At sunset a Mexican de- 
serter brought the news of the victory of Palo Alto ; 
-and the wearied orarrison felt that their labours and 
dangers were nearly closed. 
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BattieB of Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma — Captain May's 
brilliant charge — ^Retreat of the Mexicans. 

While the events we have juat related were trans- 
piring, the situa!tion of the "Army of Occupation" was 
now one of extreme difficulty and danger. Separated" 
into two portions, one at Fort Brown and the other at 
Point Isabel, wiih an immensely superior force interposed 
between them, there was every human probability that 
one or both portions of the army would be entirely cut 
off. Such was the apprehension justly entertained 
throughout the United States when their situation became 
known. But their leader was General Taylor. 

He had determined to march from Point Isabel to 
Fort Brown, and expressed his determination to fight, 
any force of the enemy tliat might oppose his progress, 
>!siiatever the magnitude of that force might be. The 
following letter from an eye-witness of his next opera- 
tions gives a clear view of the battles of the 8th and 9th 
of May, and the succeeding events. 

"Point Isabbl, May I2th, 1846;.. 
«< By the last departure I wrote to you briefly of the 
operations of the army up to that time, of the bo^mbard-^ 
ment of the fort opposite Matamoras, and the movement 
oX General Taylor with the main body to this place, for 
the jporpose of strengthening its defence9» Having 
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effected this, he marched, without waiting for reinforce- 
ments, on the evenitig of the 7th ; and on the 8th, at two 
o'clock, found the enemy in position, in front of a 
chapparal, which lies opposite to the timber of a stream 
called Palo Alto. 

The train was closed up, the troops filled their can* 
teens, and Greneral Taylor promptly formed his line of 
battery as follows: — On the right was Ringgold's bat- 
tery, 5th and 3d infantry ; then two eighteen-pounders ; 
then the artillery battalion. The left was composed of 
the 4th and 8th infantry, and Duncan's battery. A 
daring reconnoissance by Lieut. J. £. Blake, showed the 
enemy's line to be of nearly twice the strength of ours, 
with heavy reserves in the chapparal. The Mexicans 
opened the action with their artillery, the range of which 
was hardly great enough to reach our line, which was 
moving slowly forward, and some got into the thickest 
of their shot and halted. The fire was returned from all 
our batteries, and I venture to say that no field ever dis- 
played such skill, or rapidity of fire and evolution, 

The first and only important movement attempted by 
the enemy, was a detachment of their cavalry to make a 
detour around a clump of. chapparal on our right, and 
attack the train. Captain Walker, of the Texas Rangers, 
promptly reported this, and the 6th infantry was detached 
to meet it, which it did handsomely, receiving the lancers 
in square, and driving them by a well delivered volley. 
The cavalry then pushed on again for the train, and, 
found the 3d infentry advancing in column of divisions 
upon them. They then retired, and as they repassed the 
6th, they received a fire firom Lieutenant Ridgely's two 
pieces, which had arrived at the nick of time. Two 
field-pieces, which were following the enemy's cavalry, 
were also driven back with them. 



Meanwhile the enemy's left was /iddled by .the 
eig^teen-pounders, which slowly advanced up the load 
— ^Duncan's battery on the left, neglecting the enemy's 
guns, threw their fire into the Mexican infantry, and 
swept whole ranks. The 8th infantry on the left suffered 
severely from the enemy's fire. The grass was set on 
fire at the end of an hour's cannonading, and obscured 
the enemy's position completely, and an interval of three- 
quarters of an hour occurred. During this period our 
right, now resting on the eighteen-pounders, advanced 
along the wood, to the point originally occupied by the 
Mexican left, and^ when the smoke had cleared away 
sufficiently to show the enemy, the fire was resumed wi^ 
increased rapidity and execution. Duncan divided his 
battery on the left, giving a section to Lieutenant Roland, 
to operate in fi^ont, and with the other he advanced beyond 
the burning grass, (which was three feet high, and the 
flames rolled ten feet in the strong breeze,) and seized 
the prolongation of the enemy's right, enfilading that flank 
completely. Nigjiit found the two armies in tlus position. 

On the 9th, the general packed the heavy train, col- 
lected the Enemy's wounded in hospital, buried thw 
dea4, arranged our own wounded (among whom we 
have to regret the sudden death of Major Ring^ld, and 
probably Captain Page), and moved on in pursuit of the 
enemy on the Matamoras road. They had taken post 
m the ehappaural the second time, occupying the bed of a 
•itreigu caUed Resaea de la Palma, with their artillery on 
die road at the crossing. I have no time for details of 
tibis afiahr. The general brought up his troops by bat- 
lalions, and posted them, with brief orders to find the 
enemy with flie bayonet, and placed the artillery where 
tbfif could a^t in the road. 

The dragoons were held in reserve, and an spou as 
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the advance of our line bad uncovered the Mexican bat- 
teries, General Taylor told Captain May that his time 
■had come: "Here's the eaemy's battery, sir, take it 
Tkdens volem.^^ May dashed upon it with his squadron, 
and lost one-third of it ; but he cleared the battery and 
captured its commander, General Vega, in the act of 
raising a port-fire, to fire a piece himself. May took his 
sword, and brought the general off. The enemy re- 
manned the guns, and lost them a second time to the 
6th infantry. 

Captain Barbour, of the 2d infantry, with his sin^e 
company, and a few men firom the 5th, who joined him 
in the chapparal, threw his back against a clump of 
bushes, and received and gallantly repelled a diarge of 
cavalry. Captain Duncan, with his battery, did terrible 
execution. He is a most promising officer. Lieutenant 
Ridgely was also among the foremost. In truth, it was 
a series of brilliant skirmisiies and heavy shocks, in 
which fifteen hundred fighting men met six thousand 
hand to hand-^overwhelmed them with the precision of 
their volleys, and the steady coolness of the bayonet, and 
drove them from the field with the loss of their artillery, 
baggage, pack-mules, fixed ammunition, and near 2000 
stand of mui^kets. • 

Fort Brown, meantime, had been summoned, with true 
Mexican duplicity, and told that Taylor was ilying. 
Hie Matamoras newspapers and official bulletins called 
him a cowardly tailor. In answer to the summons, the 
officers plunged their swords into the parapet, and re- 
plied « to the hilt." Up to the evening of the 9th, 1500 
shells and 3000 shot had been throMm, and the odIj 
loss was that g( the brave commander. Major Brown, 
and one sergeant and one private killed, and eleven 
wounded. 
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The general returns to the army to-night, and will 
cross the river to-morrow or next day. The fort will be 
increased in guns, and especially provided with mortars, 
which will bring the town to terms at once. The navy 
will co-operate at the mouth of the river, and steamboats 
begin to carry supplies by that route. f 

General Taylor has just given General Vega a letter 
to General Gaines, and a letter of credit on his factor. 
The officers here and in the main body vied with their 
commander in delicate attentions to a brave and accom* 
plished «iemy, who won their admiration on the field^ 
and was taken Kke a soldier, in full harness, and fighting 
gallantly to the last. Our loss about thirty killed, and 
one hundred and forty wounded. 

Mexican loss at Palo Alto, set down by themselves at 
450 ; at Resaca de la Palma, 2000 missing. Siiu^e the 
battle, our dragoons have been exchanged grade for 
grade ; and the Mexican wounded sent over to Mata* 
moras. *By the next arrival you will hear of the fall of 
the town, and probably an oflfer from them to receive 
Mr. Slidell in any capacity. 

It ought to be mentioned that some of our regiments 
are not full, and two of them only have about 800. 
Many instances have occurred, of men handing their 
canteens to the wounded Mexicans, and turning from 
them to fire upon others. There was not a single 
occurrence of cruelty towards the enemy. The morale 
of the army is at its highest — it can now accomplish 
anything, and they would die for a commander who does 
not ask them to go where he is not willing to lead, and 
in whose judgment they fully confide.^ 
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The following are General Taylor's concise official 
despatches, announcing these two battles. 
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Heap-Quarters Army or Occupation, I 
Camp at Palo Alto, Texas, May 9, 1846. ) 

Sir : I have the honour to report that I was met near 
this place yesterday, on my march from Point Isabel, bj 
the Mexican forces, and after an action of about five hours, 
dislodged them from their position and encamped upon 
the field. Our artillery, consisting of two eighteen- 
pounders and two light batteries, was the arm cliiefly 
engaged, and to the excellent manner in which it ^as 
manoeuvred and served, is our success mainly due. 

The strength of the enemy is believed to I^ave been 
fibout 6000 men, with seven pieces of artillery, 
and 800 cavalry. His loss is probably at least 
one hundred killed. Our strength did not exceed, all 
told, twenty-three hundred, while our loss was compara- 
tively trifling — four men killed, three officers and thirty- 
seven men wounded, several of the latter mortally. I 
regret to say that Major Ringgold, 2d artillery, and 
Captain Page, 4th infantry, are severely wounded: Lieu- 
tenant Luther, 2d artillery, slightly so. 

The enemy has fallen back, and it is believed has f^ 
passed the river. I have advanced parties now thrown 
forward in his direction, and shall move the main body 
immediately. 

In the baste of this report, I can only say that the 
officers and men behaved in the most admirable manner 
throughout the action. I shall have the pleasure of 
making a more detailed report when those of the different 
commanders shall be received. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
' Your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Breofit Brigadier-General U. S* ^.) Commanding. 

The Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, 



Washinsrton 



U. b. Army, ) 
orton, D. C. J 
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^ Head-Quarters Army of Occupation, 

Camp at Resata de la PalmOj 3 miles from 
Matamoras^ 10 &do€k^ P, 3i., May 9, 1846., | 

Sn : I have the honour to report that I marched with 
the main body of the army at two o'clock to-day, having 
previously thrown forward a body of light iniantiy into 
the forest which covers the Matamoras road. When 
near the spot where I am now encamped, my advance 
discovered that a ravine crossing the road had been 
occupied by the enemy with artillery. I immediately 
ordered a battery of field artillery to sweq> the position, 
flanking and sustaining it by the 3d, 4th, and 5th regi« 
ments, deployed as skirmishes to the right and left. A 
heavy fire of artillery and of musketry was kept up for 
some time, until finally die enemy's batteries were carried 
in succession by a squadron of dragoons and the regi- 
ments of infentry that were on the ground. He was 
soon driven fi*om his position, and pursued by a squadron 
of dragoons, battalion of artiUeiy, 3d infantry, and a 
light battery, to the river. Our victory has been com- 
plete. Eight pieces of artilleiy, with a great quantity 
of ammunition, three standards, and some one hundred 
prisoners have been taken ; among the Is^er, General 
La Vega, and several other officers.' One general is 
widerstood to have been killed. The enemy has re- 
crossed the river, and I am sure will not again molest us 
on this bank. 

The k>8S of the enemy in killcrd has been most severe. 
Our own has been very heavy, and I deeply regret to 
report that Lieutenant Inge, 2d dragoons. Lieutenant 
Cochrane, 4th infantry, and Lieutenant Chadboume, 8th 
infantry, were killed on the field. Lieutenant-Colonel 
Payne, ^ artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel IVklntosh^ Lieu- 
^rr>ant Dobbins, 3d infantry ; Captain Hooe and Lieu* 
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tenant Fowler, 5th infantry ; and Captain Montgomery, 
Lieutenants Gates, Selden, McClay, Burbank, and 
Jordan, 8lii infantry, were wounded. The extent of 
our loss in killed and wounded is not yet a^Gertained, 
and is reserved for a more detailed report. 

The afiair of to-day may be regarded as a proper 
supplement to the cannonade of yesterday ; and the two 
taken together, exhibit the coolness and gallantry of 
our oflSycers and men in the most favourable light. All 
have done their duty, and done it nobly. It will be my 
pride, in a more circumstantial report of both actions, to 
dwdl upon particular instances of individual distinction. 

It affords me peculiar pleasure to report that the field 
work opposite Matamoras has sustained itself handsomely 
during a cannonade and bombardment of 160 hours* 
But the pleasure is alloyed with profound regret at the 
loss of its heroic and indomitable commander. Major 
Brown, who died to-day from the effect of a shell. His 
loss would be a severe one to the service at any time, 
but to the army under my orders, it is indeed irreparable. 
One officer and one non-commissioned.officer killed, and 
ten men wounded, comprise all the Q^sualties incident 
to this severe buij.bardment. 

I inadverte it y omitted to mention the capture 
g{ a large n.imber of pack-mules left in the Mexican 
(mmp. I am, sir, very respectftiUy, 

Your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 

Brevet Brigadier-General U. S* Ji. Comrnanding 

The Adjutant-General of the Anny, ) 

Washington, D. C. J 

,The brilliant diarge of Captain May at Resaca de la 
Palma, is thus described by Sergeant MUtoo, of his 
corps : 



^* At Palo Alto," 81^8 be, << I took my nnJc in the 
troop as saoond sej^eaot, . and while upon the field my 
horse was i?oundpd in the jaw by a grape-jshot, which 
disabled him for service. While he wa9 plunging in 
agony I dismount^, and the quick eye of Captain May 
observed me as I alighted from my horse. He inquired' 
if I was hxirt. I answered no — ^that my horse was the 
sofierer. <I am glad it is not yourself,' replied he; 
< there is another,' (pointing at the same time to a steed 
without a rider, which was standing with dilated ey^ 
gazing at the strife,) < mount him.' I approached the 
horse, and he stood still until I put my hand upon the 
zein and patted his neck, when he rubbed his head 
alongside of me as if pleased that some human being 
was about to become bis companion in the affray. He 
was a noble bay, which had, with a number of others, 
been purGhased«*for the troop in St. Louis. I bestrode 
him, and we passed thn>*ugh the first day unharmed; 

<«0n the second day, at Resaca de la Palma, our 
troop stood anxiously waiting for the signal to be given, 
and never had I looked upon men upon whose counte- 
nances were more clearly expressed a fished determina-* 
tion to win. The lips of son^e were pale with excite- 
ment, and their eyes wore that fixed expression which 
betokens mischief; others with shut teeth would quietly 
hugh and catch a titter grip of the rein, or seat them* 
selves with care and firmness in the saddle, while quiet 
words of confidence and encouragement were passed 
firom each to his neighbour. All at once Captain May 
node to the firont of his troop — every rein and sabre was 
tightly graspe^. Raising ^imself and pointing at the 
battery, he shouted, < Men^JoUov) P There was now a 
dattering of hoo& and a rattling of sabre sheaths — ^the 
fire of the enemy's guns was partly drawn by Lieu- 
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teitant Ridgely, and the next moment we ^ere sweepiiig 
Vke the wind up the ravine. I was in a dquad of about 
dfne men, who were separated by a ^faower of grape 
.from the battery, and we were in advance, May leading. 
He turned his horse opposite the breast-woik, in fcoht 
oi the guns, and with another shout < to foUow,' leaped 
over them. Several of the hojses did follow, but mine, 
being new and not well trained, refiised ; two others 
balked, and their riders started down the ravine to turn 
Ae breast-work where the rest of the troop had entered. 
I made another attempt to clear the guns with my horse, 
turning him around — ^feeling all the time secure at 
blinking the guns discharged — I put his head towards 
them and gave him spur, but he again balked; so, 
turning his head down the ravine, I too started to ride 
round the breast-work. 

«'As I came down a lancer dashed at me with lance 
in rest. With my sabre I parried his thrust, only receiv- 
ing a slight flesh wound from its point in the arm, which 
felt at the time like the prick of a pin. The lancer 
turned and fled ; at that moment a ball passed through 
my horse on the left side and shattered my right side. 
The shot killed the horse instantly, and he fell upon my 
left leg, fastening me by his weight to the earth. There 
I lay, right in the midst of the action, where carnage 
was riding riot, and every moment the shot, from our 
own and the Mexican guns, tearing up the earth around 
me. I tried to raise my hbrse so as to extricate my 1^, 
but I had already grown so weak with my wound that I 
was unable, and, from the mere attempt, I fell bade 
exhausted. To add to my horror a horse, who pras 
careering about, riderless, jsrithin a few yards of me, 
received a wound, and he commenced struggling and 
rearing with pain. Two or three times he came near 
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a bound, he fell dead — ^his body touching my own fallen 
steed. What I had been in momentary dread of, i^ow 
ppcurred — my wounded limb, which was lying across 
the horse, received another ball in the ankle. 

« I now felt disposed to give up ; and, exhausted 
through pain and excitement, a film ga&ered over my 
eyes^ which I thought was the precursor of dissolution. 
From this hopeless state I was aroused by a wounded 
Mexican, calling out to me, ^Bfiuno Atnericano^^ and 
turning my eyes towards^ the spot, I saw that be war 
holding a certificate and calling to me. The tide of 
action now rolled away firom me, and hope again sprung 
up. The Mexican unilbrms began to disappear from 
the chapparal, and squadrons of our troops passed in 
sight, apparently in pursuit. While I was thus nurnng 
the prospect of escape, I beheld, not far from me, a 
villanous-looking raachero, armed with an Americati 
sergeant's abort sword, despatching a wounded American 
soldier, whose body he robbed^— the next he came to 
was a Mexican, whom he served the same way, and 
thus I looked on while he murderously slew four. I 
drew an undischarged pistol bom my holsters, and, laying 
myself along my horse's neck, watched him, expecting 
to be the next victim ; but something frightened him 
firom his vulture-like business, and he fled in another 
direction. I need not say ths^ had he visited me I 
should have taken one more dl^ot at the enemy, and 
.WQuld have died content had I succeeded in making 
such an assassin bite the dust. Two hours after, I bad 
th^ picture of shaking some of my ccHnrades by the 
hand, who were picking up the wounded. They lifted 
my Mexican friend, too, and I am pleased to say he, as 
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*wdl aa mjwl^ U^e*tQ fi|^ over «gam the nngiiiiie fiB|r 
of Rmm de la Palma,^' 

The fMtowing is the Mexican gaieral's accoant of the 
battle of Palo Alto. It is a ^very amusing spedfoen of 
Mexican rhetoric, which has been so frequently cailed 
into requisition since the commencement of the presoit 
•war, for the purpose of converting a defeat into a vic- 
tory. 

GSNERAL-Iir-CHUr, 

Most Excellent Six; Constant in my purpose of 
preventing General Taylor from uniting the foroes whieh 
he brought from the Fronton of Sante Isabel, with 
those which he left fortified opposite Matamoras, I 
moved this day from the Fanques del Raminero, whence 
I despatched my last extraordinary courier, and took the 
direction of Palo Alto, as soon as my spies informed me 
that the enemy had left Front(N9, with the determinaticm 
of introducing into his fort wagons loaded with provi- 
sions and heavy artillery. 

I arrived opposite Palo Alto about one o'clodr, 
and observed that the enemy was entering* that posi*- 
tion. 

With all my forces, I estabUshed the line of battle in 
a great plain, my right resting upon an elevation, and 
my left on a slough of difficult passage. 

Scarcely was the first cannon fired, when there arrived 
General Pedro de Ampudia, second in command, whom 
I had ordered to join me after having covered the points 
which might serve to besiege the enemy in the forts 
oj^site Matamoras. 

The forces under my orde;*8 amoimted to 3000 m«t, 
and twelve pieces of artillery ; those of the invaders 
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were 900D> rafher less than mdre, and Mreca mfe6icft in 
urtilleryy sibce tbey had twenty pkoea of ttie ^bre of 
■xteen and eighteen pounds. 

The battle oonunenced so ardently, that the fire of 
eaimon did not cease a single moinent. In the courae 
of it, the enemy wished to follow the road towanfo 
Matamoras, to raise the siege of hia troops ; witJb which 
object he fired. the grass, and formed in front of his line 
of battle a smoke so thick, that he succeeded in oorer* 
ing himself from our view, but by means of manceurres 
this was twice embarrassed. 

General Taylor maintained his attack rather defen* 
arely than offensively, employing his best arm, whicb 
is artillery, protected by half of the infantry, and all of 
his cavalry, — ^keeping the remainder fortified in the 
ravine, about two thousand yards from the field of 
battle. 

I was anxious for the charge, because the fire of canr 
non did nmch damage in oar ranks, and I instructed 
General D. Anastasio Tonrejon to execute it with the 
greater part of the cavalry, by our left flank, while one 
should be executed at the same time by our right flank, 
with some eokmns of m&ntry, and the remainder of 
that arm [cavalry]. ' 

I was waiting the moment when that general should 
execute the charge, and the efiect of it should begin to 
be seen, in order to give the impulse on the right ; but 
he was checked by fire of the enemy, which defended 
a slough that embarrassed the attack. 

Some battalions, becoming, impatient by tlie loss 
which they sufiered, fell into disorder, demanding to 
advance or M back. I immediately caused them to 
charge with a column of cavalry, under the command 
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of Colbnd D. Oftyetano Montero ; the resak of fhis ope- 
ration being that the dispersed corps repaired their fiiutt 
as far as possible, "marching towards the enemy, who, in 
consequence of his distance, was enabled to fall back 
vpOQ his reserve, and night coming on, the battle was 
concluded, — ^the field remaining for our arms. 

Eveiy suitable measure Was then adopted, and the 
diri^n took' up a more concentrated curve in the same 
scene of action. 

The combat was long and bloody, which may be esti* 
mated from the calculations made by the commandant* 
general of artiUeiy, General D. Thomas Requena, who 
assures me that the enemy threw about three thousand 
cannon-shots firom two in the afternoon, when the battle 
commenced, until seven at night, when it terminated, — 
six hundred and fifty being fired on our side. 

The national arms shone forth, since they did not 
yield a hand's-breadth of ground, notwithstanding the 
superiority in artillery of the enemy, who suffered much 
damage. 

Our troops have to lament the loss of two hundred 
and fifty-two men, dispersed, wounded, and killed,—^ 
the last worthy of national recollection and 'gratitude for 
the intrepidity with which they died fighting for Ae 
most sacred of causes. 

Will your excellency please with this note to report , 
to his excellency the President, representing to him that 
I will take care to give a circumstantial account of this 
deed of arms ; and recommending to him the good con-^ 
duct of all the generals, chiefs, ofiicers, and soldiers 
under my orders, for sustaining so bloody a combat, 
which does honour to our arms, and exhibits their dis 
cipline. 



> Accept fbe dBsufances of my considemtkfti and gre«i 

Odd and Liberty 1 

' Hkad-Quartbiis, Palo Alto, m aig^ of tki^ mtmgf Miy t^ 
1946. 

MARIANO ARISTA. 
Most Excsllknt Sir, 
Minister of War and Marine 
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When the American anny had formed itsHne of battf^ 
in front of the Mexicans on <fae 8th of May, Lieutenant 
J. E. Blake, of the topographical engineers, mounted 
his horse and rode out widiin 150 yards of the ^n*tny*a 
lines to reconnoitre. He then dismounted, drew otit fais 
pocket glass very deliberately, and began to reconnoitre; 
• On this being observed by the enemy, twd of their 
officers rode out from the ranks to meet him, sluppoiing; 
dbat he sought a parley. Seeing this, Blake remounted 
his horse, rode deliberately do\^ the whole of th4 
enemy's line,, and then returning, gave Grenieral Taylor 
an accurate account of the enemy's force in infantry*, 
artillery, and cavalry. This action called fordi the un- 
qualified admiration of the thousands i^ho witnessed 
it : and increased the regret occasioned by his subi^equent 
loss. On the morning of the next day, this fine ofiicef 
received a mortal wound from the accidental explosion 
<^ one of his pistols as he threw down his holeters. H« 
died a few lK>urs afterwards, expressing his regret that 
he had not &llen on the battle-fidd of Palo Alto. His 
remains were subsequently brought to the resident Of 
lus &ther in Philadelphia, and honoured with a publt^ 
funeral of the most magnificent kind. A whole city 
moumed the loss of (me of her noUest sons. ^ 

One of the most romantic incidents of Resaca d^ ht' 
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lialmayMVds Captain May^s captme of die teiok Vega. 
The Mexicans Uad been driven firom their guns by May's 
dragoons, and chaiged back with the bayonet to recover 
t^m. May, with a handfol ot men, .ebaiged again, and 
the Mexicans fell back. He observed that one alone 
kept his gronnd, and tried to rally the others. Failing 
in this, he seized a match, intending to discharge one of 
the cannon, when May ordered him to surrender. He 
touched his breast, and said << Gieneral La V^a is aprison- 
er," an4 g^^^ up his sword. The incidents which fol- 
lowed, are thus described by a correspondent of the 
Baltimore Republican : 

<< I have seen it stated, in some of the late papery, that 
General V^a was delivered to General Taylor on the 
battle-field by Colonel Twiggs. This is an error — cer- 
tainly of no consequence after his capture by the gallant 
May ; but as everything connected with the treatmaii 
of this distinguished prisoner on the field, must be more 
or less interesting, I beg leave to correct the error, and 
to state what befell the gallant general, after he was con^ 
ducted to Colonel Twiggs, by order of Captain May. 
* " The artillery battalion (a regiment of foot) was sta 
tipned on the 9th at the outset of the chapparal, and was 
there formed <in square^,' This battalion, which had 
suffered the day before more than any other, except the 
8j^ infantry, was placed in this position for these reasons:, 
to protect the train against a charge of the enemy's cav- 
al'y, to repair any disaster which might occur in the 
ordnattce, and to afford fresh troops for the pursuit, when 
the battle was gained. 

" Colonel Twiggs sent for Colonel Childs, who comr 
manded it, and turned the prisoner over to him ; but 
^iM^, having dismounted (Gtmeral Vega was on foot), 
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Milt an order to his battalion, that the priidner diotld 
be received with the honour due his rank. As soon as 
the prisoner issued fiom the cfaapparal, the words < Pre- 
«ent Anns' were gtvtn. The square < pimented aims' 
in perfect sHence, and, as lie approaohied/nol a smilet'of 
gratification, or a word of exultation, was seen or heard ; 
(so much for the delicacy of the common soldier, who 
had, perhaps, the day before, lost his nearest firiend by 
the enemy's cannon-shot.) General Vega seemed sur- 
prised at the salute, courteously and slowly raised hii^ 
hat, and the square was brought to a shoulder. 

<< Colonel Childs then called from his position Captain 
Magmder, who commanded one of the companies of the 
square. Captain Magruder had known General Vega 
before, and immediately insisted upon his mounting his 
(Captain M.'s) horse. No sooner was this done, than it 
became necessary for the battalion to move on, and Cap- 
tain Magruder was ordered by Colonel Childs to escort 
the prisoner, in security^ with a small command, to 
General Taylor. Fortunately no rescue was attempted, 
as hi^ command was very small, and the order was 
promptly executed, when General Vega was introduced 
on the field, by Captain Magruder, to General Taylor. 
General Taylor shook him warmly by the hand, and ad- 
dressed to him the following handsome remarks : 

" < General : I do assure you, I deeply regret that this 
misfortune has fallen upon you. I regret it sincerely, and 
I take great pleasure in returning you the sword which 
you have this day worn with so much gallantry,' handing 
him, at the same time, the sword which General Vega 
had yielded to Captain May. General Vega made a 
suitable reply in Spanish, and was then taken charge of 
by Colonel Twiggs, at the colonel's own request, anJ 
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enteitamed by bam in the most hosptt&bte mmmetj in hit 
own tent, until his depaiture for New Orleans; 

« One must record and admire so tnudi courleqr and 
gentknefls, mrited, in a most sangamaiy field, with so 
much devotion and courage." 



CHAPTER V. 

Taylor's hmnauity — Exchange of priaonera^-O^r a^rmy crooBeft 
the Rio Grande-Capture of Matamoraa. 

On the morning after the battle of Resaca de la Palma, 
General Taylor, with his usual humanity, sent to Mata- 
moras for Mexican surgeons to attend their own wounded, 
and for men to bury their* dead ; and the same day was 
occupied by the Americans in burying their dead. 

On the 1 1th of May an exchange of prisoners took 
place ; and Gr^neral Taylor started for Point Isabel for 
the purpose of communicating with Commodore Conner, . 
commanding the American squadron in the Gulf of 
Mexicp, who bad sailed to Brazos Santiago, in order to 
render aid to the general. The interview is thus hui-^ 
morously described by Mr. Thorpe, in his book entitled 
"Our Army on the Rio Grande," which we would 
remark, in passUig, is by far the most accurate, iuU, and 
entertaining account of the early operations of the .Army 
of Occupation, which has yet appeared. 

« The singular simplicity that marks General Taylor's 
personal api>earance and habits, has become a subject 
q{ imiversal fame. It is curious that a soldier, so emi- 
uent in all the qualities of discipline, should be so 
citizen-looking in his own appearance. Commodore 
CjQuner, on the contrary, is an officer that is not only 
stxict in his dress, but has an extra nicety about it. He 
appears in full and splendid uniform on all public occa- 
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sions, being the exact contrast, in this particular, of 
General Taylor. 

"At the proper time, Commodore Conner sent word 
to General Taylor, that he would come on shore to pay 
him a visit of ceremony. This put old ^ Rough and 
Ready' into a tremendous excitement. If Commodore 
Conner had quietly come up to his tent, and given him 
a sailor^s grip, and sat down on a camp-chest, and 
talked over matters in an old-fashioned way, General 
Taylor would have been prepared; but, to have the 
most carefully-dressed officer in our navy, commanding 
the finest fleet, come in full uniform, surrounded by all 
the glittering pomp of splendid equipments — to pay a 
visit of ceremony, was more than General Taylor had, 
without some effort, nerve to go through with ; but, ever 
equal to the emergencies, he determined to compliment 
Commodore Conner, and through him the navy, by ap- 
pearing in jvll uniform^ a thing his officers, associated 
with him for years, had never witnessed. 

" In the meanwhile, Commodore Conner was co^ta- 
ting over the most proper way to compliment General 
Taylor. Having heard of his peculiar disregard of mili- 
tary dress, he concluded he would make the visit in a 
manner comporting to General Taylor's habits, and con- 
sequently equipped himself in plain white drillings and, 
unattended, came ashore. 

"The moment General Taylor heard that Commodore 
Conner had landed, he abandoned some heavy work he 
was personally attending to about the camp, and precipi- 
tately rushed into his tent, delved at the bottom of an 
old chest, and pulled out a uniform coat, that had peace^ 
fully slumbered for years in undisturbed quietude, slipped 
himself into it, in his haste fastening it so that one side 
of the standing collar was three button-holes above the 
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Other, and sat himself down as tincoigidroftable as can 
well be iraagined^ With quiet step, and unattended^ 
Commodore Conner presented himself at General Tay« 
lor's tent. The noble representatives of the army and 
navy shook bands, both iii exceeding astonishment at 
each other's pergonal appearance. 

« The wags of the army say, that the above contains 
the only authentic account of General Taylor's eve? 
bmg ( headed,' and that since that time, he has taken 
to linen roundabouts, of the largest dimensions, witb 
more pertinacity than ever." . 

The folbwing despatch contains General . Tayk>r's 
own account of bis movements on the 12th. • 

HEAD*QlTARTK]t8, ArMT OF OCCUPATION, ) 

Point Isabely Texas, May 12, 1846. ) 
Sir : I am making a hasty visit to this place, for the 
purpose of haviiig an interview with Commodore C<^ 
ner, whose squadron is now at anchor off the harbour, 
and arranging with him a combmed movement. up the 
river. I avail myself of the brief time at my command 
to report that the main body of the army is now 
occupying its former position opposite Matameras. 
The Mexican forces are almost disorganized, and I shall 
lose no time in investing Matamoras, and opening iht 
navigation of the river. 

I regret to report that Major Ringgold died the 
momiog of the 11th instant, of the severe wound re- 
ceived in the action of Palo Alto. With the exception 
of Captain Page, whose wound is dangerous, the other 
wounded officers a.re doing well. In my report of the 
second engageipent, I accidentally omitted the name 
of Lieutenant Dobbins, 3d infantry, among the officers 
slightly wounded, and desire that the omission may be 
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9ii{)plMd !&• the dMpafteb- ksetf. I am under the peinAii 
aaoessity of reportiog that Lieutenant Blake> Topogram 
phical EngmeerSy after rendering distisguished service 
in my staff during the affair of the 8th instant, acci- 
dentally shot Jiimself vnth a pistol on the following day, 
and expired before night. 

It has been qaite impossible as yet to furnish detitiled 
reports of our engagements with the enemy, or «Tet) 
aoeovate returns of the killed and wounded. Our loss 
Is not far from three officers and forty men killed, and 
thirteen officers and one hundred men wounded ; while 
that pf the enemy h^s in all probaUity exceeded- three 
hi)nclred • killed ; more than two famidred have faeeo 
buried by us on the two fields of battle. 

i \akrt exchanged a sufficient number of prisoners to 
recover the command of Captain Thornton. The 
wounded prisoners have been sent to Matamoras'^-the 
wounded officers on their parole. General Vega and a 
fhw other officers have been sent to New OrleaiM^ 
having deel^d a parole^ and wiU be reported to Major*- 
General Gaines. I am not conversant with the uaa^[e« 
of war in such cases, and beg that such provisioi^ may 
be made for these prisoners as may be authorised bj 
kw. Our own prisoners have been treated with great 
Ictndness by the Mexican officers. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, ypur obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Brevet Brig. Qen. U. 8. Ji,^ Cognnumdingi. 
The Adjutanv-Gen^ial of the Army, | 

Washington, D. C. > . 

The I3th and 14th of May were spent by General 
faylo.r in organizing and despatching a force to capture 
j^arita, a town near the mouth of the Rio Grande, on 
the Mexican side, where the enemy was said to be con- 



MBiniluig tke remnios of his ibaitfired and vaaqui9bed, 
aimy. Commodore Coooer ordered a part of bk fleet 
to ochoperate, and the plaoe was quietly taken on the 
1S&9 the iiihabitanta fleeing on t^e approach of the 
Avericans. 

The next operation was the capture of Matamoraa- 
Everything was ready for an attack on the town on the 
evening of the 16th. 

On the morning of the 17tb^ , about aunrifle, Qene*. 
nd Asnpudia gave the signal that be wished a parley 
with Qenearal Taylor. He sent over to the camp a 
person, and requested of Greneral Taylor the granting, 
of an armistice. To this General Taylor replied, ^\ Si/y, 
tiie time for asking an armistice is past; you shoiild 
have thought of this before ; it is now toe late to think 
ef such a thing/^ General Ainpndia then desired a| 
suqpension of hostilities. This» also. General Tayk>K 
ponlively refused. He had brought out all his cannon to 
tbe front, and was determined they should render some 
service, at tbe same time pointing to the cannon and iti( 
pontion. General An^nidia then asked General Taylor 
if in surrendering the town he would be allowed to ex«» 
eept the p^vernment property, Qe^eral Taylor replied 
^^ No," and that he intmided to take the tpwn at 8 A. M, 
the next day. 

Amptidia then retired, and General Taylpr marched 
bis forces up to Fort Brown, and at daylight commenced 
erossing the. river. No re^stance was offered by the 
Mexicans on the l^nk of th^ riyer, and it is spid many 
of them assisted in landing the boats. One officer, a 
lieutenant, was drowned in crossing the river. After 
crossing they were met by a number of Mexican officers, 
who desired to know of General Taylor if they could 
retain the government property. General Taylor re- 
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plied ''that he wanted all the town." The Amerioaii 
forces then marched into the place, and Adjutant Bfias 
rode up to the fort, and sounding the parley, demanded 
the surrender of the town. He was asked if the 
government property would be excepted. He replied 
"that nothing could be retained, all must be sur- 
rendered." V 

The Mexican flag was immediately hauled down, 
and the star-spangled banner was run up in its stead. 

The citizens joined loudly in the cheering of the army. 
A suflScient force was. then placed in the fort, and the 
^rmy, after moving through the town, drew off and en«- 
cajnped in the vicinity. Not a gun was fired. 

On arriving at the city, it was discovered that Arista 
had departed with his forces, leaving only the mounted 
battery ; all the mortars, and such of the military appa- 
ratus as could not be removed in their haste to escape^ 
v^re thrown into the wells. A party from our army 
went out to reconnoitre immediately after the entrance 
into Matamoras, and overtook a portion of the Mexi- 
cans, who were retreating, twenty-two of whom were 
made prisoners. 

Arista retreated to Reynosa, where he encamped, wait- 
ing a reinforcement from Pa redes. 

General Taylor, like a true American officer, gave 
orders to his army not to take the slightest article with- 
out paying for its iactual value. The citizens of Mata- 
moras were permitted to go on with their business as 
usual, vrith the exception of selling liquors. 



I. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Siege and capture of Monterey. 

The following letter from an American at Point Isabel, 
dated May 26th, 1846, gives a graphic apcount of the 
state of affairs which immediately followed the capture 
of Matanioras: f 

" I arrived here yesterday morning, on the steamer 
Florida, after a passage of eight days, and find tliat the 
news of the taking of M atamoras was carried from here 
a week ago. There is nothing occurring here now of stir- 
ring interest, the fighting having ceased, for some weeks 
to come at least, and I am inclined to think that there 
will be ho more of it on the Rio Grande. Our army 
must seek the enemy in their own country if they desire 
to meet them in any considerable bodies. Ampudia's 
defeat on the 8th and 9di, has ruined the Mexican army 
now in the north. They have lost everything, mules, 
pack-saddles, ammunition, arms, and men enough to 
strike terror to their hearts. Port Polk, as this point is 
now called, is a complete museum at the present moment, 
with its Mexican booty — Mexican prisoners, mules, 
lances, saddles curiously wrought, leather pack-saddles, 
huge saddle-bags, muskets, drums, ordnance, copper 
cannon-balls, grape-shot, letters and all kinds of docu- 
ments picked up on the ground where Ampudia was 
encamped. One of the oflScers, who was in the two 
engagements, says that the supper which the Mexicans 
had in th«ir confidence prepared for themselves, and 



82 TAYLOR AND HIS GIlNEIiALS. 

\ 

t 

which they were obliged so suddenly to abandon, afibrded 
a rich repast to our tired and hungry officers and men. 
He pronounces their liquors, chocolate, soups, roast beef, 
&c., to have been first rate, x^impudia's plate, which 
was valuable, was promptly returned to him. Most of 
the wounded have been sent to Corpus Christi,*but there 
are still enough here to represent most painfully the sad 
results of war. Captain Page, whose under jaw was 
completely shot away, is in a fair way of recovering. 
Captain Hooe is walking about with the stump of his 
right arm dangling by his side, and appears to be in 
excellent humour. Colonel Mcintosh, who was badly 
wounded, was stretched out yesterday in a Mexican 
wagon, trying to read. He was stabbed in the throat, or 
rather down the tliroat, in the neck, and in other parts of 
the body, and was repeatedly knocked down in the fight. 
Lieutenant Maclay, who was wounded in the action of 
the 9th, is here, with an awfully sore shin, across whidi 
a Mexican grape-shot passed, shaving a leeth closer than 
was safe, as it carried with it a slice of bone and sinew. 
Instances of individual heroism occurred at those two 
engagements which would have immortalized a Spartan. 
" Volunteers are gathering here in crowds. Yesterday 
the Ondiaka, Mary Kingsland, Florida, and Orleans, 
arrived \vith troops fronfc New Orleans. A company of 
Texan rangers came down to Padre Island, and wem 
crossing over last evening. Some are encamped near 
the fort, on the prairie, and six companies of Louisiana 
volunteers are encamped on the Point, 3J raile$, 
distant, at the bar. I had the pleasure, yesterday, of 
meeting General Memucan Hunt, of the Texan voliln*^ 
teens. The general looks well, and is anxious to be on 
the field, rfis men are hardy-looking fellows. All they 
pray for is to be permitted to go o*it through the interior, 
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BB our ktmj marches on towards Mexico, and to take 
such towns as they can reach. Their knowlefdge of the 
country, their hardihood, and experience in fighting 
Mexicans, fit them peculiarly for such service. 

" There are more than twenty vessels lying here, inside 
and outside of the bar— one firigate of war, and the 
balance transports and trading-vessels. The Florida 
drew less than seven feet, and bumped heavily on the 
bar, as she came over yesterday mommg. The sutlers 
put the screws to the poor soldiers here at a cruel rate, 
in the way of charges. It is really outrageous, and 
should be looked to by those in power." 

General Taylor, although now in possession of Mata- 
moras, found himself in no condition to advance further 
into the enemy's cx)untry. He was deficient not only in 
troops, but in supplies and the means of transportation. 
It became necessary, therefore, for him to remain at this 
post through the greater part of the summer, waiting for 
the necessary means of prosecuting the invasion. 

The Mexican inhabitants of Matamoras, though at first 
rather shy of the Americans, soon became familiarized 
with them, and readily furnished provisions, taking care 
to be very liberally paid for them. Assassinations of strag- 
glers from the camp occasionally took place ; but on the 
whole the inhabitants seemed cheerfully to acquiesce in 
the altered state of affairs. 

In the beginning of June General Taylor's force did 
not exceed 9000 men, including 750 stationed at Barita, 
and dOO at Point Isabel. Reinforcements were coming 
in slowly from the different states of the union, and, al- 
though he was anticipating the arrival of a suffident force 
^ to warrant his advance towards Monterey, where the 
enemy was concentrating bis forces, neither men nor 
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steamboats had yet arrived sufficiient to enablehim even to 
fix the time of his departure. 

In the meantime the Mexicans were not only dis- 
couraged by defeat^ but distracted by internal dissensions. 
Paredes, the president of the republic, was reported to 
have superseded his defeated generals and assumed the 
command ; but his authority was defied by Arista, who 
was organizing one of those insurrections which are so 
frequent in the political history of Mexico. The election 
of the 16th of June,- however, resulted in the choice 
of Paredes as president, and General Bravo, the gover- 
nor of Vera Cruz, as vice president. 

By the military arrangements which followed this re- 
organization of the government, General Arevalo was 
sent to Monterey, and Bravo to Mexico, while Mejia 
^ was placed in the command of the northern army, and 
Ampodia was ordered to San Luis Potosi. Monterey, 
being considered the most probable scene of General 
Tajlor's next operations, was strongly fortified and fur^ 
nished with provisions and munition's of war. 

Before the end of June General Taylor was strongly reio- 
forced by the arrival of numerous bodies of fresh volunteers 
from various parts of the union ; but his means of transpori- 
^ta^ion were still deficient. A very intelligent writer says, 
"Had General Taylor received the number of volunteers 
. he called for in the first instance, with a sufficiency of 
stealers with which to move them and their subsistence, 
it is thought by those best acquainted that the 4t]|i of 
July would have been celebrated in Monterey instead of 
Matamoras. The Mexicans certainly could not have 
recovered from the panic with which they started from 
Resaca de la Palma in season to make a formidable stand 
ibis side the mountains, so that Monterey could have 
been taken without firing a gun. It is too late now. A 
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tardineas in forwarding steamers has deprived the com- 
manding general of a most glorious opportunity of occu- 
pying one of the strongest holds of the enemy.". 

On the other hand, the secretary of war, in his annual 
report, thus apologizes for the apparent neglect of the 
government to follow up the brilliant successes of General 
Taylor by prompt and adequate support: 

" Owing to the great difficulty in providing the means 
of transporting supplies for so large a force as that con*" 
centrated on the Rio Grande ; to the necessity of draw* 
ing all those supplies from the United States — the enemy's 
country being destitute of them ; to the unusual freshets 
which retarded the progress of boats on the river, and to 
the impracticability of the land route for wagons at that 
time, arrangements for the movement upon Monterey 
from Matamoras, by the way of Camargo, the Toute 
selected by the commanding general, were not completed 
until the latter part of August, when a column, consisting 
of about 6000 regular and volunteer troops, commenced 
a forward movement by brigade upon Seralvo, and thence 
upon Monterey, before which place it arrived on the 19th 
of September." 

In the meantime Captain McCuUoch with the Texan 
rangers had seized and occupied the Mexican ports of 
Reynosa, Camargo, and Mier, without resistance on the 
part of the enemy. It was not until the 5th of Augc^st, 
nearly three months aft^r Ihe battle of Resaca de la 
Falma, that General Taylor was able to take up hi» 
line of march from Matamoras' for Camargo. On 
arriving at that place, General Worth was detached to 
San Juan, while Captain Wall occupied Reynosa, and 
General Twiggs had been left in command of Matamo* 
ras. Towards the end of August, General Worth was 
ordered to advance to Seralvo and there to await further 
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with our advance at the village of Ramas, induced the 
belief, as we approached Monterey, that the enemy 
would defend that place. Upon reaching the neigh- 
bourfiood of the city on the morning of the 19th of Sep- 
tember, this belief was folly confirmed. It was ascer- 
tained that he occupied the town in force ; that a large 
work had been constructed commanding all the northern 
approaches ; and that the Bishop's Palace, and some 
heights in its vicinity near the Saltillo road,* had also 
been fortified, and occilpied with troops and artillery. 
h was known, from information previously received, that 
the eastern approaches were commanded by several 
small works in the lower edge of the city. 

The configuration of the heists and gorges in the 
direction of the Saltillo road, as visible fi'om the point 
attained by our advance on the morning of the 19th, led 
'me to suspect that it was practicable to turn all the 
works in that direction, and thus cut off the enemy's 
line of communication. After establishing my camp at 
the « Walnut Springs," three miles from Monterey, the 
nearest suitable position, it was, accordingly, my first 
care to order a close reconhoissance of the ground in 
question, which Was executed on the evening of the 
19th, by the engineer officers under the direction of 
Major Mansfield. A reconnoissande of the eastern ap- 
proaches was at the same time made by Captain Wil- 
liaans, Topographical Engineers. The examination made 
by Major Mansfield proved the entire practicability of 
throwing forward a column to the Saltillo road; and thus 
turning the position of the enemy. Deeming this to be 
an operation of essential importance, orders were giveti 
to Brevfet-Brigadier General Worth, commanding the 
second division, to mar^ch wifli his command on the 
20th ; to turn the hill of the Bishop's Palace : to occupy 



a jimtkoto^ ^ SaHiUattiady and to c«ur]7^th« eacmy's 
.detached voiks id that quarter, where ^ -^otkable. Th^ 
first regiment of Texas mounted volunteers, under con^r 
mand of Colonel Hays, was associated with the second 
division on this service. Captain Sanders^ Engineers, 
and Lieutenant Meade, Topographical Engineers, were 
also ordenid to report to General Worth for duty with 
his column. 

w 

At two o'clock P. M. on the 20th, the 3d division took 
up its march. It was soon disoovered, by officers who 
were reconnoitering the town, and communicated to 
General Worth, that its movement had been perceived, 
and that the enemy was throwing reinforcements towards ' 
the Bi^op's Palace, and the height which commands it. 
To divert his attention as far as practicable, the first 
division^ under Brigadier-General Twiggs, and field 
division of volunteers, unde!r Major*General Butler, 
were displayed in front of the town until darjc. Arr 
rangements were made at the same time to place in 
battery, during the night, at a suitaUe distance from the 
enemy's main work, the citadel, two 24-pounder howit- 
zers, and a 10-inch mortar, with a view to open a fire 
on the following day, when I proposed to make a diver- 
sion in favour of General Worth ^s movement. The 4th 
infantry covered this *battery during the night. General 
Worth had in the meantime reached and occupied, for 
the night, a defensive position just without range of a 
battery above the Bishop's Palace, having made.a re- 
connoissance as far as the Saltillo road. ' 

Before proceeding to report the operations of the 21st 
and the following days, I beg leave to state that I shall 
mepition in detail only those which were conducted 
against the eastern extremity of the city, or elsewhere, 
under my immediate direction, refeniag you for the 
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/parfiailays of • General Worth^s operations, inMeh- i«retffc 
entirely detached, to his own ftill report transsmitted 
herewith. 

Early on the morning of the 21st, I reociTed a note 
from General Worth, written at half past nine o'olodc the 
-night before, sugg^ting what I had already intended, 
;a strong diversion against the centre and left of the* 
town, to favour his enterprise against the heights in 
rear. The infantry and artillery of the 1st division, and 
the field division of volunteers, were ordered unde^ arms, 
.and took the direction of the city, leaving one company 
^of each regiment as a camp guard. The 2d dragoons, 
omder Lieutenant-Colonel May, and Colonel Woods* 
regiment of Texas mounted volunteers, under the imme- 
<liate direction of General Henderson, were directed to the 
right to support General Worth, if necessary, and to make 
an impression, if practicable, upon the upper quarter of the 
city. Upon approaching the mortar battery, the l«t 
uind 3d regiments of infantry, and battalion of Baltimore 
and Washington volunteers, Jwith Captain Bragg's field 
-battery — ^the whole under the command of Lieutenant^ 
Colonel Grarland — were directed towards the lower part 
•of the town, with orders^ to make a strong demon8ti»- 
iion, and carry one of the enemy's advanced woiios, if 
it could be done without too heavy loss. Major Mans- 
field, Engineers, and Captain Williams and Lieutenant 
Pope, Topographical Engineers, accompanied this coV 
limn, Major Mansfield being charged with its direction, 
^Aid the designation of points of attack. 

In die meantimei the mortar, served by Captain Bam- 

'tsay, of the ordnance, and the howitzer battery under 

Captain Webster, 1st artillery, had opened their fere upon 

the tcitadel, iwhteh was deliberately sustained,' and.aife- 

sirered from ^lymk. <Geiieml B«rtleff'.a(Cliviaiott.ibad 



nt/^ ttiken up a position in rear of this battety, ^?bfm the 
discharges of artillery, mingled finally with a rapid fire 
of small arms, shoM^ed that Lieutenant Garland's com- 
mand had becotne warmly engaged. I now deemed it 
necessary to support this attack, and accordingly ordered 
tbe 4th infantry, and three regiments of General Buder's 
division, to march at once, by the left flank, in the direc* 
tion of the advanced work at the lower extremity of the 
town, leaving one regiment ^Ist Kentucky) to cover the 
mortar and howitzer battery. By some mistake, two 
companies of the 4th infantry did not receive this order, 
and, consequently, did not join the advance companies: 
until some time afterwards. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Garland's command had approach- 
ed the town in a direction to the right of the advanced 
work (No. 1,) at the north-eastern angle of the city, and 
the engineer officer, covered by skirmishers, bad sue-* 
cseeded in entering the suburbs and gaining cover. 
The remainder of thi» command now advanced, and en^ 
tered the town under a h^asy fire of artillery firom the 
citadel and the works on the left, and of musketry from 
tbe houses and small works in front. A movement to 
tbe rij^t was attempted, with a view to gain the rear of 
No. 1, and cariy that work, but the troops were so much 
ekposed to a fire which they could not efi*ectually return^ 
and had already sustaiiied such severe loss, particularly 
in officers, that it was deemed best to withdraw them to 
a more secure position. Captain Backus, 1st infantry, 
however, with a portion of his own and other companies,, 
liad' gained the roof of a. tannery, which looked directly 
iBtb the; gorge of No. 1, and firom which he poured a 
most destmotive fire into that work and: upon the strong 
baiictiog in its rear. This fire happfly coincided in point' 
of'timcnwitk Ae^advance of. a- portion of the volunteer 
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division upon No. 1, and contributed largdy to tbe fiA 
of that strong and important work. 

The three regiments of the volunteer division, under 
the immediate command of Major-General Butler, had 
ia the meantime advanced in the direction of No. 1. 
The leading brigade, under Brigadier-General Quitman, 
continued its advance upon that work, preceded by three 
companies of the 4th infantry, while General Butler, with 
the 1st Ohio regiment, entered the town to the right. 
The companies of the 4th infantry had advanced within 
short range of the work, when they were received by a 
fire that almost in one moment struck down oife*third of 
the officers and men, and rendered it necessary to retire 
and efiect a conjunction with the two other companies 
then advancing. General Quitman's brigade, thou^ 
suffering most severely, particularly in the Tennessee 
regiment, continued its advance, and finally carried the 
work in handsome style, as well as the strong building 
in its' rear. Five pieces of artillery, a considerable sup- 
{dy of ammunition, and thirty prisoners, including thre« 
officers, fell into our hands. 

« 

Major-Greneral Butler, with the 1st Ohio regiment, 
after entering the edge of the town, discovered that no- 
thing was to be accomplished in his firont, and at this 
point, yielding to the suggestions of sevieral officers, I 
ordered a retrogade movement ; but learning almost im^ 
mediately fi*om one of my staff that the battery No. 1 
was in our possession, the order was countermanded, 
and I determined to hold the battery and defences al* 
ready gained. General Butler, with the 1st Ohio regi- 
ment, then entered the town at a point further to the 
left, and marched in the direction of the battery No. 2. 
While making an examination with. a view to ascem 
tain the possibility of carrying this second work by 



^bt gmierilwus wounded aod 9100^ a^er cam* 
peUfid to quit the field. A3 the strei^th of No, 2, and 
the heavy musketry fire flanking .ti^e appfQiw:b> rm 
dered it impossible to carry it without gre^t loss, the 1st 
Ohio regiment was withdrawn from the town. 

Fragments of the various regiments eagaged were 
now under cover of the captured battery and some build- 
ings in its front, and on the right. The 6eld battery ot 
Captains Bragg and Ridgely was also partially covered 
by the battery. An incessant fire was kept on this posi** 
tion from battery No. 2, and other works on its right> 
and from the citadel on all our approaches. Gei)era} 
Twiggs, though quite unwell, joined me at this point,, 
and was instrumental in causing the artillery captured 
from the enemy to be placed in battery, and served by 
Captain Ridgely, against No. 2, until the arrival of 
Captain Webster's howitzer battery, which took its. 
place. In the meantime, I directed such men as could 
be collected of the Ist, 8d, and 4th regiments and Babi 
more battalion, to enter the town^ penetrating . to the 
right, and carry the 2d battery if possible. This com-* 
mand, under Lieutenant-Colonel Garland, advcinced be-* 
yond the bridge ** Purisima," when, finding it irppracti* 
cable to gain the rear of the. 2d battery, a portion of it 
sustained themselves for some time in that advanced, 
position ; but as no permanent impression couUrbe m^de 
at that point, and the main object of the general opera* 
tion had been effected, the command, including a section 
of Captain Ridgdy's battery, which had joined it, was 
"Withdrawn to battery No. 1. During the absence ot 
l^is column, a demionstration of cavalry was reported in 
the direction- of the citadel. Captain Bragg, who ^a 
at hand, immediately galfe)ped with his battery to n 
suitable position, from which a few diseharges efiectaally 
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di§^ifs<ld the dn«tny;. > &a^liiiy'Mii]«r^'f8t«|6ft%iC^ 
despatob^d \vilb a mixed cdiffiiiand to sapp^t thfe blit«* 
tel^y on this a^rvice. The en^tty's l^iceni had pre* 
viously oharged upon the Ohio aad a part of the Mis*4i 
sissippi regiments, near sotne fields at a distaniie from' 
thfe edge of tfce t<ywn, and had been repulsed with con- 
siderable loss. A demonstration' of cavahry on the oppo^^ 
site side of the river was also dispersed in the oourse of 
the afternoon by Captain Ridgely's battery, and tke 
squadrons retnrned to the city. At the. approach of: 
e^^ening all the troops that had been engaged 'were on* 
d^red back to the isainp, except Captain fiidgely's b^* 
tery and the regidar infantry of the Ist division, who 
\tei^ dlstailed as a guard for thei^orks during the night, 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Garland. One; 
balttalion &[ the 1st Kentucky regiment was ordered to- 
reinforce this command. Inttienohing tools were pro- 
cured, and additional strength was given to the works, 
and p^oteetidn to the men, by working4>arties during 
the mght, under the direction of Lieutenant Scariitti 
Engineers. 

* The mfein object proposedN in. the morning had beetr^ 
effecftM. A powerful diversion had beeii madd to- 
favour the operations of the 2d division, one of ttie 
efftemy^s adtatited wotks had beeia earriad, and we now 
bad ft stroing foot^hold in the towB* Bat this had not 
ht^n accomplished without a very heavy loss, embracing 
some of our most gallant and a^icomplished officers: 
Captain Witliaihs, Topdgrapfaidal Engineers ; Lieul:enants^ 
Terrctt fflild DilWorth, 1st infantry ; Lieutenant Wooda^ 
2d 'infantry ; Captains Morris and Field, Brevets-Major 
Bafbodr/ Lieotenahtc^ Ir\^in.^d Haoslitt, 3d inf^tiy;* 
Lieiltenaiit Hoskinii, 4tli infiintry; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Watson) Baltimore battalion; Captain Allen and Lieu-^ 



t^BHt' SEotftaokL^ Teimesi^ iregimeiit, aad kkotomad;^ 
Hsit,. OIho legimenty ware killed^ or. have since diod oS 
\yoands received in this engagement, while tJbe numbcir 
and rank of the officers wounded gives additional prdof 
of the obstinacy of the- contest, and the good eol^duet^ 
of our troops. The number of killed and wounded ino^-^ 
dent to the operations in the lower part of the city, on 
the 21st is 394. 

Early in the morning of this day (21st), the advance 
of the 2d division had encountered the enemy in forcei) 
and after a brief but sharp conflict, repulsed bim with?: 
heavy loss. General -Worth then succeeded in gainkxg 
a position on the Saltillo road, thus cutting the e&emy^a^ 
line of communication. From this position the twoi 
heights south of the Saltillo road were carried in sucoes- 
aon, and the; guns taken in one of them turned upoft 
the Bishop's Palace. These importaftit successes wer0 
fortunately obtained with comparatively small loss:^ 
Captain McKavett, 8th infantry, being the only officer . 
killed. . 

The 22d day of September passed without any active, 
operations in the lower part of the city. Th^ oitadel 
and other works continued to fire at parties es^posed t^ 
their range, and at the work now occupied by our troops. 
Ifhe guard left in it the preceding night, ^Oept Captslin. 
Bidgely^s company, was relieved at midrdsgr by Geneml 
Quitman's brigade. Captain Bragg's battery^ yim: 
thrown under cover in front of the town, to i^pel angif. 
domonstration of cavalry in that q,u^rter. At dawu of - 
day ther height above the Bishop's Pa}a<^Vafii «aniedy 
aiid soon after meridian the Palace itself wa(si takpn, and^; 
it8.guDfl tamed upon the fugitive gdjrrison.. The objdctii 
fi^r whiofa the 2d division ym detached had thu^ hemu^ 
coiapletely acoompiisbed, and I felt eonfidejit tb«j(.wiih' 91; 
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sdMmg force occupying the road and hei^rii:]ii bis fiear^ ' 
and a good position below the city in our posaiesaoB^tbe 
enemy cduld not possibly maintain the town. 

During the night of the 22d the enemy evacuated ; 
deaily all his defences in the lower part of the city« 
This was reported to me early in the morning of Ae.y 
23d, by General Quitman, who had already meditated.' 
an assault upon those works. I immediately sent in**,^ 
stmctions to that officer, leaving it to his discretion to 
enter the city, covering his men by the houses and waUs^ ^ 
and advance carefully so far as he might deem prudent* 

Aifter ordering the remainder of the troops as a re- 
serve, under the orders of Brigadier'^General Twiggs» 
I repaired to the abandoned works, and discovered tbi^ 
a portion of General Quitman's brigade had entered the. 
town, and were successfully forcing their ^ay towards' 
the principal plaza/ I then ordered up the 3d regiment 
of Texas mounted volunteers, who entered the city, dis-^i 
mounted, and, under the immediate orders of General 
Henderson, co-operated with General Quitman's bri- 
gade. Captain Bragg's battery was also ordered up, 
supported by the 3d infantry, and after firing for some^ 
time at the Cathedral, a portion of it was likewise 
thrown into the city. Our troops advanced from hdltae > 
to house, and from square to square, until they reached 
a street but one square in rear of the principal plaza, in 
and near which the enemy's force was mainly conoenr 
trated. This advance was conducted vigorously, bot- 
with due caution, and although destructive to the eneVnyry 
was attended with but small loss on our part. Gaptam ' 
Ridgely, in the meantime, had served a captured pi4oe • 
m battery No. 1 against the city, until the advance of 
our men rendered it imprudent to fire in the direction of 
the Cathedral. I was now satisfied that we could ope-' 
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rate sucoeasfulty in ib^ city, and that the enemy had 
retired from the lower |>ortion of it to make a stand be- 
hind his barricades. As General Quitman's brigade had 
been on duty &e previous night, I determined to with- 
draw the troops to the eyacuated works, and concert 
with G^eneral .Worth a combined attack upon the town. 
The troops accordingly fell back deliberately, in good 
order, and resumed ttheir ordinal [iositions^ General 
Q^uitman's brigade being relieved after nightfall by that 
of (jreneral Hamer. On my return to camp, I met an 
officer with th^ intelligence that General Worth, induced 
by the firing in the lower part of the city, was about 
making an attack at the upper extremity, which had 
also beien eracuated by the enemy to a cxmsiderable dis- 
tance. I regretted that this information bad not reached 
me before leaving the city, but still deemed it ine3q)edient 
to change my orders, and accordingly returned to camp. 
A note from General Worth, written at 11 o'clock ♦ 
P* M., informed me that he had advanced to withm a 
short distance of the principal plaza, and that the mortar 
(which had been sent to his division in the momingj 
was doing good execution within effective range of the 
enemy's position. 

Desiring to make no further attempt upon the city 
without complete concert as to the lines and mode of 
approach, I instructed that officer to su^end his ad- 
vance until I couki have an interview with him on the 
following morning, at his head-quarters. 

Early in the morning of the 24th I received, through 
Colonel Moreno, a communication from General Am- 
pudia, proposing to evacuate ihe town ; which, with th^' 
answer, were forwarded with my first despatch, I ar- 
ranged with Colonel Moreno a cessation of fire until 
twelve o'clock, at which hour I would receive the answer 
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of*'tlfe Mbi^lcail geherhl iafGteheral WartWirTiwclftqHa«*r 
ters, to Whidi 1 suKytirepBiteAi In the oAeaAtiraeyQene^ 
ral Andpudia had signified to General Worth, hiib desfrer 
(6t a per^dnal^ ibter?ie^ witb me, to wbidh L Acceded, 
arid wfai6k finally resulted in a capitulaticm, placing the 
town ani(J the material of war> with certain exceptions, 
in onr possesion. A copy of that capitiila^oin was 
transmitted with my first despatch. • 

Upon occupying the city, it wste discoTered to be oft 
great sttfength in itself, and to have its apprdadhes care- 
fully and strongly fortified. Tbft town aiid Woriw were 
armed with forty-two pieces of cannon, well supplied 
with ammunition, and manned with a force of ht least 700ft 
troops of the line, and from 2C(0(> to 3000 irregoUii9i 
The force under my orders before Montiereyjas' exhibited? 
by the accompanying return, Was^485 offieens, and 6286- 
men. Chir artillery consisted of one ten inch mortarj 
two twenty-four pounder howitzers, and four light fi«ld* 
b&tteries of four guns each— -the mortfifr being tlie onljr 
piece suitable to the operations of a siege< 

Our loss is twelve officers and t08'meA kifled; tlilrtyt 
one officers and 337 men wounded; Tliat of the eviem^v 
is not known, but is believed considerably to fecceec?. 
otir 6WI1. 
' I take pleasure in bringitig to thfe notice of the>g tveattt. 
nient the good conduct of the troo'ps, both re^ulijns'aa«4. 
voMnteers, which has been conspicuous tfaroughimt the^ 
operations. I am proud td bear testimony to Ariiroodli 
ne«5 and constancy in battte, and the ctaeeiiEbliiessb^fWlth. 
which they have submitted to exposures and priratoon 
To the general officers commanding divisaon9*-«*Maj6i^ 
Generals Butler an^ Henderson, and Brigadier .Genenl(<> 
Twiggs and Worth — ^I munt'^xpress niy'dbiigatidii»feii 
the efficient aid ^'Hidh they have rewdi&red ih»*theiii 



on the 31jt, of the valuAblerfiefviQes pf MajorXieojeial 

. ^ader, wfkoiiBvaB- disable by a wounjd rec^iy^ in t^e 

(tfttabtcion the citj. MdjoxuGreB^nal Header^it) c^ffi- 
noanding the Texan voliuiteers, ba« givai ane import^pt 
add in the oigankeatMiD^of his vpmmandrt^d its Giub^e- 
qaeilt operatioos. Brigadier-Geaeial Twiggy r^n^itd 
important Aervices with Us division^ aad5 as the.si^oad 
on oominand,. after MajorrGr^oeral-'Bud^r, vras diusabted. 
Biigadt6]>Geneml Worth was iatnnsted wi^i ^n iif^portsmt 
'delachneoty whi(5h lend^edtbis opearatioQS independdnt 
!ef my own. These operatioas were conducted with 
lalHlity, and crowned with complete, success. I ..desire 

^alao to notice Brigadier-GenjejpaJs Hameraiid Qvityipp, 
comnainding' brigades in Genial Butler's divisiop- 

.JLieut^naiit'Coloiids Garland and WilfiOB),ponM9£^iiig 
.brigadieain Gieneral Twiggs?s division ; Colonfls MiJbcib- 

■ cieUy' Campbell, Davis, and Wood, commandii^ the Qi^y 
Tennessee, Mississippi, and, 2d Texas regian^ts, fe- 
rfifpectifvely \ and Majors Lear, Allen, and AberOrf^paMe, 

. Gcunmaodiog the 3d, 4tb) end 1st regiments of infaantiy : 

ail of whom served under my eye, and condi^ct^ their 

:, commands with coolness and gallpntry against the «nen^y. 

CdDnel Mitchell, Lieutenant-*CQloiKl .M'Cluag^lVli^ris- 

. ^pi Begitnent> M^jor Lear, 3d infantry ^ond: Major AJ^%a^- 

X d^r^ Tennf ssee regiment,wereallseverely W;Qunded»as wf re 

: Captain Lamotte, 1st infantry, Lieutenant Graham, 4th 

:iniiiifH!ry9 AdJQtant Armstrong, Ohio regiment, Lif^utenaats 

'^Sf^der and Allen, Tennes£fee regimeatyimd Lieute^Mint 

Howard, Mississippi regiment, while kadii^g their, oven 

. ,against<theeQemy'spositionontbe21stand23d. After the 

. fiUl of Colonel Mitchell, the command of the 1st Qhio 

i^giaient devolved apon Lieutenant'^CoIonel Wellar; 

.ltha*of,,the 3d. fifanl{ry,.aft?r itbe fall of .lM5«Pr ^«|ir. 
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devolved in soccessbn upon Captiin BwiAriii^ and 
Captain Henry,thc former being also wounded. The 
following named officers bate been f«wurably noticed 
by their comtiianders : Lieutenant-Golonel Aaderson 
and Adjutant Helman, Twmessee regiment ; Laeutenant- 
' Colonel M'Clung, Captains Cpoper and Dowoing ; 
Lieutenants Batterson, Calboon, Moore, Russel, and 
Cook, Mississippi regiments; also Sergeant - Major 

* Hearlan, Mississippi regiment ; and Major Prkse and 
Captain J. R. Smith, unattached, but serving with it. 
I beg leave also to call attention to the good c»»d«ict of 
Captain Johnson, Ohio r^ment, and Lieutenant Hooker, 

* 1st artillery, serving on the staff of General Hamer, 
and of Lieutenant Nichols; 2d artillery, on that of 
General Quitman. Captains Bragg and Kidgely served 
with their batteries during the operations und^ my own 
observation, and in part under my immediate ordiers, ftnd 
exhibited distinguished skill and gallantry . Captain Web* 

* st^r, 1st artillery, assisted by Lieutenants Donaldson and 
f Bowen, rendered good service with the howitzer battery, 

which was much exposed to the enemy's fire on the 21st. 

From the nature of the operations, the 2d dragoons 
were not brought into action, but were usefully employed, 
under the direction of Lieutenant-Colonel May, as 
escorts, and in keeping open our communications. The 
1st Kentucky regiment was also prevented from par- • 
tidpating in the action of the 21st, but rendered highly 
important services, under Colonel Ormsby, in covering 
the mortar battery, and holding in check the enemy's 
cavalry during the day. 

I have noticed above, the officers . whose conduct 
either fell directly under my own immediate eye, or is 
noticed' only in minor reports which are not fdrwardfed. 
For further mention bf individuals, I beg lefevfe *6 trfer 



.ter tile lepotlB of dmsion oomniandeiB lio^^dth raipwt- 
folly traDsmitted. I fuUy conedr in A&sr reoomm&idk* 
tienS) and desiite that ihey may betcomd^red as a part 
<tf tny own rtport. • 

f^offl the officers of my pciaonal atajBT and of the^engi- 
ntei«^' topographical' engineers, and ordsance, associated 
wUb me^ I have derived Toluable md efficient assiatanca 
daring the operations* Colonel Wfaitbg^ asaistant quar- 
teamaster^genaral, Goloneb; Cregban amd Belknap, in- 
spectoFs^general, Major Bliss, assistant adjntant-general, 
Caplain Sibley, asmstant quartermaster, Captain Wag- 
gtmssaj eomsaiss^ of sUbsisiehce^ Oaptain .Eaton and 
and Lieutenant Gamett, aids-de^camp, and Majors 
. Kirby and Van Buren, pay department, a^ved near my 
person, and were ever prompt, in all situatioinis,. in. the 
cofnmunioation of my orders and instnicttons. I iMSt 
express my particalar obligations toBtev^ti^Major Malts- 
field and Lieutenant Scanitt, corps of engineers. They 
both rendered most important services in reconniotring 
the enemy's positions, conducting troops in attack, and 
.atroigtbeBing .the woiks captured from the enemy. 
Major Mansfield, though wounded on the 21st, remained 
on duty during that and the following day, until con- 
£ned by his .wound to camp. Captain Williams, Topo^ 
graphical Engineers, to my great regret and the loss of 
the seryice, was mortally wounded while fearlessly ex- 
posing himself in the attack of the 21st. Lieutenant 
Pope, of the same corps, was active and zealous 
throughout the operations. Major Munroe, chief of the 
artillery, Major Cmig, and Captain Ramsey, of the ord- 
nance, were assiduous in the performance of their 
proper duties. The former superintended the mortar'- 
ser/ice on the 22d, as particularly mentioned in the 
report of General Wordi, to which I also refer for the 
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■^wttsnofBB iof 'ife Mgubsera and topogittpUctI* o^Btem dt* 
•tedwdiiriAr.liieiseoonfl division. • . 

fiaqpedn iOnagf .mediail dtraotor, "hohi iActmly «■!- 
ployed in the important duties of his dcpartmeot^ and tiie 
-medioal staff geoelwlly yrere unremitting in their atten- 
tions to tbe niittkiie?<Ais Wiuided-^^theur' duties wi&itife 
fegukr regtmepts being 'rendered uncommonljardaoos 
-by the smali nomber serrbig in the field. 

I respeetfiiUy emdose hereivithy in addition 'to Hie 

reports of (KTiBion commanders, a field return of the fbnee 

•before Monterey on the Slst of September^*^ mtura i:f 

killed, wounded, and ons^g during the opemtioo o ^wo d 

two topographical sket^dies'— one exhibiting iiH Ihe monre- 

4iients abound Monterey'-^tbe other on a' larger soaie, 

ilhistratii^ more particularly the operations 'in the hm^r 

quarter of the city^^pif^pared respectively by* lisiitenMts 

-Mead and Pbpe, TqM>grapfaical Engineers.^ 

I am, sir, very respeotftiUy, 

Your obedient ^i«rant, 

Z. TAYLCa, 
Majer^QenereU U. S. A.j Coiamnmtimg. 

.ilu Ai>juT4NT-€k]rBniLL of the Anny, | 

Wafihington, D. C ) ...; 

The operations of General Worth with his command 
on the opposite side of the city are detailed in the fol- 
lowing full report, from that able and distinguished 
officer : — 

GENERAL WORTH'S REPORT. 
H£AD-QUART£BS 2d DIVISION ArMY OF OCCUPATION, {, 

Monterey. Mexico^ September 28, 1846. J 
Sir : I have the honour to report that, in obedience tt> 
Ike rerbal orders of the general-in-chief, the* divisioii 



. * Th»f^fon» refemd tOL- io this ddspatahaie tepow^ed 
by the particular details which the general gives in the. des- 
patch itself, and are therefore oniitled. 
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9i^m^\mi»y^^ kMe ttr^Beft^^ WSSietf Uttt^ktti/' 
UMtt««»aOblillel<iliitd^^ ^d'^M^ i«giiiieiM;^Obiytaifi 
aniyk, MMlldbiigtte<^ fai:t^(k, undo' i^tttentoii^' 

(CSqfCdb Mfiw ;)i|ind on6 eompaby liOuislana Toltii^^ 
teens, (Captain Blandiard;) second brigade, tmdef 
Jiingll4tei»u6elieitf J^Mlfbr F. Ski^th; (eolond of rifles,) 
aad CMMnel Hays's regiment bf Texan mounted rifle-' 
riita, movidd' Ifom ttm itiaifi camp at £2 Bosque de St.' 
BiNiN^ at twa Vtlock P. M. on tbe &9Ql. 
- ity faMmotiefts were by a AAnir to tbe r^, to 
€liidMm>iir to find and reacb the Sidtillo road, effikft a 
dukiofi^ vee^luioisBanee of tbe approaches to the city 
^wa'. dMt' ditecfion, to cut off supplies aiid reinforce- 
ments, and, if practieri>le, •carry the heights. 
. Owii^ to the difficulties of the grouhd' aftier leating 
tbe JMiirifl, and b^&Mre strildi^ the Presqtiha Grande 
t, tbe diTirioii had reached only six mSes, in cdn 
of tbe delay in making the route practicable foi^ 
avtilleiy, which servite was perfbttned- 1^ €apta!tt- 
fihAdem, at six o'cldek P. M:, ahdDtfas halted just; 
wiftont the range of a gun^battery qn the Summit of 
an isolated hiB called Lma de Indepeipd^yna^ niidway 
» ob die ascent cl( wbihh was the Bishbp's Palace. Thence^ 
a- veboiuioksance was made, under cover of detach- 
ments of Hays^s Texans, to Ibe mtersection of the Pees- 
qaina Clmidft route, then in our possession, With Ibe 
Saki&o toad. 1%is examination resultl?d in tbe conVic*^ 
tion .that tbe grounds inr our ^nt and on our 1^, in 
aihnakce, constituted at tbe same time the weak and' 
tbe sititong pciM <3i ttat enemy^ pontion, and entered 
««di^int9-the defences of tfie eity---lbe ^eak pdint, 
7 



l)9f^^«s . of they .pecuiWxi 4^iirire . ^dwuMttr ,«l. tb^. 

n^ff^^ ifi|tb wluoh tjij^yji^ jbreep^fcfftiftld find gpMMLi 
4'r^W fl^ cte^ly,iiidi9a^dtbat;.oii^;f«^^ 
^iQiUld be strepuou^y rested, .m 
I On thp mpn^ijng of t^ 21^ji,tfeer divi«oi> iw* JNA M' 
i9ati9iv and ^^ sncl^ l€HTO^tiw.'.ii8..|q p^mstb <he 
nicest ord€f 9^ I^attlei on; 9a\yfi!ml^oi ^miHU , ^ 
six, the adv^f^i jcQi^p^.^f Hays's .T)^i^^HMirK 
l^pd,by tljftlij^t.4wwBai^i^ Ut.bng»de!,:>m(tar Q$p^ 
tjua C*.,F*,S(oi)th (1;)^ exti^iMkd s^tb^TaUeyu^^ideitaA^ 
qf. ,c0^tr^te4)9 plose^ follo>ved by DMBfi^n'flf :^f^ 
^^ill^y^apd biit^Uoai bead^ of coluw^ 4m tamj^nfm^ 
angle of the ;npii])Jbaia ja^s^ bac^eo^a OiMJed Sm Jmm'. 
nf/fi^ G^m^ ^pon.a f^oi^ forjc^ <of pavalcy iaad i^^Smt^^ 
li^Qsdy the foroier. A cpi^t ioKoe^ilifcely f$am^ 
Tjje.jTJfixw woeiy^rt \^^ heavy chftTgft <rf oayaJigr yiMk' 
%ir. anejTd^^rifl^ and uau^ .i^ll^sy.; tbe> l^. QOHie'^ 
Dffoies qpe^d r 1:9^^! agd ;well dk^oted fii^ii;.D\m»iRj^. 
Ijjjterf y?as iiji aptipn in ooe Htio^ilie (proi99tiy^9upp9M;A 
1^ aj«i|ectio|i qf M^l^V), deliveriii^ fire ovi^rolAi^ 
hc^ of our men. Sre (be cjojie of the <rodibati,wbic;hi 
laj^j^d but fifteen minutesi the fir$t biagjid^. bad fpntt^* 
t9,the.fipnt, on the right and left| 9U^ deUvesedtitafiin^..^ 
X^ ^cond. brigade was held< ip, rciaenre, tiite gioMd o^ii . 
a4^i^l^ of its deployment. The ^nf my . fcttbred. m 
diijof dier (letaying on the grouja^^ 100 kUl^ri and womiAeA;^* 
a{f(oi^ th^.fopaje*;, Dofi Jps# N,;T$||iHat.coto»el:i^f 1jm\ 
ppfpanentTegim^^t pf teQ^eE^);i^|k thf^ Sd^^^jMiStflit 
agd wa^ qlosely.puEsufd^ until we, got^iwifl^^icMBi.^^^ 
g?IK»l ^ere a]^;.% c^&M^ frwi^.Mi^ewjrt ijltttett. 



• 

Mv Aij^^Mi^^ft^iii^ itiMft' 'diittttioU) fPif6-*cxiKliidcd' uomu 
dtoiig»*tfU»''Cily. ' 'At Ikii kapilrtanl pMMt: die dMi^ 
4oD ^as halted, and attention directed toibtmcmaiwb 
km' %MMi €mA>p^ the dl^ an its iMstem^ ahd 
sdMiMiMttt^ fifees. 8bM '&co¥eiuigy henrev^^ Unfe 
(Amt t'^MMdil hfou^ u» >#Mrift effeeihe range of tfat; 
iMrttetiee, fte troope w«re ad^^toisednioBM caght hambed 
jiQrdM fcntHs^bn fhe Saltito road^ i 

•' The "Matoination^ thus fcr> had maMfealed, beaideir 
ikeinpditMee'crf^e poindeiis^ the impraetieabittty of ^ 
tt^^AM^opfMrilotts tigtiabb the ioity, iiita poaei^Mf 
of ^ke «lEt«ftbr forte aAd bMt^es. Independent^ hom*i^ 
e^f^'Of idtenor objects, die oe<mpation of Iheae heigfali 
iMttiBne iiidiapeiisable to the restoritidft Kif odr.lne9 eft 
emttltiMieatMMi %i(h head-qdsUftersy neoeaaarilyi aUtoir 
disked fef the fnoment in order to aeoare - the ^gorges «f r 
tfcue MfSto' toad.- At twelve -Mi , a ferae was detaolieil 
miJterCaptein €.-.F; Snutfa^'tnai oKdeira to stoiin diis 
httmffes on the crest of ^etienieflt hill) caDed Ikdef^ 
Umiwi After taldilg fbal/ tc^^arrfihe tfort dtiled ShU 
SaSt^ kyw Hie ' tidg& (rf the ' aiane beiglit) ntinod abeql 
990 yM». th^'two eflfeetqalljr gnaitfled the albpes andl 
UNtfda m either Galley, and coftaequendy the appioachciii 
fb Ihe eity. Thb comniand oonaiated of four companiei 
(KM, B3d, and G and H 4th mm&yi;)iaikewmun/i 
battidion, and Oreen^^ McGbwan'a, R. A. Gflleapb'a^ 
(Stnuldt^^ Btilone^a, sMd McCiiUooli(*s^oeai{naiida' oii 
Texan riflemen, nnder Major CSieValieir, abtingvin ccn 
eifMiMkm-^in all abont 90d>tfiee^es'. lit^ras itaqioa- 
MMeto tfiladr the movement Q#the atorming paKyl On 
u pp NieA ii^ ttebttte rf 'the tflottMsA, the ^Hs of boA 
MfteHlce Opened ti plmigitag fre, and liuaulroliB iigllt 
Wbiifm were aeeh deaceniJing and ammgrng diciniaelaerf 



WB TATU>K iiqiUWPillfWEEAUL 

« 

dctaohed. fiM»(|tliiKM^|to:8q|i|iDr|/Biid7^^ 

flw.£at paslj^oi i'-)f-)^rii[) ii«»j-ii\ !• r u: ,iy.}ih)ii nw 'ofr 

i;iii a.filMit/tiiie die ^ bMm^ gmwlsithi^iimyr 
wd Gur si£ft«s.0l«»<B^ IP^iiWg* Th9,#P9MMfie*pC. 

importance of the operaHiiQA ckMuKiiog fiiftlM fH^Mf^t 
lltt Sthiuiidtt'.MvQr iScOUy^ iBl^lKJ^^'« ly^pipnoks 
dC> ippbutocn.weKf kBtBciediate^^eMidijMl^ «9eA«fiMfl^ 

dvecti^Jn ia tiutlisliusait^.. .On,,fm9lii0g ^^A^^mom 
pi^Gaabni^ 8iiiHkifliaciO¥eie,dtlM .u«d^ 
As finlDd^ bt icmijid^ by 4uPO0ti]iK «( portamOl UmiiMiet 
to(lU« ri^, and mqvang it. ot^liqu^ Mp.lbe; bitt, tswgrv 
te .^di(bjinm»«kwieomsi^ ,m^- the Sledw^cM., fitei 
ieobtiMglf, we§f\ judicitHidy pcmited smI ^ci^mtHlliiftir 

the atfa^ m,BBd BlflmdhMKl'/l QottpiMiyJii HwK^ liinUtiNu 

tUfiaitt olqeet df imaek, pmnp^y tiinied.4tie (Bi«twA 
gm\\\% . niii(»-pi)iiaid(trr'r«poft. th^ s^e^i^y m^' d^imA 
AttrntkUsmaih bcH^ tO pifftteipat^ m 1^ fMiWjiHf:^ 
fialdadai which !wb« cain^i ia g^D«|ot^«lgr}e -byAift 
ilioea .under Sdott^ MUi^a^t Blfmfibwd)r4md I]^)f» <i«dMir 
^ liad:beenideUicbed tin special ser^ice^ (but i^4K>:rcMVi^ 
IB tiBp&JbKahaGte jmth £^9f,W J0mm th»jBi8ta<iftnilfc» 
attdctoi^Kift.piteiisilaBt) 9«rt:)ii>: the.R€4M)i)»:)th0n^fM^ 
dinefed'bjr 6e»tiii^JS«iitb. ' ' . /o'l 

-r iftiihia. poifat vcft v^eoMrtd. M^other niAe-pfmodflfaiMid 
ii*laedittti^;bodiipMo«il:iKem!biN>^ t«H bfWt^pcp^ilAifl 

all^ Htf ; thei'hiUj&d^|Mpi4««leift»:($i v^^ (of Ml^Mill 
hmidiod iyavda. -jalmrei^. We bfM} iK^«iimuiad«Mi 



nit fOfuMfifm i>( tiifise • ht igfats - daiy* made the momt 
Sffpvpa^.l^ otnMUiiig imiiortBttfie iof ihbie opponte,^ 
4nd:1^ nefeiflify «f oaoup jiBg the pdbee;. A irioleht' 
4tim eapiisd, iidioighft dosing my b|>Mhftion8 for the 
dft]f,€0Med. The^ttoops had ncnir been tkirtywsbbthourai 
vMtoitibQd aikl€(mtftantly.tadced.toi]i&#maitph)rsii^ 
eiKftioiis. SjHolifiA' doUdt be pcraiitled al^t iviUL hiidbi 
i^ htid^ svJbjeeted to a pelliDf : stoim^ and-^ottioui: 
oMfliiiig iHl three As M.y < when they meti anmsed :td) 
^Kify ^.'hiB JBdkpendifeDeia. 
^. 5it4^t<mMii GoUml CMds «tti iaoigiffid Ix^leUiljfiMit 
9(|)fl»b^p8lty^c^nmtiBg:offlireecompai^ lahdO; 
(^:)!lillli)j( and A^;(4iiid{artilteigrbattalkm;y tloeroe^^ 
niltSiilinfiuiilry; (A^ B^^ iliidcDiCaptabrSori^en, 

^gjfjfth 1iW9 homhrad Texan ciflemeii^ i^der Colonel . Bb^b 
aairt l4eiitei(ant-^oIimel Walker (captefa o£irifle9)yacl^ 
ing. ii(iTQo4(q>eiiiltJbn* Ib^ boihmand mOTed at tUree^' 
QIHidjMM^Md to its^ pdba i)£' acddnft by Oaplain^aanden^ 
iKiltecJ^^'andJbieiutenanft Meade, to|K»grapUcai«x^iKieis;r 
F||if«>ttt!ed; by the iweafhor, Jireaohed byAe'da^knt o£fky» 
i^EAin about .0n^ hmiidK^d yaids ti£ the cBeat^Sn yrkidji 
f/m^J^f «oyi>ng fh^defta of i^odcB, a body ief ^ -en^m^ 
bM j^^n atation^d (fh^'preiiibns,e!v^ appaieid! 

^fllUifatiGfk ol ^eaMadk > TheeoMiDQy^'mtBc^^ iircT 
\fm iiie0^<!(tiial» find, nbt Mmmed ^tihtiti Qokmsla Cihihis 
%Ad ^if^fs^ eointiland bad Mached.lb/^i^^ « feur^yafdi 
af^tbi^amnmitywllen a weUidyreotiJdand'dMtfidatiyeji&e^ 
l^ittoir^d !l^itfa«;bayiiiiat;of,!th<) regnlarajUi^ thb 
Til9Wii| plaiM rtis! in poSMsssion o£ tte la^^ 
biltog b^ P'is^ii^r.^^dn^^^ nqompveasioii-oenid 
bfe(4l|adf(<;ifpatf ttia:Bmiim<i<raHr/a£tAw pakMce opHM 
IKiliii ^ij trMimt.aprtflbry^ anH)0pbat«noliiitos ^noiiflteu 
{MJ^Mt^iMt^KQiBirli^ h«i^Bry£riftr|u3 ofilaaM 



SOB TAYLOR AN0 Wl^ GENERALS. 

fioffiltheviniiDTaidi %tth.aitweh«l>p^^AAIttMttel^ lifS^^ 
is' two houis (aiiiid by Qflj men 'frdin the^me, ^^ndfit* 
Captain Saaddrs'^ mililBiy engineer^ for-^purjNwe -0f ^ 
«lectiiig'theTOiite.leait tlifficult) that^^nt«^ att* 
gaDant officer faa()' liia guns in poritionviMiiang^tteended^ 
m a^cUVity •M nigged as steq)-, between se>r«n 'dtfd* 
^i^ htndredftet in two> hours. A fire wttt bntnediatiel^ 
«penedfiom tUe bonritoer, covdred by tiiir«pauleiiieiit t)f * 
the allied bateiy, upon the pidac^ and its oiitmH^flcs^^ 
finiitihmidredyavdsr distant j and sooh produced t vhiMs> 
sensation. Meanwhile, to . remfevce tbe 'pMbsitidli, - the' 
fifik/Migor Scott iand BknoUaixPs.iroitihtfeers,4liid b#en 
pksaed £^m die first heights^ and reached the second in 
timfs to pafticipate m the opemtions again^ fte pdace^ 
. . After many afiaifs of light tioops and several "feinlBv 
a hdavy sokie vm made, 4sti8tained by astMig eoYps* ^f 
earalry, 'vrith desperate resohition, to- repossess the- 
heights.; SaeLa more had been antibtpat0d an4 pre* 
tmreid fi>r; isieutenant^Cidonel Ohilds had kHanced, 
under .cover, twpeompanies of iigfat troops imder'^flie 
eoininaiid'Of Captain Vinton, aetkig major, and jtidK-' 
doinly diaivirnp die main bo^^'of his commaiid/ 
Itmaiati on the! right by i&ys, and left by VAsBrei^si 
Tesansi. .The enemy advonqed "boMlyj was ' repblteil^ 
by lone general disdiao^ fit>m dl atms; fled in^eohfliiiiMfi^ 
eldaely {iressed^by GhiMs; vdA Hayii, prboeded by ^e 
K^ troops unfior Vinton'; and) whOeHiey fled p^ust', W^ 
troops. enteied)the palace ilnd^fort Ih a fliwrnomehla 
ikb toifilFeteAdang'flag'of but* union had re^abed Aie 
giMdy statadanl of- Mesioo« Tkn: oafttoied g<ins*-H$ne 
Mit^Dch bonitaer^ one tvsdji^e, ^ and' • t^ : ' tiine^(>iftider 
bniss gea^j togtlher wife Dtncan^v anA Mackafl^s fldd« 
faat&nw, -widdi came* |ap ait sfgHStipy weiie ihr-'Ui'^tM 






vjOikllkfd'thd ibpelet (rf VAileb W had 4«>rofoi^b}i), 

ieadkig to the nearest plaza, La C^lhy also crowdeid 

ifkh troops. At &iB moment the entoiy's loss V9t&^ 

> litevy^ lie hiTesttiieiit was ww cotnplete.' Except tiie 

'fcices n^essaiy to hbld-fte positions oM Indep^ndehcfa 

' sad serve the guns (shifted to points where the ^6t 

ftoidid be made to reach the gteat plaza), t^e tliTision 

was now conceitrated around the palace, and prepare- 

tkm* made to assault the city on the following day, or 

8e<Hier, dionld the genaral-in^chief either so direct, or, 

before coammnicalion. be had, i^eiiiew the assault froib 

the opposite quarter. In the meantime attentbn wtfs 

direeted to evety provision our circumstances permitted, 

to alleviate Ihe condition of our woimded solcliers and 

officers ; • to the ■ decent ikitehnent. of &e dead, not 

4 

onitting* in either respect all that was due to those of the 
enemy. .: 

About ten A. M., on the 23d, a heavy fire W^Siheafd 
in die opposite quarter. Its magnitude and conthj- 
Hance, asweD as other circumstances, iiid not pemdh 
a do^abt Aat tfafe general was conductitig a main attack*-; 
and tiiathis orders for. my co'dperation (having to travi^l 
a <»reuit of some six m^,) had mi^arried or £aiiled to 
reach me,, by means of the nutnerous* cavalry of the 
enetof. Under fliese eonrictiohs' the troope' were ill- 
«lsmtiy -ordered to commence an o{>^ratioh, which', ff 
not otherwise directed, I had designed to exi^cnte' fh 
part, under faivour of the ni^t. T^ coktiuis of 
attack were organized, to move along the tW6 prindipdl 
streets, leading from our position^ in directira 'of M 
great plaza, composed of lijght troops sii^tly extendecl, 
with ordeiB to mask tibe^ men whenever practicable, 
av<Hd those points swept by the enemy's cutilleiT, to 
piesft on to §ie font placa, Ci^lla, to get hold oi the 
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,|}0 TAYLOR ilKPiy[|l^ GENERALS. 

>ean^ of Ricjks mA t^m J^mk ^m^ ^ ipfig^tudiiNd 

s^tioQ of ^ w^$ wo;:)c fyoix^koMfe tp^ ytioupe, ^d 
ascend^ H^ rool^^.tQ.j^a^, O^p^i^JYcy^ <9( the ^j»e 
breast beig)^t wi4. the ^es^., :<J^. fflftaieqfi h^j fii^ 
tions foid pi^oes, , ?jnd^r IhHM^i; R«**pdf M*ctoW, 
JWaitiift, H»y8„ Irgp%yCla«?ke,. ^ ..CuriJ,.follav^.»t 
^itsj)^ foteryals, *^ayiere4. l^. r^WYe^ ^ giwdy.tfce 
||ieci^a;ap4 the ^^hplejop^^gaydofir ag^Hitft the; pdE^haUe 
cj|;iterpri|ps of .q?^Ta^,^^i .ow.Jeft* . TRus l»as ^flQ^fit- 
i|a% ,4onti /by mzing a^d coinina^idiDg: the bead of 
>^verycD9S6 sd^. Tte^.i^^eits yr^f^jiat 4ifierent and 
weU-chQ^en^ppiat^i h^^cfided \>y heay; ^anoniry wa^^, 
with, e^ixbrasures jCox .one^or.ii^pre giins,. ^ind in everjr 
ipstanise .well supported by ^loss batteries. These 
airai^emc^ts of de/S^pe.gave t9 omr jopcp^ti^Bs at..this 
moment a complicated character, demanding much cai^ 
9f^d pri^i^tioQ ; but thf^ "^oA i^ent on ste^idily, ftinul-^ 
.^{oieo^sly^ and successfiiUy^ Aihoi,|t,the time our ^yssai|}t 
p^pfifi^ejip^^^ihe £re o^gus^ from pujr fprce in the.op|»%- 
site quarter.'. Dise^g^g^d m the Qoe ade^tfee j^f^my 
vas.eiiabled po ^ift ;p^ and. guns to qui'quaitei'xa^ 
,W^s BfH^^ in^este^ by.0pciw\datipi^ of fiirq. M dadc 
y(^ M i«r<>r)£ed, %f>Hgh Ae waJJs ..s#d squaiipi^.:^ 
4^ac))^ ' ta >vi^ pne blo^ of, the gr^ pl^zay.I^^viiig 
A covered 'wjQf in.oui; r^iMfw^Tcanied a.h|xgi!» b^Udj^ 
yhich tx>we|pd;PYiBE the grfliclp^^] defence ^i A^mg 
ike j^g^t ^d eiisuing n^oxnipg^t /crowded its TQof w^fth 
itwo faowitzears and f^ £p:^i^jid^t .441 thu^g^ lyei^e.oow 
prepar^ to j^fiw the ^^^i^ult at d^9.^n of idAj, whe^tii 
flilg w^ sen( iQ|i> addng. a; Dft9#««^t^ s^a^if^q^. ot 
fi% whidh lei^ fte, c?©}t|dati9n jyj(>n t^m^^(hoQf9i^ * 
abkto.oivarpsis..,;., ,,. ..: ^_ . .^^,< ., .• i;...,.j 
' As the colugaius jff js^^f ,WfiffifnM>wng(fra» t^ j^f^ 
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.' .TAWAR.'.^ .. u/ ;• III 

• 

^Mii^ fmrteTi, *)9^i|Qb .mm\ 'muMsi^f advanced 
te/ tlie ptioi^ c^v4j put in . Pfi^itidn^.: olM^ed iby tbie 
Hiiwqt w^t ^:b^)ftdjwi(e^.fi9 jr^pifUy aap and 

cMi^ 4ipoj^4iiJd;p«^i:lMl tti^^tUn.PiiftilUtais^oCibft plant 

the exact position of our comm}<M|»^4NiitJbiio|i|iias|tei8id^ 
^mi? Mt ki|oyr9$ l»d 1^ dis4tellpei:$^ithe {mIi^qr to. be 
wit » l» d k^ tbe JiNmI> batteQTy but ^a^liiriag ^i£^ 
I^pidi^d yarda ^^as fiswrnc^d) anditb^^ fime mi cbarge 
fag|il)M»d aoDQsdvi^lyi the Wiibf01f(^^»litfla«)iQft/p{ 
the/ point fNi wbioh itin^raa diD^ti^^L^f^ Mde out 
t]ppof8}a slight ineiease. of 4iepff^0tiI^)Ci^^ ^¥« 
asmet jresaits. Thei mM^'S^^e ^n^ Imaaged.l^y 
Major Mqnroe^. most ad<)^%><aii^9 CQOKbined w^ 
other cf^rations, eyjerpis^adi^icid^dji^anea^^^ 
final raaaUf. ijarlypQ AieiaQMiiigtof tba^SSd^.M^ 
Baown'i^ aititteiy I^$t«)icjPy i waA^ db^tiobad <widi. A s^i^ 
craMttandi atiid on^ sadtUm 9f ^Afacksdl'a batt^, wdor 
LitiMtenant Iron^ to poctipjf.thie ^oiie.wiB tad ^JflQe^ 
ggooads, cQastiMtwigi xme lai^^ In adivteic^ tN narrow 
goiga pear St. GatiriBa.. Tk^ :ia^r, t<H^[pQssiwic% 
repidsad tibe ^nemy^A piidMlS) , md I ^«a {nt^Pfwring Jiif 
pinmaiHl to s^mii,M99.^ atjba^.phei >hft .i^q^ve^ .my 
orders to retrace his steps, enter the city, a^d ^bmi tl^ 



I mamiasfpr?atotbeaasa«)tjt|%;4^u9a9f^ 0«;MPi^/npin 

good time and i|^ good order, a»4jll#i''> 9li<^ ]lt^^ ^^f 
\ OtM 3&th> 4a nfovSm^ tp ^fi.airtidks of oap^ 

lalion, tfcef.^ntadal ymtfinm po.«iei^onii9f \f3 a am: 
^MiJL coamtiog of two imAfrnm^t eaolt osgimi^ti 
and oae- s^cttea of aach battt^yn ^ dtTJ^sipii* , Genend 
Smk)^ wai4iifMN^d to jlake^^QMnand of ,tbil9 oon?^* «nd 
eon^luet th^ oemni<Htiy ; liAa^iduty bi^ e3i0e«i(^ ^ritl^ 
deliaiM9)UiUMuiteppy«adhnipU^ . 



lit TAYLOR AHD •MH IG^EMERALS. 

Usts^of facH a6 weM surrendered hevk^ alspfeadf ^ W*h 
handled ut. It is a stmri^e of high ^tificalioii Ithat' v^ 
hflve been nbfe to^ aocompikii m(Ak fdrtumte Teanlii 
«i^a0'mod<^tett^sii«^9b9e<>f gdla^ Aiiiie9c«id 

k a r^<3iirtt'0f UHad aiid vroMd^^^ ex^^tkig daM^ 

adtbns, afi^ ci)peutiis(iai€ies; 

i\V}iaiv*a?ciy offieerand ev«#y Mldilir^ regular and 
^oluntaer^ haa^'&yoagh a seriaa ol^tMnaanng^and aefi^te 
coHAiets,' in tke valley and -^m ike mavoitxkiny ta» tiie 
iitreai and-^A^ihe liouse-top, cheerfo%, braTely, aaid 
ftucceMftdly exeeuted e^«vy aerviee -fiffld'coteplied .with 
ter«iy ^^aetidji'of y]GAar aad pi^dtiatn, the ttek* is' in 
dfficak'aS'deH^sate, to distiiigttisti mdividuak ; and yet 
ft irill almys haj^petiy as it ^haa alwajn happen^ in &e 
^faried- Bcenes of battle ^d< • soege^ dtat fortune pi^sents 
to some those^oppoitimttes ^wbkh aE would- txare seised 
widi'gkdtiess and afidky^ • It is my ple^fig and grate- 
ful <iaty-1io preseat to tile OQiBriderattoii of 'the geneirad^ 
iii-'ehid'^ and 4brotigh him to. the gov^fnment^ the 4b^ 
tinguUied oonductiof BrigadioMji^fieral Stbitii^ cohmel 
61 'rifleay .Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel d^dfe, artiUery 
Mttdlion) CWonel Ha]fa,/I^aa I3j9|^i&en>, Bife^otOap* 
tafo €. F: 8midi,'dd ar^^^' commandmg light'4rdo^a 
festM^de. ; ■ ■ - < .- - •' '•.•>» 

i MythlddcaweafaM^espeeitflydMto li^nlenancb-Oc^^^ 
Staniferd, 8th, (eonmanding-fiiftait l^rigade,) Md^ 
Toe,. chirf cf artillery, (generd sU^;) Bre^et-Major 
9rown^ Captain J. R. -Yinton, al^tery baltaliab ;« 'Oai>- 
laitt Jem l9eott, arfiaery battolimi l%hl ^^oi:^ ; Mh^ot 
(feo^,'eommaDidn^y^d.6aptaiiiiMenfl^6tb; Ottptitea 
MSes, i dotemanffing^ IfateieS' '^d • tloas, :15th' infik^^ 
imdti^«pl^ScFiirea,^nimiHidiftg<8ftiiilfi^ t^ldM^ 
tenantXoIoitel Willi^i(^pl«b jifllH^) Majbr Ottfevttli^r 



^.C^plaj» TNeCMklclv <»f 4te ffelMi^l alwh ofibpteoi 
Blmtharid,. ; I^^wiBJwuk ^^^^ lO'.Liifuitenuti 

MaebeiU^ (6pwu|||i^i^ iMIeiy^) Boland, tHartki^ Hiys, 
{iQiu^ Ctmli^ ^il4 vGunfe,/ bMM aitiUeirjr ; 'Lieatenfiiir 
XANigiAr«et| Ofmntadiog Jig^ I4eotciMiHt 

assault ujpQilJ]t4 ;PidaQey* ^"wdlo^ seeilieds tth^ ^ookaoBn: 
'Emik of th^^'offieees /iinEMd, te|dKt> hiA<ted : q^aoial 
dt^fa»chm«its» €»dnimDfi of attack^ steBuogii pattHB^ w 
d e ^aeb ej i gitngy md tJl 'vwa eons^iciKmsifiiE ^i^nidlioliaiidt 

xs^ Smi^> to Ihe gallwl coiuiiiot iof {iewtenttit fifaavdm 
7^ infe^^, (biiittg'thi»«BMadt upoiif dieioHgr s\iaiivAiixii 
cieqasioik he '^n]^)Mr htn^iBdf m adv!attc«^aiHi«i;tbe:aioiJI 
eiqaosed points, animating his memby hi» brave itiiaaa^ 
|4e» .Pwtiowfer stttBBfekiA has'abo:.* bekn^calkd to^tiie 
Iaftil|eiiant9^ NiidiOllaPy (bfiotbert) Loiiteiaaac Miu»fet^»y 
aa ^aTiiig'-h^Iy/distjiDgaialiddv theau^lv^byipehsdniii 
ibri]^ soul ^ffii^nt 4Mffvide« Thei offioefs 3of>'brig«diE( 
and regiMnial sts^ tv^re. conspieuouB. ini ti|ei(field; a^ 
inth^ partiQidar detpartmieiits... Lieot^mmtsi Hnisoftj; 
(eommaiicliy^,) Vaidton, aikl*dld*aBittp^;7di.; Ji^Ut^iuait 
BQl)is£u^ 6^9 (quaritoiiaMer^i dcparttm]^) ea^ttaiilflffi 
of Ck^EK^Siaitk; Limltmaoiit ««i AdJQtadf fSkAfy^id 
in&ntry, staff 1st brigade ; Uentonnt.Beqsiiiiinilkdju^ 
psfA v^eg^ bftfMAi9iirmPM3^'0i«faMm» !|Bfii^ akilMry 
^fit^tUW; G» Deaa^ adjbfeaiit ; 5di ^ - todt J^e^; lidjaiaiitr 
Ttkip^rt^^Jdre .highlj..c<MiiCiineiidediby)dKirl fe^fptdWi 
c|i>ef9, 1^ j^ justneds oi^ tnbkh LliilverVtfae^^lettfinn^M; 
a40>j^y p#fsdoal obtervitMnk In) * pbai^ 

.^l^fliMn^l^ .; jl!B,rig9i^ /(saute^) )Bfi»e^ OiftMtid, 

Dft Leon, and Roberts, (medical department,) who 
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intaring ioihe 'wounddk md JSUflMig MMler. ^ ' ^ 
,. Tct jdie.idEqca. ofi thi^ tflaff, :^kmimAfem>nd/'^ 
mate. eep^iaSiffmBBiKMMil'^^^ Cotonet 

BslkPe^^I^oimiwteN^pii, «dio dM ue thehomra^ 
to serte as .apdal0«canp;.Ci^ptaBi SAnden, tnffiteoy 
engbtaro ; lieutenaDt Meaiik^ topographical: ebgineera ^ 
lietttoiiaiiU; K: ]>8^ Dwtli^ «iMt Ripi^, c)u^ei«tafl- 
lifr'Miuic9iiiiiii8nivy?s staff; and lieiitsiMaitg Penfticttt^n; 
idi.artiUBrjry and Wood| 8di kiAaitiyv myaid^di^^&mp 
— ^I have to express the greatest obligation, hk ^eh^ 
d»f»i0i%d mpfntiom^ dmng^he dtfes^daj^ ttbd «ig^, 
i^^jwese .oenatenA^ in molioa^ pctfomiifig eveiy exee^ 
iltivft.datyi widiJBeaLwdiiitBa^ettQe 4M(dy>sil!))tf^sed*b)r 
danig €Ourage!iD,«Niiictu I beg t6 eonifi^ii^ksieh'lo^ 
qwcadi ooofldetatiahj <m -1 ,* • -'^ 

;W8 havie.itQ JameHt the gattsat Ob^tains H^tCaveft; 
8di ki&iitr3r,.ap..efficer of tli^ merit, hffitd on fh« Km^ 
Ittd Gill^ie, . Teaaa voluateerSy <Mi tba 23d^ Hm^ 
Utti^r^inineBtljrdiitin^ished himself while tciading his 
Wa^recompanji at'tbe sftovming of the first height, and 
psiMJifH iiiiscddog iimihtr dntinction'on a seco^ occit* 
sion; Ca[tain Gadmand: ILiiieatcniant Foiter, 7tfa^ Lied- 
tlsMoto Rossellv 6di, a|id Wahwright, Sth infantry, and 
Iijgwjhfasftt Baeee^ Texm riSenieo, received honourable; 
h8^pil]ir not pMfeial ^mMOMls.- ' 

, Tl^icliidrA^ Wte reported 

^ajJomttg^hi^y distrnguUied tfiemsdves: Sftrgeantaj 
Haaard^ dtii^ and Dftvmdi, ad'>aii31erfr; Quartermaster 
Sergeant Henty^ Vlb' infantry; Cross^ dompany Cf]f 
Btends^ Brndfivdy (cdoor setgeasts,) and Ndgg, coni-^ 
ptny^ S ; Mmkffff ooinpany I, and BaQard, Tdi inibntry. 

. la the sBvei^ coiiiicis with die dfv^ 



.Your obtdicot j^rvanti 

W.J. WORTH> ' 

Aae't Adj. 6«a. Army of Oocapittioii, \ , 

' • « 

. Hie fallp>viiigi«Qes of letters m a jouKoaUvsedfono 
ftpm. Mjr» Qtil^y .a connaspood^t of the New Orteaoa 
Picayuoe^ who was pmaent with G^eral Woith'a .divK 
aoii.}0( ti^ afW' ^*^ bave selected from ait mmitju^ 
maai of aimilsu: documea;^ as presenting the mpst Uvety^ 
gnfihic, ^ad louiufte aocaunt of this splendid siege^' 
wbicAl iMia y^ appeared^: At iharisk of some jpepetitioa' 
msiveit^iopletie* . 

• • • I . * 

San FramciscO| Msxico^Sepf. IS,. 1846. 

Gentleman: We are, at length, within fire hours 
march of Monterey, say twelve miles distant. • • • • • 
The habitual order of battle is to be as follows: — 
«< 1st division on the right, the 2d on the left, and the 
volunteer division in the centre," the chie& of divi:dons 
to organize such reserves as they mi|^t judge proper. 
Thi|K order of batde not to be considered mvariable, but 
to DC controlled by the nature of the ground. Four 
men from Gillespie's company were attached to each 4>f 
tibe two (2d and volunteer) divisions. 

JSveiything connected with this day's march has been, 
mteiuieljr interesting to all, and novel to many» , The 
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Mm^ ' tiiiifcfced W d<M9e fxilunifls, and misre nhnT^ei'lMi 
ill T&adih^^ "tof iid; pi'cwit^tly. The* «f)toBm, eflilnhdhigf 
tfie traiMj'HtofehM* n^rfyrortjdte tkfree miles. Ili^M 
a grand sight, and so much did the men feel intereflecl 
in coming events, that erery one went at it in a biisiaeflB 
manner, and, although it h^d bten hot and dosty, not 
half^ ^' ifoz^n out * of nearly six thousand five hundred 
hare given -in to-day on the march. We have 'ftjrJfed « 
number of streams to-day, commencing near Marin, -mik 
the San Juan, which was nearly waist deep. Of course, 
we are now in the midst of the mouiftains, but so impeiv 
d^t%ly have wie addended what appeared Hke tnoun- 
taihS, this itrorning, that w% noHr Wke^ 'tt> b&on'a grMfr 
piainf, with mountains rising into peaks in every-direo-^ 
tioh around lis. Our r6atl has teen through a ridier 
region since leaving Marin, than aliy I have seefrr sbieci 
leavihg the Rio Orande. We pateed two or three lavg^ 
haciendas, where sugar-cane is cultivated to & considefiv* 
ble extent, and the second corn cropa are itf a tkmoAh 
ing state. All these plantations are irrigated from the 
mountain streams. . 

Well, to-morroW evening or next day morning, We 
shall have seen the question decided, widi regard to iKe', 
strength of Monterey. Information came into camp 
from' Monterey, last evening, which Mr. feendall tor- 
warded *td you. This evening the report is, that there 
are 8000 (one report says 15,000) troops there, and that* 
the (5ty is surrounded by a ditch and breastworks, afid 
the streets are all fortified. . ^ 

' How do the troops act on the eve of an (&xp^teil IJilt- 
Ue? , Only that they are a little more precilie in the j|)^fi' 
formance of their duties — a little more careful in efrkliigb 
ihg^their arms anil knapsacks to be in readitiesiA tf^'m 
instant's notice — and a little more careful to procure rest 



The only conversatioii is how they.^pi^:.prtibabb)itg(iiitoi 
work to take the city, should resistance be offered. It 
is t^e fletdeid belief that the Mexicans vill fight, and it 
is also believed ^a/t maay lives will be sacrificed o^ both 
sides. I predict that, on theiir retreat, the army will life, 
awfully cut up. About twelve hundred T^^xan horse* 
men are now with us, and they are desirous of paying, 
off old soores. In taking the town they cannot engage, 
very actively, but in overtaking the retreating troops they 
Will be active and destructive. .. 
^ Mne o^clock, P. Jtf,— The impression of those wii^ 
ought \>e8t to know, is still, that the troops at Monterey 
vrill .resist. . Our troops will be greatly disapjpqinte^ if 
90 resistaface is offered them. They have come along' 
distance to seek a fight, I was amused at j^ remark 
QMide by. Colonel Persifor I'. Smith, when aske4 w)iat be 
thought of the probabilitiejs of a battle. « I never kiieye^ 
a man to seek perse vecingly for a thing a long time, but. 
what he found it," replied he ;^< and General Taylor will . 
not, 1 think, seek in vain for another: set-to with the, 
Mexicans.'' One thing is certain, the enemy has been 
at a heavy expense to fortify Monterey, and if we do 
not* fe>d out before to-morrow night at this time, that 
tbey do not intend to expend their money and labour for 
nodiing^ I riiall Aeh be satisfied that ^reis no spirit' 
h^ft mong tbem. Two hundred Mexican troofis left» 
Uiiii placie tlds morning, after ill-treating and pillag&g> 
the inhalNtants as osual. But tkese people are singular' 
IMi^, and very ungrateful. In Marin, where Tocf0-> 
ym?si[$66^ had, a day or two before, robbed, whipped/ 
and^inisidtedithe citizens, I saw a family selling tnitsad 
tb Ae Aimericanfi for two dollars a bottle, and at the: 
sluBe .tiiii& selling it tOiMe%icans at.four bits perbottlfti: 
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We «ai«b' toiaaomw «t «ur o'doctt^ 40 enctaip ffMr 
miles fiom Montke^. 



t t 



• - • , « - 

, Camp betorje Hqmterst, \ 

siSf^embef 18, at 15 o'clock, M, f 

' WeD, "the ball hius opened !'• When within four 
miles of the city, we heard a brisk cannbnading in that 
direction. On arriving here we learn that General Tay- 
lor, with a detachment of dragoons and the Texan 
rangers, advanced within a few hundred yards of the 
city, when the enemy openied upon them with twelve- 
pounders. The first bsill Came within, about ten yards 
of the general. Son^e twentyrfive or thirty shot vrere 
fired at the dragoons and raiders, passing through their 
Hnes, but hurting neither man nor horse. . A picket of 
260 Mexican cavalry eppeared on the plain when omr 
advance $rst approached, and after firing a volley or two 
with their escopettes, retired into the city. Bishop's 
hill, is strongly fortified, and they hard at work on a' 
height commanding that place. So to-night or early in 
the morning we will probably have Jbot work. They 
will fight, now, beyond a doubt. 

Cajip BKroftx MoimRS^, i 
Seftembet 10, 184& ] 
Gentlemen : This has been a day cf excitement aad 
interest to our isolated little army. The generti left &e 
camp at San FraniSsco this morning at sonrise, and b^ 
eigikt o'clock &e whole column was in motion, tti^' 
Tekan rangers; and Cofenet May with a sqoadrdn of 
dragoohsjxin advance. The men sfcartcd off briskly, ^l 
the road was fine. After two hours' marxih a bridge itas 
f^miA broken up by the MexicasM. A oorii-fiehl hter 
at hand afibrded materials lor fiHing i^ the pibbe, md: 
ttw Mtoy proceeded over the first com^alalk bridge I 






4^ iMrd of. When wiibto d)o>iil fottir dr ^five mtii^ t^^ 
tbe city "^ hetfd a brisk cannotiadHig. ^m df A¥ 
men hAA just prerious to this begun to Jsgj some 'imp- 
ftred fi^mitttMcM^d ft^ti'diid others hmi dbe ktoneTity of 
Ae heat, W no soone,r did ^e sojond of oamion k^eiaeh'' 
their eard^ &an they s^tdj^ened 'thettiselvef up - Mid' ^ 
pressed ferwardwitii ah e^eniess trflidi sho^K^d ^AM' 
their sufierings were all forgotten. Captain SksbH^^IIhe' 
veritab]e)7 or mflner liow Major Si^oft, vAo atMmtiixids 
the 5th infa^tiy, marched immediately before us, anti 4h«^ 
raomenf the/ brave old soldier heard iheenetty^s^icMlftei/;^ 
he drote his spurs into his horse and prSjRbed abbiO'hii 
re^ment als tf he would give a Kberd p^on o^<bli^Mfl» 
to be at Moilterey; . = . . I ;. U 

Gaptafai Miles, commander of the 7&' liifkiftfy, '^ 
whose side I was riding at the iii<»mBit,iikeMriM$ t^lt'^ik 
his stirrups, with his keen black eyes sparkMng, aod'^Mi 
ftostrils slightly dilated, and gave orders to hisiiigiitilfld 
10 close up ; but his orda« wet^ useless, 1o» the ShAM 
felldws were already pressing upon die irtiifi) tottfie^v^ 
rumps of 'l3ie horses. Again, again and again,-the>ii4iM 
tsf the twelve-pounders reverberated Ar^^^^iftMS koikjf 
mountains. which rose before us and uponeaid)( side, anfd 
a fa^aSB, a suppressed hurra, nm through the Htiei. ^he 
cheers ran their eyes over their commandswith looks ot 
^ride.and eonfidenee, and the men returned the glunce, 
AS- if to Say<< we are rea%^/- and pressed oH' s^l moit 
eagerfy. I rode out of the column and (Al back ^ looC 
at ihe Louisiana boys. Every eye aoiong ihetn wat 
%rig^t wiftWeagev eisfeitement. ' Captain Blanchafd, and 
li^Ukt^iante^ Tenbriak ao4 the two bikers )^ioboils> 
^ore a populiai^8mi}e upon their conntenances, an eii^ 
pi^ssbn that I shall never forget. 1 tranakitod %i'mttatU 
ihg thus: <m.Kow we are about to be rewarded 'ibr all 
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we^ciui iief»e6ent ber worthily » though onr munbc^ am 
a^wIL" ' Tbey.regretted tbd abieip^ of thetr fel}ow-oitih 
Z9«m w^p liadi i^ctkmned to tbeir qaiet homos) for thq^ 
'ifVell knew bow ii^aie^ a brave 'heart wo\dd bum vaUh 
biM^r 4isqpi)ia9it|peiit and hmiablfe ^nTy, could their se- 
^»med Mmds hut see tbem and know their feelinga at 
thitiL nKHoeiitt 

On reaohing the piaoe of encampiiient) we came «p 
with Geoeisal Worthy ridmg his horse in beautiful style, 
A haodaota^ office than be appeared then, I nerer saw 
Ei?eqf: oiie marked the change that bad suddenly coma 
^iffr bin^ Vj9m the somewhat dqiH^ted air, said sadr* 
dened countenance that he is said to ha^e worn of late, 
iUchttvd was now himself again — and the gallant soldier, 
forgetting aU his cares, now appeared before us, the peiv 
aMiifieotion of an accomplished military chieftab. H]$ 
handacwie face was %hted up witb a pr6ud, but a&ble 
aiofle, aa be motioned graoelUlly to his officers, pointing 
oikt. ta Ampx the direction they were to take with thar 
Bafftiotive commands, and not a man wbo s^vw bim, but 
wImA would at' tbat mom^t have followed bim to tbs 
CMnon'a BHmtb. 

$ucb :i$ tfao £d^g manifested by the wbole anaoy*^ 
trbiGb>rend&c6 this body of men invincible. 

This evening the enemy's batteries have beeaa opened 
•gain npon a reconnoitering party of ou». Generala 
Tf^Jor, Worth) Twiggs, and otbens, have been oitf. 
kKdoAg at their works. 

JNh^li^^<iocky P. JVI. — An attack is expected^ aad evieiy 
jam. in tbe aimy willrest to-nig^ on. his arms* A nii^t 
aMa<dc is what a aaidier dislikes very much, baeause itia 
then difficult to distinguish frieiid feom foe. 

. jS^l^enil^ AO^.-^Gverythingif^ame^ 
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To^Mmw Ml ^ttenqiliidU be tuiaa la tiAse ]tlo«tdt«yj ; 
A'itevt -miitanoe is expected, ibr tbt tovB is ftioqi^jr . 
fortiftd, BMwtU as the lwg)»to that connNMid it, afid ^ > 
^Mifty has tioops and asimumtien'tnMigb. there to de^ . 
fflttd it. A moveoaeBt will nor doubt be oMde Uumf^ 
N# ofne expects an easy wictoiy, cm the otfasr haiHif aU 
1miv« sftada up their minds to see muob bloodshed* It 
is bdicnred that a large number of the enemy 19 in our 
rs«F-^iii fiict there is httk doubt on the suj^j^ect. 

BiiiH^'s Paiaob, > 

QamiSMM»: This is the fourth day slice the batths . 
ci Monterey commenoed. On the 20thral; nooA, Qeoe-' 
ni Wofth marched from the campeast of the town in the. 
direction of the heights west of the town, McOuUowgh's 
and Gillespie's companies ot rangus forming the recon- 
nohering party. At nigfatthe division bivouacked sloMiik^ 
within range of the guns stationed upon the highest point* 
of ike hill, on which the Kshop'^ Palace is situated^' 
At dayligfat of the 2l8t, the column was again in motion^ 
and in a few momente was turning the point of a ridge 
wihich protruded out towards the enemy's g«ns, bf inging' 
us as Bear to them as their gunners could 4esire« They. 
iOMMdiately opened upon the oolumn with, a howitzer 
and twelv&<pounder, firing shell and roliod shot as &st 
as Aey co«dd discharge their pieces. 
.. The cbad now wound in towards a gojpgp,.biit.not far 
eooa^ to be out of range, of their guns, which stilt 
played upon us, Another ndge lay about thre<e-fourtbs 
o[ a mile beyond the first, around the termination ^ 
wbid^the roMi wound, bringing it under the loAy sum-' 
ndtof a height wlnoh rises between Pdaee HiU andthf 
mouaibiBS wluph aiiae over us on the west. Wh^tho 
head of tfar cohMan approadie4' thifi ridgti a b^ qf, 
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M0Aom etkYAy caibe ftwhinB aiMfe^'^ |>Mntlo whwy . 
aiKm (MX advanctw Captain OilksfHe innediattiiy/ 
ofiiered bii MMi to diMnoimt «id |daee thnaa^M in 
aittbuA. The mn&my evidently did not; fetame ^Ua 
mtmit^vfef but tiie momejil tbej oaaia vp^ the Tezaim 
opened on tt«n a-moei ofl^olive i|M, uneaddlqigia miian 
ber of tfien. MeOuQough'fl cempanjmovr daibed isto 
th«Hi-^0laptabi C. F. Smilh^g camp^ and Captain Sc0tt'» 
camp of artiHeiy, (acting as vohnirfj) aad lieuteAaat 
Loi^8treet'« 90|nf)Miy? of the 8th infantry, with another 
company ^f the same raguBient, likewise chai^d upon 
the enemy. 'Ae Texan hotaenkenr were sckw coipg^d 
wtAi -thepi in a sort of hand-to-hcoMi sldnnis)^! in wbiclk 
a number of the. enemy M, and one Tesan wa^i kJHeiji 
and two wounded. 

Cokmei Duncan hqw opened upon them with» htt. 
battery of light artillery, pouriiig a few diaebargoa of 
grapQ among them,, and scattering them like ^ImS* 
SeiMKfal men and horses fell under this destructive fire. . 
I saw one horse and rider bound siome feet into the air^ 
and both fell dead and tumbled down the steep. The 
fbot comiMiies above named then rushed \xp th(^ uteept 
ilnd fired over the ridge^at the retreating enemy, n eei^' 
dderable body of whom wei>e eoqcealed fram our v^m^ 
around the point of the hill. About thirty of the. 
enemy were killed in this ^rmish, and amimg them O: 
captain, who, with two or three others, fB& in the roild. 
ibt eaptam was wounded in three places, the last ahcit. 
hitting him in the forahead. Hefooght gallantly to the 
last, and I am sorry that I cannot learn his name* 

The light batteries, one of which is ooasmanded bjr 
Lieutenant Mackall, were new drtven up om the "slopB 
of the ridge, and the howitzers opened upon the' hei|^ 
of niace Hill. A few shells <^y were thmwii hefeMt 
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Xht enemy conineDced firing vf¥ii a nio^^wder froqi 
ihe height immediately over the right of the colomo, 
atmiDg at Duncan's batteries. The several regimeotp 
took positions, and a few more shells were throw^i 
towards iPalace Hill, but did no execirtion. The nine- 
pounder continued to throw its shot, with great pr^ 
ci^ojo, at our batteries, one ball falling directly in the 
midst of the pieces^ hut fortunately hitting; neitbeir men 
nor guns. Findiqg his batteries thus exposed^ aad 
unable to efiect anytluiig, Colonel Duncan removed tif 
command to a rancho about half a mile farther up the 
Saltillo road, where General Worth took up hip positi<»l, 
after ordering the ibot regiments to form sdong the fence, 
near the point of the ric^e. The artillery battaEon, 
5th, 7tb, and 8th infantry, and tiie Louisiana voloateer^y 
remained in this position about two hours, directly under 
the fire of the enemy's guns, (now two.) The balls fe]l 
directly in their midst all this time without woimding n 
man ! To begin with, the 'Mexicans manage thei^ 
artillery in battery as well as the Americans do— this, J. 
believe, is now conceded by ev^y officer. 

At half-past ten the colamn moved towards the 
general's position. At th» time^ Captain McKavetf, 
of the 8th infantry, was shot tibroygh the heart by a 
nine-pound ball, and a private of the Sth infantry was 
severely wounded in the thigh, and, he died the' next 
porning. About fifty Mexicans now i^pjieared upon 
the side hilt, over the moving column, and fired at 
our troops some hianch^d musket shot, without doing 
any harm. The division deployed into the position 
pointed out, and remained an hour or two, when Cagr 
tain C. F. Smith of the artillery battalion^ with two 
companies (his own and Captain Scott's), ajid four com- 
panies of Texas rangers on foot, ^^'er^ ordjered to s|orip 
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^he second^ He%lit. Thfs the gaUniit officer cheief fully 
tm^rtook, and was followed with enthusiasm by tfife 
'officers and men of his command. It was considered 
'on ' all sides to be a dangerous undertalcing, and Ins 
*party was considered most emphatically a forlorn hope. 
'TUat the height would be taken, no one doubted, but 
*that many brave fellows would fall in the attempt, 
seemed inevitable. The distance to be cl&nbed after 
r^ching th6 foot of theUlI, was about a quarter of a 
ViAle; a part of the way was almost perpendicular and 
^through thorn bushes and ovef sharp pointed rocks and 
'loose sliding stoiies. 

'■ The 7th infantry, commanded by Captain Miles, was 
ordered to support Captain Smith's party, and by 
marching directly \o the fbot of the height, arrived 
T)rfbre Captain Smith, who had been ordered to take a 
^circuitous route. Captain Miles sent up Lieutenant 
'Gantt with' a detachment of men, upon the hill side, to 
"VRvert the attention of the enemy from Captain Smithes 
^command, which could hot yet be seen. The 7th had 
already sustained a heavy fire of grape and round shot, 
as they forded the San Juan, which winds around the 
'foot of the height, which fell like a shower of hail in 
-their ranks, without killing a man. Lieutenant Gantt's 
party were greeted with grape and round shot, which 
^cut the shrubs and tore up the loose stones in the ranks 
'^thout killing any one ; but the gaUant young officer 
dame within an inch of being killed by a cannon-ball, 
which ran down the^steep and filled his face with frag- 
ments of rock, dust and gravel. The fire was accom- 
*panied by a constant discharge of musketry, the enemy 
'covering the upper part of the hill side, but the 
'detachment continued to move up, driving the Mexicans 
back, until they were recalleil. 






' ' €«(ptaiii Stefth'tf ytnty mm Mived and movdd up the 
lltfi,^ rangai^ in. advance, and did not hah for ail 
matant until die M^^icanawere driven from the smnnut. 
WInLst tlaa was going on, Colonel Pem^r F. Smi|li| 
Vfbo commanded the 6di and 7th iirfantcy— the 6th, with 
Bkndiflrd^a Louisiana boys, under Major Martin ScoU, 
had been <vdered to smpport the whole — gave orders f(Mr 
these ebmmands to pass around on each side aad storm 
the Ibrt, whidi was situated about half a mite back of 
die sumn^ on the same ridge, and eommanded die 
Biflhop's Palace. Such a febt raCe as now ensued, 
has seldom, if ever, been seen ; die Louimana boys OMh 
king tremendous strides to be in wi& the limmofi; 
Captain ^;nith had the gun which he took upon thi 
he^t, ran down towards the breastworks and fireS into 
it. Then came Colonel P. F. Smith'a m^n, vriAi a pev^t 
feet rush, firing and cheering— tl^ 6th and 7tb, anA 
Louisianians reaching the ridge ^ove- nearly at the sattit 
time. 

The Mexicans fired at diem with grape, but it did not 
save them, or cause an instant's hesitation in our raido; 
Our men run, and fired, and cheered, until they reached 
die work, the foremost entering at one end, whilst the 
Mexicans, about 1000 in number, left the odier in relreat. 
The colours of the 5di infentry were instantly raised, 
and scarcely were they up before those of the 7di were 
alongside. Hie three commands entered the Ibrt to» 
gelher, so close was the race — ^the 5th, however, getting 
an advance, were in first. J. W. Miller, of Blanchard's 
company, was among the first four or five who entered. 
The three commands may be said to have come out even 
in the race, for the 7th was not five seconds behind. In 
less than five minutei^ the gun found in the feft was 
thundering away at the Bishop's Palace ! 
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m^ ^e *rw^ gim ^^Hmh wftm iciptor^ Ope, (pf,^ 

vti^ .Ift^wibe eiqpil^)ed» , Kil)ed» none. W(^u^d«4> m 
Tib i9fmvi lietitim^t PoQeri hvikt tbMcpfigb. ^ csilC 

G^tffitd 8* P^ Oaldey> ^limAy^ ia liie4Mgb« CQi]>f^ 
nd <Mdey ia iiom Ktw Ypilc ei^yi* iu)4 j» yi^iy ipteU^eiBtli 

^K)i}l(»**"4ie.'saaie v/bo Q$|)tHre4 the JSIexiain o£<m^^i 
tnmki rati Dlfoi^^ and 1»ho reeeived it ^nd. its ^ontciDljf . 
(ttm Qeiemd T|^l0r-rw0unded:iii the bea4* if!^ JuM 
iMitigr^'hillcfd^ noiie ; )ivo«ndeil — l<i0ut#D^t Ru3$e]l| in 
tbe atm ; Seigeaiit Migor Braod| badly^ in the mouth, 
imA Olivet halL Phvates MpMamiis and (^bb^ 
fcU^tljf '^'Ottoded'T-S^geaiit Uptergraph, colour-beareci 
^Mtiiigtfisb^^l hims^ hy hits galteintry. 

Thus was this brilliant coup de main made almosi 
iKilbpiitt bloodshed. I have nbt tiihe to give die paitieu- 
Itilii of this glorious affidr. Captain C. F. Smith, was 
1^ the advatic!^, with M'Oall) at ftie battle of fiesaca da 
W Palbifai^ and is one of the moat galla&t and aeeom* 
pImM 0ffi6ifi» in jthe army — ^ao eaiy all his fellow officeia 
^hem I have heard apeak (rf* hims. C(dond P. F. 
Snuith^-^Galicfrtil Smtdi^ aif Lduknana-^distkigtud^ him* 
aalf oil that occamn^ aa did Ms^or Scotland Captaia 
MUesy a»dy ia truths evteiy <^cer and man <did hia duty 
j«*ly. 

The gaBant CDnduot of Captain Blanchard and Lieu- 
tanant Te^brink, and the two brot^iens NichoUs, aie 
jtai^ hy'^ the officers who were tiiene. In ^^tb, 
the l|0«i«ana bo^s have fought evefy day for four- days, 
vand I assure jfoi^ M General WortVs report :Wi]l bear 
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' wftinrt Mr ml iy H'^Bi j itNt . ti ' 4btaijf isttMl IftilwiMidiHriM 
will testify, that tbi&n liM^ ba» Hoii^^fmked iWtf ot 

fife '&xit ta fite *ko«iirt at* liaw^ diiiriii^/tlM^ aaeaqH-t- 
mdeif A&y intteij^t-^ftoflk tradi 1» budi^ Ani >niak to 
rodty flirili flt fait ^w alfftong di0 fominoit ta liaab iit^ 
Ab BMra^'« PUabe atid tiJtt it hy fitMbi Q^plaili 
BfaUlMhl tod bia eanpany haY*ttlhmA)r iiMe.a tepMh 
lAlioiitiuKtwaiiiatisoimbdvlargvtl^ St GLiLUeii^|8»* 
vai6 ^f tlHf3"€iettpaii)r, w«s aiofta% wainiiid jptjai 
fi^t, and died next morning. Captain Smifch.ikwl vb 
enr JUHftd or iroandai in -faia 'pm^ t)L ifcgfahBf ai ' i wo 
Teiitos irine vroiBiiled^ va 3 Willifiiii Carilq^aad Buiil 
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Septen^er 24, 1846. 1 

(GrGNTi^iacax : I date both my letters on pae day^.be. 
cau^e. I BXfi obliged to foot «|> the news of tb,e last fou,;' 
days, biiving had no wnting nHitexials aloi^g. , Eyep 
noy^y though J write in 9, palace ^^ am obliged to hcjfl 
the sheet of pap^ in -one hand oh my knee^ fox want of 
a desk, Biit I have np time for. extra , remarks— fi 
chance, offers to send you tl^e.jie\'^$^ and I m\|ist h^iy to 
giye you a ijlance at what bs^ been done hf re^ b^j^^P ^^p 
express goes ojS*. On the morning of the 2l6t, Colonial 
Qiuldsj of, th^e jartillery battdion^ with ^three of bis com- 
panies—one commanded by Captain Vinton^ anoth^j* by 
Captain J*. B. Scott, and the third by lieutenant Ayres, 
and three companies of the 8th infantry— company,^, 
commanded by Lieutenant Lopgstreet a«.d Lieulenagft 
. Wi^oii^t ; company B, Lieuti^nant HoUo.yrsjy ,con)- 
mandiqg-, and Lieutenant Mercharjt ; compaajy D, Oj^j, 
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imm SbnnmwBd limtenwil hllmnigmi mi ^f ^^ m u otdowd 
to ialce tbe mttiwt of Ptkoe iiOl. ' 

TheiColimel left d^ cmap st^iiee o'dodt, A^ M*, and 
diBd>ed the mountMii Axoagh the chi^«d and up Hue 
fiteep loeks^ vsth mob atcfecy, tint at 'dayfanak he wtts 
uritUn oM hundied yturds^of die breastwork of saxid^bq^ 
<b«foi3e he was dtteovered. Three of Ihe artflkrymen, 
ibanBg^ rodiad ahead to« fiist, feu&d themseivea id liife 
•hndS'Of tiur MexioaBB. They sacrendeittd : tftt' M «xl- 
•oapa'tobk their mudBtti, and shot thsm dowu'wilh tbt 
•vtty piacaa' they had given up. I saw (he poor teSfimB 
^iiigihere» 

« I hav« hxA a few moments left to wnte 'ki, and nmat 
ihemfora defisr Ihe partteulars df the stonniiig' of the 
palace tmtil I have more time. Colonel Staniford wefit 
up at dayli^t with the balance of the 8th, and Major 
Scbtt led up the 5lh. The Louisiana boys were on the 
hiB with the 5th, at eight o'clock, A. M. One of Dun- 
can's howitzers, in chai^ of Lieutenant Rowland, was 
dragged up, or rather lifted up, and opened on th<e 
palace, which was filled with troops. * The Mexi^aiis 
charged on the howitzer, butweref driven back. A con- 
stant firing was kept up for several hours, psdrticulaiiy by 
Blanchard's men, who left a dozen Mexicans dead upoh 
the hill-side. At length a diarge was ofdered, and our 
men rushed ^own upon the palace, entered a hole in a 
door that had been blocked up, but opened by the how- 
itzer, and soon cleared the work of the few Mexicans 
who remaitied:^ Lieutenant Ayres was the lucky one 
'who first reached the halyards and lowered the flag. 
One eighteen-pound brass piece, a beautiful article, 
manu&ctored in Liverpool in 1842j and a short brass 
twelve-pound howitzer, were captured, ynSx a^ large 
quantity of ammunition^ and some musketss and lances. 
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hut is yeiy nealty oonstmeted) at Sir at k is btttit Tbe 
-Ukd OS our side, n. taking 'the pataee, vc»« soren — 
'ivounded, twelve. Lkatenant Wainwi^^ i»as wouad- 
-ed in the aide aad am by a nrasket-baB, Irat wiQ soon 
.reGOfTer, it » hoped. Mr. John Francis, ci New CMeans) 
belcmging to IKanchard'a company, was kille^. Ccrionfid 
CkSds, C^itain Vinton, Captain BUndbavd, Lieul«H«it 
Longstreet, Lieutenant Clark (adjntaaoit of theSdi), Liei^ 
tenant Ayrea, Lieuteimnt McCown, andtlie two Nicbdh, 
mtm to, hare been the heroes of the day. The two latter 
peifonned prodigies, and not only Judge NichdllK, 
but old Louisiaaamay well be proud ol such lK>n8. The 
MesicaDs lost at least thirty killed — ^twenty-one had been 
buned this morning, and I have seen a mimber lying on 
the liill«side, that were not discovered by our m^i when 
they brought in die dead. 

Yesterday morning the whole division under Oenerd 
Worth entered the town on diis side, snd have been 
iigfating diere ever since. 'Die heart of &e city ii M^ 
.thing but one fortification, the thick waUs being pierced 
for mudcets and cannon, and j^ed so as to rsdce the 
principal streets. The roeft .being flat, and the froaft 
wdls rising three or four feet above the roof, of' course 
every street has a line of breastworks on each side. A 
4en-inch mortar came around firOm General Taylor last 
evening, and it is now placed in the krgest plbza, to 
which our troops have foagbt step by step, and from hom^ 
(to house^ Duncan's batteries are in town, and the pbreiient 
knpression is that the place ^1 soon be tatei. Genera! 
Worth has gamed all the stnmgholds that eosninand the 
iei(y, and has pushed ihe enemy as far as they c«i g* 

without feOmg into Geneial Taylor's hands on 4iie otMr 

' \ 
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.... rTliie:9elwy,(MMkit;is;ii filotib^wq^^ 

4t«fy .tbe.wibituHi of Jiy buib oftMartk ! hwiB^bxpeef^ 

^^immii$^ imSt^iA ^xd^v^\yrih for ikmd Md\Ummif 
|0reM3[iilitii^.£|inie^ but his. ^ecaidwlW been vety dif- 
;6»lMil'6»ii]i<lliiiii life gteBt i^^y ba^boeB'to/gaiit^iiii^ 
«0i«Pi3)djli:Kiig |Kiial» iritii tbe lidaM poa^l .teci^See df 

JKM||^9rh4t. looktd Iike:«hMgki^;i(|>» die di^ub-ffitel: 
^it iM^: ,l>eep 'debe. The .Bi^hep's ifpttee^j \vfas^! i» tm 
•^trt)ng. M k km^^iii r^tesifkitbi to bfijHs ^u Penned 
il9id takilii .1^ mr^ brav^ sioUma^ i .flKcnlU Jiave «laiM 
ithat Cp1q«^1 iitjniy with. 9 tibd^ lef t)»itroops^ an A Gb|N- 
Miim &ilteqpie^d MeGutt6ch>/f«wpe^at tbelieJdi^ ef tKe 
palace. Captain Gillespie wad. labrldly wo^l»ded,4Mi 
Mlie^ ^^feati^day jmohiligy itfgret^d ibf <^: whoie mAy. 
i; I- owiri>t! keep ^fy iatt^ a|l^ with th^ tm^its^ . Tb^ 
4iwnibepr hajM. Ileei^^iintaliiiAlble Jto Geneml Ta^ylpr^ fiKwoi 
llHiQiWMxmcfevitot of Ibe jdna^ign. "SlNgr %Ut~ mlh 
4i)l tlufejsteadiiieM df M. dcMiers-^and iare ocmslantlyioh 
jAe/motJe.: :..Tbe ^qwti^. dwes tbem/umehf for Xhw 
fidUe^ Oonduel. i i sey 'notbiHgiftl} yet^ jftKnit Gall^ 
JTayJfllr:* [^rooeedings on tiMpdnerdUeiof fbe<towii> be>- 
»i6«>lte iiffenMftion I beVe reorired »iietr^LlMitbett«- 
^icivtedl Mr. KaiOaU sted I botii casne dtit yritfiL tlik 
^iferiaiqjii^.ik^itiliK^ Aaio^ing! Ibai tbe, dtlier. Waa cteiifag 
^frilbttyiAiiil'it was too late to retahis^and tbere^istno 
tooimfakiicalMii 'hetweea the 'divimods eifccpt byavined 
Utiles 'O^ffiMi.. . Tkoignfoerftl 'htd^ Hotbever> taUa thu^ 
In^tteiee mtar/ftbe town on tlie«lth^ 8ide| iindoiigMebicb 
'be'faae|iiat«htakiftftoim£riBdineM, killed and woundod'! 
I do not know the exact number killed, but will be able 



.1 



« 



t< 



> < 



TAYIiVRt 133 

to aiDeriiuQ bdete tiathAter gofi ■wd will tfy to giire 
oAer particwlam. ' 

Ooimd Taylor lias amved at GeQeml Worth's bofMl* 
quarters tonk j, and is now engaged in town wfix Am- 
jradia's tMBsengere oomidering the enemy's, propositi for 
smrenderii^ the town and the large fort at the north-east 
ade of it. That tort is very strongi and. is believed to 
contain at least twenty giins. HostiKties have oeased 
until the conference shall be concluded. There ouiat be 
an immense quantity of property in towtty particulai^ly 
arms and ammtniition. 

I should have mentioned that the 3d diviaionnuirche<i, 
ftom camp with only two days' rations, and no tents« 
A laige majority of the officers, and tmany of the fnen^ 
worked and climbed moantains, chased the eiemyy and 
fenght forty«eight hoars, mth nothing to eat but raw 
com. Mndk of the two days' rations were spoiled hj: 
the rains, and as the troops were frequently oideied off 
at an instant's notice, they left ihekt haversacks behind* 

lliere have been from ten to fifleen thousand troops 
lit this place ever since we have been here, but th^y are 
Mong out, in citizen's clothes, as hat m ibity ca« 
doc^e off. As sddiers, there is no escape for Ihem* H 

MoMTEHST, MaxicQ, September 25, 184b> 

GxmLKBCXK : The city has capitulated on the follow- 
ing terms. (Terms stated page 138). Many persons^ 
peirticidarly the Texap voluoteers, who fought so bravely, 
aire dispkeaed at these terms. Tbetownwasallbatuiour 
kancb, and, could they be believed, would hafve been taken 
ki three hours. I beU^e that it would have required 
ttueb more hard %hting to have taken it,.biit this was m>t 
tim faestton With General Tayko*. He and his officem 
knew perftotly well, of course,* that tbfs town cqujd soon 
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and eat up his substance; but he diid httv»ian.0b|ifot jbo 
vfeir whi«h ivffl biB MUbtd^by th« ^m» of lhiaiia|ritl]- 
lofiim, and that bbfeet in ww -wfll Itai t^ « isesukiUMit^ 
htneieM to <Mir gtfvevnmeDt, baider iiidGMM inhrk^. <ir 
cotter ^leiieral Tajrlor a^^ted in bgratiag^ to tjufvi? Imm* 
As' IbaVea f«wia«iiQa»ts to (spare before the expxi^g^M 
out this fnorning (be-iras detained halt night hy tfaft aliiW'> 
prdgpm^ of taainess mth* AmpuAa), I mU apeak if the 
operations of General T«yiaf cq his fide of tho l0!«rn/ « 

Major Mansfield., of the Engineeiisy TeeoiNaoilMed; febf) 
enemy *§ t^oiics cm the li^t of the ]r9th» but oouU cfbttin 
nO Tery acieavale informatUn^ although he affcoaohod 
v^^tiear to somo of thecat on the heights, Qn tfaoSlQth^ 
litevtetiakit Seofiie airi lieotfinaait Bope ivterel wmit out to 
i^dbiiioitro tho Vpifa, Scariit Qa the rigi^l and Pope 00 
the left of the to^ro* The latter apprdajched and dis- 
covered tihe position of a hnttary^on thfet ^etleme. lefty and 
Was exposed to a- Sire of eanndn ond muakolry Stom 
hmoet^/ftom mihioh^ after finishing Ms .cA)servbtioa8ji he 
tiBftired in safety. On the nigbt of the 80th» tbe mm^n 
ood l|o4litMr batteries. imeBte placed m a posjiion totjAojr 
ob the itvdiiglfohb around the dtadtl, TJN» aclioti 
commenced on the morning of the 21st, by the opening 
of these two batteries. Colonel Garland's brigade were 
ordered to kiore to the lefb fbr the purpose mt Btennhig 
the battery discovered by Lieutenant Pope the day brfovei 
and to occupy, if possible, the lowtr part of the city* 
M^jor Mansfield, Captain Wiltiams, and Lieutenant Pope 
%ere' ordered in affvaoce, to isel^ot the most taraaUbiit 
^ibt of attack, arid to dibeot th^ movemeDts o£;tlK 
eohimn opon it. Th^ companias were {thtoien fisiimnd 
iis skmoisd^, and! ad^MMiced I^lidly tomntlotfae <w |e Ai^ 
ftrDowed'by the l»ri^a4e in ifaie of ba^tlei tmd^pi 
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.fire of aftiUcry from the.ciUdQl and. fort, and a heavy 

fire of musketry. 

The column charged into a street about two hundred 

yards to the the right of the battery, passed the works 

.entirely, and effected an entrance into the tower. After 

advancing rapidly about four hundred yards, beyond the 

battery, they came immediately in front, of a masked 

battery of artillery and musketry, which sw:ept the 

street completely by its range. The barricades of the 

streets at sixty yards distance from the head of the 

column, were lined with Mexican troops, who, entirely 

covering themselves, opened a murderous discharge of 

.grape and musketry upon the advancing column. Every 

bouse in the street was pierced for musketry and 

enfiladed the street in every direction. Under this fire 

the following officers were killed or mortally wounded : 

Major Barbour, 3d infantry, by grape-shot in the 

abdomen; Captam Williams, Topographical Engineers, 

shot through the body by a musket-ball, fell into the 

street and was carried into the doorway of a house by 

Lieutenant Pope, amidst a shower of balls that covered 

him with dust, ^the gallantry of this young officer, 

now in his first battle, is spoken of in admiration by the 

' army^ Captain Williams died the next day, and was 

.buried with the honours of war by the Mexican tropps, 

.into whose hands he had fallen. Lieutenant Merritt, 

1st infantry, shot through the body, and died the next day. 

Waimded. — Major Mansfield, ball through calf of the 

Jeg. This brave officer would not leave on account of * 

•his wound, but rode about, behaving in the most gallant 

.manner all day. Captain Bainbridge, 3d infantry, 

sjigbtly wounded in. the hand. Major Lear, dangerously 

.MTOunded in the mouth, the ball passing out at the back 

of his he^d. Major Abercrombie, Ist infantry, severely 
9 
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wounded; Lieutenant R. Graham, 4th infantry, sev^rdy 
grounded in both legs and body ; hopes are entertained 
of his recovery. A great number of men lolled and 
wounded — number not known. 

It being impossible, in the opinion of the engineer 
officers, to effect anything in attacking the barricades in 
front, the column moved rapidly up a street to the riglit, 
with the intention of turning them. Being reinforced 
by the Ohio regiment, a second charge was made, 
under the direction of General Butler, which, owing to 
the tremendous fire of musketry and grape from the 
barricades and stone houses, likewise proved ineffectual. 
The troops were then ordered by General Taylor to 
retire in good order, and get under cover from the 
enemy's fire, which order was hdiidsft'inely <^cnted. 

The following officers 'were killed or mortally wound- 
ed (since died) in the second charge : Colonel Watson, 
of the Baltimore battalion ; Captain L. N. Morris, 3d 
infantry ; Lieutenant D. Irwin, 3d infantry ; Lieutenant 
11. Hazlitt,/4th infantry. [Three officers were killed 
in the first charge which I did ^ot include in that list, 
viz: Lieutenant Hoskins, 3d infantry; Lieutenant J. S. 
Woods, 4th infantry ; Captain Field, 3d infantry. 

Wounded. — Major-General Butler, slightly through 
the calf of the leg; Colonel Mitchell, in the leg; Cap- 
tain Lamotte, 1st infantry, slightly; Lieutenant Dil- 
worth, 1st infantry, leg shot off. 

During the engagement in town, of Garland's brigade, 
* the forts that were passed on the left, in entering the town, 
were gallantly carried by the Mississippi and Tennessee 
regiments — the first commanded by Colonel Campbell, 
and the second by Colonel Davis. Colonel McClung, of 
the Mississippi regiment, was dangerously w^bunded. 
These regiments sustained a great Joss of killed and 
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t^oimdecl, but I cannot, in the short time left me, ascer- 
tain the names or the number of those who fell. Cap- 
tain Bragg's battery of light artillery was brought into 
action, but it being impos^ble to use it ejOEectively, it 
was withdrawn. iSeneral pieces of artillery were cap* 
tured. The forts that were taken were occupied by 
Ridgely's light artillery company, who turned the 
captured pieces iigainst the Mexican works, and the 
cannonade was kept up the rest of the day. — ^^There 
were many skkmishes, and gallant deeds, fcc, &o., 
which I will mention at a future time. 

On the night of the 22d, the enemy abandoned the 
two works which had proved so destructive to the 3d 
and 4th infantry, and they were occupied early next 
morning by the Mississippi and Tennessee regiments, 
under General Qmtman. About eight o'clock the same 
morning, these two regiments advanced on the town, 
and a sharp engagemefnt commenced. These troops 
were supported by a body of Texan rangers (dismounted 
for the occasion), under General Henderson, and by the 
3d regiment of ii^antry. 'The fight was kept up until 
four o'clock, P. M., during which time our troops droire 
the enemy from house to house, almost to the main plaza. 
The loss of life on t)ur side was not severe during this 
day. On the morning of .the 24tb, a flag of truce 
was sent in, which resulted in the capitulation of the 
town. 

During the whole of the engagement on the 21at, 
Colonel Kinney was exceedingly useful in carrying 
orders, and in giving advice in matters with which his 
thorough acquaintance with Mexican customs rendered 
him familiar. He was in the tLIct^st of the fight, mov- 
ing about from point to point, and doing good execution 
with his rifle.* This gentleman's services have been in- 
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-valuable to Greneral Taylor in the movemeiits of the 
army from Matamoras to this place. He has been every- 
where reconnoitering the country, -a^d procuring infor- 
mation — riding day and night, and exposing his life in a 
thousand ways. The colonel never flinched from any 

• duty required of him, and, had General Taylor ordered 
, him to go and bring him Ampudia's portfolio, he would 

have imdertaken it. I devote a paragraph to a mention 
of lliis gentleman's service, because he deserves much 
from the public, for whom he has laboured so. arduously 
and so efficiently. H. : 

Terms of capitvlation of the city :f MomJterey^ the 
capital of JVuevo Leouy agreed upon bV the undersigned 
commissioners, to. wit: General Worth, of the United 

• States army, General Henderson, of the Texan volun- 
teers, and Colonel Davis, of the Mississippi riflelmen, on 

, the part of Major-General Taylor, Commander-in-chief 

, of the United States forces, and General Requena and 

General M. Llano, Governor of Nuevo Leon, on the 

part of Senor General Don Pedro Ampudia, command- 

mg in chief the army of the north of Mexico. 

Article I. As the legitimate result of the operations 
before this place, and the present position of the con- 
. tending armies, it is agreed that the city, the fortifica- 
tions, cannon, the mumtions of war, and all other public 
property, with the undermentioned exceptions, be sur- 
rendered to the commariding general of the United 
^States forces now at Monterey. 

Article II. That the Mexican forces be allowed to 
retain the fdllowing arms, to wit: the commissioned 
officers their side-arms, the infantry their arms and 
accoutrements, the cavalry their arms and^ccoutrements, 
the artillery one field battery, not to exceed six pieces, 
with twenty-one rounds of cimiQumtion. 

Article III. That the. Mexican armed forces retire, 
within seven days from this date, beyond the line formed 
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by the pass of Rinco^;iada, the city of Linares aiid San 
Fernando de Preras. 

Article IV. That the citadel of Monterey be evacu- 
ated by the Mexican and occupied by the American 
forces to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 

Article V. To avoid collisions, and for mutual 
convenience, that the troops of the United States will 
not occupy the city until the Mexican forces have with- 
drawn, except for hospital and storage purposes. 

Article VI. That the forces of the United States 
will not advance beyond the line specified in the 3d 
article, before the expiration of eight weeks, or until 
orders or instructions of the respective governments can 
be received. 

Article VII. That the public 'property to be deli- 
vered, shall be turned over and received by s officers 
appointed by the commanding generals of the two armies. 

Article VIII. That all doubts as to. the meaning 
of any of the preceding articles, shall be solved by an 
equitable construction, or on principles of liberality to 
the retiring army. 

Article IX. That the Mexican flag, when struck 
at the citadel, may be saluted by its own battery. 

Done at Monterey, Sept. 24, 1846. 

W. J. WORTH, 

Brigadier-General United States Army, 

J. PINKNEY HENDERSON, 

Majdr-G^eral commanding the Texan Volunte&rs,, 

JEFFERSON DAVIS, 

Colonel Mississippi Riflemen. 

MANUEL L. LLANO, 
T. REQUENA, 
ORTEGA. 

Approved, 

Z. TAYLOR, ' 

Major^General Uniied States Army, commanding^ 

PEDRO AMPUDIA. . 



CHAPTER VII. 

The battle of Buena Vista. 

* Monterey now became, the head-quarters of Gr^ieral 
Taylor. It is an old city, built by the Spaniards nearly 
three centuries since. It is nearly two miles long and 
one mile wide, with streets running parallel, and crossed 
by others running at right angles. The city contains 
ftree plazas or large squares. Upon th^ main one of 
these stands the principal cathedral ; this building, do-, 
ring the time of the attack, was used by the enemy as a 
depository for gunpowder. 

The houses are of one story, and are built in the old 
Spanish style, with walls of strong mason-work thirty 
inches in thickness, rising three or four feet above the 
roof. 'These walls, rising in the manner they do^ afforded 
the Mexicans a powerful means of defence. The city, 
standing as it does at the gorge of the most romantic 
upheaved mountains in the world, commands the only 
passes to the interior and its capital. Through :the city, 
and winding round it, is a branch of the river St. Juan, 
adding great beauty to the spot, and yielding to the solid 
comfort of the inhabitants. 

After establishing his head-quarters in this place, 
General Taylor detached Brigadier-General Worth with 
1200 men and eight pieces of artillery to Saltillo 
Brigadier-Gewd^j Wool and the column under his 
CQtnmand, 240Q strong, with six pieces of artiiteiy, were 
ordered to occupy the town of Parras, a small but beau-* 
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tuul^lace seventy miles nor1;|i-east of Saltillo. Saltillo, 
to . which Worth was ordered, is about seventy miles 
from Monterey, and at an elevation of about 2000 feet 
above the latter place. General Patterson having been 
withdrawn on an expedition to act in conjunction with 
the fleet in the Gulf, General Butler was ordered to take 
the command of the reserve. Saltillo and Parras were 
occupied by the Americans without any opposition, the 
enemy having fallen back as far as San Luis Potosi. 

The fleet in the Gulf had as yet taken no active part 
in the war, except capturing Tampico, and blockading 
Vera Cruz and the various ports lying on the Gulf; thus 
preventing any communication, and cutting ofT all 
sources of supplies in that quarter. 

Santa Anna had now been recalled to Mexico, and 
placed at the head of aflairs, and Paredes deposed. 
Santa Anna was nominally commander-in-chief of the 
Mexican armies, really dictator. He was raising a for- 
midable army to resist the further advance of General 
Taylor. Before December, he had succeeded in raising 
520,000 men, and concentrating them at San Luis Potosi, 
which he strongly fortified, and filled with military stores. 

After awaiting the advance of this formidable force for 
some time. General Taylor determined to meet them on 
their own ground. He began to prepare for a movement 
towards Victoria. The following despatch refers to his 
operations at this time : 

f 

Head-Quarters Armt of Occupation, ) 
Camp near Monterey^ Dec. 8, 1846. J * 

Sir: As I expect to march in a few days for Victoria, 
I consider the present a proper occasion to explain some- 
what in detail the dispositions which have been made, 
and w^hich are contemplated, for the occupation and de- 
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fence of tliis frontier. With \his view I enclose a sketch 
exhibiting the line frona ParraS to Tampico, and showing 
how a portion of that line is naturally marked by the 
chain of the '« Sierra Madre." 

It wull be seen at once that San Luis Potosi is a 
position almost equally distant from the points of this 
line. This would give the force at San Luis a very 
great advantage over us, were it not for the nature of 
tho country and the communications ; the regions between 
San Luis and the mountains being scantily supplied with . 
water and subsistence, and the road by Saltillo and 
Monterey being the only practicable route for artillery 
across the* mountains. Without artillery, tl^e Mexican 
troops are not at all formidable, and, I think, have but ' 
little confidence in themselves. I therefore consider the 
position of Saltillo and Parras as of prime importance. 
With an intermediate post at Patos, and the means, by a 
good road, of rapidly uniting, if necessary, I deem the 
columns of Brigadier-Generals Wool and Worth quite . 
equal to hold that flank of the line. I shall, however, 
reinforce the latter general, particularly in cavalry, and 
shall establish a reserve at this place to support the 
advanced positions, should the movements of the enemy 
require it. r 

Brigadier-General Wool is understood to be now at 
Parras with his column, say 2400 strong, with six guns. 
Brigadier-General Worth has his head-quarters at Saltillo ' 
— his command consisting of some 1200 regular troops, 
with eight guns. I propose to reinforce him by two 
regiments of volunteer foot, and a portion of the Ken- 
tucky cavalry. Lieutienant Kearney's company is alL 
the regular cavalry force I can assign him at present. 

At Monterey will be the head-quarters of Major- 
General Butler, commanding the reserve. Two com 
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panies of artillery an^ one of the weak infantry bat- ■ 
talions (4th) will compose the garrison of the place. • 
The troops of General Butler's proper division (Ohio, ' 
Indiana, and Kentucky), will be at this point, and in 
echelon on the route hence to Carnargo and the moirlh 
of the Rio Grande, except those which may be ordered 
to reinforce General Worth, as above indicated. 

Tampico is now garrisoned by eight strong companies 
of artillery, and the Alabama regiment of volunteers, say 
1000 effectives. I consider this force quite sufficient 
to hold the place, controlling, as we do, the harbour. 
* * * These considerations attracted my attention 
to Victoria before the surrender of Tampico, but I now 
deem it more than ever important, for I have reason to 
believe that a corps of observation is in that quarter, 
under the orders of General Urrea, having his head- 
quarters pejhaps at Tula, and sending forward advanced 
parties as far as Victoria. 

* * * Major-General Patterson has accordingly 
been instructed to march from Matamoras on Victoria, 
with three regiments of volunteers from his division, one 
being the Tennessee horse. I propose to move from 
this point, say by the 12th instant, with the regular 
troops now here, under Brigadier-General Twiggs (ex- 
cept those to be left in garrison, as above), and the regi- 
ments of General Patterson's division, under Brigadier- 
General Quitman. At Montemorelos, sixty-eight miles 
from this, I shall effect a junction with Riley, who is 
now there, and incorporate with the column the 2d Ten- 
nessee regiment, under orders for that place. With 
this augmented force I expect to effect a junction with 
Major-General Patterson before Victoria. 

You will perceive that one effect of the arrangements 
above indicated will be to throw Major-General Patter-^ 
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80B, with the f roops of hia appropriate divisioi:^ (Ten- 
nessee^ IlliDois, Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia), on 
the left and near the coast, while Major-General Butler, 
with his division, occupies the line of communication 
from the Rio Grande to Saltillo. 

Intelligence received this moment from Saltillo, repre- 
sents all quiet in front. We have reports of a revolution 
in Mexico, embracing two or three states, and directed 
against General Santa Anna, but the information does 
not come in an authentic form. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, . 
Yoijr obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
Mojor-General TJ. S. A,^ Commanding 
The Adjutant-General of the Army, j 

Washingtoiij D. C. ) 

General Taylor started for Victoria on the 15th of 
December, and on the 17th joined the second regiment 
of infantry and the second Tennessee regiment of foot 
from Camargo. On arriving at Montemorelos, he re- 
ceived intelligence from General Worth, commanding at 
Saltillo, that he was hourly expecting ^n attack on that 
place by Santa Anna. Sending forward General Quit- 
man with a field battery to meet General Patterson at 
Victoria, General Taylor now fell back on Monterey, 
and on the 20th advanced towards Saltillo with General 
* Twiggs's division. But on his way he received fresh 
advices, informing him of the arrival of General Wool 
with a reinforcement at Saltillo, and that the enemy 
were withdrawing towards San Luis Potosi. 

In consequence of this change of circumstances Gene- 
ral Taylor set out for Victoria, where he arrived on thei 
30th of December. 

General Taylor was now superseded iji the coQunai^d 
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of the Aimj of Occupation, by Major-General Win- 
field Scott, who was appointed commander-in-chief of 
all the land forces in Mexico, and at the various posts 
on the Rio Qrande. 

The theatre of Scott's operations was different from 
that of Taylor's. His main object was the reduction of 
the city of Vera Cruz, and the fort of St. Juan de Ulloa,. 
by a combined land and sea force. Vera Cruz being the 
key of the main road to the capital, General Soott thought 
that its reduction would compel the Mexicans to sue for 
peace. To effect this object it became necessary for him 
to draw from General Taylor the main body of bis 
regular forces: to a|)prise Taylor of this fact he ad- 
dressed him the following letter, which was written pre- 
vious to bis settmg out for the seat of war. 

New York, Nov. 25, 1846. 

Mt dear General: I lefl Washington late in the 
day yesterday, and expect to embark for New Orleans 
the 30th inst. By the 12th of December I may be in 
that city, at Point Isabel the 17th, and Cam.argo, say the. 
23d' — in order to be within easy corresponding distance* 
fron^you. It is not probable that I mey be able to visit 
Monterey, and circumstances may prevent your coming, 
to me. I shall much regret not having an early oppor* 
tunity of felicitating you in person upon your many bril- 
liant achievements ; but we may meet somewhere in the 
interior of Mexico. 

I am not coming, my dear general, to supersede you 
in the immediate comn^d on the line of operations 
rendered illustrious by you and your gallant army. My 
i^roposed theatre is difierent. You may imagine it ; and 
wish very much that it were prudent, at this distance, 
to tell you all that I ei^ect to attempt or hppe to exe- 
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cute. I have been admonished that despatches have 
been lost, and I have no special messenger at hand. 
Your imagination will be aided by the letters of the 
secretary of war, conveyed by Mr. Armistead, Major 
Graham, and Mr. M'Lane. 

But, my dear general, I shall be obliged to take from 
you most of the gallant officers and men (regulars and 
volunteers) whom you have so long and so nobly com- 
manded. I am afraid that I shall, by imperious neces- 
sity — ^the approach of yellow fever on the gulf coast- 
reduce you, fpT a time, to stand on the defensive. This 
wDl be infinitely painful to you, and, for that reason, 
distressing to me. But I rely upon your patriotism to 
submit to the temporary sacrifice with cheerfulness. No 
man can better afford to do so. Recent victories place 
you on that high eminence ; and I even flatter myself 
that any benefit that may result to me, personally, from 
the unequal division of troops alluded to, will lessen the 
pain of your consequent inactivity. 

You will be aware of the recent call for nine regi- 
ments of new volunteers, including one of Texas horse. 
The president may soon ask for many more ; and ^ we 
are not without hope that Congress may add ten or 
twelve to the' regular establishment. These, by the ^ 
spring, say April, may, by the aid of large bounties, be 
in the field — should Mexico not earlier propose terms 
of accommodation; and, long before the spring (March), , 
it is probable you will be again in force to resume offen- 
sive operations. 

It was not possible for me to find time to write from 
Washington, as I much desired. I only received on 
intimation to hold myself in preparation for Mexico, on 
the 18th instant. Much has been done towards that 
end, and more remabs to be executed. 
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Your detailed report of the operations at Monterey, 
and reply to the secretary's despatch, by Lieutenant 
Armistead, "were both received two days after I was 
instructed to proceed §outh. ^ 

In haste, I remain, my dear general, yours, faithfully, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Major-General Z. Tatlok, | 

U. S. Army, commanding, &c. ) 

, Not only were nearly all the regular troops now with- 
drawn from General Taylor; but his noble coadjutor 
General Worth was detached and ordered to march at 
the head of them from his post at Saltillo towards Vera 

. Cruz, while Taylor was ordered to fell back pn Monterey 
and await the arrival of fresh recruits^ volunteers who. 
were destined to take the place of the veteran warriors 
of Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, and Monterey.* His 
address to these veterans is characteristic : 

<<'It is with deep sensibility that the commanding 
general finds himself separated from the troops he so 
long commanded. To those corps, regular and volun- 
teer, who had shared with him the active services of the 
field, he feels the attachment due to such associations, 

, while to those who are making their first campaign, he 
must express his regret that he cannot participate with 
them in its eventful scenes. To all, both officers and 

. men, he extends his heartfelt wishes for their continued 
success and happiness, confident that their achievements 
on another theatre vrill redound to the credit of their 
country and its arms." 

On reaching Monterey his regular force was 600, in- 

, eluding May's dragoons. In February he had received 

. reinforcements raising his army to nearly 6000 men. 

Anticipating an attempt on the part of Santa Anna, 
an attempt to possess himself of the line ofi posts be- 
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'tween himself and Matamoras, he determined to advance 
and fight a pitched battle with him. Accordingly, on 
the SOth of February, we find him encamped at Agua 
Nueva, eighteen miles south of Saltillo, and sending oiit 

•videttes, who return with intelligence thaft; Santa Anna 
is within thirty miles of his position, rapidly advancing 

^with some 20,000 men against his forlorn hope of fiive 
thousand four hundred. » 

On receiving this intfelligence, Greneral Taylor de- 
termined to choose his own battle ground, and accord- 
ingly fell hack to an admirable position in front of Buena 
Vista, seven miles south of Saltillo. The following de- 
tailed report of the great commander himself gives the 
best general view of the battle which has appeared. 

Head-Quarters Army or Occitpation, j 
Agua Nuewij March 6, 1847. ) 

Sir: I have the honour to submit a detailed report 
of the operations of the forces under my command 
which resulted in the engagement of Buena Vista, the 
repulse of the Mexican army, and the reoccupation of 
this position. 

The information which reached me of the advance 
and concentration of a heavy Mexican force in my front, 
had assumed such a probable form, as to iiidiice a spe- 
cial examination far beyond the reach of our pickets to 
ascertain its correctness. A small party of Texan spies, 
tinder Major McCullough, despatched to the hacienda of 
Encarnacion, thirty miles from this, on the route to San 
Luis Potosi, had reported a cavalry force of unknown 
strength at that place. On ,the 20th of February, a 
fi?trong reconnoissance under Lieutenant-Colonel May was 
despatched to the hacienda of Heclionda, while Major 
McCullough made another examination of Encarnacion. 
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The result of these expeditions left no doubt that the 
enemy was in large force at Encamacion, under the 
orders of General Santa Anna,. and that he meditated a 
forward movement and attack upon our position. 

As the camp of Agua Nueva could be turned oh 
either flank, and as the enemy's force was gready supe- 
rior to our own, particularly in the arm of cavalry, I 
determined, after much consideration, to take up a posi- 
tion about eleven miles in rear, and there await the 
attack. The army broke up its camp and marched at 
noon on the 21st, encamping at the new position a little 
in front of the hacienda of Buena Vista. With a small 
force I proceeded to Saltillo, to make some necessary 
arrangements for the defence of the town, leaving Brig- 
adier-General Wool in the immediate command of the 
troops. 

Before those arrangements were completed, on the 
morniDg of the 22d, I was advised that the enemy v/as ■ 
in sight, advancing. Upon reaching the ground it was 
found that his cavalry advance was in our front, having 
marched from Encamacion, as we liave since learned, at 
11 o'clock on the day previous, and driving in a mounted 
force Jeft at Agua Nueva to cover the removal of public 
stores. Our troops were in position, occupying a Ime of 
remarkable strength. The road at this point becomes a 
narrow defile, the valley on its right being rendered quite 
impracticable for artillery by a system of deep and impas- 
sable gullies, while on the left a succession of rugged 
ridges and precipitous ravines extends far back toward 
the mountain which bounds the valley. The feat^irco ol 
the ground were such as nearly to paralyze the artillery 
and cavalry of the enemy, while his infantry could not 
deriire all the advantage of its numerical superiority. In 
this position we prepared to receive him. Captain Wash- 
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.ittgton's battery (4th artillery) was posted to coBimand 
the roady while the 1st and 2d Illinois regiments, under 
Colonels Hardin and Bissell, each eight compknies (to the 
latter of which was attached Captain Conner's company 
of Texas volunteers), and the 2d Kentucky, under Col- 
onel McEee, occupied the crests of the ridges on the left 
and in rear. The Arkansas and Kentucky, Regiments of 
cavalr}', commanded by Colonels Yell and H. Marshall, 
occupied the extreme left near the base of the mountain, 
while the Indiana brigade, under Brigadier-General 
Lane (composed of the 2d and Sd regiments, under 
Colonels Bowles and Lane), the Mississippi riflemen, 
under Colbnel Davis, the squadrons of the 1st and 2d 
dragoons, under Captain Steen and Lieutenant-Colonel ^ 
May, and the light batteries of Captains Sherman and 
Bragg, 3d artillery, were held in reserve. 

At eleven o'clock I received from General Santa Anna 
a summons to surrender at discretion, which, with a copy 
of my reply, I have already transmitted. The enemy 
still forbore his attack, evidently waiting for the arrival 
of his rear columns, which could be distinctly seen by our 
look-outs as they approached the field. A demonstra- 
tion made on his left caused me to detach the 2d Ken- 
tucky regiment and a section of artillery to our right, in 
which position they bivouacked for the night. In the 
meantime the Mexican light troops had engaged ours on 
the extreme left (composed of parts of the i^entucky 
and Arkansas cavalry dismounted, and a rifle battalion 
from the Indiana brigade, under Major Gorman, the 
whole commanded by Colonel Marshall), and kept up a 
sharp fire, climbing the mountain side, and apparently 
endeavouring to gain our flank. Three pieces of Captab 
. Washington's battery had been detached to the left, and 
were supported by the 2d Indiana regiment. An occa 
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nooal shell was thrown by the enemy into this part of 
our line^ but without eifect. The skirmishing of the 
light troops was kept up with trifling loss on our part 
until dark, when I became convinced that no serious 
attack would be made before the morning, ami returned^ 
"with the Mississippi regiment ^andj^uadroa of 2d dra-» 
goons, to Saltillo. The troops biyouackei without fires, 
and laid upon their atins# A bod^|£ili:aMry, some 
IdOO strong, had b^n visible alLda)r in rear of the' 
4own, having entered the valley through a narrow pass 
east of the city. This cavalry, commanded by Qeneral 
Minon, had evidently been thrown in our rear to break 
up and harass our retreat, and perhaps make some at- 
tempt against the town if practicable. The dty was 
occupied by four excellent companies of Illinois volun^ 
teers, under Major Warren of the 1st regiment. A field- 
work, which commanded most of the approaches, vras 
garrisoned by Captain Webster's company, 1st artillery, 
and armed with two 24-pound howitzers, while the train 
and head-quarter camp was guarded by two companies 
of Mississippi riflemen, under Captain Rogers, and a field- 
piece commanded by Captain Shover, 3d artillery. Hav- 
ing made these dispositions for the protection of the rear, 
I proceeded on the morning of the 28d to Buena Vista, 
ordering forward all the other available troops. The 
action had* commenced before my arrival on the field. 

During the evening and night of the 22d the enemy 
had thrown a body of light troops on the mountain side, 
with the purpose of outflanking our left ; and it was here 
that the action of the 23d commenced at an early hour. 
Our riflemen, under Colonel Marshall, who had beeif re** 
inforced by three companies under Major Trail, 2d Illi- 
nois volunteers, maintained their ground handsomely- 

against a greatly superior force, holding themselves^ 
10 
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utider fcover, and using their weapons with deadly efiect. 
About eight o'dock a strong demonstration was made 
against the centre of our position, a heavy column moving 
along the road. This force was soon dispersed by a few 
rapid and well-directed shots from Captain Washington's 
battery. In the mean time the enemy was concentrating 
ft large force of infantry and cavalry under cover of the 
ridgeS) with the obvious intention of forcing our lefl:^ 
which was posted on an extensive plateau. The 2d In- 
diana and 2d Illinois regiments formed this part of our 
line, th^ former covering three pieces of light artillery, 
under the orders of Captain O'Brien — Brigadier-General 
Lane being in the immediate command. In order to 
bring his men within effective range, General Lfene or- 
dered the 'artillery and 2d Indiana regimeiit forward. 
The artillery advanced within musket range of a heavy 
body of Mexican infantry, and was served against it with 
great effect, but without being able to check its advance, 
lite infemtry ordered to its support had fallen back in 
disorder, being exposed, as well as the battery, not only 
to a severe fire of small arms from the front, but also to 
a murderouiS cross-fire of grape and canister from a 
Mexican battery on the left. Captain O'Brien found it 
impossible to retain hi$ position without support, but 
wii9 only able to withdraw two of his pieces, all the 
horses and cannoneers of the third piece being killed of 
disabled. The 2d Indiana regiment, which had fallen 
back as stated, could not be rallied, and took no farther 
part in the action, except a handfiil of men, who, under 
its gallant cobnel, Bowles, joined the Mississippi regi- 
ment, and did good service, and those fugitives who, at 
a later period in the day, assisted in defending the train 
and depot at Buena Vista. This portion of our line 
having given way, and the enemy appearing in ovor- 
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wfaelimn^ force itgainsl our left fl^k, lk«.}i^ tl'Odps 
-whidi had rendered such good service on the mountain 
i^vere compelled to withdraw, -which they did, for the 
most part, in good order. Many, however, were not 
ralEed until they reached the depot at Buena Vista, to . 
ttte defence of which they afterward contributed. 

Orfonel BisselFs regiment (9d Illinois), which had 
been joined by a section of Captmiji Sherman^s battery, 
had become completely outflanked, and was compelled 
to fall back, being entirely unsupported. The enemy 
■was now pouring masses of infantry and cavalry along 
the base of the mountain on our left, and was gaining 
our rear in great force. At this moment I arrived 
iipon the field. The Mississippi regiment had been 
directed to the left before reaching the position, and 
immediately came into action against the Mexican 
infantry which had turned our flank. The 2d Kentudcy 
regiment and a section of artillery under Captain Bragg, 
had previously been ordered from the right to reinforce 
our left, and arrived at a most opportune momenti 
That regiment, and a portion of the 1st Illinois, under 
Colonel Harden, gallantry drove the enemy, and re- 
covered a portion of the ground we had lost. /The 
batteries of Captains Shermafi and Bragg were in 
position on the plateau, and did much execution, not 
only in front, but particularly upon the masses which 
had gained our rear. Discovering that the enemy was 
heavily pressing upon the Mississippi regiment, the 3d 
Indiana regiment, under Colonel Lane, was despatched 
to strengthen that part of our line, which formed a 
crotchet perpendicular to the first line of battle. At 
the same time Lieutenant Kilburn, with a piece of 
Captain Bragg^s battery, was directed to support the 
infafntry there engaged. The action was for a Icmg; 
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time wasmly sustmbed at that pc^nt — ^the enemy makiog 
several efforts both vdth infantry and cavahry against 
our line, and beii^ always repulsed with heavy loss. I 
had placed all the regular cavalry and Captam Pike's 
squadron of Arkansas horse under the orders of Brevet 
Lieutenant-Colonel May, with directions to hold in 
^heck the enany's column, still advancing to the rear 
along the base of the mountain, which was done in con- 
junction with the Kentucky and Arkansas cavalry under 
Colonels Marshall and Yell. 

In the mean time our left, which was still strongly 
threatened by a superior force, was farther strengthened 
by the detachment of Captain Bragg's, and a porticMi 
of Captain Sherman's batteries to that quarter. The 
concentration of artillery fire upon the masses of the 
enemy along the base of the mountain, and the deter- 
mined resistance offered by the two regiments opposed 
^to them, had created confusion in their ranks, and some 
of the corps attempted to effect a retreat upon their 
main line of battle. The squadron of the 1st dragoons, 
iiilder Lieutenant Rucker, was now ordered up the deep 
ravine which these retreating corps were endeavouring 
to crosS) in order to charge and disperse them. The 
squadron proceeded to the point indicated, but could not 
accompUsh the object, being exposed to a heavy fire 
from a battery established to cover the retreat of those 
0017)8. While the squadron was detached on this service, 
a large body of the enemy was observed to concentrate 
on our extreme left, apparently with the view of making 
a descent upon the hacienda of i^uena Vista, where our 
train and baggage were deposited. Lieutenant*ColoneI 
May was ordered to the suppcfrt of that point, with two 
pieces of Ca{>tain Sherman's battery und^r Lieutenant 
Reynolds. In. the teejin time, the scattered forces near 
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the hsuienAy ooinposed.m part of Majom Trail and Gor- 
man's commands, had been to some extent organized under 
the advice of Major Monroe, chief of artillery, with the' 
assistance of Major Morrison, volunteer staff, and were 
posted to defend the position. Before our cavalry had 
reached the hacienda, that of the enemy had made its 
attack; having been handsomely met by the Kentucky 
and Arkansas cavalry under Colonels Marshall and Yell. 
The Mexican column immediately divided, one portion 
sweeping by the depot, where it received a destructive 
£re firom the force which had collected there, and then 
gaining the mountain opposite, under a fire from Lieu- 
tenant Reynolds's section, the remiaining portion regaining 
the base of the mountain on our left. In the charge at 
Buena Vista, Colonel Yell fell gallantly at the head of his 
regiment ; we also lost Adjutant Yaughan, of the Ken- 
tucky cavalry — ^a young officer of much promise. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel May, who had been rejoined by the squad- 
ron of the 1st dragoons and by portions of the Arkansas 
and Indiana troops, imder Lieutenant-Colonel Roane and 
'Major Gorman, now approached the base of the mountain, 
holding in check the right flank of the enemy, upon whose 
masses, crowded in the narrow gorges and ravines, our 
artillery was doing fearful execution. 
' The position of that portion of the Mexican army 
which had gained our rear was now very critical, and it 
seemed doubtflil whether it could regain the main body. 
At this moment I received from General Santa Anna a 
message by a staff officer, desiring to know what I 
wanted? I immediately despatched Brigadier-General 
Wool to the Mexican genersd-in-chief, and sent orders 
to cease firing. Upon reaching the Mexican lines Ge- 
iieral Wool could not cause the enemy to cease their fire, 
wd ^K^Qordmgly returned without harving an interview. 
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The extreme li^t of the enemy contimied its rdineat 
along the base of the mountstin, and finaUj, in spite of 
'mD our efforts, efiected a janction with the remamd^r 
©f the army. 

During die day, th€ cavalry of Gerieial Mition had 
ascended the derated plain above Saltiilo, and occupied 
the road from the city to the field of baltie, ^^ere they 
intercepted several of our men. Approaching^ the town, 
they were fired upon by Captain Webster from the re- 
doubt occupied by his company, and then moved oft 
towards the eastern side of the valley, and obliqudj 
1»wards Buetia Vista. At this time. Captain Shover 
ueioved rapidly forward with his piece, supported by a 
naiscellaneoUs command of mounted volunteers, znd 
iired several shots at the cavalry with great eflfect: They 
-were driven into the ravines which lead to thejower 
■valley, closely pursued by Captain Shover, who was 
Arther supported by a piece of Captain Webster's bat* 
tery, mider Lieutenant Donaldson, which bad advanced 
from the redoubt, supported by Captain Wheeler's c6m- 
.pany of Illinois volunteers. The enemy made one or two 
■efiorts to charge the artillery, but was finally driven back 
in a eonfiised mass, and did not again appear upon the 
plain. 

In the mean time, the firing had partially leased upon 
tiiie principal field. The enemy seemed to confinte l^is 
efforts to die protectioiii of his artillery, and I had left 
the plateau jfbr a moment, when I was recalled thither by 
fei very heavy musketry firfe. On regaining that position, 
I discovered that our infan^ (Illinois -an^Sd Eentufiky) 
had engaged a greatly superior force of the enemy--evi* 
dently his reserve — md that they had been overwhelmed 
by numbers* The moment was most ciitical. Ca{yt£kift 
O'Bnen, with two pieces, had suiE^imd this hewy ch^iif$ 



to the last, and was finally obliged to leave his guns on 
tiie field — his infantry support being entirely routed. 
Captain Bragg, who had just arrived from the left, was. 
ordered at once^ into battery. Without any infantry, 
to support him, and at the imminent risk of losing his 
guns, this ofiicer came rapidly into action, the Mexican 
Une being but a few yards from the muzzle of his 
pieces. The first discharge of canister caused the enemy 
to hesitate, the second and third drove him back in dis- 
order, and saved the day. The 2d Kentucky regiment, 
which had advanced beyond supporting distance in this 
afiair, was driven back and closely pressed by the ene-, 
jpay's cavalry. Taking a ravine which led in the direc- 
tion of Captain Washington's battery, their pursuers 
became exposed to his fire, which soon checked and 
drove them back with loss. In the mean time the rest 
of our artillery had taken position on the plateau, covered 
by the Mississippi and 3d Indiana regiments, the forager 
of which had reached the ground in tim^ to pour a fire 
into the right flank of the enemy, and thus contribute to 
bis repulse. In this last conflict we had the misfortune 
to sustain a very heavy loss. Colonel Hardin, 1 st Illinois, 
and Colonel McKee and Lieutenant-Colonel Clay, 2d 
Kentucky regiment, fell at this time while gallantly lead- 
ing their commands. 

No farther attempt was made by the enemy to force 
our position, and the approach of night gave an oppor- 
tunity to pay proper attention to the wounded, and alsq 
to refresh the soldiers, who had been exhausted by inces- 
sant watchfulness and combat. ' Though the night was 
eeverely cqld, the troops were compelled for the most to 
bivouac without fires, expecting that morning would 
^enew the conflict. During the night the wounded were 
les^oved toSaltillo, and every preparation made to receive 
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the enemy, should he again attack our position. Seven 
freibh companies were drawn from the town, and Briga* 
dier-General Marshall, with a reinforcement of Kentucky 
cavalry and four heavy guns, under Captain Prentiss, 1st 
artillery, was near at hand, when it was discovered that 
the enemy had abandoned his position during the night. 
Our scouts soon ascertained that he had fallen back upon 
Agua Nueva. The great disparity of numbers, and the 
exhaustion of our troops, rendered it inexpedient and 
hazardous to attempt pursuit. A staff officer was des- 
patched to General Santa Anna to negotiate an exchange 
of prisoners, which was satisfactorily completed on the 
following day. Our own dead were collected and 
buried, and the Mexican wounded, of which a large 
number had been left upon the field, were removed to 
Saltillo, and rendered as comfortable as circumstances 
would permit. 

On the evening of the 26th, a close reconnoissance 
was made of the enemy's position, which was found to 
be occupied only by a small body of cavalry, the infan*^ 
try and artillery having retreated in the direction of San 
Luis Potosi. On the 27th, our troops resumed their 
forager camp at Agua Nueva, the enemy's rear-guard 
evacuating the place as we approached, leaving a con- 
siderable number of wounded. It was my purpose to 
beat up his quarters at Encamacion early the next mora- 
ing, but upon examination, the weak condition of the 
cavalry horses rendered it unadvisable to attempt so lohg 
a march without water. A command was finally dis- 
patched to Encamacion, on the 1st of March, under 
Colonel Belknap. Some two hundred wounded, and 
about sixty Mexican soldiers were found therej the armj 
having passed oh in Hit direction of Matehuala, witli 
greatly reduced numbers, and suflfering much 6oai 
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htttigtr. 'the dead iaiid dying were strewed u^otifhe^ 
road and crowded^ buildings of the hacienda. 

The American force engaged in the action of Buena* 
Vista is shown, by the accompanying field report, -to have 
been 334 officers, and 4425 men, exclusive of the stpall* 
command left in and near Saltillo. Of this number, two 
squadrons of cavalry and three batteries of light artillery/ 
making not more than 453 men, composed the only forced 
of regular troops. The strength of the Mexican army 
IS stated by General Santa Anna, in his summons, to be 
20,000 ; and that estimate is confirmed by all the in* 
formation since obtained. Our Idss is 267 killed, 45^ 
wounded, and 23 missing. Of the numerous wounded/ 
many did not require removal to the hospital, and it is^ 
hoped that a comparatively small number will be perma* 
nently disabled. The Mexican loss in killed and wounded 
may be fairly estimated at 1500, and will probably reach 
200^. At least 500 of their killed were left U[^on thef 
field of battle. We have no means of ai^certaining thi^ 
number of deserters and disperted men firom their ranks,' 
but it is known to be very great. ^ 

• Our loss has been especially severe in officers, twenty-* 
ei^t having been kOled upon the field. We have ton 
lament ihe death of Captain George Lincoln, Assistan£ 
Adjutsmt-General, serving in the staff of General Wool) 
— a young officer of high bearingand approved gallantr^y 
who fell esirly in the action. No loss fallsi more heavily 
upon the army in the field tiian that of Cbldiiels Harditr 
and McKee, and Lieutenant-Colonel Clay. Possessing: 
in a remarkable degree the cc^fidence of their commands, 
and llie last two having enjoyed the advantage of » 
military education, I had looked paiticuiaHy to them fcm 
eoipport in case we xhet the enemy. I need not'say diat 
aeeal' in engaging the enemy) and the c6dt anii 
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stdadfiuA courage y^iHx wUeh they iniEiial^Bied their po* 
sitions during the day, fully realized my ho]$es, and 
caused toe to feel yet mote sensibly their untimely lojas. 

I perform a grateful duty in bringing to the tK>tice of 
tJie govenimcnt the general good conduct of the troops. 
Exposed for successive nights, without fires, to the se- 
verity of the weather, they were ever prompt and cheer-, 
ful in the discharge of every duty ; and finally displayed 
conspicuous steadiness and gallantry in repulsing, at 
great odds, a disciplined foe. While the brilliant success 
achieved by their arms releases me from the painM 
aectes$ity of specifying many cases of bad conduct 
before the enemy, I feel an increased obligation to mea- 
tion particular corps and oi&cete, whose skill, coolness,, 
and gallantry in trying situations, and under a continued 
tod heavy fire, seem to merit particular notice. 
. To Brigadiei>Gerieral Wool my obligations are e»» 
pecially due* The high state of discipUne and instruc- 
tion of several of the voluz^er regiments was attained 
under his command, and to his vigilaiioe and arduous 
service before the action, and his gallantry and activity 
on the field, a large share of our success may justly be 
attributed. During most of the engagement he was in 
immediate comnciaiid of the troops thrown back on our 
left flank. I lieg leave to recommend him to the jEavour- 
able notice of the government. Brigadier^Creneral I«ffie 
(slightly wounded) was active and zealous throughout 
the day, and displayed great coolness and gallantry be* 
fore the enemy. 

The .services of the light artillery, always conq)]cm 
cms, were more than usually Astisguished. Moving 
zapidly over the roughest ground, it was always in aor 
tion at the right place and the right time^ amd its w^ 
directed firedeilt d^uctioain the masses of tbeneaqr* 
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WbUe I recoxamend to particular favour the gallant con- 
dact and valuable services of Major Munroe, chief of 
artillery, and Captains Washington, 4th. artillery, and 
Sherman and Bragg, 3d artillery, commanding batteries, 
I deem it no more than just to meotion all the subaltern 
officers. They were nearly all detached at different 
times, and in every situation, exhibited conspicuous skill 
and gallantry. Captain O'Brien, Lieutenants Brent, 
Whitings and Couch, 4th artillery, and Bryan, Topo- 
graphical Engineers (slightly wounded), were attached 
to Captain Washington's battery. Lieutenants Thomas, 
Keynolds, and French, 3d artillery (severely wounded), 
to that of Captain Sherman ; and Captain Shover and 
Lieutenant Kilburn, 3d artillery, to that of Captain 
Bragg. Captain Shover, in conjunction with Lieutenant 
Donaldson, 1st artillery, rendered gallant axui impoirtant 
service in repulsing the cavalry of General Minon. The 
regular cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel May, with 
which was associated Captain Pike's squadron of Ar- 
kansas horse^ rendered useful service in holding the 
enemy in check and in co^ring the batteries at several 
points. Captain Steen, 1st dragoons, was severely 
wounded early in the day, while gallantly endeavouring, 
with itty authority, to rally the troops which were fall- 
ing to- the rear. 

The Mis^ssippi riflemen, under Colonel Davis, were 
highly conspicQOus for their gallantry and steadiness, and 
saatained tbroi^ghout the engagement the reputation of 
veteran troops. Brought into action against an im-r 
mensely superior force, they maintained themselves for 
a long time unsupported and with heavy loss, and held 
a& important part of the field until reinforced. Colonol 
Davip, though severely wounded, remained in the saddle 
mm t)(e close «f tbe action. His disiiiu^^ished cool<* 
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ness and gallantry at the head of his regiment on this 
day entitle him, to the particular notice of the govern- 
ment.. The 3d Indiana regiment, mnder Colonel Lane, 
and a fragment of the 2d, under Colonel Bowles, were 
associated with . the Mississippi regiment during the 
greater portion of the day, and acquitted themselves 
creditably in repulsing the attempts of the enemy to 
break that portion of our line. The Kentucky cavalry, 
under Colonel Marshall, rendered good service dis- 
mounted, acting as light troops on our left, and 
afterward, with a portion of the Arkansas regiment, in 
meeting and dispersing the column of cavalry at Buena 
Vista. The 1st and 2d Illinois, and the 2d Kentucky 
regiments, served immediately. under my eye, and I bear 
a willing testimony to their excellent conduct throughout 
the day. The spirit and gallantry with which the 1st 
Illinois and 2d Kentucky engaged the enemy in the 
morning, restored confidence to that part of the field, . 
while the list of casualties will show how much these 
three regiments suffered in s^taining the heavy charge 
of the enemy in the afternoon. Captain Conner's 
company of Texas volunteers, attached to the 2d 
Illinois regiment, fought bravely, its captmn being 
wounded and two subalterns killed. Colonel BlsseU, 
the only surviving colonel of these regiments, meritii 
notice for his coolness and bravery on this occasion. 
After the fall of the jSeld-officers of the 1st IBlnote' 
and 2d Kentucky regiments, the command of the 
former devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Wefetherfbrf ; 
that of the latter upon Major Pry. 
. Regimental commanders and othera who herve tent 
dered I'epcirts, speak m general terms of the good coiJh 
duct of their dRcers and men, and have specified tnan^ 
names, but the limits of this report forbid a'reoa|$i(iilatioa 



*fit tfatm here. I ms|y» howeTet, mejitSoii LieotenBOts 
Bucker and Campbell of tb^ dragoons, and Captain Pike, 
Arkansas cavalry, oommaAdiidg squadrons; Lieutenant* 
Colonel Field, Kentucky cavaliy; Lieut«&ant-Colonel 
Roane, Arkansas cayalry, upon whom the comssand de-* 
volved after the fall of Colonel Yell ; Major Bradford 
Captain Sharpe (severely wounded), and Adjutant Grif- 
fith, Mississippi regiment ; Lieutenant-Colonel Hadden, 
2d Indiana regiment, and Lieutenant Robinson, aid*de- 
camp to General Lane ; Lieutenant-Colonel Weatberford, 
1st Illinois regiment; Lieutenant-Colonel Morri^n, Ma- 
jor Trail, and Adjutant Whiteside (severely wounded), 
2d Illinois regiment; and Major Fry, 2d Kentucky regi- 
ment, as being favourably noticed for gallantry and good 
conduct. Major McCuUoch, quartern^aster in the volun- 
.teer service, rendered important services before the en- 
gagement, in the command of a spy company, and during 
the affair was associated with the regular cavalry. To 
Major Warren, 1st Illinois volunteers, I feel much in- 
debted for his firm and ju^ious course, while exercisii^ 
.command in the city of S*tilIo. 

The medical staff, under the able direction of Assist- 
ant-Surgeon Hitchcock, were assiduous in attention to 
.the wounded upon the field, and in their careful removal 
to the rear. Both in these respects, and in the subse- 
quent organization and service of the hosf)itals„ the ^d- 
.jxxinistration of this department was everything that could 
be wished. 

^ Brigadier-General Wool speaks in high terms of the 
officers of his staff, and I take pleasure in mentioning them 
.here, having witnessed their activity and aeal upon the 
.field. Lieutenant and Aid-de-camp McDowell, Colonel 
Churchill, inspector-general. Captain Chapman, aasist- 
.ant quartermaster, Lieutenant Sitgreaves, Topographical * 
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Eagmeei^ and Captains Howard and Davis^ Tokmtedr 
service, are coQBpicuously noticed by the general for 
their gallantly and good conduct. Messrs. Mardi, 
Addicks, Potts, Harrison, Burgess, and Dusenbery, 
-attached in tarious capacities to General Wool's head- 
quarters, are likewise mentioned for their intelligent 
alacrity in conveying orders to all parts of the field. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to speak of my own staflj 
to whose exertions in rallying troops and communicating 
orders I feel greatly indebted. Major Bliss, assistant 
adjutant-general. Captain J. H. Eaton, and Lieutenant 
R. S. Gamett, aids-de-camp, served near my person, 
and were prompt and zealous in the discharge of every 
duty. Major Munroe, beside rendering valuable service 
as chief of artillery, was active and instrumental, as^ 
were also Colonels Churchill and Belknap, inspectors- 
general, in rallying troops and disposing them for the 
defence of the train and baggage. Colonel Whiting, 
quartermaster- general, and Captain Eaton, chief of the 
subsistence department, wer^ engaged with the duties 
of their departments and also served in my immediate 
fitaff on the field. Captain Sibley, assistant (quarter- 
master, was necessarily left with the head-quarter camp 
near town, where his services were highly useful. Ma- 
jor Mansfield and Lieutenant Benham, Engineers, and 
Captain Linnard and Lieutenants Pope and Franklin, 
topographical Erigmeers, were employed before and du- 
ring the engagement in making reconnoissanees, and on 
the field were very active in bringing information and in 
conveying my orders to distant points. Lieutenant 
Kingsbury, in addition to his proper duties as ordnance 
officer, Captain Chilton, assistant quartermaster, and 
Majors Dix and Coffee, served also as extra aid^dfr- 
camp, and were actively employed in the transmission 
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of orders. Mr. Thomas L, Critten^tt) of l^e&tucky, 
though not in service, volunteered as my aid-de-^camp 
xm this occasion, and served "widi credit m that cs^aclty. 
Major Craig, chief of ordnance, and Surgeon Craig, 
medical director, had been detached on duty from head- 
quarters, and did not reach the ground until the momii^ 
of the 24th — too late to participate in the action, but in 
tin^e to render useful services in their respective depW- 
ments of the staff 

I respectfully enclose returns of the troops engaged, 
and of casualties incident to the battle. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Z. TAYLOR, 
MajoT' General U. S. A. Commanding. 
The Adjutant Genbral of the Army, j 

Washington, D. C. ) 

The following are the summons of Santa Anna an<) 

General Taylor's answer. The latter has been greatly 

admired for its modesty and strict propriety. There, is 

^ no bravado — nothing like theatrical flourish about the 

^ general. 

[Translation.1 

Summons of General Santa Anna to General Taylor. 
You are surrounded by 20,000 men, and cannot, 
in any human probability, avoid suffering a rout, and 
being cut to pieces with your troops ; but as you de- 
serve consideration and particular esteem, I wish to save 
yoii from a catastrophe, and for that purpose give you 
this notice, in order that you may surrender at discre 
lion, under the assurance that you will be treated with the 
consideration belonging to the Mexican character, to 
which end you will be granted an hour's time to make , 
up your mind, to commence from the moment when my* 
flag of truce arrives in your camp. 
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With this yieyri I assure you of my parficuIariCDnside- 
ration. 

God axid Liberty. Camp at Encantadar, Februaiy 
22, 1847. 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

To Gen. Z. Taylor, j 

Conmunding the forces of the U. S. j 

Head-Quartxks Armt of Occupation, i 
Near Buena VistOj February 22, 1847. j 

i. Sib : In reply to your note of this date, summoning 

me to surrender my forces at discretion, I b^ leave to 

say that , I decline acceding to your request 

With high respect, I am, sir, 

... Your obedient servant, 

< Z. TAYLOR, 

Major^General U, S. Atfnyy Commanding. 

Cenor €^n^ D. Antonio Lopez Dx Santa Anna, \ 
Commander-in-Chief, La Encantada. ) 

The following description of the battle of Buena 
Vista, is from the pen of a gentleman who was present 
and shared in the dangers and labours of this tremen 
dous encounter. Its details of personal matters will 
serve to ffll up the general outline of the official account 

Camp at Bubna Vista, >J 
FebruanJ 24, 1847. ) 

Messrs. Editors: — On the morning of the 22d, intel- 
ligence reached General Taylor, at his camp on the hill 
overlooking Saltillo from the south, that Santa Anna, 
whose presence in our vicinity had been reported for 
several days, was advancing upon our main body, 
stationed near the rancho Sancho Juan de Buena Vista* 
^ about seven miles from Saltillo. The general imme- 
diately moved forward with May's squadroo of dragoons. 
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ilermfllfs^ aM brngg's* bhttwM ^ Inrtybrjr; aaS te 
MifasMippi i«gimeif t of rij9emei3l> imder Cdtinel Bimf wM 
inivcd at the poattidi whieb he hftd telerted for awatthg 
ike tttUok of the ^eileaiy^ about de vbd o'doek. The 4kat 
lad the idate^ the hour and the aHai> leeitledtoivoimie a 
'glerioils oBlebr&tion of die day. It 'wtm the 39i 6{ 
Fisbniary) the amiivereary of that day on wUdi tiw Cttid 
of batthb gave to fl-eedom its aoUest chaiDi»on^ to pa- 
tiiotiim ile plirtetiskMkI) to America a pieeenrer^ and to 
tte wdrM the nearest ^eabsation of human p^ffeotbil--^ 
t^ paoegyric sinks before the name of Wadiingtoo. 

The monnng if as bright and beantifoL Not a dood 
floated athwart the firmament or dimmed the aa»»€ of 
Ab sky ; and the flood of golden radiance whidi giUad 
. the caotmtain t(^ and poured over the valleys^ wroi^t 
Kght ind dnde into a thousand fantastic forms* At saft 
breetse &Wept dbym from the moni^ns, rdling i«to 
graeefiil uiMhilation the banner of the republic, wfaidi 
vms proudly streaming from the flag-staff of the ibrt^ 
and frotn tl^ towers and battianents of Saltalb. The 
omfens wiere all in our ftfvour* ' 

In the dx>ice of his poatimi^ General Taykw hadjexhi- 

bited the same comprehensive sagadty and masfarly ceif> 

^'cril whkh charaoterifled his dispositions at Besaoa de la 

Palma^ and which crowned triumphantly all his operatidas 

amid the blazia^ lines of Monterey. The OEKNuitains 

rise on dther side of an irregular and broken valley, 

about Hiree miles in widtib, dotted over with hills and 

ridges, and scarred with broad and winding nrvines. 

Tbe main road lies along the course of an arroyo, the 

bed of which is now so deep as to form an almost impasa- 

abk barrier, while the other s»]e is bounded by predpi- 

toas elevations, stratcfakig perpendicularly towards die 

mountains, ^ and separated by broad gulfies, until they 
11 
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Hkm jigiit*af i3i» Mntomett pomt of the rmimtj^M liii- 
iH^m' ef fli^ lit Ilkito vtffiatnk, uftder Limtlnm%r 
QAmkV WMtheHiotd, wan statkned as H imiiUitieMli 
lestendii^ lb teRatural ntM, wUk^on ihe e|9<lnlB 
Ibei^jbl, 4iift nain body <if diia n^iim^ tmdtr Catorf 
.iSMib ifeufoated, "with ^ nogle piece: of artiUcffjrinMli 
•Caprtfeiiii Wariibgtoii^B baMery. Tto pvit of Jiatiaiiir on 
rtfij^vctmne ng^itwaft aaslgDed to Bragg^ aartilkffjr, ]i)b 
J eftiajujl ai N ied Iqr the fid regimeBtjDf Kentvdk^ hot, tiiritir 
Colonal McKea, ike left flamk of whieh reateid upon tte 
^Hiraiyo. WasUbigtoi's battery ocenpied a pa w t i ott im- 
^^oiovKalefy ki frant of the narrow point of tfae toadMyi lb 
Ffear of ^Uch) and somewbat tio the feft, on another 
Tleigbt^ tlie 3d Ilfinois regiment, tinder CUonel Biaad, 
.Mis. posted. liext on tiie Mtj the IhdknR brigade 
^^ilader £leiieral Lane was deployed, )9^ilt on the extreme 
f left the Kentucky cavaby, under Cekmd Mavsfaell, 
^Meupitt] o poshion difvtitly under the frowidi^ eeranits 
i^theoiioluitaitte. The ihKPO sifoadions of tiielst^fl Qd 
dragoons, and the Arkansas earalry, undler Coienel-YeH, 
*'fl«fKipdBted'm the rear, ready for any service wUob the 
<«eorigencsn of the day might require. 

These dispositions bad been mode for some tune, whta 
^'Ibe enemy >vas seen advancing in the di^tanoe^ uid tile 
> ekmds of dust which rolled up befof« him^ gave aatSsfiie- 
,tory evideooe tiiat his numbers urere not unworthy the 
! trial of strength upon which we were about to ^entfer. 
.'He amved upon his posittoo i» imnwnse nhuttbers^ ^Mi 
"iletb force sufficiently numerous to have commenced 'Us 
-oitadB at once, had he been as confident of socoess^as it 
-stAaequently appeared he ^wits sdicitdus for our Saftty. 
'■ The fisst evidence directly a0brded us of the pre8enee>of 
-^Sdnta Anna was a wUte flag, whidi ^ns dhnly seen 



iAtl ^mkkm oibamioim^ bmnuda i|pl Chriatiai) cbasityi^ 
It «•• ft JiHiriTe iwR ^<a .Awfi> iwcgMifl by. CMisidi> 
tnntiQiHi Ibr our perqcwml oomfort^ wki!^ Im ^pboediui^ 
mder laiti^g obfigatkuMy propovoc to Gjwmf 1 Tii^kv? 
fonns 9f imooadilkMial twrreiider) proouauBC 8^ t|ie9t* 
p«Bl ; imurkig us lus fpree aiaounled to up^vacdfi ot 
80#000 men, that our dtfefkt was ki^vitaUe^ and that, ta 
spare the effusioii pf iik)od> Us.propoolioo should 1^ 
oiiaplM vkli* Stnuige ta say, the AiKierieaa |p8?ieral 
Aiomtd tbe graatett ingratitude, eviaoed no appireciatioii 
wluitorer of Santa Anna'a kindiie«i, and infonn^ bim thf^t 
wbetter his foroe aoMHinted to 20fiO0 or 50,000, it wan 
eqnatty a matter of indifference ; the terms of indjuatmnKt 
mosl bfc arranged b^ gunpowder. 
' The messenger returned to his emplcytr, aqd \v# 
wfltched in aiknc^ to hear the. roar of his artillery. 
Houft roQed by without any novei^ent cm his part ; and 
,ifc appesered that the Mexican -conanaijukff, jgiieved at our 
IrfubbomlMsss, was ahnost diQK>sed to re^e his st^pi^ 
9m if datennined to have no fiifthcflr intercourse with such 
ungrateful audacity.. At length he unuteied resolution 
to open a fire from a mortar, throwii^ several shells, into 
pur eampy without execution. While this was going on, 
^aptai& Steen, of the Ist dii^ons,' with ja single maiki^ 
started tpward a bill, on which the Mexican general 
seemed to be statk>ned with his stafi^ but before he 
completed tbe ascent the party vanished, and when i^ 
feeached tbe top h^ discoveied that two regiments had 
ttiiowa themselves into stinaras to resist the ohai^ 
The csptain's gravky was overcome by this qfposition, 
ond he vattuened. 
Just bdbre dark, a number of Santa Anna's, in&i^ry 
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had succeeded in getting a posilaon hiria lip tile maimf^ 
dans on our I«ft, from "whleh they eodEd drake aubMr 
without exporiiig tteiiraelvea 16 mudi danger, rind' at ^if 
distance of three iNmdi^ yards opened a aMtttrMeili 
dbiis fire upon €olond MafshaU's regiment. This wa$ 
fetinmed by two of lui companies, which weie ditkninmt^ 
ed and deCaclied for the purpose, as soon as they eould 
arrire within a neigfabmirly range. The ridrmishtiig 
bontinued tiU lAer dark, with no result to us,* sat« the 
bounding of ftree men very riigl^y. 
^ During the niglit, a Meitiean prisoiM^r wa» taUra, wiM> 
reported Santa Anna's force as consisting of fifteen pieces 
of artiDery, including some 24-pounder8, 800O eandify^ 
and 15,000 infantry— thus confirming the statemebt of 
his superior. The firing on our extreme left, indncli' 
ceased soon after sunset on the S2d, was renewed oft the 
morning of the 3Sd, at an early hour. This was also 
accompanied by quick discharges of artillery fifom liie 
same quarter, the Meidcans having established diiriii^ 
the ni^t a tw:eIve*pounder on a point at the base of tiia 
mountain, whidi commanded any position whiohr eoultl 
be taken by us. To counteract the effect of tUs piece, 
Lieutenant O'Brien, 4th aitiUery, was detached with 
Ihree pieces of Washington's battery, having with him 
iiieutenant Bryan, of the topograpoical engineers, who, 
having planted a few shells in the midst of the enemy'^ 
gunners, for the time ei^tually silenced his fire. 

From the movements soon perceptible aloiig the left 
of our line, it became evident iftat the enemy w«es 
attemptii^ to turn that flank, and for that purpose hid 
-concentrated a large body of cavahy and^iidantry <m Mi 
right. The base of the moumtain around vAtiA these 
troops were wending their way, seemed girdled wiA(*i 
belt of steel, as their glittering sabres and poKshed huces 



lUM tftck feg beima of llie miniMig mm« Sh«nDi»'A 
and Bt^gg's batteries ibvonb imnMdii^ljr orii^ired to tlMt 
bft; €«lan^ fittscll's ragiifteiii •ecttpied a' position be»' 
tween tl»nii, while Colonel M(£)ee's Kentttckianw Ti^er e^ 
tnnsfernsd from the right of our line^ so w to hM 9n 
pfosition near the oeotre. 

The . 2d Indiana regmeo/t, under Colonel Bowtes^ 
wtm. {daosdon^our extresoe 1^, itoarly perpoidicidar to^ 
die dke^ion of our fine, so as to offfrn^ by a divecfc 
ftDCfihe flank woveinnit of the enemy. These disposi^ 
tieiMi having been promptly effeeted, the artille(*y of tootle 
armpes.dpeiied their fires^ andsimultanei^usly the MexieiMi^ 
iilfonlry commenced a rapid and extended discbar^ !ipp# 
o«r Mne, jCromthe kft to MeKee's regiment. Ovat artUr 
lory belched forth its s thunders vath tremendous eSecV 
i^i^.the Kentuddans returned the fire of the Mexican 
infrntry with great steadiness and suceess; their £eUi 
offioerSy McKee, Clay^and Fry, passing along their hnec 
animating and enconraging tinmen by preoept mtid ex**: 
ample. 

The 3d Illinois regkaent also reoeiYed the ^iei;^'t 
filer with great fineness, and returned an ample eqiui^K 
Ieot«^ While this fii^rce conflict was going oin, the maiiiiii 
body of Cobnel Ibrdin's r^immit moved to the rif^ 
of the K^tucldans, and the representatives jo£. e»ch slate 
•aeoMMi to vie. with each otiber in thehmioundrfe amtMioi) 
of doing the best sarvieefor their comitlry. Both regif. 
msite gaHantly'Sustnined th^ poniDpns, and vfFon wiftdr: 
iagf Jbmrels. The ^el^rans i^ AuslerlitZL ^oidd not himr 
mdiihited aaom eouniget, ooolneas^ and devotion. > 

'*in the. mean time the enemy's cavsdbry had \mm 
sleaMufy ^msaing its way along the mmintmny. aa^l 
thmigjh msTiml&hxy hftd. wrought gfeat hawe among its 
numhem, the fading squadioas bad passed .the atrtmie 
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poiMi ol dangM", wmt ytm aknost m poritiob lb ttMaok 
Mi rear. AH this endni moment * , , * * ' * 

• * ^ Several «ftMis ^ Gttieni Tayloi^ 
fltaff ifluftediatefy daabod off, to arvesi, if poniblO) tbe 
yetipealliig veginiieBt * * Major Diz, of te 
pay department, formerly of the 7th igfe a Cfy, * * 
ak<i aeixing tiie oolotiiv <>f die regimeiit^ appeakd to the 
men to ktiov whettier tbet fa«d (ketenoiped to desaft 
tfiem. He waa^ttaw^ted by tlvee dieers, showings thai 

* * * Ihay were not maiibdfid of on act of 
Artbgdidied gaBaiitqr on the part of another. A por 
tbn of tiie regiment immedtatriy rallied airoimd faun, and 
una refbrmedby.tfae officers. Dix, in pernin, then led 
them tonrards the enemy, vfiAfl one of the men toIub- 
leered to take flie flag. The party returned to the field« 

♦ • • • • While the day, however, 
Iky this disgraeeliil panie, waM fast g^ing against us, the 
artillery was adranoed, its front extended, and diiferent 
sections and pieces under Shensan, Bragg, O'Brien, 
Thomas, Reynolds, Kilbtim, French, and Bryan, were 
wojrtdmg snch cnms^ in the ranks of die enismy as to 
make his colmnns roU to and fro like ships upon the 
kfllowsi His triumph at the Indiana retfeat was but m 
moittent, and his shoots of joy were soon fi>Qowed hf 
gfoans of anguish, and shrieks of expmng hundit(b. 

Wasbmgton's battery en ikit right had now opened ka 
fiet, and drivefx badt a hu^ party of laneers^ adranonip 
in that directioii« Along die enthre line the balth ragai 
wMi great ftiry. Twenty-one Ihoosand of the wtisH 
of Mexican oppression and the mymudona of Maxicm 
dtaipuliiui wne arrayed against five thdusand Aasarioans, 
•BUt finrth to conquer a peace* The diMiaiges of the 
iafaartiy iDHowed eadi other more rapidly than the soandB 
of the Swiss Wl^tingani in Ae fierce fervour of n^bw/s, 



mountains like tbe thunders df an Alpine stop!|t)« 

The myciaijs nf Mescicaa cav^ky stitt preai^ f«r«|>trd 
CHI (m left, aM t)tftN|tei}ed a ^AuM^e Mp9n tM Missiwippi 
rifl^l). wder Coloael ]Hvi% wtnQ lifwl been ^^t^. ft? 
support tbe locbfna ^^fmfA^ * « * f 
».*•»♦ • * ColondX)ai^ 
iiDB^iatdy tbi«w bia ornmawuHl vo^\» thefimn of « V^ Hir 
c^ieBing t^wardi the <»eojr» and a«i»led bis. ndyafM^ 
On be may^f daiUng with a)l tbe apeed of M^xieaf 
licwues, but when be firrived at that point from wbj|?b 
<)ouU be seen the whites of bis eyes, both lii^ii pPtNMi 
forth a sheet of lead that scattered him like chaff, feUii|| 
many a gallant steed to the earth, and sending scores of 
Hd^la to th^ iletp Ihat knows no ^abteg* 

While &e dispefsed Altacie^ni oavaky wefe fittyingi 
the 3d Indiana regiment, under Calomel Iian«y itraa ^Ar 
deiied to join Colonel Davift, supp<wled by a^cntidem^ 
ble body^of hcnrse* Aboirf tfai^ time^ fteka so^ itiit 
known reas^j^, our wagon tiab displayed its Imlgiib ftbag 
the S%)tiUo roa<i ; aii4 eifi^red a epn^pieitiofil ipilm im 
|be Mescioan kneels, ^vdiieh Aey ae0m«d bot iinv^iBiit 
to $i:^dpnate. Fortunately, Lieutenant tUieI£»r,(¥ritk J 
li^uadrw of tib^ first drs^ona (Captt^ Sieen bsTittir 
been piamoiiiudy wounded and Gaptwii Bustis cdioSii^iA 
to his b#d by illneiB»), w«& prdseiit, aM by order <)f;GiNlt 
eral Taylor da^ed amoi^ them ib am^st bartlliaii^ siDrbei 
dispersing tbem by bi4 <^te9^ M ^fieclu«i^ as Ae |flr 
viomsf %4Bi of the Mississippi rifl^isNn. MiQt V i^fpA/m 
with a squa^on of Arkamsas cavidry, uxtder Giq^tw 
Fik?, and siipported by a single piece ^ artiiBkiy^ HAdto 
liieuteoaiit Reynolds, ]]K)W claimed tbek shaiC^ in tile diif 
Cttssion^ and when the Mexicans h^d afaia aimtHiWfti^ 
they had to encounter another shock from ^ two 
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■qiiaEArons, beisrides ti fierce ire bf^gi^ ffom Hejinollkh^ 
six-pounder. ■ - * ' t 

^Hke Ifuiceiti once me^te i«Mted^ and, d»e€tliig dieir 
eourae towaids the fiUlSIo road, w&t m^ hf tbe flM 
niakider of Ooloiiel YeiP« reghnemt and MardidPsHai* 
tuekians, who drove them towards the moontaks on1h« 
opposite Mde'of the % alley, where, froHn theit app6arane6 
ii4en last visible, it may be j^esumed ^y 'are istiU roiH 
^ nihg'. In this precipitate moveoient, they w^ras etofo^* 
pelted to pass through a rancho, ii^ wbieh mnny &( &tkt 
▼dKant comrades had previously taken reftige, who &oai 
tbib recuie retreat opened quite an effective fire upon 
fliem. 

At this time the Mexican force was mueh divided^ 
$ad the fortuaes of the day were with us. S»)ta 
Ama fiiw the crios, and by craft and cunning sougbt 
to avert it. He sent a white fiag to General Taylor^ 
desiiittg to know ^* what be wanted.'' This was at 
onoe believed to be a mere ru$e to ga»i time ami 
le-ccdiect his men; but the Ammean general thoagM 
^ At to notice it, and General Wool was deputed to meet 
tiie repraieBtative of Santa Anna, and to say to hina 
Iftat we <^ wanted" peace. Before the interview couM 
be had,<the Mexicans themselves re-opened their fires, 
thas adding treachery of the highest order to the other 
barbariaa practices which distinguish their node of 
wa«fia«. The flag, however, had accomplished -tthe 
ends whieb its wily originator designed, for though oar 
troops could have effectually prevented the remainder 
of Us cavalry from joining the ittainbody, it could onl]^ 
have been dcme by a fire, which, while the paijey tasted^ 
would have been an undoubted breach of ftd tb. Although 
a portion of the lancers during this interim had r«>galifWl 
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befaku). Upfn tkese the litifaAliy opened « Mdc ike^^ 
MtkUeiBeyoidds^a itftilleryy heftUtifiiUy served,' faKiM tlie 
jpni|ie atd 0i|oi9ter i^XNn tliein w^ teraUe «ffeQt.; 

"She cnft of Satata Anna h«d leatored Bia.a^ura^s^- 
and irath faift vtuifere«iaeiit of cavaliy he detemiaed t0 
chaf§^ 0VBt hue* tjuder 4ioff^ of thcfir artUefy^ honift 
and: Ibofc adnuGted upon our batteriea' Theaei' from die 
Hmribfww of <nu in&ntty fiMroe, wefe but leeUy supported^ 
yet, by the most brilliant and dating efiorts^ noUy maitiw 
taiiiod their positions. Suob wasi die nfiidity' df tlleir 
tranetlbnsythat.^keni and ih<m»8 teaiood^npoiamed 
wkh ufaiqwity; and upon cavaby and inftntiy ali(% 
vrberBT«r iliey appeared^ they ponied so destirttoUte a 
fire as to silence the enemy's artilkfy, eompA his ndiolo 
line to iaU back, and soon to assume a s<»t of saifffe fioi 
fisvl oaaoyementi indicating anything bat victo^. Again 
om spmis nose. The Mesdcaos appeared tWoeifi^ 
muled, and While their regiments* and divisions .weii^ 
flying befoie us^ nearly all our hg^ troops Mnore ^Mrdes^d 
forward* and followed them ^with a nMWst: deadly i^i 
ming^ wkh shonlis whioh roae above die i^imt of my 
tiUfery* i ' • 

. While ojsr. men^ ^fW^ driven throiii|^ the vavi^^ at 
the extremilies of wkidi a body of Meidoan laneem wi(v$ 
stationed to pounce upem them, like tige^y Sa^ent uid 
WMtipg, of Wasbingtott's batteiy, giyve, them such a 
tonmt ^ gmpe^ as put th^m tK> %ht, ^nd thus ^avod 
Ihe-vQemnsnitaof those brave i<eg}mants which had loi^ 
boi^Bie^.the hotl^t portion of the fight On the oth«r 
flanki vA^ the Mexioana cwie. rufliing on tiba legione 
of Sm^f thi^iurtitt^iy w^s left un^^ip^rted, u^ o^itvvre 
bytheiemmj seemed ii^vitabb. But Br^gg and 13;K>nM 
rose with the ^nmst sm4^iFi<8d even th^ &me thejr wof 
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^ }tmmtty\*vMmSkemmf O^Bmsi, aad Aqmrpporad 
d»sks«>rei mwtHkj of Him iiltiaiice. fieeiy borse isbk 
OQ3iten^'birttieY7''iim8 ktited, aad die ^aaaty had ad 
vanced tt> "vridiio finga of gtnpe, aweepmg alt btfne- 
bim« But hett luft pr^gresB was aftested, apd before 
Ihe riMmers of iioii kafl ^ieh aMaOed btm> sqaadrooB 
aad battaliom fsH like iMfte ia the blarta of mutiiBni. 
He Madeaaa ^ece onee more drivea badkz ivitlt gmat 
loas^ (faougli takiag with Aea^ die (bree pieces of sitiQaiy 
whieh w«« wMiottt hoTsee. 

ia Aid^dUiffe the 1st IlMama regimeat and McKee's 
KeiKaokiiMis tvare fotemo^. The paraait wan too hot; 
«ad as it eViaced too clearly oar defittency aa awahast 
the Mexicaas, with a saddenaess which was ahaost magi^ 
oal) rallied aad returned upoa us. 'I'hey caiae ia myriads, 
and fmt a ^Mle the carnage was dreadful oa both sides. 
We were bat a haadAil to oppose the fHf fa^il masaes 
Whidh were harled upon us, aad could as easily have n^ 
sisted aa aralance (tf thunderbolts. We were driven 
back, aad the Aiy seemed l(»sl b^ond redemption* Yio 
tdry, whieh a motnent before appeared within our grasp, 
i»as silMenly torn from our standard. There was bat 
one hope ; but that proved an anchor sure and stead&st. 

Thm thriee dut^g the day, when aS aeemed lost but 
honoar, did the artillery, by ^e ability wi A which it was 
maaoeuinred) rcXt. back the tide >&( success from the enemy, 
and ^ye such or^wbelming destrudtiveness to its effect 
tint th^ army was sared aad the glory of the American 
arms maintabed. At thifif moaient, however, kt it never 
be Ibrgotteti, that while every effective man was waaled 
<»i Ate SsMf huadreds of vahmteers had- collected ia tiaie 
rtmcho witft the wagon train, <whoiD no eff^rti or eatrea^ 
lies could induce to join fl^eir brethren^ neighboors, aad 
fttends, then in the fart «t^^gg'«» 'ft>f victory. 
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The battle had now raged with variable suooess for 
neftrly ten hours, and by a sort of mutual consent, after 
the last carnage wrought among the Mexicans by the 
artillery, both parties seemed willing to pause upon the 
result. Night fell, and the American general with his 
troops slept upon the battle-ground, prepared, if neces- 
sary, to resiune operations on the morrow. * But ere the 
pun rose again upon the aoene the Mexicans had disap- 
peared, leavii^ behind then ooly the bnaih^ «f their 
dead and dying, whose bones are to whiten their native 
kills, and whose moant of anguMt were to excite in their 
taaoMii flat oampassioo which can ha«t w^ealbmit in 
the hsanms of tirir frienda. 
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, : CHAPTEIR yin. 

Anbcdotes and incidents of the battle' of Buena Vista — ^In- 
iMances df ilidiridual gallantry — ^Notices of distinguished 
• 0iic#ttolifaKiii^tbe ikinr--Sanfta Anna's I)e8patoli. 

>, : ' . ' 

I ' ! 

BC4JQA QCff-FKE'S MABBATIVE. | 

, Iftiooft Gosww^i of ti&e ilmy, fli» beafe^.oF Geineni 
Taylor's despatches — a son of Ibe diafin^uSshed geaeial 
-who fought so bravely on the plains of Chalmette, and 
in various gther battles, by the side of the illustrious 
Jackson, and acted as the aid of General Taylor in the , 
bloody fight at Buena Vista, gives these particulars of 
this hard-fought battle : — 

General Taylor had fallen in love, at first sight,, with 
the position at which he finally made his stand — at Buena 
Vista. His movement towards Agua Nueva was merely ^ 
a rttfe to decoy the enemy into the field which he had 
selected for his battle ground. As soon as McCullougfa's 
men, who wer^ invaluable as scouts, informed him of 
Santa Anna's approaich to Agua Nueva, Greneral Taylor 
quiedy broke up his camp, and feU back to his first love, 
Buena Vista. This position, was admirably chosen. It 
was at the foot of a mountain, or rather of two moun- 
tains, betweei^ which ran the road throu^ a narrow 
valley. On his right there was a deep ravine, which 
protected that flank more effectually than half a dozen 
regiments could have done. The left of Greneral Taylor^s 
line rested oh the base of a mountain. The road in the 
centre was intrenched and defended by a strong battery. 
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d«€p t&vioe^— welt adapted to 1|ie m^dt of i^t^SXt^ 
•aited to our t«hinte«n, and bj its pecidiartties aapply*^ 
iiig the (MsadtMitage of a grcffitt mfMbrity of iiinnbe(rs.'' 

Oft^ the 21^ the enemy were descried approaddng 
OT^rtbe distaafhiltsrv At then* appearance the volanteera 
raised a great shout, and gaVe three tremendous cheeilil. 
Their<engineersandpfli^rS were seen iSying' over the 
fidldj'and dragging their cannon about to get them inti> 
fmtiont but the nature of the ground did not favour 
tfae undertakingi aftd it was late in the Aiy before the 
big gtms began to open. 

The eaemy had with them thirt^two cannon^ 
mostly of large calibre. Thcrir fire, tboi^h kept up 
9«ry briskly, and apparently ^»t\l UHUUiedy did do liftk 
execution in our nanks that it was not eonridered neces^ 
aary to return their fire. Our cannon w^re thereibi^ 
aileot the whole of the 21st. iSght or ten UHed and 
wounded was the extent of the <»isuakies. sustained' by 
our ttrmy on the 2l8t« During the dtfy an officer 
approached our lines with a flag of truce, and reqMsted 
to be shown to GeQeral Taylor. The brave old man 
was sitting quietly on his white charger, with his leg 
0ver the pommel of the saddle, watching the movements 
of the enemy, ^en the Mexican officer was presented. 
In a very courteous and gracefhl manner the o0ic^ 
stated that " he bad been sent by his excellency Grenera! 
Santa Anna to his excellency General Taylor, to inquire,* 
m the most respigctful manner, what he ((Jeneral 
Taylof) was waiting for f ' Froito the silence of 
Gteraral Taykr's batteHes, and the quiet manner ill 
which he received Santa Anna's terrific cannonading, 
the Me?dean supposed he vras addng a very proper 
question ; to which however, old Rough and Ready gave 
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Urn vmt vmlkammt^ 4h»* '^ 1» v«i «djr mmlmig. tot 

Qmumi $a«iU Aofta to niMider." T^ MescMii 
T9txatmi hm^ iaik&ms* , Tlus meMige proved to 
be a fu^ tc» aaettt liM «h«re Getterd Taylor's poiitton 
wi% ^ after th9 witiini af ^ Mesicaft affieer ta his 
Mra fiudi0> tte wbde Maliom battary seemed lo opea 
^poot Gonial Tajrlof 'a poiitiaDi and the baib flew aver 
and about Um like beiL Utterly iadiffer^t to the 
perils of his situatM«^ these sat the old chief on hit 
eoBspacMoiis «wbilB harae> peeriag through his spf^<f^mm 
at the long liaes 0f Mewtus toops that oouU be sem 
at a great distance, on the march. The peiauaaoa o£ 
lus aids could aot induce him to abandon his farourite 
pmnt of observfitioBi nor to giye up his old white horse* 
To the Ai^igiestioas of his staff that '' cdd whitey" was 
rather too oonspicuous a charger for the conBiaader^ ha 
repliedi that ^' the oM fetfew had ndssed the ihnr .aft 
Monfei^y, on account of a sore foot, and he was 
ddtekmiUBd he should have his share tUs tine*'' 

All the oflkers oa our side, in this hard-*foug^hatdBf 
distiaguisbed themsielves. The detaib of the baida wm 
aocygded to G^eral Woed, who aaUy justifiedtfae^colift^ 
daace^ of his eomiBander and brother veteran^ fay die 
nK»t aetive» zealous, efficient* •atnd gaUsttt odndnot^ 
Throughout the whole action he waa^oiistanlly aogagad 
in thie. di^sitioa of our fcHrce^ and m rsttying them te 
the oBStt« It was a miracle he escaped the thadc^ftying 
balls which thinned the ranks he was oaiisballiaff^ Th«e 
Was but one complaint made against htm, nasi that rwaa 
that he exposed himself too mudi* Brigad^r-Oananil 
I^ane also showed bknaell to be a briwie.a*»d oa^Un 
offioar- Akhouji^ wounded early hi (he aelic^he imf/t 
his hofse until it^JdMiedy and never for a aaomaiit Mt Ins 
post* 
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anweU as their «im flM»« Tii9f«w«N^ltfHl9lvfi;,jt>utfew 
itf^ out oMut Ifrand od Hie filiU -^ound^d,. TNk ^rf^ ta 

4Bdl»"^ the oraaldly tmaertMits fa»w^ kiflt4 ^»^ ^m 
whom they overtook, woondad Mid.^e|plM4^oi^th$,4^f|i 
With like turpitude and treacbery, they left their dead 
imbaried and th^ir wouftded unecired dbr» on the field 
vphtoe Ih^ Ml* Tbtilatli^r .^fse cacriad to SaltiUa ia 
Mr^Qwji imgowii, tfaii^£»f0i^ w«re hucied by the alcald^i 

. A. Skatebor-oC affleen w^ire titken prvmers, 9^4 !^ ^' 
dbwg# yaa*eflSi^ted» l^y *vrhieh alt our nto in their handf 
ne kmndk Cami^a Mi* €)»; 'a^pa,rty «e ^po/^r^ilpqd 
ftir b» ki thf^city 4if Meixic^ 
Aimtag tiM^JdlM and vroHoded of the JAexioaiui an; 
Ikmi geocmJ OfJ^oevs,; and twenty ^looela aqd, covi^ 
wAtdtm^ ImiMwm. Gf&m^ Miaon, it appentp^ haa 
4mt m yet rmdizidi the briUiaiit car^r of which he ciof^ 
% wtoi^d 'hid 0^«re of Majcyr Boriami an earnest. He 
^wa^'ordekted by Santa Anna to attack aod ciMrry SaltiUp 
4miag the eog^ge^^n^t at Suena Yista^ With this oh- 
just .'be made a daoKm^tratioa i^gainst* the . toiyn- with 
•:2000 Gavalry. Lieutenant Shover^i with sixty men and 
.two asaall pieces of artilkt^y, went outtomjeet (he valiant 
rgmenlymni at one diachargf of bi» cannoa sent bii^ 
mui bis large fisirce to tha. right-about in doub}e qmk 



: lar Qoneludiag'Qttr iie^asai% in^perj^t sketch of t^ 
ffiiw details <>f tb^ brilliaot deeds oi American valour pec- 
Jhrawrf al. Btttoa Yifi^-^etaiJs: gathered, froip a b^sty 
donTmniti0n**-we m^ust be allowed to expr^ our sKitis- 
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Action tbflitf ll^t tte ittdd^tioBg ins lR«e ib crfdfi- 
teitly and lo fiiequmtly expteuti of the iMAvbiy kiai 
eflkiency of our yolunteers, hdre been moM thm nenl^ 
iSsM. Let thoo^ ^rbo have heretofore iMide our dtiBeii 
MSkM the tll^eine of their ribaldry and liAouk, be for 
iirer hiished into silence by dte unparalleled galkntiy 
and glorynftieh haive coneeeratod in Anevican historf 
the bloody field of Buena Yigta» 

TH£ KBNTUOnr RBQiMENT. 

^ At a very crftical pobt pfliie battle on the SSd, whte 
It became necessary to sustain oneof our eolumnSyDrfdeli 
^ivas sta^ering under a chai^ made by the Meiicaaii a 
bvertdielming numbers. General Taylor despatehed Mr. 
tMttenden to ordef Colonel McKee, of the Sd Kmk* 
tucky regbnent, to brhig his men into immediirtie adkin. 
Mr. Crittenden found liie regiment, rmtk and offioei% 
eager fbr the ftay, delivered the o^der and- rode back 
io the' general, by whose side it was his duty to keef^ 
The'^Kentuckians moved ferward in gallant style, M'hy 
micICee and Clay, both of. whom, alas ! fril in a sabae* 
quent' part of the day. It so happened that bdbfe 
reaching a position from whkih they could deUver m 
effective fire, the raiment had to cross a taltey whiek 
'was broken up by ravines and maises of stone. Whilat 
crossing this valley the heads only of the men could be 
seen from the point which Greneral Taylor and Mr. 
'Crittenden occupied — ^and these were bcribbingnp and 
down and crosswise in such confusion as to impress both 
with the idea that the regiment had fallen into disorder, 
^he Moticans were annoying them at the same aooaieat 
l>y a fire, which helped to confirm the opinioii of the 
genersd that the Eentucktans were thrown inio jBsniay. 
It was one , of those dedsive etises which ooour ^in 










TajAt^ iivho^ «0 before 'sfti^ emM^bify «# 
ttiQ^eMb ^ tlie ttfoops, «id nUted'bjrllicibdttoteBiafc 
^gefltiiig acvote guSies am) going artJt^ rDcfetimidl^Ey^ai' 
obstnictioiis kitolhebeUef tlatlhejrirettfaboutMA^ 
turned. to Mr* Cottdad^ii^mO'itarHMkivdEMHiiJ^ 
a countenance indiedtihg deep in6itBfictflion**-^fortbe^ 
jfeeml laaKintttckian too — ead an eff efiento irittLeouMlbn, 
e«Kclaidied, '< Afr. CrittaHdei^ thia rvnlif libtr Aof^t^- & 
not the way for Keoftuddaiu to bebvre tfadtaiieli^irbAl 
called upon to make a good battle — it will not answer, 
sir : ^' and with this he'clenfehed ii^ hantdtr, and knit his brow, 
4VkI' s^ his leetik hatd togAen ' Mr^<hi!(0mti^Mx) 
"WuT nfiastalcw by &e stane iadiBiiltons '. HUt daatiwed'^ 
geo^ai, emM\ scarcely »Biiice a ttpfyfrftm vttrj cfaagiia 
aed shame. la a ^ inovgeiitslhMreier, the iOeAtt^ 
4ilas'kad eroMd the uneten phioe^ andiireMae^»4ii- 
eehdfog the skq^e of the vattey, Jihotdihsff to AnsUM, 
and^wkh the fifaft and. regalah step of •vet^rMAip£»^it 
teodred fields. On tbay mofved uatil: th^saadufidite 
crest of the hill, where th^nfet Itha teasDy bafiire: jdte 
Aish bf atitaipoiaiy adyaittage had snb si f ki< > Here 
ithey deliirered thek fises with aoobregidarity and dea% 
•aim tiiet'lhe decimated phabnx of tfemeo g^rrawiatf 
anditfreated prectpiloiialy. ul^tbeKeJitttDkiaBsem^g^ 
dmm the vsti^ thef countehanee of the oU gl»itslal,'Wh0 
was legardiflg them widi tie mtenaest interei^ padila% 
^alaited the biitemeas of its«3q[>ression» A glaw of pndft 
mi{q»faiil^dtJte deepiaarttfiealmn wiiyifiMd ilamnsjle^ 
aiid*^ea!ltosiasoi qui^fied the fiasea^ glattse of hiia 4tfm 
JPatwaid tdiay moved: ttndtr Im mtAisA f^iti^lmfe 
laehaigs became :niore aild m<iae wrought up |» Ihajr 
12 
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mbamtkmy but broke forth vritb {t loud hussssa— -« Ikiirrik 

ihiiiiialf md^tafag* ill' hiifli^ d6 

ii^l gilt it*ib t)i«9»v^^'«^d liter b&r^mF-e3^itfi»tidit vdlei 

• Vli»>|C»«[eii<rid9mrt)»at da^ did tilled dot^'at^itb^iM. 
JThmffmt toUb in tr^viWing^'iAie higbr^^d'tif ghMJr^ 
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Aim t^g t^ iUjlla i->H3ne "wtio wis deakr 'floicind 'Aiy^ 
ior'fc ftfMi Idi' tke^ tbncj^ tridr ^' CKoeg^tloiMi of* thoge 
^■(er^hr during' H^iiiidi he vhac^hykig lak ovdeb^ over 
4itfei'Md--^^mtti8 that «wt a iDan ^the Aiuerlma 
Vaefti 4ridi tiie enoeptieMi of the moieientafj panie of the 
AiMmwih nigini^t, wavered ibr ait instiitit wMIst ihei^ 
tiMi(|iittit tgallingflee and veoeiviiig the vepeated ^hatgni 
wtnbe esHnyi whiah, it is \»st osndour to jay, were eoti»- 
#(}tad>)^h :ipMt iifld 

^ As aft faiBttitice'>0flthe detpevatiiisi ^tii whiib bedl 
$Jpmk ifiaiigfati Ifr^ Orittehdeny vrh& aeted^aa Oen^ 
l!83rhNr^:afd<atriQ/ugboat tbe fight; wihenatbdd whether 
Hljl^iliixiiMai» had taken three pieeea Qf;ordnhnbe fh»m iis, 
aa/fiwia' Amia reported, vepUedin the affihaatlrey/ aad 
lind thU ilie ^uns were not given up till emiry. man at 
Iho^ waa aiwt down, and every heme kSled neartheai'; 
mAi OMMovep, that Jo bearing them oiT, ^e MexinM 
mfkwsd a toaa of some six hundred men. Tbeyinta^ 
4hMtt/i0wHjf between iiue iHikinBatihg guns aiiil burmen, 
^Mtdng to ligain -thenv These gons weae ia part ef 



CSqil»b Wai%gioii's buttery, under the ooaMBMid of 
UetrtOMiit (yBrien. lieutenant O'Bnen w»s woudM 
before hk gUns vere taken, and when reporting lA ^kma 
to General Taylor, vras complhnented fer hitf1>ralr«7^ 
it. was f» fault of his. Captain i;?\ialmigtoa %tti U 
^ther part of the tfeM, and su^taiined himself irfHi great' 
d<M>lness and, intelligence, as did ' Captains Bragg ant 
Shemuin, intfa tbeif rcSspedtive battiirie»— in liU hit ftutt^' 
teen guns, * ' 

It may be proper here to explain the orcunistaiieecr 
opon which a report is founded that Oeneral Taylor had 
sent Santa Anna a flag of tkice during tKe action. It 
occurred that a body of Mexican inftntry, about a tiiou^ 
sand strong, had become detached from Santa Anna's 
army, and were being mowed down with* terrible slauglH 
ter. General Taylor sent Mr. Crittenden witli a flag M 
say to them that if they would surrender he would stop 
killing them. When Mr. Crittenden got atbofngst them, 
he v^as taken by them to Santa Anna with his eyesWnd^ 
iblded. This he remonstrated against without eflfact. 
When he was brought to Santa Anna, he was askerf 
his mission. He told him he had no message IbrHiiiit 
that he was sent to ask a detached ibrbe to surrender, to 
save the effusion of blood/ and as his errand' wais unsue*^ 
cessful, he demanded to be sent back to h^ genera!.' If 
was then that Santa Anna requested him to tell General 
Taylor that if he would surrender he would 'be protected 
and well cared for. Mr. Crittenden replied that he 'had 
po commission to speak with him (Santa Anna) 4pM 
that or any other matter, but it was no use to send anjf 
such' message, as General Taylor never surrendereS.^ ^ 



tfK T4YIX>H AHO ^ GfHEIULS. 

DISTINGUISHED OFFICERS tsudi. J- 'C' .> 

. , A gentleiiiaii writing from the scene of action, wjijEE^ 
iieCmeiipe to the officers of distinction who fel} at jBuena 
y|8ti^;IHi]f .; At $wrise on the 22d of Februaqr, the bat- 
%.lM^piiinr earnest. The Mexicans were drawn oujt in' 
Ijppp^niirf* iMulibers. The> dark columns of infantry ex^ 
ti^k^d «qf &r as the eye could jreach, and the cavali^ 
seemed to cover the whole view with their interminable' 
lin^. At VEitervals, between the infantiy aod cavaJiy, 
4l^' big guns, strongly protected by a large artilleiy^ 
fitrce^^ kept, up an incessant cannonade against our linesj^ 
Tb^ forces were soon in motion. Our artillery was' 
throwB forward to meet them, protected by the volunteers. 
Cts^eilJ Wox^l led the main body in person, and was 
^ffen everywhere rallying and encouraging the volun- 
teers. T|ie two armies were soon engaged in hot cbn- 
.flictr The broken nature of the ground divided the 
ffORCei, so that, instead of one general engagement, the 
regipaents were compelled in a great measure to fight on 
their' own hook. Our officers were always in the ^« 
JfS^fifty leadi^ their troops — hence the cpreat mortalilj 
(^ong them. In this general <<melee,^^ one of ou\ 
•Qudl rq^ents, of 400 men, would be attacked by a 
l^ole Mexican brigade of several thousand. Thus the 
^^entucky infantry was attacked at the foot of a hill, in a 
(jl^ ravine, by an immense fierce of the enemy. 

A kirge number of officers were killed here — among 
j;)!^ was Colonel McKee, who fell badly wounded, and 
fNi^ i^ioiedlfitely despatched by the enemy, who pierced 
binr with their bayot)ets as he lay on the ground. lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Clay was shot through the thigh, ancl 
being unable to walk, was taken up and carried some 
distance by some of bb xoitn^ but owing to the steepness 



ataile MH, the pm Mhtg it terj Mimk iocmjlom, 
md tke ivieiiiy in gmat numbos pressing upon fhoo) ito 
g^liaat Hiutenant'-colond begged' them to leare him 
and take (»re of themselves* F<Hroed to kave him-al 
the field, the last that was aeeD of this ndbk yomtg 
^cer he was lying on his back, fightug with his 0worA 
the eiDHnvt who were stabbing him with their baymietSL; 
The veteran, Captain William S. Willis, of die 'saiab 
ifegiment, at the head of his company, with U^ree stal*^ 
#art sons who fought at his side, was badly wousRied^ 
but still continued the fight, until he was overcome witk 
the loiss of blood. 

In the mean time the Indiana brigade, who wmv 
drawn out and ordered to charge the enemy, were delisted 
with a panic, and displaying some hesitation, Atsisfenit 
Adjutant-General Lincoln rushed to their front, andj 
whilst upbraiding them for their cowardice, was Aol^ 
several balls passing through his body. In justice to 
Hhis brigade, it should be stated that they subsequentfjr 
rallied, and fully redeemed their reputation by^the tdxhA 
gallant and eflfective fighting. 

- ' Colonel Hardin led the IQcnoisians in airety handsbme 
i^le, and die sturdy <« suckers^' fought like KonsI 
Their intrepid colonel fell wounded, and ejqierienced 
the fate of Colonels McKee and Clay, and was Icilled Vf 
flie enemy — not however before he had killed one of iM 
cowardly miscreants wkh a pistol, wfaieh he (bed wliihl 
lying on the ground. 

Colonel Yell led, the foremost man, a chargie of hi^ 
mounted volunteers against a lai^e body of lancets, and 
;ivas killed by a lance, which entered his fl^oulh |u[id tbre 
pfifone side of his &ce. ' ' 

The Mississippians, the heroes of IkContferey, afiser 
doii^ hard service as skirmishers, were ordered into 



mitSf 4iiiYwmg »t ^ same time a most' dealmetii^e fim. 
amdng die otowded cohimiis of caTaliy. Ute en^aty 
ii«re' eompUtely re{Wtlsed. The di^ngnk&ed cc^a* 
anoder «f this gaOlant xe^ment^ Odond Jfefiet^on Davis, 
Irar badfy V/tmnded, ain ese^pette ball haimig ^nterM. 
1b* -fool and pidss^ out of hii kg. He i^nSy however, 
doiBf mJl when last heard from. Hie dxivalrou^ 
Oobnri M cCBiuig was prevented &om d^nng his ^am 
cftlie 'borve deeds of ^ biiBiacit %hit, by thegrievoua 
#i9tmd feeetfttd at the ^battle of J^fodtere^) whijeh st31 
confines him to his bed, and from wbieh it; is mudb; 
fnsned bj^.his best fiiends he'will nev^ recover. 
^ Oolooel Hfoanphrey Marshall's splendid regiinent e£ 
KentlMiky caTalry vfere . impatient for an oppoztanity of 
diQwing'fheir ntetdb aiid ayenging die capture of their 
brahren, tbeia i«^.^ hand^ of the enemy. They were 
aooii.'£ivpu]!ed wisth the desired opporl^inity, by the ap* 
proa^ of a force of 3000 lancers and hussars, 'who 
ehaig^d o|a them^ The Kdntiickiai^ stood their ground 
with immoveable steadiness, and re^^ivmg ItKe enemy 
sritb'h'fine Aom their caibi^ies, <&arged in die most gal- 
lant style through 'flie col^j^m on the right, and wheeling 
bftiOii ibeir lift, displ^ramg^ sid4 killing a great apotany of 
thfeia< A ISce^oharge Wsis made by Colonel Mstj, at the 
Iliad ofa^ ^uadrdn of 'drf^on^| and one of Arkansas 
tAviir^i agaiiist a largl^ body ^ the enemy's cavalry, 
with like results. 
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- Q^NEalliOHARAC'paiOSP'raB BATTLE. 

'• The foBowing remarks on the battle of Buena 
by the accomplished editor of the fttltiinore American^ 
iKHnprise the ablest general vbw of its merits which has 
yet aj[>peared. The writfer dofa no more than strict 
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^ ;^' IiiQflPHM #aiilhi'bi[ttlfr^f Bwia Votaii^iis nfiU|r> 
i» iMM^4]nu|pNiii \M !• Sorter ^JEoeoil^eapi t4oi4toi:ilv< 
With tbe M0feptiM«(tf>.ldbe Jiiisi^^ 

>||f««i«y Atti Mimiib^ wsome^Mrt^ittaivdoiiViiif Amm' 

iii^. hAiiImm^ fiiw iff theiit oim hMmai WEmiliMtnwr 
8piril> iadeittfe ift p^^po•i)^olUtlg'liMki(!hQ4iHa)ll£^l^^ 

of dlfe t9{>ifkii0tMti^ itirkikea 0fMk\9^^ biittU^firfd, 

Y^r'wlieH tbi battle a«i^|«dBfiitlii^«v«fiiii^ of c^^^ 
4liid a re«(l^ iof: the Jg^'KvibJidX^iti' 4#b;.j^ 
ii«»ct dayV^irw)!, v^t r«(»»rd do ^iw Attd «( tkat^^^ipcMib 
of' wmpfiMl Hm^ iti ist^^IHMAf ' Hur aigltM ' wjai 
Ocoeral -Tiiyior^ ^ tto^o^itrfil^lxitlM re^tffV«^ 
juid^eirery jifiq^aMittnititarie to^iieiMiVe^^^ ishindil 

li« again <a«li^e«f))M8itMi.'' '^Sb^ i^mwf^isimi^i^iim^ 
iiy^katMtdid band^ • ^ .. : • -V r.i ^ i « 
Tbb b*tde.«>f B^temst Vifta) MnJailfiiMa W maay prfMt 
<if vie^9 %ifairtic^H4y^ ao'^a^ 4iat>lfciHrig nnten og riteM jf 
(j^eMiB^v^iiAumiDg; dlMrfd>dta^^'0|i^<4ie< p«|t*<if 'ifair 
troops exposed to fire for the first fiecfiai> fitere ^aa si 
. IlitGted haute ^ntteiiid i«i|)0ti ^ deUbai«laly4viaii eiiaii^^ tm- 
fa^ta^yaaym^rihiidaabeiit ; re|^laP4nibp6l|:DoiiibtfK«W 
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and this battle tii:telc>J^^tia;«|ttn(fitU».iiitb^ 
citifiM^or iiiliemcliBMiits^ ^ns awaited ly qii»]^(oUiers» 
wh0'Jtt|r iq^ tbeir anas oa tht ti)glitj«f the ^%I^ lol^w*-; 
il9 iUt tbetfliQmiiigfs light 'wmA^ «aber in a.JiU)^ of. 
ovkflid'anl jciOMigfi* It wfta a Gtm lo^lrjr Y^terMHhi^ it 
niftflltt.ligr ficft .whb laaa tium a ]^tef befoie nisre «fH 
gipd^#uDr«qi ciiramly itf intotiiAl . v^tmi io.:|Motfiil 
lk»»MKoiiid nrvor fl(n» a ]batde or j^ 
luWJuik A/m fiiots ditooDstmta luiyieUiDg demaoth^oCl 
biifiUotdjAiid ooucngs in the men who fought afciBufpa. 
Yi0^ ith^ iindioaite also Ibe. higb. wA ^wmmn4i»g 
oharaeler tof tha offioera.who broagllt tboae aleij^og wmn 
tmaUiatoHnier nd f&mocj\, Tboae lammiMnwmk 
of ^ Kentaaky, MoKae and Clay, the gaUaai Ikvis itf*' 
MiMWiippi, aiMl.othftrar educated at Wfftt Poiiiti added, 
M.tim «Us of BiiUtarj: knowledg^i to tbeir owyiibi^^; 
iii'the di^piwa of iMur.trocqpa itod ift.tbe iil9p^- 
of eoiiMencay 80 esfleotial to 49100688, lA wiir. But 
nibaat IheUaaaof gtoryooneentratea with apdt partknlAr 
VMter jt9 brilliant light falls upon the c^lm coimton^npe 
afiibd^Ni^lral^iiirchiaft Tuyloi;, thb iimnoiblt^^te) wh^vk 
aft 4qK38 mem tomad in every: miia d. dinger — ji^ba^. 
fo^Kd«sil 4ttmatf the lErtax and buiwark.pf tbe horfmk oik, 
biiiwfH^^tbe ati^j piMrperbapfl^ who would hit^foHghi 
tt»(bittfe i^ Biielia Vista ; Uie. ona^ «aivn» pcobaUy^ .,vrba 
«|HiU::}ime> woaiU i Imperturbable and 9^fQSfi^mii$ i^ 
held the battle in his eye ; and amid the stont) mi faqt 

•fiAa mtflifeha i«f|»red.iwai!^ coinjig^iby im pmiv^ce 
alAittqp^mil of dUftgep. ^^ha^ a oiMpwAndai aod 
mtk Vmjfti^ vicftocy. i^, fast, bound . to mr Omds&i^ iiftt* il 
ioat whore it may/' ; i .. 

' iThailaUomng Moowi of the )iaiaa<BiMa>yi«l \v 
aiMttif&inta,<iUii9i$.we>thinkitdii? to Geofoil/I^lar 



^iijrldKaiowii diii)«tich; and iirilb<th« btPwi^abtiMj^ Mil 
-iMm.onr llift AqiflriMb aoniiii. . 
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Qmerolrm^Chief : Camgrngn Ji^iatorif?itOJfcifi } . 

fi0t4 of Angoitem^ Ail^l th^ 23d, I }m#Med^9iit>]rm 
itopik^^f tke;aoliomo£ tlie:'aad:«ad^;(teb«ttkbr't^ 
234 90 ^000 m I sbcHiM effi^^titheliiiQftnibit tdiidbMit 
en^n^iM^ of water %ni^oi att mi}qrim;i]iid6 iadiifleii^ 
•alile.. )b^ tbosa aagageaieotfi • the wrmy BOd' tfca nvlM 
JpTe f0il9ped the limtre <^ tbeir anas by «iMaaMbf lobi 
atael«8 iacoiidei?abia •to all save tkiie .ilihai>tritiiosMd 
Ijheoi/' TJlese avasey B^ oidy ftatt tha difisaM^^ 
^atatM^M^of; our .avu aJtuatioDi >buljalsp ffDoiifta iigtmr 
pf ;|jiia 4eaMi, aad Ihe aahaaatiaa of tha QoaaHvyatMBf 
fl^ almM 4ei9rt roite of ovar fifty ItagMi, that'tiaa 
deitiMHe of good watar, and of altsav^ tkamasl^liiiitad 
f^lfdw^ .••-... ,t i.i, ^ 

; Tiia naiMHe goack'aiii^ YHm iafoiteid'<kf faanaiH 
lllMioBa laade beibie aigr kaviag 4bb Lin»>itfiali*tia 
#i|iiy atKlai^'my eoinmaiid wauld not 4xxaa)ciice.ita:€|HH 
iMiaas tin A^ttgAw^ ymket^tmllAmm^^^^ 
4lia awrara oKibdtii tf the figHHiriii^iidi w»^al».'sMrt 
bf 'bibilalbDfl) promiangy shehar^ and avai of fkieL ' i| 
Abdfirfoiai maakad/to go on oi)gani»iig^ diiilhEiflfii-araiii 
ingi^mAvkAmg ilm avoiy; and^ in i^* ivfaf^^ tx>' pot 
ittto a oililiiry 'ihape Om &reei iwUeli. had jiM ^bmi 
aMtfabM* My rintttilioniylmwavar, oooM aat tottiii» 
tmrelyi rfaliaed. 

t < Tba^wsfhia^ peafariary irdriaices aiaba wd i fla d aliiiay 
.dtopdHlkulai The. siddferii, thini|||^ writ diiifHMadi 'te 



m 



TAYLOA AXaWWrGENERALS. 



IMDAMAndi itodid fdenhttv^ been ill 'wi^teren'ofrlliMHl^ 

vented that destitution Adoi dnring: tbeii -fiwm^'lheir 
ranks. While those meritorious men were siifiering all 
kii^ds of pgivflliiiiy'ceftahr^tcro^ from^ignorance, want 
of MAi^n, pi^'i^ybit, or, pefhaps^, fitnn mistaken 
filUidkhflnie'it^^^ UMPjj^ians 

M^cfei|ii]ghb>eilberwii6 >have pfb^«d iim^iif^Ak 'tittt 
iUiyidiil hf «$li9t idiarges a^ai^ the m^yenApfi^^ 
tisnUbiiiMlitMaalt^ wbotti ^ej- ttbused ^dV^nbtinitfcm^ 
to'i^ oonfiot^: aee«ii9ing ifaemdfwaat of ^i^Mb%lmd 
MitffriiiytbtifcfthBpcsfeic^of thearto;^ sft ^Sbn Luk»4ii 
morfi dae s tena igto MP lib^ies than to the^iilgilij^. 'tt 
Ike ehthr of < ithat ea^tai tiiey labduied widi 'aiwidl%4d 
Mike the iwmy tfae^ fa]ii^meiKt>of a t«irolt; but I#sit 
In^dd i&^ iittiig«« by tii^ ^Iltehs ^¥l» c^ift 

witer '«ilK»nhadithe> an^itjf.t^ ii]liiMMe<Ast I t^ ill 
cpUuaidn ,«jl^i the enemy. Ves^ iptoinsihob fbflj^^tntiy 
Mafaatd ««onj bat whoi^ »whoI& previous «otiM btis 
shown the most elevated patriotism ! Traitors ^M^hey 
^ikmrnaicpot^iAy to t«adac5etne^:b«*y«ielr detiatelion 
flfttlis:iti9f'4dunii(erv€.itsvigi«ir.i$t die''«(NPVie6'4if4ii 
•■mittff/ ^Jlrtncasuas iftt^aiaUly dsreots the >d(i8lififei 
•f timtneliod/jad iiteidiett.avaiteiittky df Ate {MMit 
mm.for ite^'dbfeftiee i' ^ irom -thb ittalbHndncsi, ttl 
liomoBft wbtBvev^ heart iind every aiip k siti ia a . Aduld 
bft'dirfiofMl Ita^owioiqact^ is>4i6 veeyifascture whcik 
diifisimi^nd'slifliruBt atotdiSMmiHBt^ ^ BrildMi My thua^ 
omtdp^lUilhj^ 6ta^K;inNm]^aidae'jtp> idiatig^in^ ^lasil 
IkoBmix^kiAwke^TmadRimMAUf^k 4iameflii*ttttn»( 
and I was fiilly persuaded that if the ienoi^^ sboiM 
fpntlliiib^ij^litf itogr ' would ^'l'did»«pitoaU^Jfrkt^l«d 
«ivi|r> (I ilteiifafe jpsBirfed^aai^tfrnnrillilattd, igiAgsii 



toiidf«d'Md4igbly llmuaad d^llaiBy inik irhkkJvm 
»ble iohiuillwhitlMe 9M)dful«up^iM(!to4li^ tmyJbf tmtht 
4a]is. llqiew well Ihfi oQUMtzy ^e Jbad lor oMaMndrte 
i^efieQii^ tlMm voidd be Ibr oiiiiyiBg plmi^^ 
BfmfMaH m.iM^ikqttitiDii moth dM wddienftr^Mbfit/ij^ 
H^idd ensure AoiftAe rigonr •C^he stMdii; SmM IkWfei 
cU^g^od swuioe tto; tiu^counbry, aad sHRe tehiMuVJ 
)M to wierli^ok all tfani. . .:.& 

13^ .jMmjr moved 60m Saan Lvifilqr brigiidM^do m t# 
pm^ avwtoUe tbe seality resmittte aiMbid by .tiie 
{:4MWi7 v« weie to oms. The finree o^niiifaedof iia48B 
«fiH^, divided iMa twflMy^eigbt Ita^^ 
Viiligr, in tbortTff mne sqimdrotis; and »rti»iti M. axkilln^ 
^ tl|9ee t5v|aitgr-fouF»f)oundeii9y three iixto»-|iMHidta^ 
five twdtve-poundeiSy fiTe.e^ltp0iiBderfv.abd AiTTMR 
mil l^owtoer^ aU nerved fay 413 Mtiilkvjrix&eiirHft^Wal 
beii^ 16^133 «ien; OfthibfareeitlierejreiiiaitoedibflUBdi 
the gai«i9o«*cif AteleofiGEi at Saii:Idttk^«tidiO<bea9.iphMi 
I.aUqtled to tho towns ^n ibe route ;. ali^eo tiROr09Mir« 
^9fma to eeo^Oiirflii^(«pd44#re9finea(o£SB4^^ 
^^buigade of h^9X^f^<ilfWQ'b»Mi<m^ ittdof (Stooia) 
9m ' Ciqaco: Ya^ii^efi,, wUMk .M«tiiiiied. aa.'!a eospd iaf 
Ipneipre Jp Mliteb^alfti.aad .df;ob(if nriftiiaii d(oiv I^;)!* 
^0^ bf^di^p£^Tiiliyy.iii^ {k)»Jeee<yn>f«a» 

GBb^ {aMeriwm iojk^ftdedJlo j)|us8iTiila, attd MHfe A4ti»gk 
T^waidiifp toiAe iq^igbbouAOodl o£&(oi»t««r]b sO'^f^fto 
eall the en^iiijffe aitMltim <Di.Mk4tr<i|«|iiPteiw i "^I^iiioMl 

<iftf qo(M!otia(tiw £w the b^gi^efi o«i|^ ^eeeiwfu^/tf rbe 
Mar .tbiA.^lfMea^eo^ tlHit,in\4^>9m>t^^ 
^4.4o^ifiofo» nHnQF.topope i n# t ; > ff^.bo fit wwtltl^uft 



for lhil» f$iA,Mi}ki^ » I odoiAlted»)il^rriti|ii^ 

ttOK'aiid'dkeflirttoit. lie ibraier tflus caiiMl > b^^ 
MMitmii ind bad t]iM% <»f ibodi' «id §(ffl iiHMf-^ 
niiiltwj :\vlMi'w*ii faiiadBsh w^rell its MaW^^ a^ abiaf l^ 

llivtqHbHtoi<be;iBt l^oiiec amd iriAfoiitAid. - Ttes^itld^ 
•Mttil Migoi'M tofiMpend the marditM dnys/tffl 
ihgi' Wm i iiif iwpamg^'igqtfe gettfad; for tbtf odd' baA 
already caused the death of sevend men lind hoMeS) ioifi 
i Mt Jiotttid by ereiy mesiis to dnxtidirii the letscteii^we 
mm^xMBlimig. tkem faardAips wtt aoeomflt ibr'M 
illlffib^t'o^<leseltioll8 whkih occurrad u|y to our IMMI 
at >Biica»adaB^ aftd which after^iu!^ kv^n inei^ai^A; 
h must Ao^be reaiembered, thi^ flimoat the t»h€4 aMaf 
Jmi baan t«0iiitly''fiimied9 and, aais ^dl kntar^n, et 
AMMtakefir by '-▼iokiieeifrom their hatnos. 
i WaiMiadaiiM ttatt Die ehemy weHs f)MpliilRlki<ilha 
MMb o£ Agna Nueva, adih 4000 aaen and ASf^ 
lifliMr, rMMiaed^ta ddbad the defiles kDoiwrn bf Hie nataea 
efJtte'txuato^Oftniero andAgua Naeva. The AttiM^ 
MM (MmmkMm the {>tkiMr^int «n triiiidi oar ibaMi 
iias Ah^iAi^ tmt, dioagh they etdiang^d sOBse A#ta 
^th jOdv adyatici^ in Diieariiwcten,^ atid had fre<|tietit saiili 
IKtaiMlea^ithMaBln the abote pi^iMa^ Itey ii(u|ypoml 
attr'trbajjMi to'b^ sootttkij^* IMMie^'Of tlte^fifat brigade of 
ebtatfy^ taider Bon J^ V. MRnott, whom I had §t^ 
ipinied^'aallir aa the hadeada of Bota^. Thesa wiM 
tte Itiafa^oas ivbMi I aftaffe -■ • 

' ^It waa my itttteatioii ' to i^aee myftiHses betiiveiif'tlM^ 
aMkyand SiltiHo, ao aa Ifor^ftKge him to fi^tiHid^flMf 
ttMPimfgt W ha^M^iy^ iknmattirfoalbit <M MfJ-bifilf 

to<lllfi^«6tlME^ yia4#rk^4«»i«M^^ ta^M^ 



MtmMAnkMiM!99u Thin rita iUfciif hlf hn mtnM miMMi 

kigiiQi) kf^iUm diitok' t#a4». nootl^r l^iOMiTiilg ^ tltf 

tlieiAlunl* bjr mftviag^ to Iht Mt .jhjr.JUii IfxMlto <}^4!cui|| 
EIoui, so as to occupy tfa«teei(»4a ^JitfkSmW^^ 
OMVifter lb^.raMl to SulliUow Jlie (^Q l^miXfPM^ts 
amm »till»a liio(foiiii||^riigtM99U^» fi)r tJury. wfHiMt ^bf ^««f 
^iwn Biqdire tteee..or.fottr4lyi> wftrok nI^k^^Q-^W 
)ii9tfioiit:pr«mQB9, fimge^or/wKtec,. { t]pi#9iJipii^ 
a^ tQ.of^mte kjf lth« direct iQad9;fot^.tlie<p^t»p«||ilt^ 
after pMting tte ln^ deftle» n^i^ a. ciir«VfaQP>)4% th^MH 
Md O08u]|>y the i»D«W of £i^eftD4ad«t, vi(b ^^,yiew,»f^ 
obfcqlpiQK w»t#r> ^Be^ wltvob Wfi^itQ bv^budXar v«B|9i« 
liiaQ. J0ight«m le$gui9Ai iAJU tbia w«#|ava«wcl,;)^,4t9 
miefoy'^igfiQrtaiH^.of our marpb.; bfil^ pifpiffMrtujp^ ;^9tijl 

j^Uo^ m^ A deti^rutr from tbe xngmmi^pi Q^«!Wei^ 

«( nutWe of S^UillOy Mmed Fr^ncjic^ V.aUf% tfifis^ 
M^wei^ from MncHtmmn to the eoemyr ^^ i^^^ M^'Wr 
ihvft^^n of tbe; G^oT^ooi^nt*. . Tbe 'e«aqra)ile, tpqiw^fOif 
Ihwiififaoiaiift >^fi^: ff uair«i^i{ thf^^ < 

. Oil tb« 21^ Ht Jioony.|.oe4«r«d tbe PHU^ ik« mit 
menoe, tbe four ligbt battalions, v^ni^p Qfi9$mi Hfim 
M^^ Atnp^dkiJorwms^ the jv^giprd*, ,1 b|id 'not 
iMt^tAted. tc^.^ipw tb«t geiitFa]|.a(id otb^r: offiofrsml^ 
hadrbfiN e^itHt-oisMrtii^)^ Sw tbe t^ir <itf MMcmyf to 
jMirtiopate 4ii/tb«9e' op^ra^Ss not (mlf, ^eqm^l did 
ncft «cm4l(»: tbem c\ji^\>]e^ but aI«o oit aoeoiwt At£ Ibp 
, Mii Ibi^ j&Qoife^N* Tbia brig^^w;api fl^jil^^eil .)Qr 
onf of iirt^lfffy«of aititMi-fifinfkra^wiltb tbe wgiiMiiMf 
m|^a»«Ml«id their. tvaiPi^wM. tbofl^ t^^^be fiflk ^\^ 

wtmmdttiiiks Qm^r^l t>fm UBLj/fiUfi I^oplia^iifWir wiit)i 



\ 
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ttfilKr MMitM)bii iitaHriqpM TaobHs^if (fcHMM^ 

^»lMe ttf tkci cuValiy, tiadehr Doik i^iriift* JqvfewfjMdl 
tlimt tin raMbder :of the geiiit«i- pitic aoA^j^flfi^ 
Utt'TKM htkkg o^ieted 'by a brigade of ci|iteJb|».iMUt 

'Iiytirfs^frder of iaMuio& the troope wei^ordeled tOflMttl 
Ike firctl'ftmrteen kiig«ies» betvreenifiiieeiuidB^ml a iMi 
MOM Be 1ft ekiMM, tirttcii is in ftont of tbe fijOit dcfik| 
cafted^tiie Pass of the PiiMMiea; and ii» pM the aigkt 
<tii'lhat plain io'the aftmeorder of cohmm* The tftfope. 
hMisa^ Men their mtioaay order ^Mm givea tat cartjF* 
iMg trater^ as none coqM be met nvith till the day 
fblMriagy after* hamg -overeoAfe the eneny at Ag«a 
Vhera, thw Ijeagues beyoad the albreiaid pass; t^ 
Wtfli HTf staff end the regimeflt of ettgineer^ oc^upM 
€xe fmity a Utile behind the fight troops. Oa amviag 
iat thfe 'pbia, De la Guerra, I eontinued the march in 
wder to pais the d(^le of Pmoaes, wbich^ was atoooBi«> 
^iihed^ and I ordered the light brigade to take a 
posMen in the pass of Camero, where it had a sbirmish 
*iMtti an advance of llie enemy. Uad^ Ai^se dispoAtkus 
%e'pM^theaight. 

"'Afdawh oh the .!^d, the army continued its maipcb» 
Hmh flieidea of carr^g by foree (^ arms the pais ef 
'Agaa Ntiera, which I supposed would bedefendtd by the 
eneiAy ; but I (bund to my surprise that it was abandons^- 
t'ihth eonehided itbat the Aaieriean fomrn bad xettredta 
yieit IbrtiikatSons in the badenda, to eobottitta^ ttsir 
MsHee uiider cofer of the iatrei»sbmeat% whieht I 
lliM -heard fhey h^ diere thrown vsp. Utader thh^id^al 
'Mftttmed^fbe dhttich^te order to taft^by thetrigliM>4iia 
'^hb ef'ibaci^tada, vAa^y «s I have beiEdbn «HDtim»- 
^m; W^^ tfte Sritlfho rosd» beiap betweni thal^ekyanl 



mk\ Hilie ko on^'UU app«far«« Id ^INI uir iiriUmaiiMt 
iii0r!fiA Mi^ onea^r, exeisptfts^lfvMl^nNttiAgfia'KatiAi 
^il^tdid nte that tlieenany liad^%eett«vaoiiadog»Mi6pb^ 
rihiob' rftioe the da^ pretiotts, and 'fMKiigf4>aak toannll 
SaltBIo ; and that on Iftrat satoe fliotumg^, the* hadiwla 
\AA been^trholly abandoned, by tlie vcilmitief ucdiiliisi 
taR^miebt which eaoorted a^ lavge <quaiftiily of maMtiiMR 
B^ thk tnoyement my first plans and ^Bpdsitidna^ftmi^ 
ett on an expected resistance, were reiideved abotMcr; 
iMrt I stiK did not despah" of a suec^ai Teault, fiur I ImU 
in anticipation directed General Minon, 'Witb>bli cMair^ 
M^de; 1206 strong, to occupy^ on theiriorhing^of tbt 
S3(l, the hacienda of Boena Vista^lMlistaiit^ thM6 -flbort 
leagues from Saltillo. fTbis fotc^' mt^fat atresi ' the = mt^ 
my^s march, oi", at least, make a diTersion'thai iratiHI gir^ 
tiftie fbr the army to cotte up; I th^Mbre^ OMtiobed 
my march, ^thout losing more' time than would aUorw 
the soldiers to drink water on the rdad. "fheliglyrtel- 
gade came within right of the enemy^s reav^uaMl, audi 
ordered th^m to charge in conjmiction wkb tiie> hMSar 
Vegiment. I had reason to believe 'the enemy weM 
making a precipitate retreat, as they left se^^Mil atCiOte 
W the rdad; such as carts, fofge imtdem^atsy «xtfa 
wheels, and other things, which we gathered wldle 
marching. In consequence of the different reports I ne*- 
ceived, I ordered the Cavalry to advatice ; I thought we 
would b6 able to reach their rear-guard, abd pla^d^ny^ 
selfitth^ head of those troops. -^ 

On arriving at a place called Angosttme, I 'fouttd^Hfe 
main body of the enemy awattiilg me in positl0nw The 
ipad from the pass of Pinoiies to SritiHo rtms betirMfli 
two chains of mountains, which fertii that ptiift Cmd tfaoafe 
^f Cafheit) tod Agda Nueva. The rfdgei^ o^n>)My<ffid 
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iknt iBi^^m^atmmk i^t, ndf^f wbick n^i o^ ftfllSI^ 

intfaeiigbfc. 13)ey.#e,mofeoriefiisp9;0p^^ 
but iilliiPay 4iffiouk« Thie; ea^my 'cf poeitio^ mm^ m^ff^ 
mA\,m neiir Qf Uw road, i^ J^^t^^i^ ,$^<>l)f.,b^^in^ 
^aimed'i by. tvm^ that wes^ ijpgipiisssaUe^ ,evei^ fff 
iafiiMiy', and « batteiy of. four pieces. being flsffited f^ 
tibci bi^st pouA,. .Hi«.b9tt^li9^;iY^^ £>i^^d Pf the 
Mgbift wHb.tw^.otber ba^ries^ ppe of \)ibich was in^ 
tow {MLKt of tbe load) b^ween two bills ; aod, to • foj 
KTMflK, 'tbflb fol^^il app^d to 1^ f bout 8000' 19^^ 
twanlgrpMiQff'; buttbeposoom taken from them r€|>pft 
4l9i^^rWI pifl^^) and upwsgrds, of 8000 combatants. , . 
i I^roMnMkred .tb^ ppsiMqn and^^ituation of.the e/j^ 
«iy,jfLiid iHderad tbe dkector, of engi)^ee»r&^| Gt^eiig^'I'!^ 
Iffkmio de'Mora y Yillamil} to do the saija^.. A^.^ 
MftftqA«§. tl^ .|b^ of the invaderj ,it was neqesfKuy 
nJihcB t« af^wt tbe iniantiy, tp take, position^ of to ^t^ 
'W jnigbt 0^m inoiit advisable. At this interval, I qJ|;»- 
ifftfcml dirt .tb^ ^n^I)ay bad neg^cted to occupy a b^^t 
iPA bi9vleft:.fl|^; and, without losing a momi&nt,^,J 
^OlAsred G#0«ral Ampudia's light brigSLde to take posfjQj^ 
' ^4 f^i<and bold it fit every post. As tbebrig^ecanhe 
•1^, I &cmed ihefn ifi two lines on a ri^ingi gr^^und tbi(t 
•fronted the' enemy, there being another eq^mence b^ 
tween our two positions ; the first division of in&iitigr 
'^asittuderfth^ command of General Loipbardini, and.tbe 
<i^ond wder t)ie command of General Pacb^co. t^di- 
j Witrd tbift Qemfitl Mor% y Villamil, in cQqjuncti<a\n..i^ 
4lie CQBUMndiag general of artiUeiji JDoiji^ Antqi})p 
iGemiBf si^uld fii^d a .position for 4. batteiy of sbctip^ 
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p^htfiilers, to be sustained by the regiment bf engineers. 
TWo other batteries, of twelve and eight-poundel^, were 
located by me. The cavaliy, commanded by General 
Juvera, were placed on the right of our rear, and on our 
let flank. The regiment of hussars was also posted m 
the rear, and on the flank aforesaid was a height which 
I ordered the battalion of Leon to occupy. • The gene- 
ral part was in the rea», covered by the brigade of Gten- 
eral Andrade, and between this park and the lines of 
batfle I took my own position. 

The making of these dispositions, as maybe supposed, 
occupied some time, for the troops arrived at their posi- 
tions after a march of more than twenty leagues. It was 
therefore not an hour for combat, and the army lay on 
its arms. The enemy, however, so soon as he perceived 
that we had occupied the hei^t diat flanked his left tod 
our right, despatched two battalions to dislodge us, 
which led to a warm engagement, that lasted all the 
afternoon aiid till after dark, when he was repulsed with a 
loss of 400 men, according to the report of the 
prisoners. Ours was much less, as we had the advan- 
tage of the ground. 

At dawn on the 23d I mounted my horse ; the enemy 
had not changed his previous dispositions, and was 
re'ady to receive us. I observed but one difference, 
which was, that on his right, and at some distance from 
his position, he had formed two bodies of inftmtry, with 
a battery of four pieces, as if with the intent of threait^ 
ehing our left flardc, but I at once believed this to be a 
mere demonstration, for he would never have left in hfe 
rear the difiicult ground which gave strength to thilt 
position, being the web of impassable ravines befom 
'^ferred to; I, therefere, gave no attention to this dii»- 
position of his forces, and resolved to move mine *by»^ 
13 
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right, ^ With tbis intention, I advanced the diviiions of 
General Lombardini and General Pacheco in that dineo 
tion. I ordered General Don Manuel Michelt6rena to 
l^ant the battery of eight-pounders on our right flank, S9 
as to rake obliquely the enemy's line, and to remain with 
the staff, of which he was chief, and await my orders* 
I directed that General Ampudia, with the light brigade « 
should charge by our left flank on the enemy's rig^t, and 
that General Mora y Villamil should form a column of« 
attack composed of the regiment of engineers, the 12th 
battalion, the^'o de Mexico, and the companies oif 
Puebla and Tampico, commanded by Colonel Don San- 
tiago Blanco. At the same time, I directed General 
Corona, commafiding the artillery, to place the battery of 
twelve-pounders in a more commanding position, while 
the 3d division remained in reserve, under Brevet-Gene- 
ral Don Jose Maria Ortega, 

So soon as the enemy perceived our movements he 
commenced the action at all points^ attacked our troops 
with intrepidity, and maintained the conflict with great 
vigour. Our men received them with proper energy, 
-driving back and following up the assailants. At this 
time my horse was disabled by a grape-shot, and it was 
some time befor/e I coald mount another. As the enemy 
had yielded ground, I ordered the cavalry to advance 
and d)^<ge; which was done with vigour. Suitable 
orders had been sent to the generals of division and 
bngade, among the rest to General Don Angel Guz- 
man ; but, though the officers and troops acted with great 
resolution, it was impossible to overcome the difficulties 
ef the ground ; and after a struggle whieb did them 
honour, they were obliged to fall bark to their positions. 
After various alternations, the same ocaarred with the 
WPawuTy. 
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, T^e ^ttle^ wUch commenced at seven in the morninj^ 
was prolonged for many hours, our loss every moment 
ficcumulating. Many officers and soldiers had already 
been killed, and a number of commanders and distin- 
guished officers wounded, among whom were General 
Lombardini, Lieutenant-Colonels Brito, Galloso, and 
others. Among the slain were Lieutenant-Colonels 
Asonos, Berra, and other meritorious officers, whose loss 
the country will ever lament. The enemy maintained 
his ground with the utmost obstinacy, insomuch that 
some of our troops faltered in their attacks, and many 
of the raw recruits dispersed. This, however, ought to 
exalt the merit of those whose intrepidity was never 
paralyzed, and may also be cited to show how ho fly 
contested was the action. 

Things were in this situation when I concluded *o 
make the final effort. With this view I ordered tha i a 
battery of twenty-four pounders should be mounted; that 
the column of attack then posted on our left flank,, where it 
had no object of operation, should be transferred to our 
right, and. there be joined by the remains of the 11th 
regiment, the battalion of Leon, and the reserves, all 
under the command of Brevet-General Don Francisco 
Perez. I executed this in person, and afterwards sent 
for General Mora y Yillamil, and mad : him acquainted 
with my final dispositions. I had already directed Geih- 
erals Perez and Pacheco, each with his command, to be 
prepared for an extreme struggle, and had ordered the 
battery of eight-pounders to advance and take the enemy's 
line in flank. The charge was made with daring valour 
and was resisted with animated vigour, with a ^fire so 
heavy and rapid as to cause admiration ; but the Ameri- 
oans could not sustain themselves — they were driven 
back and overcome, with the loss of three pieces of can- 
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Don and as many stands of colours. I sent two of the 
latter to the government with my last despatch ; the 
otl^er, \yhich I then omitted to notice, will be presented 
to the honourable congress of the state of San Luis 
Potosiy as,a testimonial of the army's gratitude for the 
patriotic services they had rendered, and the generous 
sacrifices they had made for its benefit. We moreover 
captured a travelling forge, and some smaller articles, 
which I will not enumerate. Our cavalry, which so 
bravely executed the order to chafge, reached the ehemy^s 
rearmost positions ; but, owing to the nature of the 
ground and the fatigue of the men and horses, I. did not 
think it prudent to attempt to dislodge them from those. 
The battle closed at six in the evening, our troops being 
then formed on the ground which the Americans had 
occupied. Our last effort would have been decisive, if 
General Minon had done his part by attacking the eneniy 
in the rear ; but he omitted to do it, and I am under the 
painful necessity of subjecting his conduct to a court- 
martial, that he may explain it. An action thus con- 
tested necessarily involved considerable . loss.' Ours in 
killed and wounded amounted to more than 1500 men, 
and that of the enemy was much greater, for we had 
time to take a view of the great number of their dead. 

The plans of these two actions, and of the route from 
Agua Nueva to Saltillo, and the reports of the generals 
of division and brigade, which I send with this to your 
excellency, will give the supreme government an idea 
of such details as I have not dwelt on without making 
this report more difluse ; but this will still s6rve to attest 
the bravery of our troops, and the glory acquired by the 
nation during these days of action. 

In the order of the day, I expressed, as in duty bound, 
my satisfaction with the conduct of the officers, c6m- 



manders of corps, and generals, and gave them thanks 
for it in the name of the republic. I could wish to 
announce in this report the names of numerous com- 
manding officers, that their memory may be engraved on 
*the gratitude of the nation, not only for their resolute and 
honourable deportment in both actions, but for the con- 
stancy with which they have overcome so many privar 
tions, sufiermgs, and fatigues, and given therein an, 
example, both of civic and military worth, Ansfious to 
do this justice, I adopt, as my own, the authorship of, 
those eulogies which the generals of brigade and division 
have bestowed on their subordinates. I would, more- 
over, place in view of tihe government the merit mani*. 
fested by the director-general of Engineers, Don Ignacio 
Mora y Villamil, who fulfilled, to my entire satisfaction, 
aH the duties I assigned to him, for whidi I consider him 
worthy of the highest praise, and of such remuneration. 
as the supreme government may be pleased to award to 
his distinguished services. General Ampudia, to whom,, 
from the fevourable opinion which I had of him, I* 
intrusted the comipand of the four light battalions, 
acquitted himself with gallantry. General Lombardini, 
who commanded the first division of infantry, conducted^ 
himself with valour, and was wounded. General 
Pacheco, commanding the second division of infantry, 
came up to my orders and his duties, and fought to my 
satisfaction. General Juvera comported himself hoh- 
ourably, and had his horse killed undei: him. Brevet- 
General Torrejon received a contusion, and General 
Guzman displayed ih€ gallantry for which he was akeady 
distinguished, and was wounded. Brevet-General 
Micheltorena, as head of the staff, duly performed all 
that belonged to his station ; and I also conjided to his 
special -chai^ge the battery of eight-pounders,. which was 
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that most ih advance. General Perez acted as migbt 
be expected from his accustomed gallantly, and for this 
I intrusted to his command the troops I have before 
mentioned, with which he contVibuted to disorder the 
line of the enemy at five in the evening. I would also 
commend General Ortega, who commanded the ,third 
division of foo)t, an(| performed his duties to my satis- 
faction, as also Brevet-General Uraga, and Generals 
Parrodi, Portilla, Vasquez, Jauregui, Terres, and San- 

dl€Z. 

It is entirely due to the comman£ng genaral of 
artillery, Don Antonio Corona, that I should commend 
him for carrying out my dispositions, as might be 
expected from him, and for labouring assiduously at 
San Luis, in the heaviest duties of his branch of service ; 
and it is a pleasing duty for me to laud the merit 
acquired by Colonel Banencli, and Colonel Brito, who 
was wounded; Colpnel Aldrede, of the hussars, who, 
tb my satisfaction, evinced his usual bravery; Colonel 
S. Blanco, who commanded a column of attack On the 
left, and acted well, and Colonel. M. Blanco— botb 
of the last being of the engineers — as also Colonel 
Obando, of the flying artillery, and Colonel Garay. 

[Here follows a long list of colonels, heutenant- 
oolonels, captains, and subordinates, who are all coca- 
mended, abd the particular service of some mentioiied. 
One is named Antonio Lopez de Santana, late a 
custom-house officer at Tampico, who' a/ited as a 
volunteer aid to his namesake, the general-in-»chief.] 

The riep<Jrt of the killed and wounded, which I ato 
send, will show what has been our loss. I should be 
lacking in justice, and not express ray own fedKngs, "^M 
I not most earnestly to request that attention be paid,' 
as is by law provided, to the cases of the Ividowsy 
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orpibftaB^ and such of the woudded as w^j \)^ p^rijoa- 
nmtly disabled. 

The foroiidable position wbii;h tbe ^nwny occupied^ 
y^as all that saved him; the victory would otherwise 
have been decbivei notwithstaoding his obstipate resist- 
ance. StiU this triuioph wjiU have favourable results to 
tbe natioaal cause, as it will show to every one what 
can be accooiplished when lall hearts are united, and 
-with one aim. 

The army has done more than could be expected un- 
der tbe laws of nature. It bad just been formed, and a& 
yet had not acquired discipline or military habits ; yet iii 
marchiBg to the combat, it overcame difficulties which 
Blight have subdued the stoutest heart. After a march 
of twenty leauges, sixteen of them without water, and 
TOthout other food tbaa a single ration, which was dealt 
out at Ettcamacion, it endured the fatigue of combat for 
two days, and finally triumphed. With all thi3, its 
physical powers were . exhausted. My knowledge of 
tbiSf aod the duty I felt of attending to such a nunxber 
of wounded, constrained me, after remainixxg a few hours 
<Na the field of b^ttle^ to fall back uppp Agua Nueva, for 
tb^ relief and refreshment of the tropps. 

From the impression we had made on the enemy,, he 
did not ai^pear before us for three days. The bearer of 
n flitg of truiie, however, arrived with a proposition from 
Geaei^l Taylor for an exchange of prisoners, and for 
our sending for the wounded who had remained on the 
fields He ^Iso expressed to me the desire which tbe 
Aniericaiis felt ^ the re-establishment of peace« I re- 
filled, in prder that he might say tbe same to his general, 
that W9^ Ku^taine d the most sacrl^d of causes — tbe defence 
>f Qur. territory, and the preservation of our nationality 
nadirigjlbts; that we Wf^goi the aggressors, and that oup 
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gDvernmeDt had never 6flkid^d tliatof the United SMi&u 
I ohserved that we could say nothing of peace while ih^: 
Americans were on 4his side of the BravOyOHf occupied 
any part of the Mexican territory ^ or bloekadid> our 
ports ; and that we were resolved to perish or vindicate 
our rights ; that fortune might not be always favourable^ 
to the enemy, and their experience of the-2Qd and 23d' 
should convince them that it could change; I added^ th»t» 
the Americans waged against us a war of vaodalismy' 
whose excesses outraged those sentiments of humanity 
which one civilized nation ought to evince towards ano- 
ther ; and that if he would go outside of the apartment^ 
he would still see smoking, which was the fsiel:^ tbe 
dwellings of Agua Nueva, recently a flouri^ing, thou^ 
a small settlement ; that the same vestiges of desolaticM' 
marked the route of his retreat ; and that if he would go 
a little further on, to Catana, he would hear the moans 
of the widows and orphans of innocent victims who had 
been sacrificed without necessity. 

With respect to the wounded, whom I was invited to 
send for, I replied that there could be none save those 
who had been too much hurt to rise from the field, <er 
those most in the advance, who had remained in th^ Ta« 
vines ; and that as I had not means for their conveyance, 
the enemy iiLght take them to Saltillo, under the proteo^ 
tion of the laws of nations. As for the prisoners 'which 
he offered to exchange, I told him I did not know whe 
they could be, unless it were some of our dinpersed 
troops, or some who, from the fatigue of the two previous 
days, h»dremained asleep when w^ moved. In answer 
to the courtesy ihe enemy's general had shown with re»« 
spect to our wounded, 1 consented, in the name of the 
iiation, to release all the prisoners we had— -those taken 
both in the battle and at EtteMiiiGbn. At the mat 



Imie i allowed tbe beiifer of the flag, who w»4 a 8tt|«rior 
officer) of prepe^sessingk a^)e{irance and menBerSyto take 
tb« bandage from his eyes^ aad informed faiio that it was 
jfor him: personally that the honour of this concession was 
meant. I did it also that he might see our camp and our 
-troops. 

As I bare said in the preceding paragraph, we ^e- 
Boained atlhe hacienda three days; but tbe only supply 
w« couM obtain was imiety beeves, and these were con« 
sumed on the 25th* The horses wer^ ako without forr 
age^ and notwithstanding all tbe efforts or provisions that 
I could' make, many of .the wounded had been' but once 
attended to, and some not at alL From th^ rigour of the 
(Ornate, the badness and scantiness of this sustenance, .the 
entire wacnt of breed, and tbe bad quality of thei water, 
used in our former bivouacs, a bowel complaint had 
broken out in the army, and rendered ineffieetive at least 
one-half of it. I knew that a retrograde movement to^ 
our former positions had become inevitable ; hut thongl^ 
everything around me proclaimed this necessijty, my 
ftelings revolted against it, solely because I fone^w thatk 
irom ignorance, malice, or presumption, the countermarch 
"would be condemned, 'and that those who did not witness 
our situation would ima^me the possibility e>f tbe army -s 
eontinning its operations. 

Six days before, when the troops had not suffered so 
much, nor fonght for two successive days, nor been em** 
barrassed with sick and woimded, but were still sound in 
morale and in health, I had not deemed it prudent to 
augment the labours and difficulties of the army by 
ittoving'to the right or to the left; how then would it 
llAve been possible to go on operating after all that subi* 
sequentiy ooeurred ? But let detractors say what they 
mSAi the ancy as 99eil as myself will always answer by 
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an appeal to our oORdocty our ynAitBf mid 'Urn DOtQrioii9r 
impossSxiity of carrying them out. NotwHhatandiiig 
my coHTiction, I widied to hear the opinkm of the gene- 
rals and some of the oommaiiders of oorpsi and to 
ascertain if they coold point oot any renniroe. which had 
not occurred to me ; without disclosiDg my own ideas oa 
the subject I listened to theirs, aad they all unaiiimously 
and each one, by his opinion, separately eiqpressed^ 
^owed and demonstrated in various ways, that however 
good their will to remain, the countermarch of the army 
had become indispensable, but that this necessity waft 
hdt forced upon us by the enemy. It was not till I bad 
heard thm opbidis that I anoounced my own accordant 
resolution, and the prdceedings of the council being, 
drawn up, I had the honour of reinitting them to your 
excellency on the 35th. 

On the 26th, after I had ordered General Miiion tp 
follow the movement, the army commenced its retreat 
with the view of occupying the first peopled localities^ 
wh^re resources might be obtained, 8ud> as Yaneg^ 
Catorce, El Cadral, and Matehuak, as also Tula ; but 
I doubt if in those places proper attention can be given 
to the sick and wounded — or the losses we have sustained 
in those laborious movements be remedied. 

The nation, for which a triumph has been gained at 
the cost of so many sufferiligs, wiU learn that, if we were 
able to conquer in the midst of so many embarrassments^ 
there will be no doubt as to our final success in thf 
struggle We sustain, if every spirit but rallies to the om 
sacred object of common <ihefeBoe. A mere deleraiine4 
number of men will not, as many imagine, suffice for th(S 
prosecution of war: it is indispensable that tbey be 
armed,equipped,disc»piined,andhabituated»andtbataay9T 
tematiKed support for sach ao tfrganiflad foroe be provide^^ 
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We must bear in mind that we have to combat in a 
region deficient of all resources, and that everything for 
subsistence has to be carried along with the soldiery : the 
good-will of a few will not suffice, but the co-operation 
of all is needed ; and if we do not cast aside selfish inter- 
ests, and petty passions, we can expect nothing but dis- 
aster. The army, and myself who have led it, h^ve the 
satisfaction of knowing that we have demonstrated this 
truth. 

Your excellency will be pleased to report to hisi exf 
cellency the vice present of the republic, and U^ 
present to him my assurance of reapedt. 

Grod and Liberty ! Rancho de San Salvador, F^bru*- 
ary 27th, 1847. 
(Signed) 

ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA- 
To His Exeellenoy, the MivisTca o|- Wam a^id M^kii^s. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Events subsequent to the battle of Buena Vista. 

On the 2d of March, Mr: Crittenden, to whose report 
we have already referred, was sent off for the seat of 
goveniQient, bearing despatches from General Taylor. 
He. took the usual route from Monterey to Camargo, 
under the escort of About 250 troops, commandied by 
Major Geddings, having along a train of -some 130 
empty wagons. As they approached Seralvo, a small 
party was sent in to provide forage, &c., wljen the ene- 
• my, under Urrea, were discovered, about 1500 strong. 
Our troops were immediately placed an the defensive, 
and received the assault of the superior numbers with the 
resolution of men determined to cut their way through. 
They were repulsed with a loss of thirty men, while we 
lost about half the number. A part of our baggage 
train was destroyed (forty or fifty of the wagons), vAien 
the gallant Urrea made good his retreat in the direction 
of the Tula pass. The teamsters were unwilling to pro- 
ceed without a stronger escort, and Mr. Crittenden was 
detained five or six days at Seralvo, when Colonel 
Curtis arrived from Camargo with a large body of 
troops. He was too late to overtake Urrea, who had 
probably commenced his retreat as soon as he heard of 
Santa Anna's discomfiture. Colonel Curtis proceeded 
towards Monterey, and the escort and train came on to 
Camai^o, the enemy having fled as rapidly as possible. 

In this afiair an ammunition wagon, by some accident, 
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^ ciit off Whh the others near, S^mlvo. It was 
destroyed, as most of the others were, by fire, and when 
the explosion unexpectedly took place, killing some, 
wounding others, and alarming all, it was regarded 
as a Yankee tricky aiid it was remarked that our wagons 
might henceforth stroll through the land, unharmed, as 
each would be regarded as some eombttstiblo^maohihe, 
designed to ensnare the Mexicans. 

After the battle of Buena Vista, General Taylor left 
his encampment at Agua Nueva, with two companies of 
Bragg's artillery and Colonel May's squadron of dragoons, 
in pursuit of General Urrea, who, as the general learned 
from a spy that was captured by one of the Texan ran- 
gers, was retreating towards the mountains with 5000 
cavalry and rancheros. 

On the 16th of March, (Jeneral Taylor met Colonel 
Curtis near Marin. This officer, with about 1300 infan- 
try, composed of Ohio and Virginia volunteers, one 
company of dragoons, and two pieces of artillery, was 
now in charge of another train of wagons, with supplies 
for the army. General Urrea had left Marin the even- 
ing before, where he was said to be^waiting to attack 
Curtis's train ; but learning that Gteneral Taylor was ad** 
vancing on his rear, he had made a rapid movement some 
twenty miles from Marin. General Tdylor followed in 
pursuit the next morning, after Sending on the train 
without an escort, and adding Colonel Curtis's command 
to his previous force. • 

General Taylor pursued the enemy as far as Caidereta, 
where he ascertained that he had escaped beyond the 
mountains. General Taylor then fell back upon Blfon- 
terey. By the latest advices from the army, 29th March, 
he was encamped at Walnut Springs, about four miles 
from Monterey. His force consisted of a squadron of 
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4i^o^ns,.uotibrCokiii#l Fauntleiioy, siAi the Miisisaqppi 
^^gicuent of. voluuteeim under Colonel J^fiferson Davis^ 
t^e latter aumbering only 248 men* Giefteral Wool, 
V^ith about 5000 troops^ wa« encamped at Buena Vute. 
It wa$ reported that Qener^ Urrei w^s at Linares, at the 
iiead of 2000 davalry^ and a corps of artillerists* Tkece 
was some p;o«{)^Qt of << an affair" coming off bietween 
the respective forces of these two generals* 

The character of General Taylor is best displayed ty 
his actions in the present war. Every emergency in 
-which the qualities of a great commander could shine 
forth in fiiill hrillianqy, has presented him anew to the 
admiration pf his country. The reputation which he 
had acquired at Fort Harrison and Okee Chobee, inspired 
confidence at the -moment when it became known that 
he was hemmed in by multitudes of Mexicans on! the 
banks of the Rio Grande ; and when he announced that 
"he should fight the enemy, in whatever numbers he 
m^t appear,'' it was confidently believed that he would 
conquer or perisL The brilliant victories of Palo Alto 
and Besaca de la Palma, nevertheless exeited astonish* 
.ment mingled with ^^dmiration. The siege of Monterey 
was a new surprise. The hardihood of this enterprise 
was still more 'remarkable than the cool determination 
and firmness called {orth l^y the preceding battles. Such 
incidents as the following, evince the lofty spirit of 
chivalry in which the Monterey affair was conducted 
throughout i 

The first shot fired at Monterey was from one pf the 
long culverins, aimed at General Taylor himself, whilst 
r^connoitering. It struck a short distance in front of 
him and bounded over his head. " There J I knew it 
would fall short of me>'* he calmly remarked. 
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(km anecdote of !GS»p^ Taylor^ at M^otjerej, UA4 

kj his staffs baa nerer appeared in print. ]p traversing 
the fiekl of battle^ it was necessary to cross a bridge 
which was constantly swq^t by the Mexican artillery. 
When approaching it, it was agreed that they (the gen- 
eral and his staff) should cross it singly at a gallop* 
Four had crossed thus, when it came to the general's 
turn. Just as he reached the middle of the bridge^ and 
when the balls were showering around him, something 
going wrong in another part of the field attracted his 
attention. Stopping his horse (much to the discom- 
fiture of those following him)) he deliberately took out 
and arranged his spy-glass, satisfied himself, and then 
dosdng it, rode on. 

Sut the crowning glory was that terrible battle of 
Buena Vista. It reminds us of Cromwell at Duabar, but 
witJ2 the very important difference that the victory of 
Dunbar was gained by mailed veterans, the famous Iron- 
sides of a hundred battles, while that of Buena Vista 
was won by new recruits, well officered it is true, but 
elevated to the highest moral tone of military daring, 
ddefly by their undoubtiog reliance on the commander 
^* who never surrenders." All the incidents of the battle 
-which we have already narrated present the same view 
of Greneral Taylor's traits. They are all consistent, un- 
affected, simple, forming a grand wbble whidi has rarely 
been rivalled, never surpassed. 

But the imlitary resources of General Taylor's char- 
acter by no means comprise tbe whole of his merit. To 
the highest order of genius as a commander, he adds the 
noblest virtues of the man. He is always magnanioious 
in his character of a conqueror, humane towards the 
wounded and the captive, and sympathizing towards the 
friends of those who &U by his side in the field. Thi^f 
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beautiful trait is wdl expressed 'ill a fetter to the Hon. 
Henry Cla^ on the occasion of tKe death of his gallant 
son at Buena Vista. As a comporftibri'ilr has received 
the enthusiastic admiration of the lading atrthors aiid 
critics of our country ; biit its diief value consists \n 
those noble feelings of the heart by which it was dictated; 
With this letter we close our present Hotice of General 
Taylor's liife, services, and character. It shines as a sttir 
of mild but beaming lustre on his war-worn brow. 

i 

Head*Quarters Army of Occupation, y 

Agua Nueva, Mexico^ March 1, 1847. ) 

My dear Sir : You will no doubt have received, be- 
fore this can reach you, the deeply distressing intelli- 
gence of the death of your son in the battle of Buena 
'Vista. It is with no wish of intruding.upion the sanc- 
tuary of parental sorrow, and with no hope of adminis- 
tering any consolation to your wounded heart, that I have 
taken the liberty of addressing you these few lines ; but 
I have felt it a duty which I owe to the memory of the 
distinguished dead, to pay a willing tribute to his many 
excellent qualities, and while my feelings are still fresh, 
to express thfe desolation which his untimely Joss and 
that of other kindred spirits has occasioned. 

I had but a casual acquaintance with your son, until 
he became for a tinJe a member of my military family, 
and I can truly say that no one ever won more rapidly 
upon my regard, or established a more lasting claim to 
toy respect and esteem. Manly and h6nourable in every 
impulse, with no feeling but for the honour of the service 
and of the country, he gave every assurance that in the 
hour of need I could' lean with corifidehce upon his sup- 
port. Nor was f disappointed. Under the guidance of 
himself and the lamented McKee, gallantly did the sons 
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of Kentucky,, in the dnckest of tlie strife^ nphdld the 
honcHir of the state and the country. ^ 

A grateful people will do justice to the memory of 
those who fell on that eventful day. But I may be per» 
nutted to express the bereavement which I feel in the 
loss of valued friends. To your son I felt bound by the 
strongest ties of piivate regard ; and when I miss his fa- 
miliar fece, and diose of IVfcKee and Hardin, I can say 
with truth, that I feel no exultation in our success. ' 

With the expression of my deepest and most heartfelt 
sympathies for your irreparable loss, I remain, 

* Your friend, 

Z. TAYLOR. 

Hov. HsMBT Clat, New Qrleansi La. 
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Oensral William J Worth, who hat so oonspicu- 
ously distinguished his name in the present war with 
Mexicoi is one of the sons of the Pilgrims* He belongs 
to one of the oldest New England iisimilies. In early 
life he was afforded the means of a solid English educa- 
tion, and he so far availed himself of them, as to present 
invariably the appearance of an accomplished as well as 
able officer. > 

When quite young, Worth was engaged as a clerk in 
some mercantile house at Albany ; but the military 
ardour, which forms a large element of bis character, 
induced him to enlist, just before the openmgof thewar 
of 1812, as a private in the regular army* Another 
clerk was his companion, in what must have been 
esteemed by their fri<ends a rather Quixotic enterprise. 
It was not long before Worth's friend committed some 
indiscretion and was jJaced under arrest. He was in de- 
spair : Worth, instead of deserting him in his disgrace, 
told him to pluck up courage, and address a memorial 
to General (then Colonel) Scott, praying to be excused. 
The poor fellow confessed his utter inability to write one* 
" I will write one for you," says Worth ; and accord- 
ingly it was done. When it was presented. General. 
Scott read it attentively and said to the delinquent, ** Did 
you write this paper ?" 

"No, sir." 

« Who did write it ?" • 
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** Private Worth wrote it, sir.'* 

" You are excused. Send Private Worth to me.** 

On receiving this notice, Worth was apprehenave that 
he had got himself into a scrape, by attempting to get his 
friend out of one. HM l|it^i|MMt therefore may be 
imagined, when on presenting himself at the colonel's 
quarters, the following short d^alo^ue ensued. 
'/* Ate you Private Worth ?'' 
'' "I km, sir.** 

' *' Did you wiite Uns paper V*^ ^presenting him with the 
ttiemonal.) , 

^Idid,sir> 
' ••*'PW)m henceforward, sir, you are my private secre- 
tary.** 

Promotion from the government, obtained through the 
htfluence of Scott, soon followed, and on the 19th of 
If arch, 181S, he was commisdoned as first fieutenant of 
the 29d regiment of infantry. 
"fii^ first opportunity for signalizing himself, was at 
the battle of CSiippewa. 

'It was on the morning of the 4th of July, 1814, 
that General Scott advanced with his brigade and corps 
of artiflery, and took a position on the Chippewa plain,. 
haTTa mfle in front of the village, his right resting on fiie 
mer, and his front protected by a ravipe. . The British 
were feticainped in force at the village. ' ta the evening 
General Rrown joined him with the reserve under Gene- 
ral Ripley, and the artillery, commanded by Major Hi<^- 
inan. General Porter arrived tiie nejrt morning, with 
the NM- York anci Pennsylvania volunteers, and a nutn- 
bei* of Irrdhm!? of Ae Six Nations. . Early in (h^ morning 
of the 6th, the British commenced a firing on the pick-- 
ets. Captain Treat,, who com^ianded opei of /hem, 
hartily retreated, leaHng one of hfa men Wounded on 



a08uoie the commaiid of the picket, lead ittede U til<6 
f f ^^ xm ij pdd iM^'dfrthe wounded ffittl; ^i<)fa he 

onaHtipiialMd trithout loa*^ 

At liMur in lh« 4i{temiM»^ OeilMtl i^rter adtAUced, 

Ukingi^he ti^oods k'^rder ^t&Mmi his ap^noack', nnd 
in ^liopeof bfuigiAgtlidirpiidtetsafid i^oiitiiig^p 
between his line of march and the AmenCiiil eMap. In 
krif aa iKmr hte advance mee th« lightr puttier <tf the 
Biilish ki ib« W€N>ds «n d^ i«ft% Theise wene liritdn m. 
and Porter, adyancing near Chippeii^, Aie^ VAe "Whole 
BiM^ fovee appi^^hiiig in e^der d* bMtte.r Cteneral 

Scotty with his brigade and Towson's artillery^ M»t ikttA 
ck Ihe ^iAy in ftont of the Ameridan enettn|)«aeltt^ and 
WEI0! di»eofly engaged in dode aetioa wMlthe bx^ bedy; 
OiMetttl PMtef^ KSotBfoaiid gave wttf , md fled k c^ery 
^reetiW) by which Seow^ kflr An[k wan entiM^ 
wn^&f^t^d. Oaplaiii Hams^ wiA hk^ d^^ms, wad 
ordered to stop fte fagtthreff sLt dici Iiai4n«, ftttd foMt 
tlMtt in JS^t cf the camp. Tlie reiet^e weie m^w 
^i^lerijd ilf , and Oenerd Ripley p«Med> i4 the wooids in 
lift'of the l^, t& gia» the rear c^iheetietty ; bet before 
diib waft efiktted, Oeneral Seott Ittd ««»tep^ed the Bri^ 
lisb Id* retive. 

^iy whDie H&e no\^ Idl baelr, (»id weve edgerly potv 
shM by the iLtnidcasM^. Air so4n as tiiey iisaehed Hie 
islt^iiig g«Mikid deacending towafdtt dke viUngie^ their 
ift^ibiidke^ and they regmned tiieir works in aiserder; 
"itui AttMriean tr^opir pttktted unfi withki.3«aeh of thtf 
gWM ItoM t^e- wetfka ; when thaj^ Agisted ^id retirmed 
ta tlieif «!att4K The BtHAA left two^ hundred deftd ott 
Mii» g|K>iMtd; &itt^^4>«r woitnded^ bertde those in &e 
Miiycytttr^tff die atlsbtt, wb» w«ri tttnoved bael^lo fhe 
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Wdy lattocl^ii^iid two kwd»ed a»4 rigrty-cjght.iroii^riaJ 

General Browq, in bia. official . deqwitcb vgivi»g t^ 

I details of this celebrated battlj^y Sftj/S) the &mily of Gene- 

nd Saott (t<.«. bil ^s, secr«$toyy &a)^ wene oonspiea- 

QUs b tbe^fieldi' . Lijimtenimtt Sbnitb, cdT die 6di tB6uiti}s, 

tbe major ; of tb^ bcigad9» a^d Lieutcwi^ats Wo&Ta/iod 

Watts, bisv ^id». 

. Pipm>ti0A w$|B tb^ re^prard of Worth's serrioits <m 

r 

this. ooGQiiion.. Hin iCoimoifisipp a^ captoin bears dal» 
August 19tb, ],8U. 
We. will, now follow the course, of evesits to his next 

promotiwv . 

* After tia» battle of C^ppewa, the British retired In 
Fort G^oige; and General Brown took post at Queens- 
town^ where h^ raoiain^d some time, expecting reinfoisoe* 
ments and aid frpm Sacketit's Harbour, and calculating 
that witib tbesft he should be able to dislodge the Biitiib 
m^, obtainpos^ession of the Peninsula. 

On.tbe ;12tb of;J4tly, Brigadier-General John Swift, 
of the New Yoik miUtia^.witb a. detachment of 130 
iwlunte<^, leoonnoitered the British position . ^and 
wcMcks. at Fort Gepige) with a view. <^ preparing for 
4 an investment of the fort. He surprised and topk • a 
pioket guwrd of mx. men* AS^t they w^re made pripo- 
nenB, one of ih«m ahot the genend tbrpngh the body. 
The;alarm occasioned by the discharge of this gun^ im- 
mediately brought to- the, spot a British patroUng party pf 
sixty*, Genje.ral SSwjft immediately formed bis men, 
adviuM^ at their head) and coonmeaced a suc^eaafiiL 
fngfgen^ent on 4ie ppi^„ when.he fell coi^usled by 
Oi^ loss of blopd; tb^ ^^r o^i^r^ |iiiipi|it^ h^'i^ 
M ejf^msip ^ ^ir §mf^ oontmiw^ H^ lictim,.Md 



ifMit te enemy inlo tli« foit Thej tfaen r«hini«d to < 
i^iuap, beanog thair e]|iiriBg cosunander in tbeir sunni^ 
He died tbe same evei^og^ and was inteored tbe next day 
witb HulilBiy iKHiounr. 

On the IStb of Ji4y» General Brown wrote a pressing 
letter to Commodore Chauncey, informing him of his 
flitoation, and urging an immediate co.<>peration. He 
h^ard nothing from the fleet until the Ist ci September, 
when he received an answer from the commodore, dated 
the 10th oS August, stating that the fleet had not been 
ift a situation to co-*operate with him, that it could have 
aflK>rded him no essential aid in any event ; that his fleet 
W9i destined to attack the British, 'and not to act a 
subordinate part to the land foices. This p^duced a 
ibarp reply from General Brown; the CQrraq[>ondenSe 
imded ; and the general and commodore pursued their 
different objects without any co-operation. 

On the 18th, Lieutenant-Colonel Stone was detached 

. with a corps of volunteers to dislodge a party of British 
troops, who were near the village of St Ikivid's, four 
miles west of Queenstown, w^atching and attacking the 
Am^can reconnoitering partiei^ The British were 
footed and driven in ; and soon after the action, the 
villi^ was set fire to, smd burned by some AmericanS| 
without the orders or knowledge of the commanding* 
officer. On the next morning, Colonel Stone received 
an order from General Brown, stating that the accounta- 
bility &r burning the houses at St David's must rest 
with &e senior officer : that it was directly poiitraiy to 

, the orders ci government, and of the commanding 
general. Hie order conclu Jea in these \Vords, ^^ Lieu- 
tenant-Colond Stone will retire fr^m the army." 
Whether Col<Miel Stone was guilty of negligence in 
not pieventuig tte coo^agration, does not apoear« But 
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h% {(Ht^A^ col^(M^ this ^iPmfe^ilfilg^' 01 ft 
usmpattett of atrfhcutity not isrferfairfed bjr ^ hrw ; Hi^ 
clatiWBd'fliitt dh oilteef, faotdfaig ft a^tdinifoil imHier tb« 
president, holds it at the pleasure of'ihe^rtls^ ^eM^ 
tiVef, arid 'nd int^rttferfisAe swperfor dlicei' ha» b right to 
deprire'ftltti bf^hfe cbrntnattd, Mrtthotit tiWs ifrtferVcn<*&ft 
of i ctJtirt-matti^, \*fw!t« hcf tn*f ht Med by bi* p«e4«^ 
and harfe «tti opjwrftinity of eiStabBihing Im teudeeo^. 
Itfo person fit to bear acotnniissrotij^'^rotrideoffsetttl* iMft** 
dne snbjfert to the disgrttcefiri condkfem of at dismfawi 
at'llte "will of an offi<5er a grade or tvo aboire' hto. ThM 
cdttdtrcf of^ GenersJ Brotm*^ passed ^Jftfottt' eensaw?, 
atid xvals aftttded to with dpprobatitto, in ^ l4tti6f *otn ft* 
Awifetdrjr dl itatfe to AAnirrf do«*rafr. 

On the SOA, Gfeneral Brown advanced -willr Ms tosr^ 
fewardi^Fort Gteoi^, dmvie in theoutposts, andencainped* 
near the Fort, in Ac expectation that Ae British would 
6ome out and gfre 6im battle. On theS2d, he returned 
io his fottner postition at Queenstown ; here he reoerred ^ 
Itetter from <3eneral Gftines, informing him Ihdt Ae heirtrf 
guns, and the rifle regiment, ^••hich he had ordered ftom 
Sackett*s Harbour, together wi& die whole fleet, were 
blockaded; in that port, and no assistance was to ht 
expected from them'. On the 24th, he feU baA to CWp- 
itewa, and on flie'SSth, received intelligence tifet Ae 
enemy, having received large reinforcenients"from •SSflg*' 
sten, were advancing upon him. * TBe^fi«t Wgade tittdw 
Cfeneral Sfeott, Towson's artfltety, all <he ArtigotMiff aftrf 
ttioinrted tnen, were immediately put hi fiwition on fte 
lltieenstown road. 

•* On hifi' kmM' at the Niagara catStfact,l9enerfl9 SMI 
learned that thte British were in force dfredJy inhb^BiwIt, 
^parated «nly by 'a narrow pleee of Woo* liming 
idiapatcbed'UAr-iftfeffigtoce -to 'Geuend 1MiWt;%ii M^ 



K ' ■ f \ 



MoUockwtbeafttnieoii* i&ltliot^h Gfenttal Bijdqr^ 
irilii^tfaci aecaiid Itaigad^^ Mi$ov QaiidBiaD wA thfe cQ2!|iii 
oC •diileicy^ jbmI Gcnend Poober with- the vefainteMBiJ 
pMssed Ibrptard .Mfeb aMbisy^fe wm tt» hour btiaie fhi;^ 
could biB bioliig^ ii{»to hiS}St4)poit ; dMEii0 this tilDe.hii» 
Irigadft ^few sortwad the conflictf . Oendial Skott haii 
paesaed tfaroa^ the ¥»od^ and tugBogsA tte Bfitiflb om 
tibe QueenttottBr xoad^ ttith tks-9lfa^ lidi^ aadljttb 
xepmnitit tiKidfidi faurwgi haea thiM^n aai^ the* xa^hti* 
The irerik taiiopa vndcc Ganeiri Ri^Bkjr havii% aaivad^ 
■afvradtaBeed to MfieveiGen^ndScott^ whdset ailmwfiljftd; 
Irigadfr fanned a. reawe iul th& aaar.. The-firitkh 'artik« 
Icry had tahan post on axQinmncfing (un]&dnoe,;ak Ae: 
]Kad of Liindj^ Laite^siqiportad b|r aliie of linfaitEjr^ 
outofik^raacbof 1^ Ameikab batlniea. Tbaawaa ths; 
k^ a£ ths lidide paaitiaa; ioaaa iKOca fRf jiduiied* ai 
most deadly fire on the Americaai naoloL It beianB» 
n e o w n ai y «Mier to leaifO tbegniuDidy oa to<QaiT3r thiapost 
aad 9iim^ tke beif^ Ihe latletf daapalate' taak vtm 
aaargiwft to Cokwal MiHar. . 

On aeceitteg' the oider im» Cksend Bt^^ivm^ he eidmljn 
atraajiad*the.peaitbii, and amwaiady << I wiLiii nKx^^ittf f '^ 
vhichi axpfeaBioii'^iffas aJtefwiacda the maito of bb!rcgi«' 
BaaHt« llie first iseg^eDl, u&de£ the icoaaaiaabd of CoIih^ 
nsl Nidholas^ were osdered to aiciiaar the BiMrii iii£|BK: 
tsy^ and e^ipDrt.Cohitiel Milfer .ia: the afcteck, !ihim 
eoi^i afttt>a%dUbharg|9 or ttoy fafeivvto^ and. Ic^ Imai 
^krhhoat' suppaat ]VVitbont tsgaedai^ thia ^cbrar^ooe^ 
GsioMl JVfiBer adsancad oooUy and' stfnalilif iv* fain 
Q&^ct, anbd a tteaaddooa fiie^.' aad .^ dke . pomti oC 4ibq 
b^KBiet cnried/tba aiKttsty a^dlbekeigfat Tbofiaaa 
^#>se^ ijmgduttciy = twawA upon (dMi eanfl^r^ fiandral 
B9hyr<iNK«vfan»|lit«p4ka 2ftdi'^pflH&v^ to tl|«iSiqf|)Ml 
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bfaqgbt nio fine, aad the Brkkdi wmt driven fiom: die: 
bip. At dua dme Mi^r Jbesup, wkk dM Sfidi regi*- 
mtnt, was eiigB^^idd ki a most ebstiaate oonflicty wdi aU^ 
t^Britirii that rcaaaiaad W the Md. He. had «k- 
oeeded m toniiag the Brkiih 1^ iliBk. CaplBm 
Ketehum, \irith a detachment of this legimeiit, atcceeded 
in gaining the rear of the British lines^ at the point 
idiere.Cien^ratlfi^D^nimfflond and Biall, with their suites, 
had taken dieii stations, and made them all prieonenk* 
Tht Bsitish officers, mistaking tKis detachaoeHl: i>r a 
eompmy of their own men, were ofdodng them to pnss 
on to the combat, ^en Captain Kstbhnm stepped 
ferward and cooUj ohsarred, that he had the honouir to 
command at that time, and immediately condncted the 
officem aond thek suites, inlo the mar of the.Ainerican 
lines ; General firammond, in the con&sion of the 
joene, made his eoaape. 

The British ^rallied under die hill, and made a despfr* 
lala adiempt to. ff^;ain11teif artillery, and drif e the AaMii* 
cans fiom their position, but without success ; a aeooad 
and third attesftpt were made With the lilieresidt. Gteneral 
Scott wiMs^ engaged in rspeUing these atiaeks, and diougli: 
with his shoulder . fiactnred,. and .a serere woond- in the 
side,' continued Mt the. head of hia ceibimn, endeavouD*: 
ing to .tarn the eiwmy's ri^t flrak. The Tolnnteess 
lader General Porter, during the last ohwrge of die 
Biritidi, piec^itated themsehres iqion their lines, hroka 
them, and took a laq^ number of priscnMira. Genend* 
Blown, during the whole action, was at the mdet eat* 
posed points, directing and animating his tmfis. Ha 
Boeeiyed a seYeie wound on the diigfa, and m the sida^ 
and would ham 'given Ae command to Genesal Seolt» 
but on iaqpi^gy £iHuid that he was severafy.woondisd». 



He^eQiiliiMied at flie hted of In tfoifk tM ikt 1m 
eftnt of the Biiti& nm Tepubed) vfkm ibte of Mood 
oUiged him to retm ; 1^ then conirigMed the coihmand 
to Geoeral Ripley. At twelve ' o'eiock, both imrties 
retired front the fiehl to &6ir Mpeotive encampmelits, 
fiitigued end Mtiated with daiigiiter. ' The bet^ c^on- 
tmued, wMi but bttie intenni»ioii, fiK>ni flix in the after- 
noon until twelve at night. 

After Colonel Miller had talren the bttkefj, and dffren 
the British fhnn the heights, and General BLiaH and imite 
had been taken, there was a short oessationi and die 
enemy speared to be abodt yielding the ground, when 
rennforcements arrived to their aid, and the battle was 
renewed widi redoubled ftiry for miotfaer space of two^ 
hoiiis; much of this time the eombatanta were within a 
few yank of each other, and several times, oScers wer^ 
found commandbg enemy platoons. Captain Spencer, 
aid to General Brown, was despatched with orders to 
one of the regiments ; when abMt to deliver them, he 
suddenly fiHind himself in contact with a Britirii corps ; 
with great coolness, and a firm air, he inquired. What 
regiment is this ? On bemg answered, ffar JUys/ i8Mr, 
he immediately replied, Boyd Scots j remtm as you afet 
The commandant of the corps, supposing the orders 
came firom his commanding general, immediately halted 
his regiment, and Captain Spencer rbde off. Colonel 
Miller's achievement, in storming Ae battery, was of the 
most briUknt mid haEardous nature ; it was decisive of 
the evei^ of the battle, a«d entitled him and his cotps 
to the highest applause ; most of the officers engaged j|n 
that enterprise w«re k^d or wounded. The battle ^bb 
fought to the west of, and within hatf a m3e of the 
Niagam cataract. The thunder of die canndtt, the roar- 
ing of the falls, the incessant discharge of musketry, the 
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igi1[>aii. of Urn iepmg Bad %oitauyd, tHulmg Ute «br 

fin, mfakih 4he pirties ^mtoe ti^eised: it cMie eombat, 

ajfei^diwilh ii gqg&e, «r bisaicfyto'b^^iilfet wWh^m tiie 
.liifrti»Ifo£liii»9aLid»agte Theevenin§rtK«B'e&IiD,aiid 
4lw wMfli abcitie wA IttStre, when not mveloped ki 
4b}liiUi l)f Msooherfimbtheiraigaf the oontdn^iig ttimes. 
Considering the numbers engi^;ed, hw costMs hxre 
levvir !btai. mose Mbqfttiiiarf. 

iQ^Mfsl J)niBiBHmd^.flooi» afieritlic^ faotde of ^ 5tliy 
Md iweu ooMeestrating kis ibrocs^ and ^eceimg mnw 
fi9Ke0n)tol»£K»aL Kk^rtonr, iir a ^nsral Mmk tm Ihe 
Avterioaii troopSy and in the battle of tbe SSdi^tbejrw^e 
^ lA eogafedj) to ithfe aflK)aiil «f &0DO ; inimy 
iefeiited from Ihe Aytrertdf the aimy^ Lord' Wellingt^m. 
CkaemLBhowBlnid UieA in oteemng iiis expected r<riin^ 
fmnwsMktB'SDOBBo. tSackatt's EkuAwisr; jnabf/of 1m Indians 
hadkfthiaib^anid iMst4^ii]8 troopfS ia«r^ soldiers of lew 
tbieqi oiiiB j^ear'a'expeMiBe.. Bat the fenerd had done 
0«i«r3rth]6g^iAieh:his Hmited niean^ could aoebmpliBh to 
ani^e aacttfiair; W^ the aid df Oeaerai Piortor, he had 
Wiemblad a edlisideiaUe;feroe0f «Qitiaaod i^un«eers; 
hift-\iHhale''juiB^ may he ^^stottat^d at dsout 4QOO. W^ 
th^aM of hitofieeiB, he had inaffuctedy and infttaed intb 
theta^/^tml <£ brafery and discipline ^ mdvich enabled 
thfiai to mail atid saceesafollj eombat Bril^h ^eran9. 
Tbi9 WMT mqiteritiflinbly the nost mwtte and blooify 
batde Ihaf waa/faiugfat dsriBg Ifae iwak. €Re«£ft^ of -fte 
e^mbaJlMtli onaftth aMe, i^vb^e ptri; iMr^ ^ o&miKBai ^pn 
the AflMwan aSSt, fte cotDnnandiDig general and the 
aecKN^ si «Wim^ vcffit jeTead?^ wounded. Oh f^ 
BtitiMi, 4lwir eolianawki>-in«»oiisef waer nvounded, and for 
affair miniiteaA pntonar^ and 'the secotid in eotmnatrl 
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On the momiqg of tb^ 26tb> Geomils Bifkf mnA 
PiQrt^ rQC0DQaiWre4 tbe batAe-g^!OWBid» mi fmd liitif 
parties cf tl^e Britisb on tli# mwe jtrmA* .N<4t|»ir 

U0047 sqep^ of Uw preceding .night 1^ tb^ir 4iffi6i|} 
reports^ hoik claun^d tbe victdiy, Sut ^omdewg tibt 
ffMwb«r and nature of Antericda tgoqgm (xmfiuid< irith 
Jjie Britiah) the booi>«rs of the. duf mfn^itionWy 
bdoi^g ta tb« fiocinw ; ^ I^ft^r ww^.tbe foit t^'}$Wt 
ibe field; Frooo tb« leipiSi^jrQemenU iiii}uel|:thejr,h|id jfi^ 
ti^nflj rec^Vi^d bw^ Ki^gston^ tbeii: m9y.#«pt Ihe h9tr 
tie was eyidently superior to the American ; apd ^ 
btter^ und^ the (mAmaQd of dfiijM^ i^^^.^ die ^tfa , 
ffgi h9/ck to F^rtlkie. General Bnv^vn let^ed tp Bul^ 
iG»}Q, ^ndj GcoaeirP} SQOtt U>,B^avia, t^ :m^v^ |i|i)pi 
i«f)ua4s. Captain Aji4»(Qse vPti^ctr, j^m. af tthe; 
j^fice Qf New* Yoirk, and. j^d to Geiiecal, $^:fw% ynm 
PMMtally wQundcid ii^i thf^ a^ti^i^y "Mil talicii, jpiadiier ; 
(Cm«Uin I4)rip89. aid to Qfnenil {)i!VMM:>«4>wp«.|tlp# 
DBUM^ posiqDfi;, hot not wfun.ebd.. 

Soon after the battle, General Brown receiyed a pro- 
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of their aids. For obvious reasons, it is ftot accor<Hii^ 
to thie asages of "war to vtter or accept a wounded man 
m exekange for one who is- well ; but fi^m motives of 
aftction for his aid, andfromTespect to the feelings ot 
his parents, (Seneral Brown was in this instance induceil 
to liBlen to the proposition, and sent a flag to ascertain 
whether Captun Spencer was living. The fli^ witt not 
penned to see thf( prisoner, or communicate with his 
surgfcon. Oh the return of the flag, General Brown sent 
the brother of Captain Spencer, with a note to General 
Drummond, introducing die brother, and requesting that 
he might be permitted to see and attend upon him, and 
assurii^ the general that Captain Loring should be 
^9Dehang^ fer Captain Spencer if living, or fw his 
corpse if dead. The brother returned the neitt day with die 
CORPSE, bearing a note from General Drummond, claiin* 
ing the disGharge of Captain Loring ; which Genend 
Brown, fidthfiil to his engagements,' complied witfi. 

Captain Worth, lilre his patron General Scott, received 
a severe wound in this battle, which compelled him to 
remain inactive during the stirring events which fol- 
lowed it. He was, however, rewarded for his good 
oonduct in the action by being promoted to th^ rank of 
major. 

After the peace he was for a conoderaUe time sufter- 
intendent of the Military Academy at West P6int, an 
o^fee which would <mly be confided to one in whose 
dacretkm, judgment, aUlity, and high gentlemanly d^ 
portthtexAf the government reposed tmlimited confidbioe. 

Wortk was promoted to the rank of lieutenantK^olond 
by brevet, on t%e SOth of July, 1824, and was appoimted 
major of ordnance in 188S. On the 7th of July,. 1888^ 
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he wfts ^ppoiftted oobnel in ^ 9&l regime&t of in-* 

The ^war in Florida^ which furnished occasion fix a 
display oftGkneral Taylor's military skill and intrepidity, 
also presented a theatre on which Cdonel Worth was 
destined to figure. The service was one of the most 
tedious and un{Jeasant which could possibly be imposed 
upon an ardent soldii^, desirous of winning distinctioi^; 
for it consisted in hunting up the lurking-places of a|i 
insidious and savage enemy, and driving him into action. 
The Seminoles had eluded pursuit for a long time pre* 
vious to May 1841, when the conduct of the war was 
intrusted to Colonel Worth. Sickness among tibe men 
impeded Jus operations, but he was^soon aide to compel 
the surrender of several considerable detachments of hosK 
tite Indians ; and on the 19th of April, 1842, he succeeded 
in compelling a large body of Indians to fight at a place 
called PaltfUaklaha. The result, as might have lieeo 
anticipated, was a complete defeat of the eiemy, which 
was soon after followed by the surrender of. one of the 
leading chiefs of the Indians with Ins band. 

Colonel Worth had already received (March 1^ 
1842) the appointment of brigadier-general by brevet. 

After the battle of Palaklaklaha, the Florida war 
was speedily brought to a close, for the time ; and Gen* 
eral Worth was ordered to another post,; but, hostilities 
^ain breaking out, he was again ordered to .Florida; 
tat his subsequ^t service there afforded him no oppoi^ 
tunity fbr distmctibn. . 

Previous to the breaking out of op^i hostilities be* 

tween Mexico and the United States, General Worth 

iiefaig attadiedf^to the Army of Occupaction, deemed it 

necessary, upon some point of military etiquette, to rer 

^gn his commission, (le t^qs unluckily nii^ed th$ 
15 
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biittte of Palo Alto n&d Be$»QaL de b Pi^%. Wili^ 
feelmgs highly honourable to him as a soldier, be iiH 
9t^&tly withdrew his resignation ; and, beiQg restored to 
^ army, repaired with all ha«te to General T^ylor'ft 
«am]^at Matajo^oras, to share the honovirs and dangers 
of the veteran commander. 

Of course General Worth was extremely amtious &r 
^ opportunity of signalizing himself in the subsequent 
Qpex^ions of the «rmy, and this Greneral Taylor was 
determined to afiford him. The opportunity ^qpeedily 
presented itself at Monterey, where Worth was hooouied 
with a commission of the greatest importance, that of 
4Murrying the heights which commanded the place, and 
which would have proved completely impr^nable to a 
less resdate commander. 

On the 19th of September, General Taylor arrived 
before Monterey with about 6000 men. He reoomioi* 
tered the city at about 1500 to 1600 yards from the 
Cathedral front, durii^ which he was fired upon from 
the battery. His force then encamped at the Walnut 
Springs, three miles short of the city. This was the 
nearest position where the army could obtain a supply of 
water and breads and, at the same time, be beyond the 
teack of the enemy's batteries. The remainder of the 
Idth was. occupied by the engineers in making reconnoia* 
sanees of the city batteries and commanding h^hts. On 
the 20th, General Worth was ordered with his divasioA to 
Ruyve by a circuitous route to the rights togainihe Saltilki 
road, beyond the west of the town, and to stx>rm thehei^ts 
above the Bishop's Palace, which vital point the enemy 
appeared to hav« strangely neglected. CircumstaBoes 
nauaed his halt on the night of the 20th, Aott of thf 
intended position. 

On Monday, the 21st, he continued his route, and 



lUEker ail edeoimter with a large oody of the'efiinfiy'a 
eiiralrj aad infantryy suppofted by si^Uery from ihb 
lieights, he repulsed them with lbss> and finally encampetl, 
t^vering the passage of the Saltillo road. It was here dis*- 
covered that, beside the fort at the Mshop's Palaoe, and 
ibt occupation at the heights abore, two forts on conl^ 
foanding eminences on the opposite side of the San Juan 
had been fortified and occupied. These two latter 
heights were then stormed and carried-^^the guns of th^ 
iMt fort carried being immediately turned with a plunging 
fire upon the Bishop's Palace, 

On the same morning, the 21st, the 1st diviskm of 
tegular troops, under General Twiggs, and the T(4un<» 
teer division, under Greneral Sutler, were ordered under 
^rms, to make a diversion to the left of the town, in 
favour of the important operations of Greneral Worths 
The twenty-inch mortars and two twenty-four pound 
howitzers, had been put in battery the night of the 20th, 
in a ravine of 1400 yards distant from the Cathedral 
fort (M* citadel, and were supported by the 4th regiment 
of infantry. 

. At half-past eight o'clock, A. M., on the 21st, the 
order was given for this battery to open upon the cita- 
del and town ; and immediately after, the 1st division, 
leith the 3d and 4th infantry in advance, under Colonel 
Garland, were ordered to reconnoitre and skirmish 
tvith the enemy, on the extreme left of the city, and, 
should prospect of success offer^ to carry the most ad- 
vanced battery. This attack was directed by Major 
Mansfield, Engineer, and Major Kinney, quartermaster 
lo the Texas division. \ heavy fire from the first bat- 
tery was then opened upon the advance^ but the troops 
soon turned* At entering and engaging with the enemy, 
in the streets of the city^ having passed through an 
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inoeflSMit crosd fii^ from the dtadel and the fiist and 
•second batteries, and from the infantry, who lined the 
parapets, streets, and house-tops of the city, the rear ot 
the first battery was soon turned, and the reverse fire of 
the troops through th? gorge works, and killed or dis- 
lodged the artillery and infantry fronf it, and the build- 
ing occupied by infantry immediately in its rear. The 
Ist division was followed and supported by the Missis- 
m^IH, and Tennessee, and first Ohio regiments ; the two 
former regiments being the first to scale and occupy the 
fort. The success of the day here stopped. The Mis- 
fflssipp, Tennessee, and Ohio regiments, though warmly 
engaged in the streets for some time after the capture of 
the first battery, and in its adjoining defences, were 
imable, from exhaustion and the loss they had suffered^ 
to gain more advantage. 

A heavy show of rain also came up, and caused a 
suspension of hostilities before the close of the day. The 
3d, 4th, an4 1st infantry, and Baltimore battalion, re- 
Qiained as the garrison of the captured position, und^ 
Colonel Garland, assisted by Captain Ridgely's battery. 
Two twelve-pounders, one four-pounder, and one how- 
itzer were captured in this fort. 

Three officers and some twenty or thirty men were 
taken prisoners. One of the twelve-pounders was served 
^inst the second fort and defences, with captured am- 
munition, by Captain Bidgely. The storming party of 
tjieners^l Worth's divifiion also captured two nine-pound- 
ers, which were also immediately turned against their 
former owners. 

. On the morning of the 22d, General Worth continued 
l^s operations, and poitions of his division stormed and 
carried successively the heights above tBe Bishop's 
Palace. Both were carried by a command pnder Cap- 
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tain '^ton, of the 3d artillery. In these operations, die 
company of Louisiana troops, under Captain Blanchard, 
performed efficient and gallant service as part of Captain 
Vinton's command. 

Four pieces of artillery, with a good supply of ammu- 
nition, were captured in the Bishop's Palace, some of 
which were immediately turned upon the enemy's de- 
fences in the city. 

On the evjsning of the 22d, Colonel Garland and his 
command were relieved as the garrisoii of the captured 
forts, hy General Quitman, with the Mississippi and 
Tennessee regiments, with five companies of the Kentucky 
boys. 

• Early on the morning of the 23d, General Quitman, 
from his position, discovered that the second and third 
forts and defences east of the city had been entirely 
abandoned by the enemy, who, apprehending another 
assault, on the night of the 22d, had retired firom his 
defences to the m^ palace and its immediate vicinity. 
A command of two companies of Mississippi and two <^ 
Tennessee troops were throwh into the street to recon- 
noitre, and soon became hotly engaged with the enemy. 

They were soon supported by Colonel Wood's regi- 
ment and the Texas regiment dismounted ; by Bra^s 
light battery and the third infantry. The enemy's fire 
was constant and uninterrupted from streets and house- 
tops, barricades, &c., in the vicinity of the Flaza. The. 
pieces of Bragg's artillery were also used with much effi- 
ciency from the heart of the city. This engagement lasted 
the best part of the day ; our troops having driven the 
iK^attered parties of the enemy, and penetrated quite to the 
defences of the main Plaza. The advantage thus gained 
it was not considered necessary to hold, as the enemy had 
permanently abandoned the dity and its defences, except 
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IJke main Plfuca, it^ ioUnedtiite rieihit j, and thecattieditf 
fort or'dtadel, early in the aftemooo* 

G^neiral Worth assailed from the BLdiop's Palace the 
west side of the city, and succeeded in driving the enemy 
. and maintfdning his position within a diort distance of 
ttie main Plassa. On that side of the city, towards 
evening, the fnortar had also been planted in the ceme- 
tery enclosed, and during the fight, it did great execution 
id the dreumsciibed camp of the enemy pn the Plaza. 
Thus ended the operations of the 23d. 

Eariy on the morning of the 24th, a qomraunicatioh 
was sent to Creneral Taylor, from Greneral Ampudia, 
under a flag of truce, making an offer of capitulation-*- 
to which the former refused to accede, as it asked more 
than the American commander would, under any circum- 
stances, grant. [General A. wished to stipulate thtft 
he l^hould march out with all his men, arms, ammuni- 
tion, &c.] At the same time, a demand to suri^nder 
was, in reply, made upon General Ampudia. Twelve 
o'clodc, M., was the time at which the acceptance 6r 
nou'^aoceptance was to be communicated to the And- 
ean genei^al. At eleven A. M., the Mexican ccnnmander 
sent a note requesting a personal conference with Gren- 
eral Taylor, which was granted, — ^the principal officers 
of rank on either side accompanying the generals. 

After several ofiers in relation to the capitulation of 
. the city, made on either side and rei^ised, at half-part 
■four P. M., General Taylor rose, and saying he would 
give General Ampudia one hour to consider, and accept 
•or refbse^ left the e<Miferenoe with his officers — at the 
expiration of the hour, the discharge from the moitars 
to be the idgnal for the recommencement of hostilities. 

Before the e3q)iratibn of the hour, however,' ^aa officer 
was sent on the part of General Ampudia, to inform th^ 
American general that, in order to avoid the fiirther effii- 
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of blood, and tht; national honour being satisfied by 
the exertions of the Mexican troops, he had, after eon* 
sultation wilh his general officers, decided to capitulate, 
accepting the offer of the American general. 

The terms of capitulation were in efiect as foUo^ws. 
T1»t the offieefe should be allowed to march out with 
their side arms ; that the cavalry and infantry should be 
allowed to march out with *heir arms and accoutrements ; 
that the artillery should be allowed to march out with 
one battery of six pieces and twdnty-one rounds of am- 
iQimition ; that all other munitions of war and supplies 
should be turned over to a board of American officers 
appointed to receive them ; that the Mexican army should 
be allowed seven days to evacuate the city, and that the 
American ^roops should not occupy it until evacuated \ 
that file cathedral fort or citadel should be evacuated at 
ten A. M. next day, the 25th. The Mexicans were thea 
to march out, and the American garrison to march in. 
The Mexicans were allowed to salute their flag when 
hauled down ; that there should be an armr^ce of eight 
weeks, during which time neither army should pass a 
hne running from the Rinconada through Linares and 
San F^i3ando. 

The only Baltimorean or Hiiladelphian in the list of 
killed or wounded, is Colonel W. W. H. Watson, of 
Baltimore. 

Ampu'dia reported his force as 7000. It is estimated 
at 11,000. The forts that were taken were occupied by 
Ridgely's artillery, who turned the captured pieces 
against the Mexican forces, and the firing was kept up 
during the day. 

During the whole of this severe »ege, General Worth 
displayed the most perfect coolness and intrepidity. His 
services were properly appreciated by the government ? 
for. on the 3d of March, 1847, he was raised to the 
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rank of major-general by brevet, his conumssicn beiiq^ 
dated from the storming of Monterey. 

In- our notice of the life of General Taylorj we have 
already informed the reader, that after the capture of. 
McMiterey, General Worth was stationed at SaltiUo, 
where he remained until the middle of Jabuary, when he 
received orders to march with the main body of ih» 
regular forces and volunteers, which had been under his 
own and General Taylor's command, in order to join the 
expedition of General Scott, intended for the capture of 
Vera Cruz. # 

A full and accurate history of the operations of the 
army and fleet, in the siege of Vera Cruz, will be given 
in our notice of General Scott, the commander-in-chief 
of the American armies in Mexico. General Worth l^re 
a conspicuous part in the siege, and was present at the 
grand ceremony of the surrender. 

The 29th was fixed upon as the day upon which our 
army should take possession ; and on the morning of that 
day. General Scott, with General Worth and his divi- 
»oii, accompanied by the chief officers of the army and 
a large representation from the squadron, entered and 
took possession, the enemy at the same time marching 
out. As the American flag was hoisted at the Plaza, 
and over San Juan de UUoa, salutes were fired simulta-^ 
neously from the castle, the batteries of the city, and the 
squadron. General Scott immediately took up his quar- 
ters in the Palace, and invested General Worth with the 
command of the city, assigning at the same time the 
command of the castle tc Colonel Bolton ; thift of Fort 
Jago, at the southern extreipity Of the city, to Major 
Scott. Gen.Worth, however, was not destined to remain 
long in the dull routine of garrison duty ; but soon after 
took up his line of march for the city of M^co, leaving 
Vera Cruz under the government of Colonel Wilson. 
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« He. was so fortunate as to bring his division up in 
season to take a share in the brilliant battle of Cerro 
Gordo, which took place on the 17th and 18th of April. 
The share which General Worth and his division took 
in supporting the brilliant attack of the Mexican bat- 
teries by General Twiggs, will appear in the following 
extracts from a graphic account of the battle communi- 
cated by one of the Pennsylvania volunteers to the 
publishers of the Philadelphia Ledger. 

Plan del Rio, April 19thj 1847. 

We have just achieved a most glorious victory. Yes* 
terday afternoon Santa Anna's army of 15,000 men, 
posted in the hitherto impregnable pass of Vaechi, or 
Cerro Gordo, and upon the field of one of that general's 
most brilliant and successful efforts, were defeated, their 
intrenched camp, vrith 6000 prisoners, five general 
officers, and about thirty pieces of artillery captured, 
and he himself, with the broken and terror-stricken 
remnant of his army, driven as fugitives beyond the 
gates of J^lapa. Our loss does not exceed 600 killed 
and wounded, and it probably does not reach that 
amount. 

General Twiggs commenced the action day before 
yesterday, the 17th, by making a detour of seven miles 
and taking up a position on an eminence at or near Cerro 
' Gordo, in the rear, or rather flank of the enemy's lines. 
General Worth's whole division, had in the mean time 
arrived, and was despatched to support Twiggs on the 
enemy's left. The attack upon his right was given to 
Greneral Patterson's division of volunteers, to which I, 
belong. 

The opening of Twiggs's batteries on the morning of 
the 18th, was the signal for our brigade, commanded 
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by General Pillow, to move. The first Pennsylvania 
and second Tennessee regiments led the van, to whicli 
the first Tennesseeans and the second Pennsylvanians 
formed a supporting column. Orders had been given to 
our troops not to fire till the word of command had 
been given, and most rigidly were the orders obeyed. 
Although exposed to the most galling fire, the shot fall- 
ing like hail among us, and (Cutting off the limbs of the 
trees overs and around us, yet when we had taken our 
posdtion to be ready to charge the intrenchments, not a 
musket had been emptied. A more signal piece of g.l- 
lantry and coolness never before was displayed by th^ 
most well-tried and veteran troops. At this moment. 
General Pillow was wounded in the arm and left the 
field. We waited in position for half an hour without 
orders, when at leng-th we received an order to move 
away, lest we should be raked by three pieces of artil- 
lery which commanded our flank, and which, but for the 
consternation of the enemy, would have cut us all to 
pieces. We moved about twenty yards down the hill, 
when we discovered a party of the enemy gaining, as 
we thought, our rear, but soon found that it was a flag 
of truce. Our reconnoiterers reported also that a white 
flag was waving over the intrenchments, and that Santa 
Anna had retreated with the loss of all his artillery, and 
that 6000 or 7000 of his troops had surrenderee! prisoners 
of war. We marched down to the camp with our blue 
home-made Pennsylvania flag, borne by Sergeant Mat- 
thew Gilfry, waving in triumph, escorting the 6000 
prisoners to a place of security. 
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BEI6A2>I£E-Cr£N£RAL JoHN E. WoOL, who has AlS- 

ftinguifihed himsetf so remarkably during the present 
war with Mexico, is a native of the state of New Yotk, 
and entered the army as captain of the 13th regiment 
of infantry, on the 14th of April, 1812. Like the other 
veterans o( our army, who were in the service during 
the war of 1812, Wool was actively ei^ged in the 
43ampaigns of that and the fdlowing year, during whidi 
lime his bravery and good conduct merited and received* 
pF(Mnoti(m to the office of major. 

It was not, however, till the glorious campaign of 
1814, that Wool found an opportunity of signalizing 
his courage, coolness, and ability, in a separate com- 
m^d of first-rate importance. This opportunity wa^ 
afforded in the battle of Plattsburg. The best account 
of this affair is contained in the following official des- 
patch of General Macomb, in which Major WooPs 
important services are recorded and commended as they 
deserve. 

Copy of a Letter from Brigadier-General Macomb to the Secretary 
of War, dated Head Quarters^ Plattsburg, September 15, 1814. 

Sib : I have the honour to commupicate, for the in- 
formation of the war department, the particulars of the 
advance of the enemy into the territory of the United 
Staties, the circumstances attending the siege of Platts- 
burg, and the defence of the posts intrusted to my 
charge. 
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The jgovemor-general of the Canadas, Sir George 
Prevost, having collected all the disposable force in 
Lower Canada, with a view of conquering the country 
as far as Crown Point and Ticonderoga, entered the ter- 
ritories of the United States on the 1st of the month, 
and occupied the \illage of Champlain ; there avowed 
his intentions, and issued orders and proclamations 
tending to dissuade the people from tlieir aUegiance, 
and inviting them to furnish his army with provisions. 
He immediately began to impriss the wagons and teams 
in the vicinity, apd loaded them with his heavy baggjEige 
and stores. From this I was persuaded he intended 
to attack this place. I had but just returned from 
the lines, where I had commanded a £ne -brigade, 
which was broken up to form the division under Major- 
General Izard, ordered to the westward. Being senior 
officer, he left me in command ; and except the four com- 
panies of the 6th regiment, I had not an organized bat- 
talion among those remaining. The garrison was 
composed of convalescents and recruits of the new 
regiments — all in the greatest confusion, as well as the 
ordnance and stores, and the works in no state of de- 
fence. 

To create an emulation and zeal among the officers 
and men in completing the works, I divided them into 
detachments, and placed them near the several forts; 
declaring in orders, that each detachment was the gar- 
rison of its own work, and bound to defend it to the 
last extremity. 

The enemy advanced cautiously and by short marches, 
and our soldiers worked day and night ; so that by the 
time he made his appearance before the place, we were 
prepared to receive him. 

General Izard named the principal work Fort Moreau, 
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^nd, to remind the troops of the actions of Iheir brave 
Gountrymen, I caDed the reddubt on the right Fort 
Brown ; and that on the left Fort Scott. Besides these 
three works we have two block-houses strongly fortified. 
Finding, on examining the returns of the garrison, 
that our force did not exceed 1500 effective men for 
duty, and well informed that the enemy had as many 
thousands, I called on (Jeneral Mooers, of the New 
York militia, and arranged with him plans for bringing 
forth the militia, en masse. The inhabitants of the 
village fled with their families and efiects, except a few 
worthy citizens and some boys, who formed themselves 
into a party, received rifles, and were exceedingly useful. 
By the fourth of the month General Mooers collected 
about 700 militia, and advanced seven miles on the Beck- 

V mantown road, to watch the motions of the enemy, and to 
skirmish with him as he advanced : also to obstruct the 
roads with faDen trees, and to break up the bridges. 

On the lake road to Dead Creek bridge, I posted 200 
men under Captain Sproul of the 13th regiment, with 
orders to abattis the woods, to place obstructions in the 
road, and to fortify himself; to this party I added two 
field-pieces. In advance of this position was Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Appling with 110 riflemen, watching the 
movements of the enemy, and procpring intelligence. 
It was ascertained, that before daylight on the 6A, the 
enemy would advance in two columns on the two roads 

' before-mentioned, dividing at Sampson's, a little below 
Chazy village. The column on the Beckmantown road 
proceeded most rapidly ; the militia skirmished with hii^ 
advanced parties, and, ex(f ept a few brave men, fell back 
most precipitately in the greatest disorder, notwithstand- 
ing the British troops did not deign to fire on thetn^ 
except by their flankers and advanced pafjoles. The 
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.nil^t pv^rlcw I (tf4^Fed: Migor Wool to advance with a 
4et9ichmei^t of 250 meu to support the itiilifiay and set 
th^m an example of firmness. Also Captain Leonard 
of the Ught artillery was directed to proceed with two 
pieces to be oq the ground before day, y^t be did not 
4nake hjis s^pearance iiAtil ei^t o'clock^ when the enemy 
had approached within two miles of the rill^e. "Widi 
his copducty therefore, I am not well pleaj^ed. Major 
Wool, with his party, disputed the road with great ob- ' 
gtii^a^y, but the militia could not be prevailed upon to 
ftand, notwithstanding the exertions of their general 
and. staQ* officers ; although the fields were divided by 
stroi^' stone walls, and they were told that the enemy 
could not possibly cut them off. The state dragoons of 
New York wear red coats, and they bemg on the heights 
to watch the enemy, gare constant alarm to the militia^ 
who mistook them for the enemy, and feared his getting 
in their rear. Finding the enemy's columns had pene- 
trated within a mile of Plattsburg, I despatched my aid- 
de-Qamp, Lieutenant Root, to bring off the detachment 
at Dead Credc, and to inform Lieutenant Appling that I 
wifilied him to fall on the enemy's right flank. The colo- 
nel fortunately arrived just in time to save his retreat, 
and ta fiedl in with the head of a column debouching 
firom the woods. Here he poured in a destructive fire 
from his rkiemen at rest, and continued to annoy the 
Qolumn until he formed a junction with Majot WooL 
The field-pieces did considerable execution among the 
enemy's columns. So undaunted, however, was the 
#nemy, that he never deployed in his whole march, 
always pressing on in column. Finding that every rpad 
was full of troops crowding on us on all sides, I ordered 
the field-pieces to retire across the bri<%e and form a 
battery for its protection, and to cover the retreat of the 
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Appling and Wool, as v^ell as that of S^oul^ relied 
alternately, keeping up a hcisk fire until they gjc^ wdftr 
cover of the vrorks. The enemy's light troops OGCupitd 
the houses near the bridge, and kept up a c^^nstant firing 
from the windows and balconies, and amoye4 ua mvt^ 
I ordered them to be driven o^t i^ith hpt shpt^ wliieh 
soop put thehQuses in fUun^s, and ot^igsd t)ieaa rii^rp- 
shooters to retire. The whole day^ uptil it waer too )«te 
to see, the enemy's lig^t troops endt^s^voured to drive 
our guards from the bridge, but they s^ered d^y fiMr 
their perseverance. An attempt was also s^ade to eifos^ 
the upper bridge, where the militia bandsoo^^ly drCiT^ 
them back. 

The column which marched by the hke road-wtv 
much impeded by th^e obstructions, and the ren^on^^kl of 
the bridge at Dead Cr^ek, and, as it passed theeraek 
and beach, the galleys kept up a lively and gtUipg fitQ. 

Our troops being now on the south side of the Sfo^' 
nac, I directed the planks to be taken off the bridged 
and piled up in the form of breast-works to cover bur 
parties intended for dii^uting the passage, which ^fat* 
wards enabled us to hold the bridges against veiy mpfy' 
rior numbers. 

From the 7th to the 11th, the enemy was employed: 
in getting on his battering train, and erecting bis b^tle^i 
ries and approaches, and constantly skim^ishing at the* 
bridges and fords. By this time the militi$i of New 
York, and the volunteers of Vermont were pouri&g in 
from all quarters. I advised General Mooers to keepi 
his force along the Saranac to prevent the ei^emy's cross- 
ing the river, and to send a strong body in his rettr to 
harass him day and night, and keep him in oontinueal' 
alarm. t 
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Hie militia behaved with great sphit after the first 
day, and the vohinteers of Vertnbnt were exceedingly 
serviceable. Our regular troops, notwithstanding the 
skirmishing and repeated endeavours of the enemy to 
cross the river, kept at their work day and night, 
strengthening the defences, and evinced a determination 
•to hold out to the last extremity. ' [ 

It was reported that the enemy only waited the arri- 
Tal of his flotilla to make a general attack. About eight 
in the evening of the Itth, as was expected, the flotilla 
appeared in sight round Cumberland Head, and at nine 
bore down and engaged our flotilla at anchor in the bay 
off the town. At the same instant the batteries were 
opened on us, and continued throwing bomb-shells, 
shrapnels, balls, and congreve rockets untS sunset, 
"vdien the bombardment ceased, every battery of the 
enemy being silenced by the superiority of our fire. 
The naval engagement lasted but two hours, in full view 
of both armies. Three eflbrts were made by the enemy 
to pass the river at the commencement of the cannonade 
and bombardment, with a view of assaulting the works, 
and he had prepared for that purpose an immense number 
of scaling-ladders. One iattempt to cross was made at 
the village bridge, and another at the upper bridge, and 
a diird at a ford about three miles from the works. At 
the two first he was repulsed by the regulars, at the ford 
by the brave volunteers and militia, where he suflered 
severely in killed and wounded, and prisoners ; a con- 
siderable body having crossed the stream, but were 
either killed, taken, or driven back. The woods at this 
place were very favourable to the operations of tlie 
mflitia. A whole company of the 76th regiment was 
here destroyed, the three lieutenants and twenty-seven 
men taken prisoners, the captaip and the rest killed. 
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I cvuiot forego die pleasure of h^e stating the f;id- 
lant conduct of Cq)tam M'Glassin, of the 15th. regi- 
menty who was ordered to ford the river, and attack %, 
party constructing a battery on the right of the enemy's 
line, within 500 yards of Fort Brown, which he hand- 
somely executed at midnight, with fifty men ; droye off 
the working-party, consisting of 150, and defeated a 
c^overing party of tne same number, killing one officer 
and six men in the charge, and wounding many. . 

At dusk the enemy withdrew his artillery froip the 
batteries, and raised the siege, and at nine, under cover 
of the night, sent off in a great hurry all the baggfge he 
could find transport for, and all his artillery. At two 
the next morning the whole army precipitately retreated, 
leaving the sick and wounded to our generosity, and the 
governor left a note with a surgeon, requesting t^ 
humane attention of the commanding general. ^.; 

Vast quantities of provisions were left behind, and 
destroyed, also an immense quantity of bomb*sheU% 
cannon-balls, grape-shot, ammunition, flints, &c., &c., 
intrenching tools of all sorts, also tents and marquees. 
A great deal has been concealed in the ponds and 
creeks, and buried in the ground, and a vast quantity 
carried off by the inhabitants. Such was the precipitance 
of his retreat, that he arrived at Chazy, a distance of 
eight miles, before we discovered he had gone. The 
light troops, volunteers, and militia pursued immediately 
On learning of his flight; and some of the mounted 
men made prisoners five dragoons of the 19th regiment, 
and several others of the rear-guard. A continual fall 
of rain and a violent storm prevented fiirther pursuit. 
Upwards of 300 deserters have come in, and many 
are hourly arriving. 

We have buried the British officers of the army and, 
16 
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navy mxh the hwwwrs of war, attd ^hovnt evei^ sttfen- 
tioH' aofid kindness to those who hate fellen into otir 
hands. 

Hie <;onduct of the officeis, non-commissioned officers^ 
afod sokliei«.of my command, during this tfying occa* 
sion, cannot be represented in too high terms, and I feel 
ft my duty to recoiilimend to the particular notice tut 
government, Lieutenanft-Coli)nel Appling of tie 1st rifle 
corps : Major Woo!, of the 29fli ; Major Totten, of the 
feorps- of engineers ; Captain Brooks, of the artiHery ; 
Captain, M'Glassin, of the 15th ; Lieutenants de Russy 
ttnd Trescott, of the corps of engineers ; Lieiitenant^s 
Smyth, Moontford, and Cromwell, of the artillery ; also 
liiy aid-de-^camp,. Lieutenant Root, who have all dis- 
tifigitished themselves by their uncommon zeal and ac- 
tS?ntyy and ha?e been greatly instrumental in producing 
the happy and glorious result of the siege. 
' I have the honour to be, with sentiments of profound 
respect, ?», your most obedient humble servant, 

ALEX. MACOMB. 

The Io89 of the enemy in killed, wounded, prisoiMers, 
and deserters, since his first appearance, cannot iUl 
short of 2600, including many. officers, among whom 
is Colond Wellington of the Buffs. 

Major WooPs services on this important occasion 
were rewarded by promotion to the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel by brevet, the department of war taking care td* 
specify that it was for his gallant conduct at the battle 
of Plattsburg. 

During the long peace which followed, Colonel Wool 
iras employed at the different posts of the regular army, 
where his presence was required by the exigencies of the 
service. On the 27th of April, 1816, he wa« created 
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y^B.f» after, April 39th, 1826, he teeeitBd.llie appoint^, 
ment of brigadiiBr^generfiJ, his te'etet. His ccwoxxu^sioil' 
as brigadier-getieiali dates Jifne 29th, 1841. 

When tke Mexican ^ar had been so gloriotu^ly c6t(i*) 
Boenoed on the Rio Grande, a force wais directed 16 be> 
organized by General Wool, to Jbe styled thfe Cei^tral 
I>ivi&ion of the Ahny of Meidoo. ' Its operatioiis batve 
been but little noticed amoog tbeoth^ intierestia^ d^ 
tatilS'Of the war, because the march of this portion of 
tlie troops was through an unfrequented part cff the 
oountry; and also because this division beoasi/^. niterged 
iii the main body under General Taylor^ dui-ip^ the 
period which elapsed betwieen Idie capture of Monterey x 
and the flunous battle of Buena Vista. Of this 'klter. 
battle we have already giyen an extended account, aml^ 
we now propose to give the reader a transcript in full 
of a letter addressed to the accomplished edijtor of the; 
Ke^ York Spirit of the Tim^, in whicb a fall a^cqilnt 
16 given of the oi'ganization of this division of the sfrmy ' 
Tbe reader will pardon us forinserting the long li^s of 
canoes. When hfe comes to compare them with Genera 
Taylor's detailed report of the battle of Bu^na Yis^ 
whare they are neariiy all noticed vrith strong eoauneft 
dfttion. No other course could show the reader s<. 
dearly, how large a share of the glories of Buena Yisli 
is to be ascribed to General Wod and his ccocomand. ' 
j The letter i« as fallows: 

Sav Antokio D£ Bejab, \ , 
Tejasj Oct rl4, 1846» J 

I ' My deab Mr* PoaTxa — ^You see by the orthogxaph} ; 
of the above, Hiat I am progressi^ according to the. 
rules of the Academy. I shall, no doubt, soon learn to. . 
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talk Spanish, and if I escape being obliged to ioalk it, I 
shall do well. The left wmg of General Wool's divi- 
fflon leaves San Antonio for the Presidio del Rio Orande, 
to-day. In the hurry and '^ thousand things to think 
of," incident to the morning of marching, I can only 
catch a moment here and there, which I can employ for 
yoiHT particular benefit. ' 

Our army — ^that is, " The Central Division, Army 
of Mexico," nobody seems to know anything about. 
The newspapers have nothing in them in relation to it, 
and for that reason I have '^ taken my pen in hand," 
with a determination that our whereabouts shall be 
known, whether or not. What I write will not smell 
much of the camp, or make pretensions to particular 
smoothness of style, or harmony of diction ; but when 
you come down to the bare facts, you will find my^ 
letters full of " nothing else." There is no time here 
for poetry. 

It was the last of August before all the various 
detachments which had been ordered here to compose 
this division, arrived. As soon as they had done so, 
they were actively employed in oi^anizing, drilKiig, 
man<BUvering, &c., preparatory to taking the field. 
The stores, both of subsistence and ammunition, came 
in but slowly, as they had to be hauled in wagons from 
P<Mrt Laraca, on the Gulf — a distance of 150 nnles ; 
and sufficient means for transporting them, were not 
supplied in season to bring them all on at once. It 
was the 25th of- September before these stores had 
accumulated here, over and above the necessary quan- 
tity for the daily use of the troops, to allow the general 
to commence his campsugn. By that time a train of 
wagons large enough for the advance had been collected, 
ind the 26th was appointed as the day on which that 
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portion of the ifivisioii should move. It was composed 
of the following troops :— 

I Colonel W. S, Harney, 2d dragoons, in command. 
^ First Lietitenant Daniel H. Rucker, 1st dragoons^ 
acting assistant adjutant-general. 

Captain Osborne Cross, assistant quartermaster. 

Dr. Josiah Simpson, assistant surgeon U. S. A. 

Dr. WilKam Levely, assistant surgeon U. S. A. 

Captain Robert E. Lee, U. S. corps of engineers. 

Captain WiDiam D. Fraser, U. S. corps of engineers. 

Captain George W. Hughes, U. S. corps of topo- 
graphical en^neers. . 

First Lieutenant Lorenzo Sitgreaves, U. S. corps of 
topograpiucal en^eers. 

Lieutenant Wflliam B. Franklin, U. S. corps of to- 
pographical engineers. 

Captain John M. Washington, 4th artillery. 

First Lieutenant John P. J. O'Brjpn, 4th artflleiy. 

First Lieutenant Thomas L. Brent, 4th artillery. 

Second Lieutenant Henry M. Whiting, 4th artillery. 

, Total. AggregaU. 

These' are the officers of Washington's 

light artiUery, (Company « B," 4th 

artillery,) which numbered for duty, 

and able to march . . .96 99 

One squadron 2d regiment U. S. dra- 
' goons, composed of " A" and " I'* 

Companies — able to march . .118 124 
The officers composing this squadron were 

Bvt. Maj. Benj. L. Beall, 2d dragoons, 

First Lieut. John H. Hill, « 

First Lieut. Dan. G. Rogers, « 

Sec'd Lieut. John Y. Bicknell, « 

Sec'd Lieut. Jas. M Hawes, « 
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r One batta^oif of .Ugbt'i8&i54ry,*<Joi*i- '■ ' - • 
posed of three companies of tba $& 
U.S. infantry, and 'Qite of Kaa^cjqr . . 
volunteers — able to. inai^ch . • .863 4BS6 
These are the officers pf tbat battalloii, 
so far as I have been able to ascettajii — 
Major B. L* E» BcomevUley 6t)i U. 

S. Infantry, ; . 

Captam William Hoffman, " 

Captain Albemarle Cady, ^' 

Captain John .Williams, ^Keirtueky 

volmiteers. 
First- Lieutenant Edw. H, Fita- 

gerald, 6th infantry A. C S. 
First lieutenant Leonida^ Wetmore, 

6th Comg. Com. 
Second Lieutenant Edwin Havre, 6th, 
Second Lieut^ant William Read, 
. 5th U. S» bfantry. ' 

Brevet Second Lieutenant William . 
Rhea, 6th U. S» infantry, 
(Three subalterns of Captain Williams' 
company .of Kentucky volunteers, 
names not kno^vn.) 
Stk companies of .Arkansas mounted 

volunteers. Their cdllective stretigtii ' 

of men able to march, was . . 392 421 
■ Col. Arch. YeU, Arks* Mtd. Vol. 
Lieut. Col. J. S. Roane, " " 
First Lt. G. Meares, Adjt. " " 
Capt. Albert Pike, *« « 

Capt. John Eueston, Jr., " " 
Capt. John Dillard, « • " 

Capt. Danley,. <* *'< 



Capt. Rorter, Ayk. Mtd^vol. 
Capt. Ingiish, " " 

(Subalterns' uames notkspvA*) 
Two companies ("A" and "I") 1st . 
regiment of Illinois volunteers, eom-' 
manded by Captain Morgan, of tbe 
' Quincy riflemen, .... 15Q 156^ 
Two companies (« B '' and " H '') 3d 
regiment of Illinois Tolmiteers, com- 
manded by Captain Webb of the 2d 
regiment I» V, . • • - . 135 141 
One company of pioneers, unck^r the 
direction of Capt. Lee, and niunbering 30 

Advance— with 66 officers, , . . 1171 1237'. 

Two boats had been constructed at this place by 
Captain Fraser, Engineers, by which the divvslpn is to 
cross the Rio Grande. They were taken apart and 
transported thither in wagons. The general direAted 
that all the men who were unable to march fifteen miles 
per day should, be left behind, to come up with other 
troopS) should they recover from sickness, and regaip 
their strength. ^ 

This force started on the morning of the 26th Sep- 
tember. Every man in fine spirits, and every company 
in the best possible fighting order. Captain Washington 
had a fine battery of six brass pieces — two twelve-pound- 
ers and four six-pounders — and a good supply of ammunir 
tion for them. Two ijaore brass six-pounders are to be 
forwsurded from here. These are to be added to hij 
battery, and will i-each Jiim at the Rio Grande. 

On the morning of the 29th September General Wool, 
staff, and escort (one squadron of 1st regiment U. S. 
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dragoons) left San Antoiflo for the Rio Grande. The 

oiScers were — 

Brigadier-General John E. Wool, U. S. army. 

First Lieut. Irvin McDowell, 1st artillery, A. D. C. 

Bvt. Sec. Lieiit. Francis T. Bryan, Top. Eng., addi- 
tional A. D. C. 

Capt. James H. Prentiss, 1st artillery, asst. adj. gen. 

Capt. William W. Chapman, asst. quartermaster. 

First Lieut. Marsena R. Patrick, 2d infantry, A. C. S. 

Dr. Charles M. Hitchcock, asst. surgeon, U. S. A. 

Major David Hunter, paymaster, U. S. A. 

Sec. Lieut. Charles P. Kingsbury, ord. department. 

Captain Enoch Steen, 1st regiment U* S. dragoons. 

Captain William Eustis, " " 

Sec. Lieut. Abr^m Buford, " . " 

Sec. Lieut. Joseph H. Whittlesey, " " 

The squadron of 1st Dragoons was composed of " A" 
and " E" companies, and numbered 131. 
Aggregate of all the force which left on the 29th, 144. 
Colonel Sylvester Churchill, inspector-general U. S. 

army, was left in conmfand of the forces remaining at 

San Antonio de Bexar, which forces were to be for- 

^warded on to join the general at the Presidio del Rio 

Grande, as fast, as means of transportation would allow. 
On the 2d of October eight companies of the 1st 

regiment Illinois volunteers took up their line of march. 

This force was commanded by 

CoL John J. Hardin, 1st regiment Illinois volunteers. 

His field and staff officers were — 

Lieut-Col. Weatherford, « « « 

Major Warren, " ^ " 

Captain Robert H. Chilton, A. Q. M., U. S. anny. 
Dr. Herrick, assistant surgeon (by the new law). 
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Dr.' ^abriskie, acting asristant sturgeon (by appoint- 
ment). 

Fiiist Lmt. W. H. WaUace, adjutant Ist re^ment 
Illinois volunteers. 
The captains of companies were — 

Captain Mower, 1st regiment Illinois Tolunte^ers. 
Captain Fry, " " 

Captain Zabriskie, « ' «c 

Captain Richardson, ** ** 

Captain Crow, " - *• 

Captain Wyatt, « •• 

Captain Montgomery, ** ** 

Captain Landon, " " 

The total of Colonel Hardin's command was 538 — 
36 officei;^ — ^aggregate, 674. 

This command was also in fine order, and not encum- 
bered by any men miable to march fifteen miles per day. 
The last intelligence received here from General 
Wool was dated at his head-quarters on the evening of 
October'Sth. He had overtaken Colonel Harney and 
the advance, and was then encamped 25 miles only 
fifom Presidio del Rio Grande. By his table of dis- 
tances from one watering-place to another, for the whole 
route (and giving an account of the grazing, &c., for 
the information of the forces to succeed him), Presidio 
is estimated to be 157 miles from San Antonio. The 
water abounded in sufficient quantities, and at intervals 
short enough to prevent the necessity of transporting 
it, except for a part of one day's march, for the whole 
way. The grazing is also reported as being generally 
good, except at the Leona and Nueces rivers. 

Since writing the foregoing, another express has 
arrived from the general, with communications dated 
the 11th instant. He had arrived at the river on the 
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.t^tbf aj)d ue^y the w^tole of fhe l4vaiiQe bud <?f (ipsed 
Mnthout opposition, and was already in Mexico, TJhe 
^ol^wiitgotdfr wi» piilflished M tbe troops ini.lheBtli: — 

♦ 
Il£AI>QVARX«RS| CiVP OK T^IT RiO GftAKfif , ) 

neqr Prtsidio^ 9th Octolm'^ 1846. ) 

(6rde^No. 890 

Soldi^s! — ^Aftet a Iong.and tedious maieh) you l^ve 
arrived gp the bank of the Rio Giande.. In the per- 
formance, of this service the commanding general iias 
witnessed with the greatest ;pleasure your potience^^pod 
order^ ajvl perseverance under many deprnvations and 
hardship^^ All have done, their duty> and ina mdimer 
that reflects the highest C3f^dit on both pfficers and men. 
From this remark he would not except his staff, who 
have actively and zealously devoted themselves to the 
service ; whilst Captain Cross has been eminendy SU4> 
cessful in forwai:ding bis long train of suppUeSi without 
delay or seripus acpident. 

To-morrow you will cross the Rio Grandi^ and oo* 
cupy the territory of our enemies. We. have notcpmc 
to mfdiie war up^n the people or peasantry of the coun* 
try^ but to (Qompel the government of Mexiqo to render 
justice .to the United ^tsfjtes. The pef^le, therefore^ 
who do not take up^anps against the United States, and 
remain quiet and peaceful at their bomes^ will not be 
molested or interfered with, either as regards their per* 
sons or property; and all those who furnish suj^es 
will be treated kindly, and whatever is received fiom 
them will be liberally paid for* 
- It is expected of the troops that they will observe the 
most rigid discipline and subordination^ All depreda- 
tions on the persons or property of the people of the 
country are strictly forWdden ; and any soldier or fol- 



}xmtr of the C9mp who may so &r forget his duty as 
to violate this injunctioQ, will be severely punished. 
By command of GSeneral Wool, 

(i^g&ed) Jambs H. Paenti^s, Asst. Adj. Gen. 

A report reached San Antonio last evenings that -the 
Mexicans had assembled a force of 7000 at Monclova, 
to arrest General Wool's advance ^t that place ; atid it 
is also reported that Santa Anna ha^ taken command of 
his army in person, and 'already established his head- 
qoarters at Saltillo. 

The rear of the central division leaves hei^ tUs day, 
to join the general. The officers are*^ 

Colonel Sylvester Churchill, infipector-geperal U. S. 
A., commanding. ' 

First Lieutenant J. Henry Carlton, 1st dragoons, aidb- 
.de-camp. 

Major .Chariei^ Thomas, quartermaster U. S. A. 

Captain Davis, A. Q. M. (Under new aet.}' 

Captain Howard, A, C. S. « « 

Dr, JBMward B» Price, surgeon, " « 

Dr* J. Ham White, Surgeon, « <* 

Msjor John B. Butler, paymaster, « « 
. CaiMiain George A. H. Bldce,.2d dragDons, command 
iog detachment of artillery dragoons and: iitfantry. 

Brevet Second Lieutenant James Oaks, 2d dragoons^ 
on duty with Captain Blake. 

Two companies of Arkansas mounted volunteers, com** 
matided by Captain Wm. G. Preston and Captain Huntea 

Colonel WiUiam H. Bissell, commanding 2d regit* 
ment Illinois volunteers. 

Lieutenant-Coloner Morrison, 2d regt Illinois vol's. 

Mqor Trail, « " ' 

S^ven companies only of the 2d regiment march with 
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^lis command — ^two haviug gone ^ith Colonel Harney, 
and one (Captain Hacker's) left as a guard to this place. 
They are commanded by the foUowbg officers : 

Captain Wheeler^ Captain Baker, 

Captain Coffee, Captain Armstrong, 

'Captain Lemon, Captain Lott. 

Captain Miller, 

One company of Texas volunteers, commanded by 
Captain Charles A. Seefeld. (Names of subalterns not 
-known.) 

The whole of this command numbers, aggregate, 724. 

With the next train of wagons. Major Solon Bor- 
land, with the remaining two companies of Arkansas 
Tolunteers, is to come up. They are commanded by 
Captain 'Moffitt and Captain Patrick, and will number, 
aggregate, 150. 

Then aJl the forces of this division will have left for 
the field, and will number, all told, only 2829. 

The G:eneral will probably establish a depot for stores 
somewhere in the inferior beyond Presidio^l when the 
rainy season commences, he no doubt desires to have 
the distance for immediate and frequent transportation 
as short as possible. It is thought by many here that 
we shall have a hard struggle before we capture Chi« 
huahu2u Let that be as it may, we will all try to rendar 
our country a good account of ourselveis. 

I shall write you again from the Presidio del Bio 
Grande. You have in this crude letter the different 
corps, and the strength of each ; and when they are 
mentioned in future letters, you can refer to this for 
many data which will in them be necessarily suppressed. 

The. northwestern frontier of Texas, during our ad- 
vance, will be protected by a military police, composed 
of four or five companies of mounted rangers, three of 
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"wbich have already been mitstered into ihe service of 
the United States for twelve months. 

Our side have all been left here in general hospital, 
under the care of Dr. John C. Glen, assistant surgeon 
U. S. A.; and Captai9 William Wall> 3d artillery, is to 
remam in command of the post. 

I ain very truly yours, J. H. C* 

The army described in the foregoing letter advanced 
into Mexico under General Wool's command. On 
arriving at Monclova, Greneral Wool, learning that there 
was no pass across the mountains to Chihuahua, pro-* 
ceeded to Parras, and thence to SaltUIo, where his 
division remained till called upon to take part in the 
battle of Buena Vista. , 

The battle of Buena Vista afforded a splendid oppor^ 
tunity for displaying the courage, coolness, and military 
ability of General Wool. To him the details of the 
battle were confided by Greneral Taylor, and nobly did 
he justify the confidence of his commander and brother 
veteran in the service. His zeal, efficiency, and gal* 
lantiy were not surpassed by those of any officer in thcj 
field. He led the main body in person, and was every- 
where seen rallying and encouraging the volunteers; 
while his. excellent judgment was conspicuously dis- 
played in ordering the various rapid movements, which 
were called for by the terrible emergencies rf those^ 
tiying hours. Throughout the whole action he was con- 
stantly employed in making the various dispositions of 
the forces, and encouraging them to the onset The 
only complaint made against him, was that he exposed 
himself too much. The ruse of masking a battery of 
artillery, charged with grape, by interposing a body of 
infantry between them and the advancing enemy, until 
they were within point-blank shot, and then ordering the 
infantry to fall back and pouring in a deadly fire, which 
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reputsed tii6 treriiendbus inaaiei of the enemy with great 
slaughter, is ascribed to his prompt presence of mind: 
dn fiSioi* than one occasion the fate dl that Moody day 
was d€ftennin€:d by the skill and ability of Wool; Next 
to General Taylor, he Was the aegis of the £ffmjr, the 
conquering sword and protecting shield. 

The anfecdote of their mectbg at the close of the 
action is characteristic of the men, and ,the occasipn. 
'*BIucher and Wellington like,'' says an eye-witness, 
^ 6enerals Taylor and Wool met after the retreat com- 
mehced. General Wool rushed between the arms of his 
brother veteran, and congratulated himself upon the 
fevourable result of the day's trial. General Taylor 
playfully retorted : < Oh ! it 's impossible to whip us wheu 
we all pull together.' "i A happier comment on the 
benefits of united action was never made. 

In his official despatch General JTaylor did not omit 
to notice the excellent conduct of his tried and gallant 
friend* He says, « I may be permitted here, however, 
to acknowledge my great obligations to General Wool, 
the second in command, to whom I feel particularly in- 
debted for his valuable services on this occasion." 

This notice occurs in General Taylor's first despatch, 
where no other sdmilar one appears. In his detailed 
report we find the following warm commendation. 

"To Brigadier-General Wool my obligations are 
especially due. The high state of discipline and in- 
structions of several of the volunteer regiments was 
attamed under his command, and to his vigilance and 
arduous service before the action, and his gallantry and 
activity on the field, a large share of our success may 
justly be attributed. During most of the engagement 
he was in immediate command of .the troops thrown back 
on our left ftank. I beg leave to recommend him to the 
favourable notice of the government." 
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BsiQAiriEli-GisirsiiAL . Datip £. TwiQ&k is B' nftlke ;of 
the stateof Geoigia.. He enteied Hu^ wmgr a» eqitaMi 
of the 8th regiment of io&ntry^ on the 12th.ef Maacfa, 
I812y served with disfditetion ki the^^to of\lSl£iy:i«ie 
Iffiomoted to the office of major an the 14th df Moff lfiS5^ 
■and ^v^ miuk colonel of the 2d legiaentiofidangcMM 
^ the 8th of June, 1836, 

At the commencement of (be pJreseU wBrwith Mndoo, 
Ccil5del Trvfggps^s tegiineiit fbrmed ft part of the Army 
aT OccupatiKW ; and through the yrhci^ convse «& ofeanh 
fierns he han %i»iied among the n;K)8fc ^(s&v^ attd useikil 
officers in the field. ^ » 

On Ihef 25th of M^ch, 1816, we find ColQiiel; Tw%gs 
4(^MkeA by Creriera) Taylor.for the' serviee df oapliluwf 
Point IsahelrWhMi^ was hdd by Genend; Gajmnotlf a 
lb|ce of .250 p^ep, compoj^d of ^)&litty. vid aittiHeiy. 
The public. bvildii^ were set on file by the: Mexican 
Q^thoiities at the i^roach o£ ^ Aiiiericaiis>. and the 
«o]diersi ^ inh»bit$qitSy -^ith Qener^l.C^amft atr' their 
head, incontinently took to flij^ti epoai^i^ jlv9t:]|i tan^ 
tp a]^id the swqrds of Colondi Twig|p's diagofm, HLho, 
ho^v^, imvediii.the town In ^ea^on . to aaT^ a £^w iif 
the bucning hous^. \ . . • r 

At the battle <^ Palo AUoy. Colonel Tfdgga eosih 
m^ded the whole of the right wing, eoti^riopg MoI#f 
tqSk^M infantry^ Ringgold's ^iUeiy, Mp^a und A}Ifn's 
infai^) Churchill's artillery, part of , the fourth h|ijgii4f 
m^der Gajrk^Q^, ^pd the dragopn^ <^f 'Kerr mi- .-^^ 
17 
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How the several parts of his command distinguished 

themselves in this great battle is already familiarly 

known to the reader. His humanity to the wounded 

after the battle was b^ r^ommc^pii^ydiS his courage and 

coolness in actiofi. * Kt'xhe Dktofe of Resaca de Ja 

Palma, Colonel Twiggs's services were also recognised 

teoaC.^goeat itfsportaiice^ atid'tio bim wei^ hitfti^ted'the 

makpgemtnja^i^sptc^ig the'exkhai^ «)f pi'i^ftK)!® aftei- 

Ae.biitllt.^ He i^SD ted.diei i^an at ti^et i^ptta4 bf 

dfct^Mottsi «aid'(Ai' il» fttlifig faiio fih«/ hanAi of l&b 

fBSiiAiffBEda-y he -^^ -i^okted' ^«rhof '^f 'iie tovm, 

iik'iniuilai^inBistQr of detaliiig with the toguish J^fi^t- , 

feet of the place is humorousl;9'nottcad HyVUL ^hisrf^ 

4irla»T<^ Aawf 'OR 1d»» flip <j^ 

V n€R»l8ttfeI-T^ti%g^:i»!mei^sfai}the 8&i^ 

•fren^' v^f loroperlj ' sotii^ bf tlid gov^raniei^t ; Vbo^ 

M ^ei^aOth/of iJttfife, 4846, promoted b^ t^khe imk 

of brigadier-general. • 

' ; ^¥bnx-1it^ liibe !te^^pkrt]<&p^M^ii^'the -kbo«M «nd 

Tftkm'M i&^yal Td^kf, ti^til ^ik 1^ Ilik )Mbr« 

MbtM^i^y, Si^hbiis the'm^istl^tduidiiis ^iVi«^.Waii^dbsigiidt 

tty^tiilif; ^It'TiCfnfbe ¥e<^ll^<Hi6d. b3r'oiir'¥^aidep> )6a^ 'M 

tlib ItUtet^i ft^gfiil^ber to'itiftke a^dii^r^dft lo^tiiei'l^ft 

. ^Iil[ fllffl^ '' opened 'Ut)ob ^tihb '^itoM ^and^ ^^> iMiiK 
Ik^^fihit MlMfiMn i^ni «»iftdvanee,itti^']jktyii^'>Wldl 
the enemy, and, if possible, carry •Ae'iiii)iS%''^i(9^Ne^(9(»l 

'^^thi6 ^Oifts^ f Iras oa^tQ^M wi^re >&6i4' bj" -^tils ^dl^pito^ 
tfe«istelv«3'!ftl-4h€i >et^i!i^. <rf tt»'stl«rtia %"r^*»** 
Ute'-wfewrted ^rJhoR was relieved by ta^ier^ QW** 
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man's troops. They nevertheless participated in the 

se^ea^ Street-fighting of ffie third day, S^rhich brought 

on'theiprapgaitiiQn ibr surrender on the fourth. 

^ We ffefisr triiir xe^krs to Aet terjf fidl anfl -acozltte 

^Kieetoaifs ^irUoh we iiffife abei^ 

fsaiitote of Stottoniy, uk:oiir £ft of £l«ii£rai XBjdor^ «i 

well as to his official despatches, for notices of Hat ''pa» 

ibulwr i^rtiakcii b}' GtnJeraT Twiggs) in this 'gU36us 

Afkt the Cloture of Mqntiereyj, General Twiggs (ww 
0fi)ciipkd in ganasoning with hk ctiyisidn that<ahdtbft 
^er posts which Ml in^ lihe hakids^f the Anusncans; 
until thi^ ^rand xDbvjement on Yera. iCruzobcasianed 
GeKiei^ Scott to •di^adi him, with his ;diviaioiz, from 
OenQml Taylor's tominahd. He wias thus prevehted 
Stixax ftfaaxing the glories and perils of Bueha; Yisla '^ but 
lie bore acQ hoiioTBr&ble and conspicuous part in the siiega 
imd capture of Tera: Cruz. 

Adciirding to the latest advixses from l!he avtiy, Oene^ 
md Twiggs took up his line of maxik JBrpm ibe ;camp 
neat Y^ra Cruz towards Jaiapa, wiidi acoiucim of 2S00 
toeUf on the 3d of April.. Cdonsl Harney, -vMl 500 
dtagoens, had preceded, and Colon^ Bankhead, with 
the 2d: raiment of drtillery, and a hmgrtraiBr, was td 
fi:)Uow iGe&erar Twi^. 

In tha future (^rations of theasmy, we Qoiubt not 
that the skill and bravery of this veteran commandet 
wis |)rov« of grisat service to iiie .caiise in; which he is 
esigag€»l. ¥o officer appears to hare insinred greatat 
tonfidenf^e i^ his capacity for every /eaxirgency whkb 
^ev!!ar.iaay hereafter present. 
. The feUowiog report of General Tvidggs 'Aows thtf 
ipart tskesi bjf his division, at the opening; of the siegd 
^Y*eraCruz. 
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« 

' ; • • •. . 

fHj:AD<>QuABT!s:R8, Sfscom) Brigade or t^k Afucj^ 

Camp at Vergara, near Vera Cruz, 

March IB, 1»47. ) '» 

' Sib ;«^I - hate: tke honour lo lepoct ' tte occtirreitces 
fai wliksh mj brigatde has been concerned smce Hie eooi^ 
aencein^ of the march from the place e{ debat&ation 
until ntiw. - • 

. The brigade todk up the line of rhxrch on the siom^ 
ing of the 11th instant, the regiment of mounted rifle- 
BMn leading. Aftef passing the position of &e first 
br^ade, the first squadron of riflemen, composed of 
the companies of Captains Loring and Mason, under 1^ 
oomnmnd of Major Summ^, 2d dragoons, was sent 
fi^ward as an advanced guard'. On crossing liie rail* 
isodbd, the adyaiioed guard took the direct way over ihe 
hills, Imt this bemg impassable for the artillery, the 
Best of the brigade with. the pieces was obliged to make 
a detour to the left. On passing the position of General 
Pillow's brigade, Bi^eVet Captain Albinrtis, 2d infan- 
try, and one private of riflemen, were killed by a round 
shot, and two privates wounded. Major Sumner bar* 
ing piiased some distance beyond the position occujned 
by the volunteers^ was opposed by the enemy's light 
tiX)op9y whom he i^rove off, and halted near a smafi 
ranch, when the rest of the brigade joined him and 
|xroce^ded to clear the ground to be occupied by kny 
bfigfuie». '' 

The advance dcove the enemy's skirmishers before 
it,' receiving without loss their fire, uirtil it arrived at 
the Orizaba road. On passing the road, a party of 
horsemen were perceived stationed on it to our left. 
Captain Sanderson's company of mounted riflemen was 
detaehed to attadc them, being supported by Captaia 
Simson's company of the same regiment. He Aiktt . 
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^thein pfif^ J^iUu^ two capCj^dn^'-oo^ q& the Ian<}<^ IQld 
, thf otber of tl)e, auxiliary gHard xA, J^Jki^|% a^o^d J. 
. PJatps. Id tbb afiair. Private Weller, o£ Qaptaia Sgt- 
. derson's cpiDpaBy^ was scnr^r^y wouad^d io tlve tbjigh 
. bjf 94 efK:;opette.|i»UL 

Having driyen these parties off, the brigade tg^Jits 

positioii jin line, exteoiU^ as far toward the Ja^pa 

road oh the beach as the strength of the brigade would 

:«JHbw^ and bivouacked till the morning iA th6 13th, 

'When we took iqi the line of mar^h towttrds the ^sea--^ 

Major Sumner again commanding the advance' guai^d, 

composed of tiie left wing of the rifle regimait. Making 

-a ^cotuddcarable detour to the left to avoid smne ponds. of 

-wat^r, I arrived about noon on the great road leading 

to the city of Mexico* On coming out here, I«i^teiiatit 

iBobert^s company of mounted riflemen leading, a party 

.of moimt^ men was discovered* After a short ^rmish 

the enemy were dispersed, my men recriving no injury. 

The head of the column arrived at its present position 

:(Hi the beach at t^e village of Vergara, about two and 

a half miks from Vera Cruz, a few minutes after tV^Ive 

4>'elocir. 

I !Wf>uld commend to particular notice the conduot ^ 
Major Sumner, 2d dragooiis. His skill and coolnesfe 
ina^red those under his command with the fullest con- 
Mence, and gave to tiiem tiie bearing of ol<j( solditir9. 
cThecMSsuers and men of all the companies engaged gave 
etilsre satiafaotion* 

kxi important mail which I had the hmiour totnmMit 
to the ihead^oarters (rf the army this morning by Cap* 
taift Taylor, was taken last night by Captain Magrud^ 
1st «rti^e]7, who was in command <mF one of the 8dp^ 
potting oonfpudes sent out yei^forday momii^ to 
skirnusk m t^ front of my tei^e towi^ds Ih^ mtyt 
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* Tbcflfiydl 'curnet'W&i sKot'^t; find ^ sst^posei to'liave 

• fceiett 'w^etoWei!. " ftb hors^, Bat, ari* <36ak "wftte ftft c4i 
'tt^ gi^ocdwi tif the place trtiere he-was tt^-kt, aiid^he 
nd^ lildi% i^^fii these- efl^tk ' €apttim 'Magrtnyr 

deserves praise for his zeal and gootl* condhct'fii'ihis 

' {ilei^^ fofkyws t&e Kst of MQetf and wounded.]' 

^. Aft^ thf^ oajpitvire of VerA Criu3> GQneiiiA Tipi^ 
.sr^?o«^rQd> 4k> kftd the vem m the iiMwdi. ^unurdft .the 
,(at]f of M^loco* Hi& br^ant diseoess in: the itfls 
l4o((H]b^ battle «f Cerr(> Gk^rdo, on. the l?tiii and IStk ^ 
Ap^i e^ces the @opd judgroent of th« txwiatt&deB- 
jnrijbi^f ia^el^tiiig himfer tUs: impol'taht and :pani- 
i^m- ^f* One of tba. e^trespondents of Hhe If ew 
^Jbans/ pap^m giy^s tile loUowkg^ nadnraliTe of tibB 
<briUiaia;t fk£[^, in which it will be seen that Geioend 
.Twigg9 and his division bore the brunt of the bfflrde«- 
I , ^^ The 'Mfiixicanoi vnder. Santa Anna^ mere oosmpyjs^ a 
idpaiB of works along ih/e road, ^he. neluresl of .wtioH was 
fff)ta«t> 4 milQ $u»d a q]t»a^tei: fronk fGsnei^i 'Seoltt^s heidi' 
quarters in a direct line. The road this side vtus exd 
%f fmd h^mfaded^ and every posealfle means of defence 
mmi annojftaftce hlHl foe^n resorted to. 
^. ^^)B»;and tim&st.woik4hemwetethrae wdfouf e^qK% 
mn^tl^ly cOcanaildiB^ the igotge thgrongh whidb: ite 
.<ii>a4 to^ J^p^Jhinchrr^eset fcurtifiGiriiQnh were'ea ^hUbi, 
and rising so as to defend one another* it is. ibau^ 
fiMijStrite Anna had 30»9Q0 men widi UiDH-ti»iloilest 
«stimaM giTes hkn 16|>G00*-^^d with these h^ isafl iiven* 
iy-ifour pieces of fieU artillery^ibesite Bome:8otee.f(niff-^ 
tefA b^irjr earnvm h positian. Some ofthie firaaners 
And vdesertfnrs l^m the enemy V oasip even 'placed^ im^m 
estimatei, hoti^.aa to the r^mbei! of men «iildjgul& . 



shoulct succeed ii^ reaching the rear of Santa Awpaiiflife 

A 

■ . !l<;^^ti^^ii»i9i)l^j^ jlib« CEipitdl mtbifrlc^hoe ol fmad 
tO^QQft 4^mii^;5in|^4iiig M voile vitli iifr^^Skga ; !i4Mir 

thejiai^ ( j^rt)abswk) €£' f v^Iai and otter. Mmaa^Mi 
the ir«9itoi tpi tiik? ;ioskioii>at<B !ftioiig pilaiiCftBed Gbrss 
CSfprdo^ 4»d thieii^^.giTQ.o^ wrioef l^atth. i At- straagW 
p9»liQ»tccmhi tol; hftTevbeeOfao^eoted* The road lendtr 
tbrongli 1^ prmfHtonsr rid^» whawe fkettunni Tf'Qefacas 
Chmio/' ^ ^e zadgfi; Seford siidii^muiiitUB.indgBp 
911: ,tiie nmd tt^Yeta Cbhils^ aore dteeti, hms^'mUttb ^e 
^wngR-^kaiA fi^vongfy fortiied ^ddi/ i^beaii f lnHJtiili i J i fciii i 
heaTf gi6i% and a^feixseiidttohy at t^ Iorkt^A cctirfiato^' 

. ^TlM^forla»of»mni»di%tharoail^for)Ml^ 
tQ 1)6 pariRied be£6r9 t^e CSieiiro could be attackwbS 'Sjftx 
btQs. t9i9ve ecHrared eAd tfaelMrtteies atr<VQigk|r. lojpt^ 
l^y a)^ifi^lpr9eQftSaa1»:A]3xia'«>healmf^^ ^ti|^ 
^nito adei«£^the.{ma^ Sftiitft iA«ria-<bi«iaBtf:^teMlM]lci 

ikbi i^atoQatr of Ua bmb^ or toikcjiibita/ ji^cMdi^ ^ \'Btm 
\f^i^ ^mde «qifb 1^ aitMk tifjan aH bdhnalMe^ fNMtJi 
strongly fortified, of the enemyl . Tliifi }'09BSr&stDdnmliD 
done by the van-guard of General Twi^s, under the 
command of Major Sumner*— General Smith being 
unfortunately ill. The new and splendid regiment of 
mounted rifiemVn took lihe lead, and under a heavy shower 
of grape and musketry, drove the enemy from their 
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pcwtioR*' ' 0^ km IQ ttUS'-afiir fnm iitibvp; Major 

oAesm ivcn tedfy wmmd/eA^ When otv tinoops Iiii2 
oceofaed thii pMitio^^ th* enemy ix»deafefait ofattadb- 
ing thelDylM alter a great panute retifed to theirstrlOB^ 
dafenoei;' 

« Affer tjiis^ the enemy kept up an ineemnt foe on our 
Inea^ but ^rithout effect. The next day (18th), the 
lAttie WBS' opened in earaest, iumI by a mieee^sion of 
1vffiiaRt4dKivges, under Giaieitab Twiggs, SUelda, Pit* 
kmr, and Wcwth, all the TariouB forts and deuces ware 
severally earijnd at the point of the bayonet, the eisemy 
tot|Uy routed, and SOQfk of them tidcen jAiskMrs^ toge^ 
tilBrjwith most of their generals, and all their baggage 
and sittnitioDs; Oeneral^ Santa Aniia narrowly escaped 
on a^antti^'taking some by-path thioogh >the ^apparid^ 

^ He' ipas close}y followed by Us setaretmy oi wary 
Qeiilerei ftahah^, who^' for his grtot nsputed bravery y 
hai^ 4»ee» jbr a long time caQed tiie ^ Li^ of Ifexico/ 
General Yasquez, who commanded the cDfjM 4e res«t0$ 
at Buoda Vista, was killed/ This officer had m- high 
n^utatidn ifer gallantry and ndhtary knowledge. He 
was:«^pani&bd, ^o wis sotnewhat distinguished in the 
Sfladikh servkse. Other Mddean officers wm» kiHed, 
hsA'mxmtefyj&Bixk were ta&en prisoners. Among' these 
ai« Chmerai Herma, tlvsffi-presidait ; Generals Jarvero 
aDdDeiLaVega^^-^^tfae fonner accqited ihis par^, the 
bitter pnteiiBd tK> enjoy the boqxitalities of the good 
dtiflBiWJof iKew^Orleans." 
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Major-Genekal Winfield Scott, at present com- 
mander-in-chiefs of the army of the. United States, was. 
born on the 13th of June, 1786, near Petersbui^, Vir- 

♦ giiiia. He was sent in early life to the High School at 
Richmond, went to William and Mary College, and, 
studied for the profession of the law. , 

In 1808, when the country was evidently approachbg 
a war with Great Britain, Scott determined to seek dis- 
tinction in the service, and accordingly entered the regu-. 
lar army as a captain of light artillery. 
' His excellent character as a disciplinarian and his 

' puiictual attention to his duties led to his rapid pro- 
motion, and we find him a lietlt.-colonel in July 1812. 

Being posted at Black Rock to protect the navy yard, 
in October of that year, he was called upon by Lieu- 
tenant (afterwards Commodore Elliot) to assist in cutting 
out the Adams and Caledonia from under the guns of 
Port Erie. He furnished a dietachment for the expedition, 
which was successful ; and he afterwards succ#>fififiil''' <u^ 
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fended the vessels against a detachment of the British 
who were sent out 1 1 retake them. 

At the battle of Queenstown Heights, which took 
place on the 12th>iaf KMdber, ISIS^ CAlonel Scott dis- 
tinguished himself by the ardour with which he aided 
the expedition, ac well as by liis personal bravery in the 
action. J^t ^e- heights were fitenxte^i OfAfUfA Scott, 
who had^ not before been allowed to cross the river, came 
over as a volunteer ; andCi^dand Ywt Rensellaer having 
been wounded, Greneral Wadsworth of the militia request- 
ect^S^ott ko Usse the command 'thk fiiltisb iSd^tfupTeUi4' 
forcements of regulars and Indians from Fort GeQrge, 
and a new battk tf^nstiftd in which all the energies of 
Scott were exerted. Colonel Chiystie, coming over to 
the Caiiada sid^,^ took the command: the n^ain body 
of the British reinforcements, 850 strong, under General 
SheafTe. arrived, and the Aviericafi militia could hot be. 
got across the rjver; so tl^a;t a force of only 300l Ameri- 
qans, opposed to some 1300 British and Indians, were 
Teft at their mercy. After maintaining the contest for 
many hours, the whole detachment surrendered, 

Scott was taken with the other prisoners to Quebec^ 
where he was exchanged and sent in cartel to Boston. 
Hift good conduct at Quebec in rescuing certaiii natural-, 
izeji Irish prisoners who were threatened with being 
treated as British pubjects, was w^Il rewarded. 'He 
thre^te^ed rthe British ixK return with retaliation, h^aQ 
fqr head, aind the Irishmenrwere excliapged. Scott long 
^erwar^s witnessed ' tbe& landing pi .New Yqrlf, ^d£ 
being rfecognised by. the poor feflaws,/^a^ loudly tfi^ked 
tnd cheere4 for his firm defence of then: lives. 

Th^ next year, May 1813, Colonel Scott retunved'aJ| 
adjutant-general to the army near Niagara, where General 
Dearborn commanded. 



^-'Sku^msLJtii&fd Yoik^TO,U^p^:Efa]UHlavt)|nufl iib 
eaDqNdg|b-'^:1818..' ^ pke trnDpcf id36h JhaA beokliMK 

iiihhd^liiasA(Mio£Vo ahanttfae iiiidS|fiioi 

AAty. S^epanndteBi ftnr loi attariic' aanf.Bort CkscB^ 
iaMuMj>wilti dippBeitttiAe of tfaa 'S^rait, Ud.alrtiidgR 
fi»:yiitkkceA luuter Majoy^^Gfeiierkl Xew^. aBdrftrene 
continued by the commandn^infcKici^' Chntrdl D^aaiH 
iKWi^'ifi^ ipcnASQ^^gtocrf^ ' BaAtenn ^vvter^ei^edted, 
ttdCflidiai!^ lo^A^fefart^ oommaiulvlg ibe endmjr's trorievf 
oMk bofitd ^16 ixiDected or eonknietUfiitrthcltzn^ 
tsiidft of t&i!^ troops; Wldle tfam^ exrirtioiiti fbr ii' 
i<lfacAp were making ob oar part, .the BrUicsh^^tci not 
luiiclift0e ki pnmdiiig means for ddbiie^ {> iiulb teUiisiM 
iil«t« ftenadtted to puisne thm respee^iMi teJbi$u^i»'flaiVi 
molteiited; ' Tho&e petty bos«ffiti^>i9^fc dis^mbeA/tiie 
finfryeai^, and many subsecpient pem<ii>of Hj^wur^ 
heregav* |>kofttoa seeminglJ^iGMt^iAs: Iwjwa*^ 
A ^ht incMimt interitipted tins trutef atti) ratidvecl aii 
ikn hoftotB of -warfitiie; Scone toats^ ^lidiMiaid beet! 
ludlt H kak miles npt tlie ati^aily vme laui|iik^and ci>a«> 
Aadied daw& under the £nglisb battevi^ witb prc^ehl^ 

temeril^) opened upoki: tiiem a desujteay and ihc^EsGittal 
fire; Tfaisocinu^ ohthis dglit of^the^kstantl it 
t^ probably tfaeintendbn of thfi csonftBafifiterrfiiHAief t(y 
ba^f e TG^msd^ tbe five of our baltmae^ mstiL a skmltaM 
B^u&'attadE could be towdti m ^ anot^i^ n^ai^eir <by the 
tiK^apis^ bat 1^ tke^ once^c^mtbunledtal/eoidd not bis 
coAtroBea, a»d>kindkd ihte«a^all^iJ artillery. Uih 
far ^ directioh of Oot<^t fdrte^, assisted; by Major^ 
Vdtteft: of ihe ari^n^fiS^ and Cbptl^ A^beir of tiie 
a«fi]l»y, Ili^poutbdirto^ki^'Sliolr iihttr the enemy^a 
Combustible \in0rks9 wltW ^ucfa sjijiftil efficacy, that^^ere 
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tiib Bmhv of kundngi Hytymeie t levdklir on*' of 
wmalkmg "n&nd. Tba fremBiitwAfoVibi»9t^ 
vihit Amivif^M the satMfaotifln irhiA vma fek iit its 
tompletei sdcooflEk Ifae anny was not teadjr to .takfer 
sAnmte^e ^ the- diAeoumgane&t and pnuc i^iiich'litoB 
fli^ of lA eviteemted fortFeai wmt hme pioduoad 
on the aneinj. He bad time to recover iTOm JbisdejeoK 
tnniy and leneW Us defences. 

.At len^} im the 26th of May, onr prtpmnrfioiii 
were deemed sufficient, if not complete, and tiis aimiyi 
was diieetrd toettfaarkilie next morning at two o'dodc. 
33ie fleet under Commodore Chauneey, which had ar ? 
med tiienig^t befoiis, was at andMr off thecredc (about 
faor nfiias down the lake from Fort Niagfaa)9;wWe the 
aimy lay iBQcamped. The following'&tHbution of wmr 
Brands bid proHoioly been settkd: v£Zi CoIooIbI Scott 
oonmanded thai adTanee, amounting to about 600 io^, 
oonaialiing of a detadunent of the 32d regiment, Forsyth's 
torpBrtui rifltoien, two oampaniesof his. own regimi»it> 
thaiieooiid artiUery> otie oosdpany 0f the third artillery^ 
and a' eoil^clny of dismomited dn^oons^ The rest of 
tkfe 'troops, exdusiye of the light artilteryi werediiddal 
intt> Ihro^ brigades, amoun^ng ix^ about .1400 men each 
-^--^Anstt ccmsistmgof detadbmentsfiomthe 6jAi9^1^^ 
and 16th nigimeoltB, and €olond M^Clnie's corps of 
tdllmlears, was commanded by Sn^adier-Genei^ Boyd) 
the second, ooMswting of detadmients from the 6ti^ 
Idtih, 14th, «ad 20th rcgktients, was commanded hjr. 
Btigadi^i^Ge^eral Winder ; Iha tUrd> acting as A reson^ 
wai^ commanded by' BogadieiwGeneral QhancDer. AU 
these* trcops were .to bo ctmb^ked in boats. OoloBel 
Mlacomb's corps of 3d artillery^ to which theimamearf 
«rei)e at4adiM,'.4iaYing arrivlid ini the fleet, was^aol m^ 
duded in the fiist arrangement but directed, to mmtilMHt 
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sidr^ watHcerMsd'to^ be tbeve-^might: de^ftH^oeMnry. 
The immediate command of the troops was assigned to 
. MaJorHOeberal Lefwisr 

Every exfertioa wns made to insaTe a^pimetcnl db«- 

.^atesaoti of the drdcsrs tsf Ite «8iaiiaiidi«wi»KMQf ; intt 

< difficndtie^ inseparable from ^nbarkatiiMSiS <tf thbldiidy 

'delayed the departure of *the troops until about sbnrise* 

At tikat -fmie the divisions of boats were seen motriftg, 

>m prescribed ordery on the i»nooth sur&ce <tf the 

/fltoiaiiio. The fleet weighed anehcu: and acGCWqpanied 

tbon* A di»ise fog rested on the ftce of Hb» waters^ 

and veiled their movements. 

^'The points of attack had previously been det^ndned. 
A Inrief top(^[¥aph]€al explanation will mdieate aial 
- sender^ them understood. The couzsj^ of the. Nisgam 
' stradt, for about one nnie from its mouthy describes the 
SBgimtot of a^irde^ its convex side formed by file 
Ameriean diore. Fort George stands on. the Canadi»n 
adde, about thirteen hundred yard& from the lake; the 
^iUage of Hewu'k interjacent. A cleared level plain 
Kte.betwe«i Newark and the lake. Skirting thisv^pkin 
and the rear of the village, a a iSaaik wood^ (wkiA, 
commencing on* the kke, spreads, wHh the exdefHiaii 
of a few finfms, over the adjacatd; country. The^ lafae 
sfafffe .of this plam, and particularly! of thewood^is 
ateep, high, and rather difficult of ascent, dectifDust a 
few yardsi from Ae biink, and forming a natural bsvast- 
WDik^ The ijimsdy pari of tfais!sh(»« was selected as 
the prilicspal poiii^t €€ attack. Auxihaiy tO' this main 
attack) and by way of divsersion, a cl^mpany pf l%iit 
avtiUeiry, and a squadron of diiagoons, mider Cokmdl 
Bun, were directed to marcU up the right bank lef the 
strait, and threaten a passage to intercept thepoate 
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.IMilt to.^^^iMMMili' Our totMiett iM« Ijicmle 
mumwIiiirTHTlj fin thh mnroiticj ^^9^^ ^ ^^ tn^y'S 

About nme o'clock A. M., wlno.'0dr Beat H^ bokfts 
"Ud fadmri^TWllim abotit .Iiri edba of litt <3aB^an 

.UR&i>«W^i)^^A<^tfetto^ TbeiuKMrfuigii^pdtirs, 

AtMiNidJbwiDm^ be«M, tnoviogbelowt togt^liiecA^rMd 

^«l ^ sMlme fij^ mcff oopoisuig aod beaMtful. The proud 

Imt \mmmm' imMngs -of ;tlie confeatents eitflxsided fiH^ ^ 

^BMawit^jtt Ihe ^h^.i]ifc9 Iwolioiis f£»r tite^yed Stdm 

the mood of war. ' !/ 

.1 nffihe'')afie»y'l4y. (kmeoaled^ tivatiiiiii ilue' 'vnood^rand 

} Aplt0ied> tebttid tlie. iiatoal >bit«i8l>*work &0m Qd fite 

fof ON/ aNOtell^ '^(smiBy vibicb had lalieady titkenooia- 

'Otiandil^'aifebdf 9ge«itir the Slicto. Ijhbiadiifaiioe, mder 

'iSfAmkWSw^ led tbe'vaii^^f^tte otheii ^biigadeii finlfow- 

i ikig.iii ;lilmai6riGftl onbr . As sodn as th& ad^vanoe isame 

'"itft^ Jeacb cf Us isbot/:tbe en^ixLy^ wiifa a jdnd of 

lOUigidaL'^^ltsityy anise from his GOnceaka^iil:, sknd^fKiCMl 

dqrimi^iit troops & ser^re but ilinfireeted &Be.x Undii- 

t^ttkfmi by ^his iecM^tk^^ ocir boats, disdakang t(»'l*elfim 

farfiotv'^onljf^^ca^lw^dthorjoouibe. Thejfuxmabnak 

the faeaeh, and feapiag upon it, 'faormed iirith Ya{>idilyy 

^aaAvurittl^upAhe^boDk. Thb imbrbkon^aiid laroBope- 

rriavtmemjr Hoen lahUf^eA thenSfe to recoiL T%6 for iine 

'^mni Ik ia htlieTed,^ idois - gaUdhit litd^ /band aasoxsMy 

•iriik ' wridisQOuraged bat in^Bestaal 'ira]oiiCyi3!iriiig:(tlie 

'Oglit oi^ iai nuButes '^hich kitentadd belibaebfthercoilDfr- 

tt«jticai»enl of 'tiie. attack aid l&flr wriTd lof tb^ rfifst 

lbriga&. TJna brigade now jtdBbg 

•vHidb iamivMf mdVBlad Uie ^batik, -andffcrand.iOfnrSs 

-ctait. lA djQBtnieiiyer fire waa bteBehai^d (for.Aotrt 
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; tfir.jiKffinsBt.iMgniKi^ otAixoi to .adWaHl^d^ 

.•(fntfOffi. ^ame^isitj^^i cnii iratmEtai tlpaft die rabxiff Ike 

yilogBy iiist kst >Aei)ife9ii .Of afilttdky i]»dcIaaEi^ ^bvr 
.'ifiuBiphv'tiiVisdoa&d UigU6iCBKied>theiisliC|m: . €MiH 

cral rTiinillnrrn ^llrrrllfl'lHl^f1l|]iln^T Mnrw iplrtii iriimMxl 
, fidtaiD^ Jn 3piudc ankaeaiifip* - The ^oAoie < Bftei'iaww 

marched by the left ista tht loiaiiigiidQftpIflb/iaii (okmr 
Mibgiihcce, mated the Mamk of.iMi^iiv^knMd: lu^is. 
; In t)w {ippiticto, the enedqr, yjchdbly.ito stagr-oiM^^^NH 
,|pN|pSi;«nd ipdc }fis iidiinisdiieteiife'/ a|K^ 

^ftre.^f dirapDfil*ishttUB fihooi iheariQage; \ai "mkRiVOtkh 
iflileBCcd hy otir iigbt altiHay, nh'd^ GdkMel ^ Vtort^. 

Majort^GcBtid JLtrim now ^ssonoA tliie li^itndtaid^oaiid 
'tf chitted a ^t)Ullsuit of the «ii0in]r. Just at tSbe. heaid of 

Myub coli^m deboocbed from Ihr tiihgeythe-ir«k of'>tlle 
'^tmnjrfs ioohnba ims sfxstt iBvaooaliii'g (tii« lbfi«-^ The 

pursuit .WHS urged) but Ins maoa body .Tims ibmiykjMiff 
vsdght. As the flag of the fori ^as dtill 4ykg, C^^l^tain 
.tHjndifaini yds d^ached to tidip p<>sfce6|idtt^of'.it* A^S^r 
. Jc^ffiri^rt, uoodg whom M^en ScM tod £ort^pt«c»d^ 
.ika. JkBiibtfsLpfiesaiifiii<9kiM^ «l%e 

^timehAmDceiof Y<ak, fsade them jJailsa; bat'tstei^ 
^ifhippdiBtely df^er, Scdtt tocdc.dcsvm tha.'flag' intb.his 

jonn tends- Rejohdag (the coiunn) he custlmikl >tbe 
ipurstiit itowsxds IQaoens^own. CbloMel' Siiii mdlir 
flCBOsted mth^bn dnt^oos^ and joined tberanny* kaMd^ 
(ifisank the> >od!]iiiiiaindep*iQ«<3hi6f asfested thfear-tHuBcay 
-(^fdiifen '#itfab a Sew otibs of 'Queonstb'wai^.aiididiwotM 
ttfato'tontorpiraid ctBcamp at if eirietrk^ .llSie ddy tmts 
-no^ &r Ibpent^ttul. tiio muuy Exhausted; it/rttBogKtdkA 
, to Xdtt QmtifB^ aad Itbsre^ loposed^' thatnight* 
! After 'this. dTair. (Jidy 1813) Oolonet Seott.nms pm- 
( oMteditd the ^mnand of a ragUnent ; &nd, lasigilfaig his 



'WIS flODiCHf OF .«BB lOfVOr 

' flfire <tf adjiilafatipf^vendi l^^jwfKmk 9l4»iwpedi- 

tion to iBtadingtlHiiteqifa^ snd texapCiulRsisd Iniwig 

<ifYodb. Uenuir ^aouBBJideUabsttahoii iath^ 

<jifldUff of General MRconab, mad led (he via-gosnl of 

|.tk& aiajrivbeii it dcnended ttie St LMvteace in the 

i tOTftfifttioii agiiBlt Montseid. The expedition fiuled fer 

f/^muitof coluseEt and co^opendbn amoiig ike generalBy 

- vho were to. meet and act m conoert. 

Ia.l8H.oeoi]nr^ the • most brilliant eamp^dgBiOf the 

- iriiole war. : Ibe baltles of. Niagaz^ Cl^i|i|ewa, and 
jiQiaaenftoBniy ifsi^ which Sco^ bote a- coMpieums paii, 
: finm W brightest onamentaof thia fetno<|8 . campmgn. 
.b.-oirrneticd of (Senenl Worth we have giTtai an 
. Mcounb of the batflea-of Chippewa, and iNiagua. 

. .TbeMowingmorentinttte aocoont of the battle of 
' fte.FaBa is contained in an extract finun the<JoiimaI of 
<.im ofi&oer who was in the battle of Niagara, inlinttte 
wiih Geascal Brown and high in his con&dence. . 
r In. p^^suance of a previous detenninatbn, the aitny 
^ wtas busily engaged preparing for a rapid aaandi upon 
Sturiingtoo* About noon cm the 25th, Cokmel Swift, 
* who waa pMed at Leiristown, advised. QeneiaLBiomli, 
ixf eapreis^ that the enemy appeared in canrnderaMe 
force in Qiieenfl^wn aiid on its heights; that fbnr of his 
•fleet had amved during the preceding night|.and wmxe 
then iyittg near Fort Ifii^ara, and that /a nuaaherof 
'.bbate i^ere in Tiew^ mo^ii^ up the straits WitUB a 
.isw aunates after this intelligenoe had. been isecciaad, 
tiiexominnidef^inrchief wis furdier inforaied byCai^ 
tain.DeDinaA, of the quartermaster's departmezit^ :tfaat 
: Aeeoemy was hsding^at Leiristown^ and tint cor bag- 
gage and stoiediei SeUopser, and io&^theii^way.thiifattr, 
•wiqre-in.'da^ger of inhnediale eaplur^. It watirconBAved 
' hat <the aaost effeolQal: method of recalling hiih' fipon 



^ Qwe^pstp^. Jf iin was ia t]iie,,field upofx. .t^e Caaa^a 

Mie.'oi ti» ^tr^t^ p.iir bu^qi^s fvps to pieet .«i)4 ^t 

him ^tliQ^it Jp65 ftf ^iift^, ^ General .Hrpwa h^d ^dpw^' 

ceased; to lK>j»e for ^re^^orf^esaexxts pr co^ppentf)^ fi^fqpi 

any. <|?wtj?r.. . The.,9jp)prt,,uppu Tsrbiph %.gpm(«F^l 

tiitb^rto jrali^d^ ha.d iOiil^d 4;e.0gpear» aud theexf^n^y 

having the power of the laJk? could reiiiforce,i^t pjipajjiifr. 

. Ge^pjcal Soott, with the fiDSt haigade, To^^fs 

artillery^ and all ^ dragoons and nu)iuU9d mea» wocb 

accprdiflgly put m march «, the »o^ leadiiH, iaw,«fa 

QueenstPWXL- . OenpiRal Scott was j^artiovlfrly iostnictf(ci 

to refoct if the enemy appearedi and Jto call for .99^- 

ance if that were necessary — ^hawig the commaiid ^ 

the dragqpi»s,4ie would: have, it was ^be^yed^ the TfiQ9Hf& 

of collecting and communicating intelligence. . On tbe 

genexal's arnving near the FalH ^ 4e«med that the 

en^my was in force ijirectly ijx his front, a naqrpw; fjjOf^ 

of wpods^aloi^e intercepting his yiewiof thjew. Waitjij^^ 

.only to ^^end this information, but opt to receive 4^ 

commu^calion in return, he .advanced vpon' tkrm.— 

. Hearing the. report pjT the cannon and stp^Qi ^ixp^Q^" 

I erajj Brown at oncfe cpnoUidedthat hfattUl^ had.cconmenf^ 

betiv^den the fidva^Ge of the armies, jmi, without waiting 

for any. infccpaJion fix«n General ,Scot;t> oufdered the 

2d biagiide ai^d »U the artillery to march ,^sj:fipid)y,iis 

poflsible to Ips support. Having, done this* be rode wii;h 

his juds-de-camp and Major M'Kiee iwrith all sp^edtp- 

. Vard?^ the scene of action. . Afi .h^ fippro^ed the PaU^, 

la full .mile :&pin lb? r Chippewa,. ae m^t l^jor Jon^» 

assistant. adjutantrgeneral> who had accompanied Geij- 

,eral Scott,, beai:ing a message from hiu^^adviang pf^- 

*eral Brown that he had o)et the ; enemy* From, the 

information, given by Major Jones, it was concluded io 
18 
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380 * iBttEicn or the tir£ or 

order up (Senegal Port^r^s commwiA. Iltaj<)r Jbiiies vras 
sent with the otder to General Porter. ' Advancing a 
fittle fbrther, General Brown and suite met Major Wood 
tf the corps of engineers, who had also accompanied 
General Scott. He reported that the conflict between 
tScott and the enemy was close and desperate, and' urgcfd 
ABt reinforcements might be hurried to his support. 

•The reinforcements were now. marching with all pos^- 
blc rapidity. Major Wood accompanied the command- 

'in^ general to the field of battle. Upon his airival the 
general found that General Scott had passed the wood 
and engaged the enemy on the QueenstoWn road, and 
6n the ground to the left of it, with the 9th, 11th, and 
SBd regiments, and Towson's artillery. The 25th had 
been thrown to the right, to be governed by circum- 
stances. 

Apprehending that these troops were much ekhanstea, 
and knowmg that they had suffered severely in the con- 
test, Gen. Brown determined to mterpose a new line with 
tite advancing troops, and thus disengage General Scott 
and Vb\d his brigade in reserve. By this lime Captains 
Biddle and Richie's companies of artillery hiad odme 
into action, and the head of General Ripley'^s cofumh 
was nearly up with the right of General Scott's line. 
At this mbment the enemy fell back, and, as was Re- 
lieved, in consequence of the arrival of fresh troops, 
which they could see and began to feel. General Rip- 
ley was ordered to pass Scott's line and display Ws 
cohimn in front. The movement was commenced in 
(rf)edience to the order. Majors M'Ree and Wood ha^d 
been rapidly reconnoitering the enemy and Ms portion. 
M'Ree reported that the enemy appeared to have taken 
a new position, and with his artillery occupied a liei^ 
which gave him great advantages, it being the key of 



sary to carry lus artillery and seize the height. M^Bei 
ivo cideihd by iHi cfcfcwnairier^nfr'durf to GDdihffit Rip- 
ky'8-c(^iBiHi.(» ^^ Qooen^owii rdad/with a/vira^ to 
tUa <iib}e6t, and tx> pra{>are tike Slat regiiaeiit, lunleB 
Ckdood 3Siller» for lUs Aity» The 2d brigade inuoe** 
diBtdyadyaaeediqioii the Queenstowh xdad; Omeni 
Baavav, lonth hia aida*de«Gdcip aad Major WoM, p«ssb8 
to > Ae kft of the Sd .bngadey in fiHont of Uie first| 
tonrarda t&a eoeniy ^s ' extiUery : an extendad Hni^ o£ 
iafantry was formed for the support of hia airiillery. 

The 1st regiment of infitntry, undei* the command of 
Cfdonel Nidiolas, which had arrired^ that day, asid wila 
ailached to^ neither of the brigades, biit mazched'to th« 
iald of battle in the rear of die 2d, was ordered 
lironaptly to break off to the left, and .form a hne fadng 
the eniDiy's on; the height, with a Tiew of dntwing hib 
fil» and attra^jng his atteuticm, $a$t Milleir Myanebd 
with the bayobet npen his left flahk to carry the'artS** 
1^* As the 1st regiment, conducted- by Major Woody 
and ecuaunftnded by Colonel Nichoios, approadbed it^ 
][)0flitk)n, the commander-in-chief rode to Golonel.MiHer 
and ordered him to miTance with tiie bayonet and carry 
the enemy's* artillary--<fae repfied, with great pTompt4 
ness and good humour, ^^ It shall be dcme, sir/' At this 
utminent the 1st regiment gafve way imder the fire of the 
enemy ; but Miller^ without regard to this ocearrene^; 
advanced steadily and gallahtly to his object, and car** 
ried the heights and the cannon in a style rarely equal** 
led — ^never exodyted. At the point of time when Mfer 
i»av^, the 33d regiment was Oa his ri^tt^ a little in fhe 
lear^^^H^al Ripley led. this regiment: it bad soih^ 
dcsporate i^iting, and in a degvee gave way, but Was 
pf^mptly milled and brought u|i aind foamed vfon tfaH 
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ngbft of A6 abt, ind tt»#lMffitientrtf^r)]fiar nil 

fat fine,, wifli the oaptered OHadD^rllUKripinai^^'in/M 
xetT) ' a0d tbe -enemy di&^en (^vom ^thAr : fci f iiiia Any 
gnnmd-'^^^iB IM n^iment hawg teen nflfieii^: ^ms 
hnouglit intb Ike by GoIoh^ NfehBi« oniheMtd&iOe 
Sd kigltde; and Getnei^ Barter^ ooodiig* iip M^ iUk 
tisKiy ocbu|£ed with liis c&Bsaxkwtdc the'tettoids JeAtftoor 
agdHgiy fiabaaad on the right ^teri b etiwui thfe 38dHBi 
Slstreipmests. 

Having' ^veii -Oat order to <C<dolid MiBer ia^tmrm 
the heights, stud carry tUe en^my^ .e8tQiiin<asihiv ad^ 
vanedd, Oenenl Brown mofved to the rear* of Kstlrigll 
flank with Major Wood and Captaim Sfiincer, a« faroa^jtiM 
ftaecaato wn road. Tummg dcrohi that Toady he npwBsd 
ifiieetly ia'^the vear of the &Sd * reghmmt, '» '^dapjr 
ad^aiieed to the su^iport of Cobnel MiUer. The Aaa/k 
of the iLmeriean soldiers on ihe beij^t^ flt>tfaiB taOnamtf 
cbwrittced ham of Miller^s imoaeBS, and IilhasteoHl 
towarib the place, des^ning to turn from ithe QueeiMtcMH 
road up Lundy's Lane. In the aict of doing S(^ VRood 
and Spencer, wte were about a/ heme's leiigtfi \mSom 
hfan> wqfre very near ridnig upon a body of the'«iieni^, 
and Mthihg prevented them from doing this^ but^ an 
officer eocclahning before them, *^ They are the YaUktev)^ 
tfaK^rolwBation halted the Amesioan ofiBoerSy and vfon 
lootoAg down the road they saw :a 'line of BiMrii 
infimtry drawn up near die north ftaoe of Ibe rdfld^ 
wtfli its right resthig near Lnndy's .Laoiie. 

The officer i^ho gave the aiatm, had at tfa»t mbasM 
discovcpefl Major Jessup. TSie major, a» Mub beenal^ 
ready atateii, had been otpdeped by GHamtd SooCtj^al 
the oooomenoaaent of the action, to take grouifd f^tts 






tihiitls^ tciwiMr^s ^cQTi^ tbe battle w^9 ^(^gingji H ib^ 
laconfif^ Iiin i^iffi^y tbe/2S%mt;bu but lit^.cqii^^i^f 

cfi^, ft ^^ ta jtbe «sist of ]u\]^}^'s L^m* Tto ii9niffffl 

s^erM U«^ J^epmp Qrdened Im o^iW^ (to $fp iifp^ 

. Tbe ;liAeSv<?<»i|ld Bot hanre been m^rc tb^A £0^ vod^ 
afi^rti JkiKSKQ>^.b^^dthe:^0ivth j$eii0e|,tl^3xiti9biii;^.SrOiA 
9£ tb» Bortb.* Xbe abjughter waaf fb?^fi|l :. ^ ei^Ti^'$i 
UneTfle^ df^ the Queens te^ea rcHid at ;tb^ 1^4. Pl^ 
fourth fire. As the firing ceia^edgiGeQ^ral JBn^-li^ 9^^ 
fnmAn&i Major Jessup ; tbe latter ^sked. wbef e he i^idd 
j^baan )m r^gimemty and was directed to Wfifve^ 1^ IfU^djf ffi 
Lane and |bnn npon tbe ngbt of tbt^^i^eep]^ bl^4^»i;. . 

The enemy rallying his broken corps, and .haf^Fil^g 9^ 
im^ X&it^tc^mixi^ wjas i>ow diioo7er0d 91 g|K>d.Q(4er 
apd in great force. Tbe q^ yn iiM ywtigg 0Qiml 4^btflA 
tl^ correctnesa of tb/e mfanyuiti^, wd» to sfic^Ui^ tba 
t^tb» payaed i«pfx^n,with biftfoit^ i^ii^Qnt of^o^bpi^i 
He^GouJd no:w no longer doubty.a^ ampre extended liiue^ 
tbaalie had seen dnriog tbv^ eBgag^o^i^ll irai oii^ar .^iifl 
^Tiinonig/iipon ns. 

Captain S^micer, witbon^ aayii^. a word^ put qpx^v 
to his horse and rode directly npto tbe advancing ^ioei 
tbcOf twniog to the Ijefi; to^nftfrds the epefny'cf^ ligjb^^/iiil^ 
<ywredi in a stcaqgand firm y(MGe, "V^t i^gip^fo^ k 
that?'' and was aa promptly^ answeiedt '^Tbo RojaX 
Scotif, sir.^ Octnoral Aro^im a^d smte i|a^ ibifem 
tfi^ais^es behind fur ^m. tuo^ iinthou^ |ofi|9:Of tw%i 
and patiently a^vaited th? atta^. > . .. '> 




fiSi WKSStCB. ioV'TRE tXP^Vl^ 

' Tie eneiiiy adttoced- ^My -ahd^^Anly iipon im^ 
perfect fliknce ms preserved thi^ougbotrt both annieii, 
mM ' the «iiemy'6 line ai^voatehM to ^Mi^Maii'-ffocbf ^foiir 
to six ¥od»-— oca* troops h«l levelled tfaeir pieces^ aiid the 
armierjr iJ^tos prepared-^lhe ord^r to -fire was ' glveo*— 
IMSt -awful was itseffect: the KnM ciosbd b.part befims 
that" of ^ the enemy- was broken: he then relii«d pl^ 
cipitately, the Axherican fii% foUb^mng hhn. The fiM 
tims 'covered nl^ the' At&n^ but not. an enemy capable 
of marching was to be seen. We dressed our lifaes 
upon tibe ground we occupied: General Brown was hot 
^po^ to leaVe it in the dftrk, knowing it to be tte 
best in the n«ghb6urhood : hid intehtion then was t6 
inaihtam It until day should dawn, and then to be 
gt^vettied by inrcUmstances. 

Our gallant and accomplished foe dM? ndt give us 
tnuch time for deliberation. He showed liimself again 
wilhki twenty minutes, apparently undismayed and in 
gcM order. 

Ckaoeral Mpky now wged the conunander-in-afief to 
order up Seott,' who had all this time been held iH 
rese^^ with' three of- his battalions. TPhe commander 
r^d& in! person t^^ (S^^ral' Seolft knd ordered hiih to 
lidvunce. That 'officer was prepared and expectin|^<yi 
eaUv ' As Seott advanced tdwards Ripley's r^ht, •Ottir 
eral Brown passed to the left to speak 'mtK Oefifcfrtif 
'WMkTj ahd see' the c6nifitibn and -countenance df his 
idKlia, who, at that moment, wfei% thrown-iiito sonte 
ctinfesion linder a most gailli^ and^ dealdfy ire fi^ %^ 
enemy 5 they ^ere;'hb#etef», te]^t to their <fttfjf^ ly «* 
^ertteiiS'Of *th€ii* gaHaiit Ml^tyhxfi most hobfyftes- 
tKned th«^ etonflibt. The^toemy w^s repulsecTMl a^ 
A*wfe'Oiirt-of iftgWr.' ^-^Rtt 'a^isterr-lime, howfever,'fta# 
elapsed, when he wa9 -obbe^ t^re dfsfindft^' 6e^,'ft^ 



gmii^.^itce^^vrm w« <w. jaw, B* ,w4C',*» 

■j^.^iftMi^ctiiBD ,tMt $coU bad giviw to, Hs wlum 

|?sufi(l i^iqe in.tlifi ie«£ of th« etutvy'* n^ and tjM 
have biou^t,lui)i between two fires' ^ut w « OKipiitl 
ADft lutexpecited* ^ ,6*^ fin from « pftrty. of tbe«D4pq) 
cgpcfakd. upo^ our left,, .^illwig wpfya, ttte cfsijt^ of 
Soott's c<Hiinvuad, wbw m..(q)ea-(soluiBD) ItlfistetL ^oifi 
j^oud exp^t&tifiiis, Hia column vta ^wtepei in two, 
ffi)e.putpwsingit«^.fesr,Uw <^c by tlwrig^tfiffd 
<}{ p^topof toward^ ov maib line. A-bou^ ^^ P^nw 
GcWral Bnrwit Eeceived hia fiift vpuw^, » nurpkQit'bwli 
{pwifig, tbrcNigli his right thigb. A few i9ia,ute»^i£ter 
IwaidBf^Cqptain ^ncer, aid-de-ottR^ to Qen«ial BrowR 
i)fociT«d his mortal woiwd. . 
, Sy this time the OMxay had aeerly cloied witl^ -ow 
nwin line.. Moving up tO' the left <^ tia» line, Oowa 
Br«wn, receiTed a violent blow from a ball of am 
dMcnption upon bis left side. Tbe ball didsot eater 
^t aocb was its force that it nearly imboned Urn. li 
the general's own words, "be bf^nto doubtbis aldli^ 
to Hit bis borse ; and, mevting with his coniidentia 
friend, Col(»leI Wood, he thought proper ta inform bio 
of h*s wfunds and craid^tion." Wood enHiiiaai, yfiti 
great ^motion : " Never inind, my dear genMnJ, ^oumi 
gftiiung the gieatest victory that was ev«r gain«d b] 
j((mr pjKtwn." "HisgpUantMol (says Geuend. BrowB; 
sas eycliiBiyely occupied with the battle that «aa 1^ 
Iflfpag, if possible, with redoubled fujy." 
. This was the last desperate eSbrt qadeby the eneng 
ti^^ega^hispositioQuid utillery. A b^rwderdiq^ajFcrf 
bpTfiam was never exhltated ; the bpstile lineK met- u 
several plao^j, and we captured a r.iunbet of prisoneq 



volunteers were not excel^ by tfte iegdfetr» aitrt tl g<B B 

tXMiyHfiAsr tipon «fc «MmyVl^e, vrM^h'Si^^iMi^ 

lMia«a' no# tf^^ W efl^ictiM^ rotit^Mfl^y ^tt^^^^eitfeA 
ffi tt «bfiyet^6bti'HiM){^il MCHrr^'a'ftWii^Tltlii^'sMRH 
^HJE^v V^t^^i^ CWnilM Arowii, Odoh^'^<H)i> 'iffiil 
IPDJee, atid' tur^ c^ ^tht^ otiier 6ffii3#ti», % miM MAe 
iih^jii^i^ t^Kier ef the whole^ ek cle;' ttaft '^vm. lUt^ m** 

l^ftig 'to fettf &&ca 'ihe m^my %raf iKimn -iH HiiSfbMA 

iMitf^dhg ; Bdt'k a])^a»ed td '6e «iAMt(iea tt^yn ill 
^Yidb^ tiMit it- wotiM W jiiAcloud to< t^etiy^ 't6^'<dtttt^. 
^%(^ i<lefa Af :n6t o^ur to a»y <>ne >pfefi^nt liKttt^ ii^^tAM 

M'Ree expressly stated,«that «hei« »tmtdS %^ k»' iiHL 
Wft^ ihtemovMi^the <*ahtton by fcafti*-: T^^ntrtiidttfeen 

Wmrelf Itorii Ki •wound, rioir mof e* oiff ^^fc^CWlj^fe 
AtwWn, liis surrivJng' aid-'de^cainip, oMWhg- 16^ flfe 
ttther'ott(*rs, that they woalS femalh W*^ aid GWi^ 
lHf)% hjr all ih^ rii*iii*' iw tlieit pot^ei*. 
' 'iSs tfte ^eneraf! moved toWa«h xainp, Mafty-sc«tt^ 
fe^ rffteh wetie tseen b^ Wih on Ae r6ftd; none apf^eJMd 
^^iSiimi^*;hM atian ^»^ itmrdng^ irway^fttrt, bkV-^ 
M^lBift 'tfMr iMScer$, Md takeil the libei^y to ^fiAe)t'A# 
VfetiH' ^»* ^er* St'ier' drinking ot str^ggBhg for iMft* 
QWl^t^i^ eotidrnied' t^ei^ 'Bmmi in thcf %^lier ^AM 
flPSfe*"ptopet* for the drttiy W return t'6 <Mi«pi,»!W"«Bfe 
purpose of being^reHW-gaiiized and rdreshed btfow'tttSWl^ 
H|Y tMt'Wifif^ fli(i<>n!y rftilftl5ott'^i*<!)i*i«ftart«feA^ 
i^A-M6i5i«^, iii- the ni^t, be e^rtktefy d^HiidtM^'ftlM 
tlfr«»ged'f^ thWr MiiSpanfes ai^d battttffons. •• Atf^MMW 
%asl df'edrilftigly i^ent fa say to General ftijif^%.tlmt the 



before it was reported to him that G«ktti)»Ii lUpfajr! hudr 



QaifeaA iBsmmi stsAed tdiUin^thtcbBD'diQHiitr tiyivmo^f 
ilpobii0^fiEUMfr1)iit Q'atllm'fentoij Iml^rati^ M'i4»M' 
odkr^fidtaiT'^lvttb odiDpfeteu fia afi^^eiored lir)be^^f .^kfti 
stnriff/o^ifikni^ a^ ifram9tf^By'icibDittptesaxt4> ; :. : « • «'> 

' 6inibi»l!iB»b^irB; tfaeiiyi»ilrliQi9 ant tMph«ftaolil-JiMr<> 
goiigi^ Diddnd Cfeilerid: Jlq^jr to:nk>ig«iiiz9 Mtt b(^ 
tyioris^to^iSte^ th»t ftfaegplvere refixsHtd iriiA if latiHfir 
oooiibifts it ibif^ht beta hbpa^vlerio afford^ anaklfMfc 
BiiBBri^^^hieFBFjr'ixaii textenddln^BslfltyiHKlhfe fieUnif' 
bntele^ m&BJtarf dailhsBAy there andl tkeii to K6gopF«iil«d 
bgr cmmsttaidies :h^^^ all evtsitB; to' btiog^ off^dJitiicHp^ 
tbnedi uumm. It T^tm mt. haliaBreA: tlnl tl9f<iiaMfmr) 
would dare to attack him if he showed a good couidifH 
nance. General Ripley left Greneral Brown witih the 
odnviiitfoii fimf he WotflA ekecnAle A«.oifiidif givAi^ ho it 
iKf ^ net ttsa^ lh«f sligkel^ :<4iJMttdft totitH-^nd iet^ 
iSohfWasniftdcifrdmdny qfiittirt«r,. ■ - M-.i ,4 ;i» 

' tAid day ap^rcrs^^dyindi^ that «1mi eiAa»fasdlM7»^[ 
ikd^e4, G^Me^I Bik)^ <M^e^ taid>e«ff, tx^^ <tD4lMr 
dotoofahafiigi ogocffs 6# e^eify eidi^^iliidi tfrdW'^ flnttitli 
hle^ prom^l^ pr^itied'' t6 malrQli iti obfecttettMd H^^^b 
dder S!f€ni6 General Riptey ? t)dt It-WteislMKAw 'Iw^ 
A^e the a^iiiy had ^rosied tk^ Okippe'^ai GeaimA 
Ri^^y IM. dn Uii^ troops ^ 4hr as fi^i^^wWfe^- ifulll»| 
haMng Ms column ther^, he returned to the «01fittMnd«i^ 
kt^tli\»fy and ^je<!!ted ^0 proceeding fuitk^-^6etiiaral 



\ 



A/ «. 



lHo i Wi p^sArted : wbtnlie iifinninb Im tkab GUbbnI: 

Porter was also opposed to prooeadkig!. Ai\ tkav. 
wofds, Oencnd Bfown tqditd,' <^fiir> ;^tvifl dots you 
please I'f smI hadoD fiutber inteicauiSe.iintli Umntilr 
tliey met at Buffidow 

• GeMval Brown entBrtaiiiwI no dsnjiiof tte'intBtt* 
gsnee er pienonal biayerj of Gtraieral Biipley ; iKir did 
be 6i«r ekpress bimsdf . to that* etbeL hifjceAae^fugim, 
bowetwv of tiie &rmts of the night df !!» S5tk>.tet 
mofeeqieoially of ^e nwiming of the ASthy Us oonfr- 
dence in him as aoommtnder appeared to be soiqewbat 
diiittiidied. He was ^^nkmsiwe thathedMaded.ri^ 
sponsSinlitj more than danger — ifchat he had a greater^ 
Stodrol ph^mml than.Qf mond: oqura^* General -SooAt 
umt hfanself being botb. severely woobdedy he, thaKfiife^ 
wkhoiit loss of . time, desp^dttd a courier, to *Gienaal 
dames, ordering him on to.take the eoflsunandof'tiss. 
g^tknt remaios of the army of Niagara, that were now' 
pfpqMoinglo defend tiiemdelica wtdun the Jines of Fort 
Erie. ' • . 

• . . • ■ i '. . 

• £coitt £dl s^endy Hfou^ded in the battle of the F^lk 
At first his life, was despaired of ^ but afier be hadsvfr 
ciently recovered to be. r^maved to Philadelphia and 
fbifHimdfft ttie oare of Jku. Physic ao4 Ch^piofm) he 
iiis e0on camptetaly re(^y0ijed> Whem peace; xetiurped 
it fovnd him a mf^pr^general^ ^d specially honoured \9 
a gold medal coi^eisred by ra resQlij|^n of Congress ol 
November l&H, foe the battles pf Chippewa ^d Nia- 
ffutk . In 1816 the Vi^ppifi legislature conferred upon 
(j!<^neral Scatt a. awor^, as a token of the hi^ opiaiop 
that iSfminbly entertained of his gallantry and di&- 
tinpiiflhed services in the battles of Chippewa ai^ 
Niagara. The legislature of New Yorjc also conterred 
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m swoidronCkHMial Shlolt^ iMtk a iroM ^ AMkstffor his 
senrices. 

<^^ral $cott m 1817 married Miss Mayo, of Rich- 
lao&d, Vijrguoiay by w^oin he has several childieq. . 
. We pa^s aver the* iucidents of the Black H^^k war^ 
the Florida war, and the threatened border ^^ar ^ith 
Paoada ; because these a&rded no opportunity for th^ 
dis^lagr of those brilliapt mUitary talents which distin- 
guished General Scott in early life.- We believe, how- 
ftver, that it is generally admitted in military ^iiysles that 
Genei:^ Scott^s plan for terminating the Florida war 
Vpuld.have brought the whole affair to a speedy close ; 
^nd'that his being withdrawn from the command pro- 
tracted it. It is also admitted that his services in bring- 
mg those N(w York border troubles to an end ^ere of 
the'utmost importance — ^that his skill, and prudence ^s 
^ dijplomatist were fully ec[ual to his courage and con* 
duct as an qfficer, ; . , 

The gallant Taylor w^ placed in cpmniaiid of the 
Army of Occup^ti|pn^ on the recommendation of Gen^;ral 
Scott. His success has evinced th0 spupcj judgment of 
Scott in the selection. When actual hostilities occurred^ 
Cieneml Scott -was offered the chief command. In order 
to ^prd General Taylor a fall opportunity to farther 
distinguish himself; Scott suggest^ Jp th^ gQWrpSlf&t 
the propriety of his passing the summer months, the 
ptaM9Qfihe»toUe'iBaQtitm,ti]i^]!U^^ mi dnUinglthe 
joTe^s^jaeoejsfiry f(|r «ffeoti^f)% Hh^fko^^i ftp} 

then j(»ning Taylor with large reinfor<$ettiei|M ^ 

The subsequent 'i^haracter of the war ILasiemced^e 
superior judgment of Oeiiehi Scott iii thiff pfamof d|)eril? 
•tkms: M this plan Tifsus ii6t acciieded to, he.requlesMdte 
ber ordered) at one^ to the scene of aictioi, and Was per^ 
^mptotfly refased. * ^ i i 
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SiR'f ' fie ^fesidentj seretaf days. since,\ tjdnrintiiif* 
fciated ]h pel-son to yotl His orde^rs' to rcpaSt t6 Mekito, to 
ihke the Command of the ftrces tiiefe assemllW, andfpar- 
ticularlj^ to org^riize and set on foot an expedition td 
bpierafe oii the Gulf boast, if^ on arriving atthd theatre 
of action^, you shall deem k to' Be practicable. It h not 
proposed to control your operations by definite arid 
positive instructions, l)ut you arb left to pi^osecute them 
tts your judgmeiit, under a fiiH view of all the "circum- 
stances, shall ^ctate. The work i^ before you, and the 
ineans provided, or to be provided, for accomplishing it, 
are committed to you, in the faD confidence Aat you 
wifl use them to the best advantage. 
' "TPhe objects which it is desifable to obtain have been 
indicated, and it is hoped that you. will haVe Ubi^ 
requisite force to accomplish them. ' 

t){ this you must be the judge, when preparations 

are made, and the time for action arrived. 

Very respectftdly, ybur pbedient servant, 

W. L. MARC*i'' 

^" ' ' ' ■ Secretary of Urdr. 

' «r^. Wtl^HiLi) ttctmrr. 

*' ' I ! , • . , 

' ^Ia obeAeMA t0 fliis Mler, OcHieral StMt IdtWiait^ 
ki^oiii^Milie ftUh of Ni^ttber, naai&allmi trma Mm 
York on ik^9Sm. 

'I -Ife neasfaad' tlmBiD Ovande n the Ist of JwMi^** 
:i^<the<faidewlfich te'itoM tltim wnstoteBy mA^ 
^fikM to the kM/M ci oaptawg. YdPt Cruer^ he wM 
<ader Ad nflceasitj of detftchiag a porti<ni <lf Qenoral 
Taylor's army, and General Worth wiS ocdnrdti^y 
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try, requisite for storming Vor^ Gri^, lepti^g IIM)^ 

mth General Taylor. These #rpe^ w^e^ di^libi^ai 
in tlfe.4i0'<?rent i#rts under his commtini}, 00 a$ ,Vp )e«^ 

Vi^^.. ,, •: , ...4 

The troops from the upp§r Rio Gi5Me.«lflf»:*iAj*ii'ilii 
. hfd^ rtiw^poris ajt T^mpico^ mi4 jomed j9&ei9' tirho 
were oiKl^red ,lo rend^yous at the inland Qf {johos. 
ahQut one hundred and'tpvirenty^fiye wis» Wi^lt^ond 
tip^ of tl^e city of V^ra Cru^ This ^ a $1^ iakwli 
ajbout a loil^ in eiccumf<^rQnc^« Qq the l^tjif.of Feb- 
ffu^) &ere wereenoaix^ed at this pla^erthQ Gh«riesl6n 
i!e^nQyent» seven compaives cf the 1^ P^^Mjrlywjia 
.mgmfntf three of the 2d, three of: the Mifi^iwippt, 
.ten Nortiii Carolina, six Louisiafia^ ^A a Neivr.Ypiic 
„regun,enl; a^d 400 regulars ui^er M^jor fiat^^i amount- 
ing in all to 4000 m^U) wiitl;< ei^itee^ firs^cla^ vessids 
at and^or, ^ ra^aitiag th^ apriyal of <thi$ f^titear foiees 
■ uflkder General Soott. 

Meantiipe a.reg^ent of LQuisiana voluiKteera! Iti ibs 
Ondiaka we^e wieoked otn the coast. Gei^eral CfQft> wMi 
. a l^ge Mexiean forcei ijepfi^nd^d llieir i$arj?e«f^Q4 B^t 
Colonel de Russy, their commander, .haypgirflbowm «i 
fifm front, althou^ his meti were nearly witbout.maMf, 
4^1^^d a fio^ an^w^rtiU night; and then maifQkMI().ofi', 
leaving the camp-fires burning,, and thie hef^yy hsff|[«g^9 
apdreaobiBg Tampiico by a rs^id jaap^fhr/wiibici^t en- 

counter^g oppositiojOi. .; 

If, was not till the 7th of March, tha^t Gepf^ Sk^y 
after cottQeptrating hi&ibaroeSf aoaom^iiig to ^botitl^OOO 
may. aad ^ba^kiag thm;iii ihn 9^t ;4^Qsi^u»g f«^ 
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'dredja^vcdatAntoiiLizaidb. ' • ' ^ ''^'" ' ' " 
» fii ctoinpany -Wtth Commodore Cdnner, ' Qieli 'cotn- 
•HiaBding tiie naval forcie, the general, in the istiamer 
Pfetstita-, mskie a lecoiinoissance, arid sheeted tte "beach 
'dtife M^8* fk)m the island of Sacrificios as the most 
suitable point for making the landing of the troops fer , 
'Ae infreijttftetit of Vera Criiz. 

* The commodore's official letter to thfe s^citetsrfy of tfie 

. navy, dated off Sacinifidos, thus describes the landing. 

« The aiichoi^ near this place being extremely con- 

'tracted, it b^ame necessary, in order to avbid crowding 

it ^ith an undue numbefr of vessels, to transfer most of 

•the troops to the vessels of war for trani^ortation'lo 

iSaeriildbs. Accordingly, on the moAiihg^of the 9ffi, 

at daylight, all neceissaiy preparations — such as laun^- 

ing ahd numberibgthe boats, detailing officers, &c.,— 

having been pi^viously made, this transfer was com- 

memoed* The fiigates received on bodrd between 

twenty-five and twenty-eight hundred men each, with 

, their arms and accoutrements, and the sloops and 

'amsdiet veiasfels n^ilibeBS in proportion. This pM of 

the movement was completed very successfully about 

«teven o^^lodk A. M., and a few minutes thereafter the 

•eqiwditto tmder my command, accompanied by the 

c<»timanding general, in tbe steamship Massaicbusetts, • 

. and scich of the transports as had been selected for fbe 

' purpose, got under way. 

"Thereafter was very fine — hideed iv^ couM IWt 
have been more favoured in this particular than *wte 
were. We had a fresh and yfet gentle breeze from the 
south«*eaM, and a perfectly smooth sea. The pa^gie 
to SacrlfieiOfet occtipied vis between two and tht^ hbtM. 
Each ship came in and anchored without the slightest 



^diaao&vm doiifiiifbn, b the stnifi space aBotlteid to her 
*-^tiie toboiir bMAg rtffi rBTfmiaxh crowded, iK)t^;ddi- 
rBtetdsq^'tbenuiiib^ of tirafiEMpOfts ire Ittd left behbld. 
•TIk liiflttfilbaaimtionioommenoe^ 

«< ¥/liilBl We were tmni^rring the treope &om llie 
ships to> &e 6Ur&|i)Qai^ (irixtywfivie in nionb^jl, I dii^t;^ 
the Bteambrb Spit&re acnd Tixea^ aitfd dte fitte ga&^bdttts, 
totfium a -fine pmDel with andelose m to the be&ok, 
'to cofvep ^ landing; This order was pioia^Dtlj' exe- 
cuted, and these small vessels, from the lightness of 
Ikeir' dniq^t, were enaMed to take positions within 
good' grape-range of the diore. As the bodfts' severed^ 
received thj^ir campliments of trdops, tbl^ asseiiabled in 
n hne^ dureast, between the fleet fitnd ^e gun-bout^'; 
ttndwhen riH were ready, tiiey pulled in together,' undin: 
tke goidsRce of a number of officers of the -squadrorf, 
hwho bid been detaBed for this purpose. Geii<^ 
Wovdi eonunande^ this, the fiest Ime ctf the armj,^ aiid 
'hsid the satisfaction of formuig his command on the 
fae^flfa . teid neigfabouring heights just before sunM. 
Fofldr thousand fire hundred men were thus thrown on 
sbere,>afaii06t simultaneously. No enemy appeared to 
ettdt us the slightest opposition. The first line being 
landed, the boats in successive trips relieved the men* 
bf-war; and transports of the remaining troops, by ten 
0'clock P. M. 'Fhe whole army (save a few straggling 
«om{Mmies>) consisting of upwards of 10,00(^ men, wer^ 
thus safely deposited on shore, without the slightest 
licoiienl; of any kind* 

<sThe officers ai^d seamen under my coiaeimand vied 
with each other on this occasion, in a zealous and ener- 
getic perfbrmance of their duty. I cannot but express 
to the department the great satisfaction I have derived 
from witnessing their efforts to contribute all in their 



. A^vW»y. The wftatiher ftil coiM^uiiiit fiim, itot-diijr ^we 

and oth^r fxmi^xM. The itettA^^likiif QiikaBS) ^liith 
. tlie Jii9Qi3i{m9i9egiitieiit of .volnotiieia^ fiOOntniiig^ alMved 
;«iQ^ Op^rtaQf^y utiVntan liixanAe^ jitst'^as ire hadfiat 
^pwraeiy^ iitiittQlliicla. jSmt: joined im^ asidJbfte tzos^ 
iK?ww;:hil(]^ iwitb the xfs^t, AislflMr ittvaj^oitfirttinttl 
oit tbi^ jod^oroge to-dfiy. Her IreM^ .baivnb dpo 'been 
landed. 

f <(Xj«»(^ <^cott ;ha9 mn^ mik hin^' ^pvdrds; »4f 
11^000 'imeiu: At hk reqtioil, I penaittfid Uiesoidnos 
tqf tiaeim^f^Wky u&d«r Cftptsm^lflfiiiy io' jmnliim,fls 
:a intft.'of the ad iregioaueiit of «rtitteiy, Tkb gwncra^ 
jin^lii^^ Imided this moryiog;). ami the vt^ipaAfitai^ 
,Hi itiQtLOii «t ai^)eft]:ly houT) to £»» its Koes ar6ui«i<lile 
jdiity. Thciie i»$ be«iL scnae distaittt ifiring iof jdrfotodad 
j^b^llB fropi* the tx^vto and castle Mpon UmAspfxpR^ .is 
.th^y? ad{v^ni(md> but widiottt .result. I am «tm,.of.dife 
.qftt^iw, exfir^SBed in my previ^ua (Cd^Dunank^ioto^ as 
ito iii^ mabilUy of thd tmmj to^ hold out foe any Icaigft 
^ lUim* The oaiitl<^ heus, at moat,, bat foiif>qr.Ate 
w^fiks'' .prf^i$i9aa$i» and the towaab(n(t enough. tolMt 
!&i;;liie,^|ii*e tm^^i'* . ... » ... ,.\ ' 

, Xfae jSekUowing NUfid. d^serlptiona are fnom the pern 4)S 
^{fer€^t p^r^oyj^who liritneSacd. the landing ^f ttia 
.}ie^g^. 4)cmy from: fW .«hora, Th0 first is fkon the 
wri*$ppnd^tof.liteN^W.Odefti* Picay^ ' 

^' It would take a ppge of our paperla gtWxUil effeot 
[to a 0e9oijfiitiQn/Qf the &rst laoi&igliof our troopsi'^n the 
j^fternfooa.of the )9thr-ra more atiridng. sfpeotack has 
.pmbahly newr becai witnoB^d in America. In the first 
jUne theve wpiie no less than severity he«vy quif-b6Btsi, 
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eontafaing Qear]yr4D00 i«gi|ila^» and ^1 of tl^em ejxpccf^ 
to meet aa enemy before they strpqk the. shore. 

" Notwithstanding this, every mai^ was anxious to be 
,fiwt — ^they plunged into the water waist-deep as th^y 
reached the shore — the. "stars and ^ipes** were 
instantly floatii^7--a rush was made for the sand-hiUn^ 
and amid loud shouts they pressed onward* Three long 
.4ind loud cheers rose from their comrades still on, board, 
'awaiting to be embarked, and meanwhile the tops aiid 
every portion of the foreign vessels were crowded with 
spectators of the scene. Not one who witnessed it will 
€ver forget the landing. ^Vhy the Mex;icans did .iwt , 
oppose us. is a greater mystery than ever, .consideri^ 
their great advantages at the ti^^e, and that they have 
..aince opposed every step of pur advance.** 

A, correspondent of the.Weel^y Herald writes aa 
follows : 

> • 

Camp of the Besjeging Army, | 
■ five miles below Vera Cruzj March 9, 1S47. ) 

I, arrived at Anton Lizardo to-day about twelve 
o'clock, in the steamship Ifew Orleans, which came to 
at the anchorage among the fleet. Immediately after 
the steamship's anchoring, the Massachusetts sailed by 
us, when General Scott appeared in the shrouds of the 
vessel, and inquired for Qeneral Quitman. As soon as 
the general responded to the call, General Scott remark- . 
ed — « General Quitman, we are to land in the enemy's 
country. What is your fqrce on board, and the conditiqn 
of your men ?" General Quitman replied — " Six hun- 
dred and fifty, and ip good condition." « Your position, 
sir, will be in the second line, under the command €ff 
General Patterson." Shortly afterwards General Jessup 
.visited General Patterson and tendered his persona} 
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isettrices and Ihose of his staff, which were acc^pteJ*; 
aod ihe^ are now on shore, « afl ready,** if circntff- 
stajices require. 

Pur^r. Thomas B. Nalle, 6f the navy, attached to the 
frigate Potomac, who came passenger in the steamship 
New Orleans, finding it impracticable to join the i^, 
has volunteel^d his services to General Shidds, h^ 
been accepted as his aid, and is now acting in ihtst 
capacity. 

At eleven o'clock the fleet set sail for Sacrificios, thfe 
Princeton leading, with the Raritan in tow. At one o'clocK, 
die steafner Vixen, with five gUn-boats, took a survey of 
the coast and anchored off the shore oppbsite the point, 
when the troops landed. 

The first and second, and part of the third, lines are 
How safely landed on die beach about five miles below 
the city of Vera Cruz, contrary to all expectation, with- 
out any resistance. The first line, composed of the 2d 
and 3d artillery, and 4th, 5th, 6th, and 8th infantry ; Cap- 
tain Blanchard's company Louisiana volunteers (attadied 
to 5th infantiy) ; and Captain Williams's company Ken- 
tucky volunteers (attached to 6th infantry), under com- 
mand of General Worth, disembarked on board the 
barges between Sacrificios and the main land between 
two and three o'clock, P. M. , and formed in line on the 4th 
infantry, preparatory to their departure for the shore. At 
a signal gun firom the Massachusetts, at four o'clock, the 
fiirst line << gave way" on their oars and pidled heartily 
for the landmg. This, with the sailing of the fleet Beom 
Anton Lizardo, was decidedly the most magnificent view 
ever presented to the eye of an American citizen. I 
have a perspective draught of it, which I will send yow, 
with a general account of the battle. 
. The second line, under General Patterson^ composed 



of General Quitaiau^'^, General IShields's, and (General 
^PiQ«w'fi brigadee, with some aniHery, landed directiy 
aiterwaids, end Genersd TYnggs's, thereserrelme, made 
up itf tiie }«t and 4& artfflfery, mounted tiiSes, 1st, iij 
•3d) and 7tfa Wsffitry, ak« n0W landing, and before day- 
ii^t wm pmbably be on the beach, 'as also a battery ef 
hettvyartiflety, under <]laptam Ta^or. The mountain 
rodcet and howitiser company have their battery planted. 
All the troops that have yet landed are formed in Hne xS{ 
battle^ and mU rest ^dn their arms during the n^ht. 

Kbtwi&i^laii£ng we have now trbout 6000 troops on 

liiore, not a ^ngle whisper ean be heard dong die whole 

* <^ictent of &eiine — aH ore liste^iing for the first si^al df 

«tld(Fm. If the enemy ftould visit us before daylight, 

Jlhey will fi»d us ready to give them a warm reception. 

During Ae landing of &e troops to-day, I' was mudh 
leased to see Commodore Conner in his small boat, 
'isuptHiatending i^ pers<Mi Ate kndmg of the troops. 

•k Camp of the BJesiegiko Armt, \ 

March lOtk, 184T. ) 

At two o'clodthis morning, the camp was aroused by a 
brisk fire from 1he enemy, and the balls came whistling 
Unroagh, « as thick as hail,'^ breaking one man's fhigh, 
«nd wounding two others. Instead of " beating the long 
roH,''^jB> usual in cases of sflarm, a small detachment, 
under Captain Gordon, was sent out to reconnoitre. He 
'had not proceeded over two or three hundred yards^ 
when be found his command in the close vicinity of a 
*body cTmen. He hailed fliem, and they answered him 
HI English^ but the captain not admiring their accent, 
withdrew his small 'force a short distance, and again 
'hailed, when he was answered with a volley of musfcetry 
lixMn 'fheir whole body, which Was returned by the de- 
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• tachmenty andhad the e£^t of compellitig the Mexicaas 
to retire towards the tovon. Nothing but the sagacity of 
an experienced and able officer prevented the caf^iiie 
or destruction of the whole recQnnoiterijig detachment. 

The steamer Spitfire, Captain Tatnall, at sumise took 
position in firont of the castle and town, and commenced 

. a fire, by way of " opening the ball," which she con- 
tinued for about an hour, and which was returned by 
the castle and city. 

Shortly after the Spitfire commenced firing, the 1st 
and 2d divisions moved in a column up ^e beach 
towards the city, about a mile, and proceeded to invM 
the place. A Mexican force of cavalry and infantry, 
numbering peihaps four or five regiments in all, showed 
themselves on the sand heights towards the city^ at the 

.distance of half a mile firom our advance, and com- 
mencedfiring musketry. One of the moimtain howitzeis 
and rockets were placed on the hills, and fired a few 
shots and sent a few rockets whizzing through the air, 
without any eifect. The Mexicans appeared to be a 
little shy of them at first, but soon recommenced spread- 
ing their line along the hill, and firing their muskets. 
Captain Taylor was then ordered to try their mettle 
with a six-pounder, which had not been fired but a £ew 
times before they withdrew behind the hill, and 1^ for 
some place secure from danger. In this firing, there 
was one Mexican killed. 

General Worth succeeded in taking his position on the 
right of the line qf investment by eleven o'clock. The 
line circumvallating the city, when completed, will run 
along a chain of sand hills about three miles from the 
city, ranging from three hundred to fifteen hundred feet 
high, and completely overlooking and commanding the 
town and fortifications, but the heavy guns frcan the 
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cf9tir Pin be b^Qng^ to bear upon tl^ right \riag of 
the hmt where no doubt the quarters will be v^ry hot. , 

As soon as General Worth had occupied hi$ ground, 
Ge^esrai Fattei;son's divisiou took up its march, with 
OeneriJ Piljow's bi%ade in advance, for the purpose of ' 
forming on the left of General Worth. The advance, 
however, did not proceed oyer a mile before they be-, 
came ^soig^ed with the enemy in a thick cluster of ^ 
chapparaL A rapid fire immediately ensued, whicl 
lasted about twenty minutes. Tlie Mexicans retreated* 
and no Ios9 pn e'ther side, that I could ascertain posi- 
tively ; though I have heard it repeatedly thi^ evening 
that five dead Mexicans had been found. 

General Pillow again commenced extending the line, 
but owing to the great difficulty and labour of cutting a 
road m the chapparal, through which he had to pass, he 
had not p^roc^ded mtore than half a mile up to four 
o'dopk p. M«> wh^ he again came in cont^t with tha 
Qiemy, whQ w^e in apibuscade. The firing was m 
heavy, aiid appeared so to incxease, that General Pat-, 
terson d^patched the New York regiment, of General 
Shidds's brigadcj to the assistaiice of General Pillow — 
but only pne company of the New Yorkers arnved at 
the point of ^tt%pk, before General Pillow had routed 
the enemy by a charge. In this engagement, two oC 
the 1st Pennsylvapians were slightly woupded, viz. : M. 
Crann, of company C, and T. Tice, of cpmpany F. 

A body of Me^cans was shcrtly afterwards dis- 
covered, through a glass, on the left flank of Genera^ 
Pillow's command, at a house known as a magazine, 
and I expect it has been occupied afs sudi* A six*" 
pounder wa^ brougtit to l^r on it from one of the 
heights in our pos^es^on, which caused them to leav^ 
without ceremony. 
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i^owards sundown General KUow's brigade, rvj 
unexpectedly, succeeded in reacMng one of the h^hesl 
pibints in the rear of the city, and |Jlanting the " Stars 
and Stripes," -which they greeted, as (me of the Teiaied^ 
seans said — with " three of the biggest kind of cheers.*'* 

The batteries from town and castle kept tjirowing 
tbirteen-inch shells, and twenty-four-pound roimd dtot, 
at the entire line, until dark. One of them exploded im- 
mediately in front of General Worth and staff, and a 
portion of it passed through Captain Blanchard's earn- 
pany, but fortunately without injuring any one. . 

General Quitman's brigade now moved forward and 
encamped on the right of Greneral PiUow/ 

Camp of tub BjBSiBGuro Arkt, | 
thre» miles in rear of cityj March llth, 1847. ) 

This morning, shortly after daylight, the batteries 
from the dUrtle and the town opened on our lines, and 
continued with short intervals throughout the day. I 
sincerely regret to announce that among our losses to- 
day, is the death of Captain William Alburtis, of the 2d 
infantry. His head was shot off with a twenty-four- 
pound shot from the city, while marching with the regi- 
0ient to join Generd Twiggs, at the north end. Cap- 
tain Alburtb was a printer, and former editor of the 
Virginia Republican, at Martinsburg, Ya. There was 
also killed by the cannonade. Private Cunningham, of 
company A, mounted rifles, and a drummer boy of 
company B, 2d artillery, had his arm shot off. 

About seven o'clock this morning. General Quitman^s 
brigade was ordered to relieve General Pillow {rota the 
position he had occupied during the night, in order that 
his troops might get their bre^ast, and procure water 
to last during the day. The Mexicans saw ouf party 
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learring tke height, but did not see the other coming up 
nnUi their cavalry, e^q)ecting, no doubt, to steal upon - 
their rear, but they -were veiy much mistaken. Qi&o^ 
eral' Quitman advanced to the top of the hiU, and a . 
rapid fire at long shots was kept up for about an hour. 
Captrin Davis, of the Georgia raiment, with twenty 
riflemen, were sent as skinnidiers, to inidine sound 
under the hill lind engage them at dose quarters. As 
so<m as they observed Captain Davis about 200 ad-. 
vanced on him, but with his small force he held than in • 
check until Cobnel Jackson, with the balance of three - 
companies, and Colonel Dickenson, with his regiment, 
came to his assistance, when the enemy were compelled 
to retreat under the cover of the guns of the town, with 
the loss of several dead and some wounded. Our loss 
in this ajSair this morning, is seven slightly wounded. 

The column of Greneral Twiggs moved up this mon^ 
ing, with the mounted liBes in advance, at ninfe o'clock, ; 
to take position on the left oi the line. The under- 
taking was a most arduous one, but with Genieral 
Twiggs there is ^^no such word as fiiil." When his 
cannon could not be hauled \]y horses they were puUed 
and lifted by his men, and they were taken up and over 
sand ridges that I should think it utterly impoadble and 
beycind the physical strength of men to surmount. The 
advance of this column arrived at their destination on 
the sear>sfaore above the town about two o'clock,'and' 
the rear closed up at sundown. 

This entirely, now, circumscribes the place, and the 
entire line investing occupies a s{iace of ground about 
eight miles in length. As the troops lay stretched along 
thehOlsand valleys, with the stars and stripes dotted 
here aml^there, fluttering in the breeze, they present to 
the view* a majestic and subHme appearance. The 
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eR/amj a«e aow oon^detelj witfaitt our jffS^^ 99^ 
vfbethef tbey oua rend aavoder the ^toioft tiM^t fapd 
them to the oanfised liaita of the wsiUs of the .c^y 9I>4 
ca^tle^ remains to be seen. General Woarth iO€c\\pei$ l^e . 
right, Gaietal Twiggs the left, and .(^rai^rli} Pt^fnoot 
the eeiM;re. If either of these offiq&rs (^ \)$ S^f^^ 
fiHMft their positieiia <me foot hy «ny forc^ that, ^^ )» 
brought again^ 111001, 1 am Tery niuoh nu^t|d|^.» Q^v* 
mg our position, in the ooarse of two or thi|ee ^ajf , ^e 
mortersand heavy cannon mill be pl^^b^ m th^ h^jigj^jls, 
^vphenthe enemy i;vill haTe qu opportunity pf iyi.tiKe§i^ng 
the effects of our shot upon thdr city* 

I was informed at a late hour la^t night that Colonel 
Persifor F. Smith, with his rifles, has had a y«^ry ^tty 
fight with a force of about 800 from the city, and com- 
pelled them to retire in quidc time, wi& a hm of afaoirt 
twenty-five killed asd sev^al wounded, and sustaining 
a loss of two or three privates i^ed and wouQd^d- 

I have made dilig^it inquiry into the health of the 
army to-day, and the surgeons state th^ they m^ver 
knew the army to be in better hflakh and 00Qdiiti<H)> and 
no evidence of anything like v^rmto. 

Fn>m ^ €|oireig;KM«^i|qe of Titofoe. 

Off Vera Ckitz, Jbtoreft tad, 1847. 
. p P * Kothing has been more renarkaUe 
m this can^aign than the quietness with which the 
troops were permitted to land. I have the assurance 
of oMcers, whose expierience qualifies them to jad|ge, 
that three pieces of cannon, judiciously plimted, and 
masked by the smafi eminence which overhai^ the 
point of landing, would have produced temUe Su^viX) 
amongst our troops. I beUevB that thsee pSMOSy- so 
planted and matted, and served with grape and canister- 
shot, would l^v^ placed at least 5000 of our men hors 
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du combat f before tfafijr conld fattve raacbed ik» peMon 
xAach tiaady'were penmtled to tftke nnmDlested. ' Ttey 
could have spiked their guns upon pur adTwabe^ atiel 
retired in prfrlect safety. To what nirtw§iio aiftribiite 
this supineness? I cannot gttftss. Gencml Seott Htfty 
have deoeired thieni somewhat by his xeoowm^^m^ of 
the 6th indtant^ in which h^ isxanuned the coast fo Hie 
Dorthwaid^ as weB as to the southward, of the eity ; hilt 
this ivill not aocoiimt tot ihe matter^ §d half a df)^n 
guns upon each side of the dtjr covld fpnn a cmimdpit^ 
tian of trifling importance to thoa in the tea^ fif ^ 
fence. But so it was. 

' The sttDunary of eventsy frcpi the die;e]|ahax]qitii|i|' to 
the surrepder, is thus given by CpiLonel Tott^ : 

Ma^ich 9, 1847.^-The dis^nhark^on cpioxaenced. 
^ Search 13, 1847.— The bvestoenjt is cowfplete^two 
mortals landed. 

March 17, 1847. — Ten or twelve mortars were on 
^ore to-day. 

March 18, 1847.^-Trenches opened at nights 

March 22, 1847. — City summoned at two P. M., to 
surrendez* ; and^ ohirefiisaly flie fijre wa«t hegtm tcoa seven 
mortars-'-ftfterwards increased to ^aSm znoirtars. 

March 24, 1847,— The naval battery of three thirty- 
iwo pounders and three eightrjxidb pdbduu^ guns began 
its iire this morning. 

. March 25, 1€47.^— A battery c( four twenty-four 
|>ounder&and two eightT^di howitxers opened to day. 

March 26, 1847. — The^ enemy, earfy this mornings 
conuneiiCBd the negotiatuin fixr a terceoder. 

Maarch 2% 1S4l7.r^T?oBatsaiDn takto of both city and 
oistie — the garrisoDS marching out mA Jby«i^ down 
their nrms. 
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The trendies' \irere open seven days. 

TKe fire from our batteries was continued three and 
ahalfda]r8* 

During the sixteen days that intervened between the 
disembarkation of the troops and the opening of nego- 
tiations, there were five days of violent *^ northers/' in 
which all landing of stores, &c., was interrupted. And, 
during the seven days of open trenches, there were two 
days and nights, in which it was impossible to undertake 
any new works ; or even, by clearing the trenches and 
batteries of large quantities of drifting sand, to arrest 
the accumulating damage. 

' The official despatches of General Scott which fol- 
low, fill up the above outline in the most satisfactory 
manner, not only by a clear military detail of proceed- 
ings ; but by the circumstance of his awarding praise 
where it is due, to the gallant officers of the army. 

HXAD-QUARTERS OT THE ArMT, CaMF WASHINGTON, ) 

before Vera Cruz, March 23, 1847; } 

Sir : Yesterday, seven of our ten-inch mortars being 
in battery, and the labours for planting the remainder of 
our heavy metal being in progress, I addressed, at two 
o'clock P. M., a summons to the governor of Vera 
Cruz, and within the two hours limited by the bearer 
of the flag, received the governor's answer. Copies of 
the two papers, (marked respectively, A and B,) are 
herewith enclosed. 

It will be perceived that the governor, who it turns 
out is the commander of both places, chdse, against the 
plain terms of the summons, tp suppose me to have de* 
manded the surrender of the castle and of the city—.- 
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^rlieiiy iii'fact> from the non-arrival of our heavy metal 
— ^principally morlxtrs — ^I was in no conditicm to tiireaten 
the fcmner. 

On the return of the flag^ with that reply, I at once 
ordered the seven mortars,L in battery, to open upon 
the dty. In a short time the smaller vessels of 
Commodorie Perry's squadron — two steamers and five 
sdhooners— according to previous arrangement with him, 
approached the city withm about a mile and an eighth, 
whence, being partially covered from the castle — an 
essential condition to their safety — they also opened a 
brisk fire upOn the city. This has been continued, unin- 
ferruptedly, by the mortars, only ^th a few intermis- 
fiions, by the vessels, up to nine o'clock this morning, 
.when the commodore, very properly, called them off a 
.position too daringly assumed. 

Our three remaining mortars are now (twelve o'clock, 
M.) in battery, and the whole ten in activity. To- 
morrow, early, if the city should continue obstinate, 
•batteries Nos. 4, and 5, will be ready to add their 
fire I No. 4, consisting of four twenty-four pounders an4 
, t^o eight-inch Paixhan guns, and No. 5 (naval battery), 
' of duree thirty-two pounders and three eight-inch Paix- 
hans — ibe guns, officers, and sailors landed frd&i the 
squadroi^— pur friends of the navy being unrenntting 
ill their ii^ealous co-operation, in every mode and form.. 
. So fer, we know that om: fire upon the city has been 
highly effeetive — ^particularly from the batteries of ten- 
inch mortars, planted at about 800 yards from the city. 
Including the preparation and defence of the batteries, 
from the beginning— now m^y days— and notwith- 
standing thX:?fire of J^ froa. city aod 
castle — ^we have only had four or five men wounded, and 
one office and one man killed, in or i^ar the trenches. 



SOB 9ft£T6n dt" Tfi£ Lffl^ OV 

States 8d artillerjr, one of thd most takatedi accoia- 
plishedy and effectiTe members of the anny, and who 
was highly distinguished in the iHrilliaiit dpemtioiis at 
Monterey. He fell^ last ^venmg, in the trenches, where 
he was on duty as field n^ commancKng officer, tun* 
versally regretted. I have jnst attetxled his honoored 
ri^mains to a soldier'i^ grave-^ ftdl Tiew of iSsef enemy 
and within reach 6f his guns. 
' Tlrirtc^northeldfag-neededmortais^kaving twenty- 
^Veh, hei^des heavy gtnis, behind^^-JiaTe arrived, and 
two of them landed. A heavy norther 1h<ai set in {A 
meridian) that stopped thitt opel*ation, and ako the land- 
ing of i^dls. JEIence the fii^ of 6nr mortar bAtteneshas 
been sladcened, since two o'dotk, to-day, and cannot 
be reinvigorated nntil we shall again have a smooth sea. 
In the mean time I shall leave tins report op^ for 
journalizing ev^ents that may occur up to the departure 
of the rteam ship-of-war, PrincJeton, with Cotumodaite 
Conner, who, I leai^, expects to leave the aiididt^Bge 
off Sacrifieios, fer the iTnited States, the 35fli. instant. 

March 24.~The storm having subsided in tiie night, 
we commenced this forenoon, as soon as the sea became 
a little smooth, to land shot, shells, and mortavs. 

The naval battery. No. 5, was opened, with grtst 
activity, under Captain Aulidi:, the iseoond in vattc 
of the squstdfon, at about ten A. M. His fire was 
continued to two o'elodc P. M., a littJe before he wiis 
relieved by Captain Mayo, who landed mUi a- ttmh 
supply of ammunilionr-^C^ptsim A. havitfgeidhBagtod tbe 
supply he had brought with him. He 1^ four^saSori, 
killed, and had one officer, Ideutenant Baldtirfn^ sHgfatly 
hurt. 

The mortar batteries, Nos. 1, S, and 3, iwrve ftred 



MAJOB-^SHERAL SC&tf. 369 



/ 



hut latiguidly during the day, tor *the itmi 4t n^cffir, 
Which ate now going ottt from the beach. 

The tm r^pc^td of Colohel Baiikfaead, chief 6f artS- 
lery, both of this date, copies of which I enclose, give 
the titcidents of those three batteries. ^ 

Battery SFo. 4, which iWll inoiint fdor twenty-^nr 
p(9u]iders and two e^t-inc^ Paixhan guns^ has 
been much delays in the faiiiids of the indefetigaUe 
eiiginfeers by the norther, thai fiHcd up ihe Woiik with 
li^ahd iiedlrly as fSist as it cbiild be evened by this hkV- 
blinded Ikbourers. It Will, howefver , doubtfeis be in fifll 

r 

activity early to-taorrow ihomiilg. 

March i5. — ^The Princeton bring abotat ^o start ftr 
Flnladelphia, I have but a moment to continue this re- 
port. « 

AH the batteiKs, Kos. 1, S, 3, 4, and 6, are in awful 
activity this morning. The effect ii&, no doubt, very 
great, and I thitik the city camiot hold out beyond 
to-day. To-morrow morning many of the new mortacs 
wiH W in a position to aiM their fire, ^ben. Or aft^ the 
delAy rf somie twelve hoitrs, if no proj)6«tion ^0 sur- 
render shbuld be received, I ^aB organize pai^ie§ for 
carrying the city by assault. So far the defence has 
bleen spirited imd obstinate. 

I enclose a copy of a memorial received lasft nighft, 
sighed by the consuls of Great Britain, France, Spain, 
and Prussia, within Vera Cruz, aeidng' tale to grant a 
truce to enable the neutrals, together with Mexican 
wbmen ahd children, to withdraw from the scene of 
hdvoc about them* I shall reply, the moment t}iat an 
qipbutunhy inay be taken, to say^-First. That a ttuce 
eitti c/63tf be granted on the app&ation of Gotemdr 
Morales, with a view to a surrender ; Second. That in 
sending safeguards to the different consuls, beginning 
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«g fiur baok m the 13tih iostant, I distinctljr admoniilieRl 
them, particularly the French , and S^mnish codsu1&*- 
and, of course, through the two, the other consuls — of 

. the dangers. that haire followed; Third. That although, 
at that date, I had already refused to allow any person 
whatsoever to pass the line of investment either way, 
yet the blockade had been left op^ to the. consuls and 

. other neutrals to pass out ta their respective ships of 

. war up to the 22d instant ; and. Fourth. I shall enclose 
to^the memorialists a copy of my summons to the go** 
Temor, to show that I had fully considered the impend- 
ing hardships and distresses of the place, including those 
of women and children, before one, gun had been fired 

.in th£^t direction. The intercourse between the neutral 
ships-of-war and the city was^ stopped at the last-men* 

• tioned date by Commodore Perry, with my concurrence, 
which I placed on the ground that that intercourse 
could not fail to give to the enemy moral aid and com- 
fort. 

It will be seen frokntbe memorial, that our batteries 
have already had a terriUe effect on the dJtj (also 
known through other sources), and hence the inference 

; that a surrender must soon be proposed. In haste, 
I have the honour to remain, sir, with high respect, 

. your mo0t obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

Hon. William L. MarcTi Secretaty of War. 

HitAn-QvARTXBS OF THX AeBU, ) 

Vera Cnus, March 29, 1847. ) 

' Sim : The flag of the United States of America flosts 
triuaiphaiitly over the walls of this city, and ^ 
of San Juan de Ulloa. 



Our'tfQO(«hay6 garmoiled bofth since ten o'clotk. 
It i» iMy«r no^ii« BitgiwiieivGeiiesal Worth is in com^ 
maud of tbe two places* 

. Artiples of capitulatioii v^re signed and exchanged at 
a lale hour ni^t befinre the last. I enclose a copy of 
the dooument 

I have heretofore reported the principal incidents of 
the siege, up to tbe 25th instant Nothing d* striking 
interest occurred, until early in the morning of the nexf 
day) when I received overtures from General Landero^ 
on whom General Morales has devolved the princq)al 
command. A terrible storm of wind and sand made it 
difficult to communicate with the city, and impossible to 
refer to Commodore Perry. I was obliged to entertain 
the proposition alone, or to continue the fire upon a 
place that had shown a disposition to surrender ; for the 
loss of a day, or perhaps several, could not be permitted^ 
The accompanying papers will show the proceedii^ 
and results. ^ 

Yesterday, after the norther had abated, and tbe com*, 
missioners appointed by me early the morning before, 
had again met those appointed by General Landero 
Commodore Perry s^nt ashore his second in command, 
Captain Aulick, as a commissioner on the part of the 
navy. Although not included in my specific arrange* 
ment made with the Mexican commander, I did not 
hesitate, with proper courtesy, to desire that Captain 
Aulick might be duly introduced and allowed to parti? 
cipate in tbe discussions and acts of the commissionem 
who had been reciprocally accredited. Hence the pre- 
amble to his signature. The original American CQifx^, 
mssioners were, Brevet Brigadier-General Worth, Bri-; 
gaaie|:-General Pillow, and Colonel Totten. Four more 
able or judicious officers could not have been desired. 

20 
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Iliave time ta ftAl buft litde ratnre. l%e ranaimtig 
detafls of '4i^ si^ge ; Ibe aUe^ oo«operatioii of ^<& Uni*- 
ted States squadron, successively under the oommffiid' 
of Comttodores Conner andPerrjr ; die admirable eon* 
(kct of tbe iriide araiy^-reguW and ^^kuiteer»^I 
should be happy to dwell upon as they deserve ; but Hl^ 
fteamer Princeton, with Commodore Conner onboard, 
is under way, and I have eommenced org;aQi2ang> an 
•dvance into the interior. This may be delayed a few 
days^ waiting the arrival of additional means of trw^ 
poitation. In the mean time, a joint.operation^ by hmd 
* and water, will be made upon Alvarado. No latemal' 
expedition, however, shall interfere with die grand 
movement towards the capital* 

In consideration of the great services of Colonel 
Totten, in the siege that has just terminated most suc- 
eessfully, and the importance of his presence at Wa^ 
.ngton, as the head of the engineer bureau, I intrust diis 
despatch to his personal care, and beg to commend him 
to the very &vourable consideration of the department. 

I have the honour to remain, sir, with high respect, 
your most obedient servant, 

WINPIELD SCOTT. 

Hon. W. L. Marct, Secretary of War, 

The foHorwing were the terms of surrender, finally 
agreed upon by Oenerds Worth and Pillow, and Colonel 
Totten, on the part of the Americaos, and YiUannueni, 
Herrera, and Robles, on the part of the Mexicans. 

1* The whole garrison, or garrisons, to be surren- 
dered to the arms of the United States, as prisoners of 
war, the 29th instant, at ten o'clock A.M.; the garri* 
sons tb be permitted to march out with all the honours 
of war, and to Uy down their arms to such ofScers as 






wmj be kppoSat^Ytfihar^^ IJJA)^ 

States anoies, aivd at a point U> be agne^d .iq)oii bf tHitf 
coaiiniiwioiiefa* 

2. Mexican officers shall preserve their ai<m# and^ 
pri^wte effect% indn^fog faor»M and hofse ftMitnre,imd 
to be allowed, regtdar and^irregulttr ofll<^i8> as^abo tbtt' 
rank | and file, five days to retire to their respective 
homes, on parole, as hereinafter prescribed. 

3. Coincident with the surrender, as stipulated in. 
article 1, the Mexican flags of the various forts and/ 
stations shall be struck, saluted by their own batteries ;. 
and, immediately thereafter. Forts Santiago and Con- 
ception, and the castle of San Juan de Ulloa, occupied 
by the forces of the United States. 

4. The rank and file of the regular portion of the. 
prisoners to be disposed of after surrender and parole>. 
as their general-in-chief may desire, and the irregulajr io^. 
be permitted to return to their homesv The officers* la 
respect to all arms and descriptions of force, giving the. 
usual parole, that the said rank and file, as well as 
themselves, shall not serve again until duly exchanged. 

5. All the material of war, and all public property of 
every description found in the city, the castle of San 
Juan de Ulloa and their dependencies, to belong to the 
United States; but the armament of the same (not 
injin'ed or destroyed in the further prosecution of the 
actual war) may be considered as liable to be reston^d 
to Mexico by a definite treaty of peace. 

6. The sick and wounded Mexicans to be allowed to 
ronain in the city, with such medical officers wad attend*' 
ants, and officers of the army as may be necessary to 
their care and treatment. 

7. Absolute protection is solemnly guarantied to; 
* persons in the city, and property, ^d it is clearly uadei^ 

40 
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stood thftt no printe biiyiliiigor t>ra!I^^ w to belakeifr 
or used by tiie forces of the Usitod StMes, wHhoui pf^ 
vious arrangement with the oiimers, and *for a fiiir 
equivalent. i . ' 

8. Ah^lute freedom of religiojOas wotsh^ and ^ww*- 
moniea is solemnfy guarantied. 

: 1 

CO-OPERATION OP THE NAVY IN THE SIEGE. I 

Our readers will recollect that on the arrival of Gene- 
ral Scott atTera Cruz, he was received and assisted in 
his reconnoissance and landing by Commodore Conner. 
Commodore Peny was sent out to supercede this gallant 
officer, and arriving during Ihe progress of the siege, he 
received the transfer of the command of the home squad- 
ron from Commodore Conner, on the 21st of March,. On 
the 24th, Commodore Conner sailed for the United 
States, with Colonel Totten, as bearer of despatches to 
£he government. 

' The following despatches of Commodore Perry will 
afford the reader a clear view of the extent to which the 
navy contributed towards the triumph of our country's 
arms on this brilliant occasion. Commodore Perry's 
despatches are remarkably modest in feeling and terse 
in expression. 

Flag-ship Mississippi, > 
Off Vera CruZy March 25, 1847. ) 

Sir: The sailing of the Princeton this day for the 
United States offers me an opportunity of informing \h^ 
department that General Scott had, on the 22d instant, 
the day after I assumed command of the squadron, so 
&r completed &e erection of his batteries in the rear of 
Vera Cruz as to authorize the summoning of the city, 
and on the refosal of the governor to surrender, of 
opening his fire at three o'clock o/ that day. 
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in conformitjr with anrangdo^pts msLcie in the mom* 
ing with Qener^l Scott^ I direcced die flotilla of small 
steamers aivd gim-boats of the squadron, led b;^ Com- 
mander J. Tatnall, in the Spitfire, to take a position 
and •commence a simultaneous fire upon the city^ Tlie 
order was promptly and gallantly executed, and the fire 
\Vas k^t up mAk great animation until l^te in the even- 

On visiting them at their position, I fymd that the 
two istteamers had^ nearly exhausted their ammunition, 
but having received a firesh supply during the nij^t firom. 
this ship, they at sunrise moved to a more favourable, 
attd advanced point, and resumed and continued their, 
fire until recalled by signal. 

At the edmest desire of myself and officers. General 
Scott generously assigned a position in the trenches to be 
mounted with guns from the squadron, and worked by 
seamen. Three eight-inch Paixhans and three long thirty-; 
two pounders (all that was required), were consequently 
landed, and after immense labour in transporting them 
through the sand, in which parties fix>m the ^brisionsof 
Generals Patterson, Worth, and Pillow, respectively 
detached by those officers, cheerfiilly participated, the 
pieces were placed in position and opened upon the city 
about ten o'clock yesterday, immediately drawing upon 
Ihem a sharp fire from the enemy, which in a short time 
kiSed andwoimded ten of the detachment fi:om the 
squadron, 

! In order to give all a change to serve in the trenches^ 
, for the honour of which there is a great, though generous 
I strife, I have arranged that detachments from each ship 
in charge respectively of lieutenants, and the whole 
eonunandedby a captain or commander, shall be relieved 
every twenty-four hours. Captain Aulick, assisted by 



316 8Kfit€II OP THE LIFE OF 

Commander Mackenzie, and several lieutenants, had the 
direction 6t mounting the guns and opemng the fire, 
and vFeJl and bravely was Ifae duty, performed. Captain 
Mayo is homt in charge and will be relieved in turn. 

llie Ohio arrived on the 22d mstant, but in conae- 
quence of a norther, did not reach her proper anchorage 
ulltil yesterday afternoon. Detachments of boats from 
all the vessels are employed night and day in landing 
from the transports ^ stores and munitions of the army. 

' Enclosed is the Hst of killed and "wounded ascertained 
up to this hour (twelve meridian), with the report of 
Captain Aulids:; also a list of the smslU vessels com- 
prising the flotilla of the squadron, aH of which w^re 
enG:a&:ed on the 22d instant. 

' r havethe honour to be your most obedient servant, 

M. C. PERRY, 

Commanding Honu Squadron. 
Hon. JoHir Y. Mabow, Secretary cf the Navy, ) 

Wwib««ton aty, D. C. ) 

Friday, Uanh 21, 1847. 

Sir: The detention of the )Prinaetob enables me to 
inform the department of events up to this hour, (ten 
A. M.) 

Captain Mayo and his party have returned, having 
been i:elieved m the •batteries by a detachment undi$r 
Captain Breese. I hardly need assure the departmeilt 
that the party under C^ain Mayo sustained^ with una- 
bated courage and spirit, the admirable fire of .the naval 
battery. The bombardment from Hie trenches was con- 
tinued tilirough the night. A heavy ndrtbw now Uow^ 
ing (the third in five days), lias prevented ooinmunica- 
Jtion with 'Ijie shore since last evening. SereralnnerChant 
vessels .tave :been thrown, this morrfng, ashdre by the 
gale. ' ' 



triie report of Captain AXf^o is endos^, as also aii 
additional list of killed and woundisd. Amoqg ^ 
nanies of the killed, will be fomd that of Mid^ijfsiaB 
T. B. Sfauhrick, a most amiable and promising ypujig 
officer* ' " 

I hare the honour to be your very obedient servants. 

M. C. PEBJRY, 
C<fmm(mding H<mf> Sqita^f^ 

Hon. JoHX Y. Mmon, Seoretaxy of the N&Ty, | 

Waahington City, D. C. J 

Sunday, March 28, 1847. 
Sir : I am happy to inform you that the city aod 
castle of Vera Cruz surrendered yesterday to the com- 
bined force of the army and navy of the United Stateff 
on terms highly &yourable to us. 
With high respect, your obedient servant, 

M. C. PpRRY, 
Commanding Home Squadron* 
Hon. JoBH Y« MiJioN, Secretary of the Navy. 

Enclosed is, an informal copy of terms of tapitula- 
tion. M. C. P. 

After the surrender, General Worth was appointed 
: governor of Vera Cruz, ai)d occupied it with a p&uft of 
his brigade. He forthwith entered Upon the duties, of 
his office, and commenced establishing a strict police, 
^d repressing >€very tendency to disorder. The port 
was soon opened to the commerce of the whole world, 
and a tariH* of duties published. 

G^netal Scott, with the maiA body of the army, intibe 
mean time had <K>mmenced his march towards the city of 
Mexico. Such has been the military career of General 
Scott to the present time. We have no doubt that new 
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laurels are destined to be won hy him on'th^ fkkis of 
Mexico. 

On the 29th of March, the cereftionies of bymg dowfi 
tiieir arms and formlally deiivering up to the conqnercHs 
the city and castle of Vera Cruz, -were performed by Ike 
Mexicans. The spot selected for the ceremony of lay- 
ing ddwn arms was a plain near the city. The American 
Hcftny was di^wn up in ttro lin^s facing inwards, occupy- 
ing a mile in extent. General Worth app^ai«d on the 
field in full uniform to direct the arrangements, and 
receive the conquered troops. At ten o'clock the 
Mexicans marched out to the strains of their national 
music, the bugle, fife, and drum, passing between the 
Amei-ican lines. Women and children accompanied the 
'troops, bearing heavy burdens. 

The Mexican army halted between the American lines, 
stacked their arms, laid down their colotirs and equip- 
ments, and then marched off, while a portion of General 
Worth's division marched into the city with colours fly 
ing, and the military batids playing national airs. 

After the fell of Vera Cruz, Gcfnearal Sbott; having 
made >the necessary dispositions for garrisoning the 
place, took up his line of march with the main body 
* <5f the army for the city of Mexico. General Twin's 
division formed the van-guard, and those of Worth and 
Patterson followed several days after. 

On the 17th erf April the army a|^voacfaed the cele- 
brated pass of Cerro Gordo, always reptited to tie 
impregnable, and which was now strongly fortified, 
with seven batteries so arranged as to protett each 
other. The position was held by General Santa Axina, 
a host of other Mexican generals, arid the flower of 
the national army, 20,000 strong. They were efx- 
pected to make a desperate stand aghinst the' 12,€fl0 
Americans who were advancing towards the capital. 
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Gknetal Soott having reeaanoitred tbe efn&iKy^a 
position, instantly decided on his jdan of operations^ 
Tdiich is exhibited in the following order. The pre<* 
cision with which it was executed will rendur tUbk 
Order JVb: 111 celebrated in history. > 

Head-Quarters of the Army, ) 
PjUdn Del Riq^ Aptil 17, 1^47. \ 

(General Orders No. 111.) 

The enemy's whole line of intrenchments and bat- 
teries will be jattack^ in front, and at the same time 
turned early in the day to-morrow — ^probably before 
ten o'clock A. M. 

The second (Twiggs's) division of regulars is already 
advanced within easy turning distance towards the 
enemy's left. , That division has orders to move for- 
ward before daylight to-morrow, and take up position 
across the National Road to the enemy's rear, so as to 
cut off a retreat towards Jalapa. It may be reinforce^ 
to-day, if unexpectedly attacked in force, by regi- 
ments — one or two takep firom Shields's brigade of 
volunteers. — ^If not, the two volunteer regiments will 
march for that purpose at daylight to-morrow morning, 
under Brigadier-General Shields, who will, report to 
Brigadier^General Twiggs on getting up with him, or 
the general-iQ-chief, if he be in advance- 

The remaining regiment of that volunteer brigade 
will receive, instructions in the course of this day. 

The first division of regulars (Worth's) will follow 
the movement against the enemy's left at sunrise to- 
morrow morning. 

As already arranged, Brigadier-General Pillow's bri- 
gade will march at six o'clock to-morrow morning 
along the route he has carefully reconnoitred, and stand 
ready as soon as hi^ hears the report of arms on our 
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ri ght B ooner, if drcumstances shotild ftvouif faim — to 
pierce the enemy's line of battened at suek point«^the 
nearer the river ike bett»— as he may select. Once in 
the rear of that line, he -mil turn to the right or lejfty 
or both, and iittack the batteries ih. revarse, or if aban* 
doned, he with pursue the enemy with vigour until 
further ordiers. 

WUl's field-battery and the cavalry will be held in 
res^e on the National Rofid, a little out of view and 
range of the enemy's batteries. They will take up 
that position at nine o'clock in the morning. 

Th(B enemy's batteries being carried or abandoned, 
all our divisions and corps will pursue with Vigour. 

This pursuit may be continued many miles, until 
stopped by darkness or fortified positions towards 
Jalapa. Consequently, the body of the army will not 
return to this encampment, but be followed to^morroW 
afternoon, or early the next morning, by the baggage 
trains for the several corps. For this purpose, the 
feebler officers and men of each coifs will be left to 
guard its camp and effects, and to load up the latter in 
the wagons of the corps. 

As soon as it shall be known that the enetoy*s*WOTfe§ 
liave been carried, or that the general pui^uit has been 
commenbed, one wagon for each regiment, and dne for the 
cavalry, will follow the movement, to receive, under 
the directions of medical officers, the wounded and 
disabled, who will be brought back to lliis place fijr 
treatment in the general hospital. 

The surgeon-general will organize this important 
service and designate that hospital, as well a& the 
medical officers to be left at that place. 

Every man who inarches out to attack or pursue the 
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^aiemj will take the usual aUovmnee of anuauiMkioBi 
and aabdsteoee jG>r.at kast two da)r6« 

By coinma»d of Majoi^Gexiend Soott, 

R. L.aCOTT, A. jL. A. QmexfH 

Such was the order. The despatch relating its exact 
fulfilment followed with that perfect military order tot 
witich General Scott has become celebrated. 

Fiam dd Mio^ ^0 mttas Jhtm Vera Crm^ 

Apnl 19, 1847. 

Sim : The plan of attack. sketched, ti igeoeral orders 
>]No. Illy herewith, was fiai^y e^cecuted by this g{dl^ 
«rmy, befbre t^o o'ckuck P. M- yesterday* We are 
4pBtejembartassed with the results .of yietory-nprisonerp 
of viXTf heavy ordnance^ field-batterie&i, small arm^ 
and aeccMitzementsw About 3000 men laid down their 
•nns, ^ria the ««»d proportion of field and c«npM^ 
fiffioers, hoaides five genersdsi.seiy'eral of than of gresi^ 
^dstinl^tiixi : . Piiupn, Jan^ct^ La Y^g^i ^^rkga, and 
Obaod0. A siKui .^neral, Yasquez, was killed 4n 
dejfemiiiig Hie ibattery (tower) in thje fear of <iie who^ 
MexioaD army, . the capturie of wh^h gaye ^m those 
.ghnioQs results^ 

Oir heSf though cqiQparatin^ljy smajl in numj^eni, 
h»B been seiious. Brigndidr-General jShi^Jds, a com- 
mander of activity, zeal, and talent, is, I fear, if not 
dead, mortally wouaded. He is «(»)ae miles from me 
at the monient. The field of operations covered many 
wles, 'tmrikea by iQpimtaiaS/and d^ chasms, and I 
bave not a repoift, aa yet, 'frqoa -any division or brigade . 
Twiggs's division, 6)Uowed <by Shields's (now Colonel 
BaWs) brigadi^^re now at or near Jalapa,-and Worth's 
division is in route thither, all pursuing, ■ with good 
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pesuksy as i learn, that' part of ibk Meidoah army-*— 
perhaps 6000 or 700Q men, who Sei before our right had 
carried the tower^and gained the JFahpa road. Pil- 
loWs brigadb,. idone, is neaj^. me, at this depot of 
wcAindedy sick, and prisoners, and I have time only to 
give from him the names of 1st Lieutenant F. B. Nel- 
son, and 2d C. C. Gill, both of the 2d Tennessee foot 
(Haskell's regiment), among the killed, and in the bri- 
gade 106, of all ranks, killed or wounded. Among the 
latter, the gallant brigadier himself has a smart wound 
in the arm, but not disabled, and Major R. Farqueson, 
9d Tennessee ; Captain H. F. Murray, 2d lieutaiant 
G. T. Sutherland, 1st Lieutenant W. P. Hale (ad^u;> 
tant), all of the same regiment, severely, and lit Lieii^ 
tenant W. Yearwood, mortally wounded. And I know> 
•from personal observation on the ground, that Ist 
Lieutenant Ewell, of the rifles, if not now dead, was 
mortally wounded, in entering, sword in hand, tht 
intrenchments around the captured tower. Second 
Lieutenant Derby, Topographical Engineers, I also 
saw, at the same place, severely wounded, and explain 
Patton, 2d United States infontry, lost his right hand. 

Maj<Mr Sumiier, 2d United States dragoons, was 
slightly wounded the day before, and Captain Joimstcm, 
Topographical ^gineers — now lieiitenant«colond of 
infantry — ^was very severely wounded some days earfier, 
while reconnoitering. 

I must not omit to add that Captain Mason and 
2d Lieutenant Davis, both of the rifles, were among 
the very severely wounded in storming the ssune tower. 
I estimate our total loss in killed and womujed, may be 
about 250, and that of the enemy 350. In the pnrsu^ 
towards Jalapa (twenty^five miles hence), I ieam we 
have added much to the enemy's loss in prisoners, killed^ 



and wounded. . In fact^ I sapposehbifatresituig aitny to 
be nearly dsorganizedy aad hesocemj haste, to follow^ 
in an hour or two, to profit by erects. 

In this hurried and imperfect report, I must sot omit 
to say that Bri^adi^-General Twiggs, in passbg the 
mountain range beyond Cerro Gordo, orownedwith the 
tower, detached from his division, as I suggested before, 
a strong force to carry that height, which commanded 
<the Jalapa road at the foot, and could not fail, if carried, 
to cut off the whole, or any part of the enemy's forces 
from a retreat in any direction. A portion of the first 
artillery, under the often' distinguisdied Breret Colonel 
Childs, the 3d infentry, undeac Captain Alexander, the 
7th infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Plymton, and 
the rifles, under Major Loring, all under the temporary 
command of Colcmel Harney^ 2d dragoons, during th^ 
confinement to his bed of Brevet Srigadier-General 
P. F. Smith, composed that detachment. The style of. 
execution, which I had the pleasure to witness, was 
most brilliant and decisive. The brigade ascended the 
long and difficult slope of Cerro Crordo, without shelter^ 
and under the tremendous fire of artillery and musketry, ' 
with the utmost steadiness, reached the breastworks^ 
drove the enemy from them, pjlanted the colours of the 
1st artillery, 3d and 7th infantry — the enemy's flag 
still flying — ^and, after some n^inutes of sharp firing, 
finished tlie conquest with the bayonet. 

It is a most pleasing duty to say that the highest 
praise is due to Harney, Childs, Plymton, Loring, 
Alexander, their gallaQt officers and men, for this bril- 
liant service,^ independent of the great result which soon 
followed. 

, Worth's division of regulars coming up at this time, 
he detached Brevet Lieutenant- Colonel C. F. Smith, 
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ixntfa bis hgl&t ttftttaltbn, to roj^otrt thi asteiU^ Irat imt 
m tune* Tlie general^ reinhifag^ tkB toJW«r a fev 
minutes before me, and obBervinga wJmIb flag duplayed 
from tiie neai^nt portion of the'enemgr toivacd^die bat- 
teries below, seat oot Coloaek Hkniey and Clulds to hold 
a- parley. The surrender foUowed in an boar or two. 

Major^jeneral Patterson left a sick bed to share in . 
the dangers and fatigues of liie day ; and after the siu^ 
render went forward to command the adyanced forotM 
towards Jalapa. 

" Brigadier-G^erM Pillow and his brigade twke 
assaulted with great daring the enemy's line of batteries 
on our left; and thoughwitfaout success, they Goatribaited 
mueh to distract and dismay tiheir immediate opponents. 

Preadent Saiita Anna^ with Oatierals Canalizo and 
Almdnte, and some six or ei^t thousand men, escaped 
towards Jalapa just before Gerro Gordo was carriied> 
and before Twiggs's division reached the National Boad 
above. 

I have determined to parole the prisonsr»— officers 
and men — ^as I have not the means of feedii^ them 
here, beyond to^ay, and camiot afford to detach a 
heavy body of horse and foot, with wagons, to accooh' 
pany them to Vera Cruz. Our baggage tram, though 
increasing, is not half large enough to give an aosured 
progress to this army. Besides, a greater number ofi 
prisoners would, probably, escape from the eseort in tlie 
long and deep sandy road, without subsisleiico--4eB to 
one — ^that we shall find again, out of the same body of 
men, in the ranks opposed to us. Not one of tibe Vera 
Cruz prisoners is believed to have been in the Imes of 
Cerro Gordo. Some six of the officers, highest in rank^ 
refuse to give their paroles, except to go to Vera Cruz, 
and thence, perhaps, to the United States. 
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The small arms and their accoutrements, being of no 
value to our army here or at home, I have ordered 
to Im3 destroyed, fpr wq have not the means of trans- 
porting^ them. I am, also, sotnewbat embarrassed with 

the pieces of artillery -—^aU bronase — which we 

have captured. It will take a brigade, and half the 
luules of this army, to truasport them fifty miles. A 
fieldibattery I shall take for service with the army; 
but the heavy metal must be collected, and left here 
for the present. We have our own siege train and the 
proper carriages with us. 

Being much occupied with the prisoners, and aU the 
details of a forward movement, besides looking to the 
supplies which are to follow from Vera Cruz, I have 
time to add no more^*-intending to be at Jalapa early 
to-morrow; We shall not, probably, again meet with 
, -serious opposition this- side of Perote — certainly not, 
unless delayed by the want of transportation. 

I have the honour to remain, sir, with h^h respecti 

your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

P. S. I invite attrition to the accompanying letter 
to Pre^dent Santa Anna, taken in his carriage yester- 
day; also to hi# proclamation, issued on hearing we 
had captia-ed' Vera Cruz, &c., in which he says : — " If 
the- eiiemy advance, one step more, the national inde- 
pendence will* be buried in the abyss of the past.'' We 
have taken that step. W. S. 

I make, a second postscript, to say that there is some 
hope, I. am happy to learn, that General Shields may 
survive his wounds. 

One of the principal motives for paroling the pri- 
soners of war. is, to diminish the resistances of other 
^rrisons in our march. 

'^11. Wm. L. I^IAR^Y Secretary of War. 
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